
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

May Sermon Series 

Walking Into Hope: 
Luke’s Expectant Final Chapters 

 

May 5  “Fish and Fulfillment”      

   Luke 24:35-49 
 

May 12  “The Coming Storm I: An Opportunity to Testify”   

   Luke 21:5-19 
 

 

May 19   “The Coming Storm II: Your Redemption Draws Near” 

   Luke 21:20-28 
 

 

May 26  “Ascension”     

   Luke 24:50-53 
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Pastor’s Pen 2 
Starved for True Friendship 
In the middle of the 20th Century, before 
superhighways and suburbanization, cell phones 
and social media, an Oxford professor penned this 
commentary on the world he lived in: 
 
“We live, in fact, in a world starved for solitude, 
silence, and privacy, and therefore starved for 
meditation and true friendship.” 
C.S. Lewis in The Weight of Glory 
 
Lewis noticed trends in human relationships and social theory that were reducing the depth of 
connection people felt within themselves and in their friendships, in favor of a fast-paced existence and 
collectivist (group identity) mindset.  He forges a link between two concepts that at first take seem to be 
opposites: solitude and friendship.  When you think about it, it makes sense.  Both have to do with 
quality time, and the ability to focus our thoughts and feelings amid distractions.  Quality time alone or 
with others is hard to come by for most these days. 
 
I believe this connection is relevant to our Christian lives.  How easy it is to get lulled into thinking that 
our relationship with Christ is okay remaining at a surface level.  Member of a church – check.  Attend 
worship – check.  Read a daily devotional – check.  The list goes on.  But at the heart of the Christian 
faith is an invitation from our loving, risen Lord into a deep personal relationship.  Our lifestyles often do 
not allow for this deep connection, and that’s why I think it’s common for people to be starved for true 
friendship with Jesus. 
 
Come to Me…I Am the Way 
Let’s hear the voice of Jesus anew.  Do you hear the personal, quality time invitation? 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 

 
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.’”  John 14:6 
 
Frederick Beuchner, in his book Wishful Thinking, reminds us that “Jesus didn’t say that any particular 
ethic, doctrine, or religion was the way, the truth, and the life.  He said that he was.” (emphasis mine) 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, let’s dive into true friendship with Jesus… 
even if it means more time of solitude in our social mediated world. 
 

     Joyfully in Christ, 
        Pastor Kurt 



 

 

New Faith Formation Classes 3 

Learn how God can transform dirty diapers, toddler tantrums, and teenager trouble into occasions for becoming more 

like Christ.  Best-selling author Gary Thomas helps us look at parenting and grandparenting from a  

soul-shaping perspective.    

Your kids can attend the 9 AM children's program, Bible Builders, so bring the whole family at 9 AM to examine how 

God can use the season of parenting to shape our faith. 

Sign up here today! 

It can be perplexing, unfamiliar, and occasionally disturbing—yet it’s 3/4ths of the Bible we carry around.  Join us 
during our new 9 am education hour as Pastor David offers a 6-week beginner’s orientation to our “other 

testament.” What’s in it, where did it come from, and (most importantly) how is the Old Testament also God’s word 
to us, revealing God’s character, telling the story of his people, and enriching our understanding of God’s Messiah?   

Sign up here today! 

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/old-testament-class
http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/sacred-parenting-class
http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/old-testament-class


 

 

4 Family and Children’s Ministry  4 
A New Era in Children’s Ministry 

Over the past 8 months the Children’s Ministry Curriculum Team has been working to find a new curriculum to 
use on Sunday mornings throughout Children’s Ministry.  We have examined over a dozen different curriculum, 
narrowed the list to 5 and we tested out each of those 5 curriculum in each of our classes on Sunday morning.  
Both teachers and kids evaluated each curriculum based on four points of emphasis that we decided on: 
 
• Discipleship through Relationships 
• Interactive Lessons 
• Biblical Literacy 
• Parent Partnerships 
 
The plan for selecting a new Sunday morning curriculum in Children’s Ministry has been almost two years in the 
making.  Since I began, in 2015, we have been using the Dwell Curriculum which is published by Faith Alive 
Resources.  While it has worked well, it often didn’t provide the best teaching method or activities to engage with 
and teach children.  It also began to grow stale because it was a two year program that we cycled through three 
times.  While Dwell has been a good curriculum for us, I knew it was time for a change when volunteers had to do 
more and more work to edit the lessons or include other activities.   
 
And so I began writing out what direction I felt God was calling Children’s Ministry at North Creek.  This included 
writing out our Theology and philosophy behind Children’s Ministry and writing out mission statement.  From 
there I began looking at curriculum and putting together a team to help select our new curriculum, and make sure 
I wasn’t committing heresy.   
 
And after all that we have selected Faith Weaver Now from Group Curriculum to be our new Sunday morning 
curriculum in Children’s Ministry.  Some of the highlights include, each age group learning the same Bible passage 
and story each week, really great parent resources, relevant and easy to understand application, and age 
appropriate lessons.  We are very excited about this new direction in Children’s Ministry and are looking for 
volunteers and people to partner with to help pass on our faith to our children.  I hope you’ll consider being a 
part of Children’s Ministry when we begin this new journey in September, and I’d love to chat with you about the 
opportunity.  
 

In Christ, 
Nathan Wagner 
Children’s Ministry Director 



 

 

Meet Our New Youth Ministry Director 5 
Introducing our new Director of Youth Ministries  

Carl Dodd 
Hello everybody! 
 
I love stories, and especially stories of adventure! That is why I am excited to start in my new ministry position and 
this new adventure, here at NCPC. I am looking forward to hearing your stories as I connect with students, their 
families and the wider church family. I believe stories connect us and give insights into each other that build 
relationships, inspiring creativity. 
 
I'm thankful for the opportunity to share a little of my story as we start this adventure together. Over the past 20 
years of ministry, I've had the privilege to connect with students and their families over campfires and meals, in 
worship and small groups, in schools and at sports events, in celebration and in times of need, and through lots of 
other adventures. I have witnessed stories of students releasing their potential in leadership and growing in their 
faith with God. It is exciting to walk alongside new leaders as they write stories of their own, stepping into the 
calling that God has laid before them. We are called to walk with God and to be part of His story, of His mission and 
part of His adventure. 
 
I am originally from England and moved to the USA in 2014. My wife Rachel originally hails from San Diego, and 
we've been married for over 17 years. We have two daughters; Bella (aged 8) and Summer (aged 5). As a family, we 
too love adventures and can often be found outdoors (we especially love the beach!). 
As we move forward with our youth ministry here at NCPC, you will find me gathering your stories and listening to 
your hopes for the future. I am excited to encourage the potential and creativity of our students, be a support to 
families, and explore what it means to be in mission to those in the communities around NCPC in the future. 
 

If you see me around then please introduce yourself, it would be great to meet you! 

 

NCPC says... 
“We are truly blessed to have someone of Carl’s caliber joining our staff as our new Youth Director. He brings with 

him a wealth of knowledge and experience, he is well connected in the world of youth ministry, and he has a 
genuine heart for kids and for God.”- Jenny Odell 

“I’m impressed with Carl’s wealth of experience & his dedication to youth ministry.” - Leslie Kastelle 

Carl, his 
wife, and 

his 2 
daughters 



 

 

Youth Ministry 6 
 In Our New Wednesday Series – 

 Adventure Together! 
 

As Carl settles in as the new Director of Youth Ministry, we are starting a series that is 

going to help him get to know our students, our history and our vision better!  

We are running 6 weeks of sessions designed to help students share some of their 

stories, their experiences, and their hopes for the future.  

Our evenings are going to have the usual fun and games, alongside some other activities 

designed to start up conversations as we create our vision for NCPC’s youth ministry 

together.  

 

Our evening series will include: 

 

May 1st            Voice-Activated. The Power of Your Voice. 
May 8th            Potential. Your Strengths and Skills. 

May 15th          What Matters? Important Foundations. 
May 22nd         Big Questions. Getting the message. 

May 29th          One Big Table. Looking outside the walls. 
June 5th            Time Travel. Thinking forward. 

 

If you are (or know) a Middle School or High School student,  

don’t miss out on the chance to be part of this and have your voice 

heard.  

Be part of what is happening next here at NCPC!  

We will be meeting on Wednesdays in the Youth Room from 7-9pm. 



 

 

In Other News 7 
Silver Thimbles Quilting Group 

The Silver Thimbles are 

meeting every second Friday 

of each month at 1:00 pm. 

Join us on May 10!  

Our group works together to 

create quilts for foster 

children. We are always 

seeking new members! 

For information call Leona Burgess at 425.745.2486 or 

email her at leoburg1@gmail.com. 

Ladies’ Craft Night 

The Ladies of the Church meet on the third Friday of every 

month for crafts! The next one is May 17th at 7pm. Join us 

for fellowship and crafting. Bring a craft or project you 

have been working on. If you don’t have a craft just come 

and hang out. Bring a friend and treats to share. All are 

welcome. See you then! We meet in Classroom 76. Park in 

the back of church by North Entrance. 

Pizza With the Pastor 

The Welcome Team hosted our first Pizza with the Pastor 

on February 24th with several people that have been 

recently visiting our church, and one of them is currently 

taking our new members class!  Thanks to Pastor David 

and several of our Elders and Deacons who joined in the 

fun.  Our next Pizza with the Pastor will be June 30th at 

11:30 for all of you who are newly visiting NCPC and 

would like to learn more about our church.  Call or email 

Mary Dill if you have any questions. At 425-280-3133 or 

marykathryndil@gmail.com.  

Online Giving 

In order to provide more options and make giving easier, 

online giving is now available! Visit our website for more 

information!  

Online Directory Notice 

The NCPC online directory will be unavailable on our 

website until further notice. We are hoping to have it back 

online by Fall 2019. Please contact the office with any 

updates to your information or questions. 

 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 

On Saturday May 18 from 10 am -3pm, 

NCPC will host the Friends of the Mill 

Creek Library Book Sale. Hundreds of 

books at bargain prices ($.50 for 

paperbacks and $1.00 for hardbacks) 

will be made available to all who 

attend. Proceeds from the sale are 

used to support programs for children 

and adults at the Mill Creek Library.  

NCPC Singles Ministry 

Singles who are interested in participating in monthly 

events and get-togethers, please contact Louise White at 

whiteL19277@gmail.com. 

Looking ahead: Summer F3  

(Faith, Food, and Fellowship ) 
Plan to enjoy this summer’s 
three F3 event opportunities. 
On scheduled Wednesdays, we 
will enjoy fellowship and hear 
outstanding speakers. Again, 
you’ll enjoy a light buffet dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. followed by a 
speaker at 7 p.m. Our first F3 
will be on 6/19 with Diane 
Keuss presenting on Our 
International Neighbors. Contact Gail Everett for more 
information at gjge@aol.com. 

Renewal Ministries Spring Prayer Retreat 

Join us to answer questions like “How are we supposed to 

pray?” and “What does it mean to abide and discern?” as 

we delve into Jesus’ prayer life as shared through the 

gospel narratives. It will be held on Saturday, May 11, 

2019, 9:00–12:00 p.m. here at North Creek Presbyterian 

Church. The cost is $25. Sign up at renewalminnw.org. 

Jazz @ The Creek 

Join us May 18th at 7 pm in the NCPC Fellowship Hall for a 

jazz performance. Enjoy outstanding music from our very 

own John Osborne and his jazz quartet “Jazz Island 

Rewind.” Dessert and fellowship will follow. Sign up here 

today! 

mailto:leoburg1@gmail.com.?subject=Silver%20Thimbles
mailto:marykathryndil@gmail.com?subject=Pizza%20With%20the%20Pastor
http://northcreekpres.org/online-giving
mailto:office@northcreekpres.org?subject=Directory%20Updates
mailto:whiteL19277@gmail.com.?subject=NCPC%20Singles
mailto:gjge@aol.com
renewalminnw.org
http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/jazz-at-the-creek


 

 

6 

Prayer Focus 

7 

“As Christians in this world, we sail on troubled waters. We’re often in storms. If we’re inflated with  the 

fullness of the Spirit, we can stay afloat. We can experience the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, goodness– 

and all the rest. We can rejoice because the Holy Spirit fills us with the power of Christ.  

Since we’re commanded to be filled with the Spirit, try praying every morning: ‘Lord, may I be Spirit-filled 

today. Fill me with Christ!’  Yield every thought and deed to His control day by day, and let His presence keep 

you inflated and buoyant on the choppy waters of life.” 

     From Turning Points with God: 365 Daily Devotions by David Jeremiah 

National Day of Prayer 8 
On Thursday May 2nd, we as Christians unite throughout 
the country by taking time to pray for the well-being of 
our nation.  This year’s theme is  “Love One Another.” 

We are encouraged to pray for the following:  
-For America To Love One Another 

-For The Church In America To Love One Another 
-For Families, Workplaces, Communities, And Cities In 

America To Love One Another 
-For All Ethnicities And People In America To Love One 

Another 
-That We Will Love God And Each Other So Much That 

We Will Agree Clearly, Unite Visibly, And Pray 
Extraordinarily For Love And Change In America 

Find Our Prayer Guide Here. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/83/83646050-9deb-41a4-9284-713b5fd484bb/documents/ndp_2019_pdf.pdf


 

 

6 Campbell Farm Celebration 9 


