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Pastor’s Pen 2 

On Sunday, May 26th we finished a journey we began way back on 
September 9th . . . to work our way through all 24 chapters of the 
Gospel of Luke, one of four New Testament biographies of Jesus.  
Over 38 weeks of Sunday worship, split into the five series pictured 
on the right, we dug into a total  of 450 verses of Luke’s account of 
Jesus’ life—40% of his Gospel.  By the way, some took the 
opportunity to read every word of Luke (1151 verses totaling 
19,482 words!).   

However you  participated in our year of “Highlighting Jesus” in 
Luke’s Gospel, well done!  I hope that through this Gospel journey 
you found yourself more connected to the Savior we serve.  
Speaking as your pastor, I can report that this sustained and 
disciplined attention to Luke’s masterful storytelling and profound 
theological insight has yielded all sorts of delightful surprises and 
“aha moments” at every stop along the journey. 

We began back on September 9th in Luke 4 (remember we left 
the first three chapters for Advent).  There, in Jesus’ initial public 
appearance, Luke shows us in one scene who this Jesus will be: a 
long-promised Savior who brings good news to the poor, freedom 
to prisoners, recovery of sight to the blind, and release for those 
oppressed.  Then last Sunday, May 26th, Luke described the risen-
but-thoroughly-human Jesus ascending to the “control room of 
the world,” fully present to us in the Holy Spirit.  In every chapter 
in between we’ve come to know a Savior whose unstoppable love 
is healing the world and transforming human lives—not least our 
own! 

Grateful for the chance to journey together through Luke,  
 



 

 

Summer Faith Formation Class 3 

Date Topic Facilitator Scripture 
Reading Schedule 

(optional) 

June 23 Film Screening 
“Bono & Eugene Peterson: 
THE PSALMS” 

Kurt 
Intro to the Psalms 
of Ascent (120-134) 

  

June 30 Discipline & Repentance Kurt Psalm 120 pp. 13-34 (Ch. 1-2) 

July 7 Providence & Worship Kurt Psalm 121-122 pp. 35-58 (Ch. 3-4) 

July 14 Service & Help Denise Psalm 123-124 pp. 59-80 (Ch. 5-6) 

July 21 Security & Joy David Psalm 125-126 pp. 81-102 (Ch. 7-8) 

July 28 Work & Happiness Dianna Psalm 127-128 pp. 103-122 (Ch. 9-10) 

August 4 Perseverance & Hope David Psalm 129-130 pp. 123-146 (Ch. 11-12) 

August 11 Humility & Obedience David Psalm 131-132 pp. 147-172 (Ch. 13-14) 

August 18 Community & Blessing Kurt Psalm 133-134 pp. 173-200 (Ch. 15-16) 

Eugene Peterson, who died at the age of 85 in October of last year, is one of the great Christian spiritual 
teachers of our day.  Perhaps best known as the author of the Bible paraphrase known as The Message, 
Peterson was a Presbyterian pastor and author who blessed many with his wise insights on walking with 

Christ.  North Creek’s pastors are inviting the congregation to journey with them in appreciating one of his 
best-loved books and sharing personal stories of his impact on their lives of faith. 

The accompanying book will be Eugene Peterson’s A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in 
an Instant Society (IVP) ,  available in three formats:  

Hardcover Commemorative Edition, $20 
Softcover, $10 

E-book through Amazon Kindle, $9.95 
Books can be ordered through the online sign up or purchased on your own. 

Click here to sign up online.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Long-Obedience-Same-Direction-Discipleship/dp/0830846611/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1557789759&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Long-Obedience-Same-Direction-Discipleship/dp/0830822577/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=9780830822577&linkCode=qs&qid=1557789759&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Long-Obedience-Same-Direction-Discipleship-ebook/dp/B07P43DCNZ/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1557789759&sr=1-1
http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/life-at-the-speed-of-psalms-class


 

 

4 Family & Children’s Ministry 4 
 Somehow it’s already the beginning of June which means that we’re nearly halfway through 
2019.  People have been saying my whole life, the older you get the faster time seems to move.  At the 
ripe old age of 27, I can whole-heartedly agree with that statement.  Another proverb I’ve heard a lot is, 
time moves quicker when you’re busy.  That is also something I’d tend to agree with, the older and 
busier I get.   

 I don’t think of myself as someone who is overly busy, yet with a full time job, a side project and 
a hobby or two, a marriage, friends and family to keep up with, and a couple volunteer events I don’t 
often have a lot of free time.  Summer seems like it should be a more leisurely season but Summer Bible 
Camp looms ever nearer, end of the year events require extra planning, and personally I’m in a wedding 
this summer, my wife and I have sun guilt, and my sister wants to do every hike in Washington.  So my 
summer will probably be even more hectic than the last six months.  I write all this not because I think 
the world revolves around me but because it gives me an amazing sense of thankfulness for people who 
volunteer.    

 When I compare my life with the lives of the volunteers I work with, I am amazed how they do it.  
I don’t have any kids, I work a busy full time job but by no means do I feel like I’m always at work, I rent 
an apartment instead of owning a home, and my only responsibilities are to myself and my wife.  My life 
is simple and slow compared to many of the volunteers in Children’s Ministry.  And yet they are faithful 
each month, they often go above and beyond what’s expected of them teaching on Sunday mornings or 
helping lead Summer Bible Camp, and they serve with joy and kindness each month or each week! 

 So if you’re a volunteer in Children’s Ministry, thank you for all that you do!  You have impacted 
the lives of children, parents, grand parents, and everyone in between.  You have modeled love, 
kindness, humility, caring and more to those within our congregation and those outside of it.  And most 
importantly you have connected children and families to a life-giving relationship with Jesus.   

 So thank you again, for the hours you’ve spent cutting out figures, the cups upon cups of goldfish 
you’ve prepared, the time you’ve spent preparing Sunday School lessons, the children you’ve calmed 
down and helped focus during Bible stories, the valuable time that you’ve given up to spend sharing 
Jesus with our families and kids.  None of Children’s Ministry would be possible without you and I would 
like to invite the congregation to join me in saying thank you on Sunday June 9th during our annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday. 

 And because Summer Bible Camp is still looming, if you’d like to join these volunteers in not only 
serving but in loving children, please consider volunteering at Summer Bible Camp.  It’s July 8th-12th 
and while I don’t want to I’m planning on closing registration soon.  Without more volunteers we won’t 
be able to share the good news of God’s love with all the children around us who need to hear it.  So 
while I’m saying thank you, I also ask you to join me and volunteer at Summer Bible Camp. 

Thank you again to all our volunteers! 
 



 

 

Youth Ministry 5 
 

Prayer is a solid foundation that allows us to join God in 
His mission to the world around us. Prayer works, and it 
makes a difference! We’re excited to announce that at 
7pm on Wednesday June 5th, there is an opportunity 
parents to join in prayer and ask God to be at work in the 
lives of our children, our students and their families.  The 
‘Families in Prayer’ group is going to meet in the Fireside 
Room at the same time as our Wednesday night youth 
group, for about an hour. Please join us! 

We want to keep you all in the loop about the latest developments and updates from our youth ministry 
here at NCPC. We are contacting parents and students about our new texting service, but you can also 
connect with us through social media by following the links below. 

You can always stop Carl if you see him! He’s always ready to have a conversation and talk about all things 
youth ministry related! 

Wednesday, June 12th at 7pm 
Join us for our last youth night of 
the school year. Find out more 
about our summer plans and 
beyond! 

Thursday, July 25th at 12pm 
Adults are invited to join us for lunch 
as we listen to your stories of youth 
ministry and hopes for the future. 

Sunday, June 9th at 6pm 
Inviting all High School Students 
to meet up at MOD, eat Pizza and 
catch up on life! 

July 28th—August 2nd  
We will be commissioning our 
mission trip group at our 10am 
service on July 28th. 

Details coming soon 
We will be announcing three 
summer events through our 
summer in the near future! 

September 20th—22nd 
Visit the NCPC website to sign up 
for this Fall’s epic retreat at Warm 
Beach. 

www.facebook.com/ncpcyouth www.instagram.com/northcreekyouth 

http://www.facebook.com/ncpcyouth
http://www.instagram.com/northcreekyouth


 

 

Our Graduating Seniors 5 

 This month we celebrate our High School Seniors as they transition into their next stages. It is an 
exciting time, but with it comes new challenges as well as a variety of fresh opportunities. For our other 
students, they prepare themselves to transition into summer traditions of sleeping as long as they can in the 
mornings! 
 For our ministry, we too are in a time of transition. Since I have arrived, we have started the process 
of collecting our students stories. We are deliberately listening to the stories of the students that walk 
through our doors and those beyond.  
But it doesn’t stop there! We want to hear the stories of parents, grandparents, great-grandparents and 
pretty much anyone that has a youth  ministry story to tell. 
 For parents, we are going to meet for lunch on Sunday, June 23rd after church in the youth room. 
We’ll eat as families and then adults will meet to talk more about their experiences of our ministry and 
hopes for the future. Students will have space in the youth room during this time. 
 But there’s more! Our story gathering goes further. So, regardless of age, we will be hosting an event 
for older members of our church during the summer (date to be announced). We want to hear your stories 
of youth ministry and space for you to share your hopes for the future. 
 I believe healthy youth ministry can’t help but spread vitality into all parts of our church family. I am 
excited for what is going to happen in the coming weeks, months and years! 
 
Grace & Peace, 

Graduating from Meadowdale High School  
Plans to attend Edmonds Community College 

Graduating from Henry M. Jackson High School  
Plans to attend Edmonds Community College  

Graduating from Henry M. Jackson High School  
Plans to attend Missouri State University 

Graduating from Cascade High School 
Plans to attend Central Washington University  

Graduating from Henry M. Jackson High School 



 

 

In Other News 6 
Pizza With the Pastor 

The Welcome Team hosted our first Pizza with the Pastor on 

February 24th with several people that have been recently 

visiting our church, and one of them is currently taking our 

new members class!  Thanks to Pastor David and several of 

our Elders and Deacons who joined in the fun.  Our next Pizza 

with the Pastor will be June 30th at 11:30 for all of you who 

are newly visiting NCPC and would like to learn more about 

our church.  Call or email Mary Dill if you have any questions. 

At 425-280-3133 or marykathryndil@gmail.com.  

Online Directory Notice 

The NCPC online directory will be unavailable on our website 

until further notice. We are hoping to have it back online by 

Fall 2019. Please contact the office with any updates to your 

information or questions. 

NCPC Singles Ministry 

Singles who are interested in participating in monthly events 

and get-togethers with other singles from the church, 

participate in the NCPC Singles Ministry. The next event will 

be on 6/15. Please contact Louise at 

whiteL19277@gmail.com for more information.  

New Carpet in the Church 

In June, G&W will begin installation of the church hallway’s 

new carpet. The process should take about a week. Be 

prepared for detours, and be prepared to celebrate the 

church’s new look.  

Supplies Needed 

Children’s Ministry is collecting clean Yogurt cups and plastic 

Water Bottles for Summer Bible Camp, you can drop off both 

yogurt cups and Plastic Water Bottles at the Children’s Check 

In Area, if you have any questions see Nathan Wagner.  Thank 

you! 

Women's Bible Study 

Throughout June, July, and 

August, Women’s Bible Study 

will be using their summer 

schedule. They meet the 1st 

& 3rd Tuesdays of each 

month. This month they will 

meet June 4 & June 18th at 

10 am in room C72&73. 

Thank You From the Facilities Team 

Thank you for those who are from NCPC and those who use 

our building for all of the work outside and inside that has 

been accomplished so far in 2019. Windows and blinds have 

been washed and dusted. Sound panels in Fellowship Hall 

have been cleaned to look like new. We are in the process of 

finding the appropriate refrigerator to accommodate all sorts 

of happenings at the church after dealing with a refrigerator 

that has not worked well for some time, as well not having 

new parts for replacing parts gone bad. We are appreciative 

of patience, while we work on this project. Some weeding and 

pruning of bushes and trees have occurred.  The front garden 

fountain flows well again! We have several Projects that are in 

the works for later in the year.  We give thanks for all help, 

physical and monetary, that Facilities receives. The building 

and grounds continue to look better, as we honor God and His 

church! 

Volunteer at SBC 

Summer Bible Camp is Monday, July 8th through Friday, July 

12th from 9 AM to 12 PM each day, at North Creek 

Presbyterian Church.  Campers will make crafts, sing songs, 

participate in science experiments, learn a Bible story and 

Bible point each day, play games, have snacks, and 

more!  This year our theme is to Mars and Beyond!  We will 

be learning all about where God's power can take us through 

a fun space themed program! We need lots of help to host 

our annual Summer Bible Camp.  From Elementary Crew 

Leaders, to Craft Leaders, to check in and registration there a 

variety of different ways you can help out at SBC this 

year!  Check out the application for a full list of volunteer 

roles here and sign up today!  

What Does Neighboring Look Like? 

This summer we will revisit the challenge of 

“neighboring.”  We need your help in two ways:  

1) Submit a photo for our gallery of what “neighboring” looks 

like in your life: kids out in the yard, talking at the mailbox, 

bringing cookies next door, even a drawing of your kids’ idea 

of neighboring.  Send images to media@northcreekpres.org, 

bring them to the office, or give them to Kate at the media 

desk by 6/23, or 

2) Share a story about neighboring in worship.  David is 

looking for some “first-person accounts,” for services 

throughout the summer. 

mailto:marykathryndil@gmail.com?subject=Pizza%20With%20the%20Pastor
mailto:office@northcreekpres.org?subject=Directory%20Updates
mailto:whiteL19277@gmail.com?subject=NCPC%20Singles%20Ministry
http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/volunteer-at-summer-bible-camp
mailto:media@northcreekpres.org?subject=Neighboring


 

 

6 7 F3s 7 

Renewal Ministries 

This summer we will bringing back our F3s: Faith, Food, and Fellowship. Here is 
our planned schedule; sign up for one or all of them today! 

We will have a presentation from Dr. Diana Keuss, world religions scholar. In our 
community we have neighbors who follow religions other than Christianity, i.e. Islam, 
Sikhism, & Hinduism– all common in Asia. Dr. Keuss will help us understand these 
religions so we can be good neighbors who represent Christ’s love in our community.  

Graham Kerr, a well known celebrity TV chef, will share his conversion and his journey from Celebrity to Servant. He 
will tell about how his new mindset has affected his everyday life. His “new way of thinking about food” was a result 
of his awakening as a Christian in the mid-1970s. His epiphany was in part prompted by the imbalance he had seen 
in his travels between countries with not enough to eat and those with too much.  

Jeff Kwon, former member of NCPC , now Director of Member Services for Frontier Ventures, will share his work 
with this “protestant religious order” that’s committed to promote reaching “the last remaining unreached people of 
the world….a community of dreamers and doers who deeply desire to see Jesus worshipped among peoples with 
least access to the Gospel.” 

Click here to sign up today! 

Often we may ask ourselves the question “Is it enough?”  We are searching for what will bring us a sense 
of adequacy, significance, security and well-being. 
Join us in this weekday half-day retreat as we ponder and pray about what is enough from God’s 
perspective. We will use Psalm 139 and Henri Nouwen’s book, Life of the Beloved, for our time together.  
To register by mail, mail registration form and payment to RMNW, PO Box 12243, Mill Creek WA 98082. 
To register and pay online, go to www.renewalminnw.org. 

When: 
Friday, July 19, 2019 
9am - 12pm 
 

Location: 
North Creek Presbyterian  
621 164th St. SE 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 
 

Cost: 
$25 (includes snacks) 
 

Facilitated by: 
Rev. Denise Easter  
Rev. Dianna Kunce 

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/summer-f3s
http://renewalminnw.org/retreats/summer-prayer-retreat/

