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July 17- F3 with Graham Kerr

July 15- Pierre Houssney on God's Work in Lebanon
July 14- All Church Picnic
July 8-12- Summer Bible Camp

July 19- Renewal Ministries NW Summer Prayer Retreat

July 25- Standing in the River for Adults by Youth Ministry
July 28-Aug 2- Youth Retreat at Mending Wings Yakima

July 4- Independence Day- Office Closed

CONNECT WITH US
northcreekpres.org

425-723-2386

Facebook Page: @northcreekpres

Facebook Group:
 North Creek Presbyterian Church

Office Hours:
9am - 4pm

Monday-Thursday
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http://northcreekpres.org/home
http://northcreekpres.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/northcreekpres/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northcreek/
http://northcreekpres.org/home


P A S T O R  K U R T

Wow! What a journey through the gospel of Luke this past year.  It’s like we went back in time to hang out with

Jesus and his disciples, observing his powerful miracles and learning from his teaching.  In our daily walk with

Jesus today, perhaps we recognize more readily some of Luke’s favorite themes: Jesus’ compassion for the

suffering, the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, the contagious message of the promised Savior’s

presence in our world.

 

Luke continued his orderly account of the life and times of Jesus in his second volume known to us as the book

of Acts.  Here he continues the story of Jesus’ disciples as they live into a new community fueled by the Holy

Spirit.  This account of the early days of the church demonstrates that fellowship feasts were the bread and

butter of this emerging community of Christ.  According to Acts 2:46, they “continued to meet together in the

temple,” but they also “broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”

 

PASTOR'S PEN 2
FELLOWSHIP FEASTS

There’s something powerful that happens when Christ’s followers

gather together in a home to share a meal.  The Holy Spirit is

among them, uniting them to Jesus and to one another, all a part

of the larger plan of making them “one in spirit and purpose”

(Philippians 2:2).  When we gather with other believers in our

homes, we continue to experience something of the early Christian

lifestyle.  This past spring, we broke bread in our homes and ate

together through an event called “Tables of 8.”  To read a report

on how it went, see page 3. Moving forward, we’ll be doing this

again, but under the name “Fellowship Feasts.”  Seems like that

title expresses a bit more clearly our desire to continue the long-

standing tradition of the church first written about in Acts 2.

 

Some might think that Christians sharing meals in their homes

might insulate them from their neighbors.  Not so in the early

church, according to Luke’s account.  In Acts 2:47 Luke reports

that while they met at church and gathered for meals in people’s

homes, they also “enjoyed the favor of all the people.”  They

operated in full view of their neighbors and expressed to them a

sense of generosity and openness.  It seems that these early

believers interacted well with their neighbors…and maybe even

enjoyed it!

 

This summer we follow up our Luke series with a series about The

Art of Neighboring.  Developing relationships with our neighbors –

from simply learning their names to breaking bread with them – is

something God calls us to, perhaps for no other reason than

expressing the “love of neighbor” Jesus is so passionate about.  As

we put more heart into our neighboring this summer, I sense we’ll

understand a bit more about what Luke meant when he wrote that

the disciples “enjoyed the favor of all the people.”

 

Happy neighboring!

 

Joyfully in Christ,



FROM TABLES OF 8 TO FELLOWSHIP FEASTS
On Sunday, April 25, we tried something new as a congregation.  We gathered in each other’s

homes for a meal, simply to get to know each other better.  We called it “Tables of 8,” meant

to symbolize a group of people gathered together around a meal. In many ways it was a

rousing success! Many people responded with testimonies of how meaningful it was to them-

read these and the statistics on this page.

What helped to make this great event happen?

       -It happened because of those who participated – thank you, dinner

guests!

       -It happened because of the people who hosted a meal at their home –

thank you, hosts!

       -It happened because of an organizing team and office staff members

who worked long hours to coordinate all the moving parts – thank you, team

members!

       -It happened because of the vision of the session, a vision that values

relationships in the church – thank you, session elders!
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Hosts: 27

Guests: 216

Testimonials

In addition to positive testimonies, both participants and organizers

expressed feedback on how it might be better promoted and organized in the

future.  This feedback was considered by the organizing team in a meeting in

mid-June, and some changes were made for moving forward.  

Here’s a summary of three major changes/improvements:

1.       Name Change.  Because many found the title “Tables of 8” a bit confusing

and constricting, the team made the decision to change the name to “Fellowship

Feasts.”  They want to make sure everyone knows that the purpose of these home-

based meals is Christian fellowship.  A fellowship “feast” happens when people

gather for a meal – with or without a suitable table and with more or less than

eight people.

 

2.       Sign-Up Process.  The first event was structured as an “opt-out” event,

meaning that every member of the church was considered a participant unless

they opted out.  This was done to promote full participation but was incredibly

difficult to coordinate.  Moving forward, the event will be “opt-in:” like most

church events, there’ll be a sign-up process by which people will indicate their

desire to participate.  This will be better for participants and organizers alike.

 

3.       Scheduling Guidelines.  The event was scheduled for the week after Easter

because this was an open day on the church calendar.  However, most of the

coordinating work needed to be done during the build up to Holy Week and

Easter, one of the busiest times of the year for our church office staff.  It was

decided to pay closer attention to the scheduling question in the future.

With all of this in mind, we’re pleased to announce that our new FELLOWSHIP FEAST will be in October of this year, as

a part of our Stewardship season!  Stay tuned for announcements about the SIGN-UP PROCESS!

The most important thing was

that we had a wonderful time,

and we got to know our new

guests in a very special way.

We were blessed and would do

it again!

Joe & Peggy Upton

We enjoyed getting to know

our guests better, laughing

together, praying together, and

enjoying a meal together.

Marcia Christ

It was fun to meet people I

recognized but had not had the

opportunity to get to know.

I hope we do it again in the fall.

Yvonne Londerville

Would I encourage others to

host? Absolutely! Because it is

potluck, everyone can add to

the meal. If space is limited,

there is a park in the summer, or

sitting around with plates on the

laps if table space is limited.

This is an opportunity to meet

others. Paper plates hold food

as well as French Havilland

China.

Ken Sundin

Numbers



          NCPC Family! We are excited to say that at the end of July, a group of our students will be heading to

Mending Wings in Yakima as their 2019 Mission Trip. While they are there, our students will be engaged in

community service projects and taking part in cross-cultural experiences. They are going to be immersed into the

Yakima Nation culture and explore their heritage. The students will be taking part in Mending Wings' S.L.A.M.

Trips (Students Learning About Missions). This is a locally-led, cross-cultural mission trip experience for youth

groups, all within an indigenous paradigm. Mending Wings seeks to instill a new perspective and way of

practicing mission trips in the next generation of the church. In order to learn, we need each other - the body of

Christ working together.

 

          This year our students will be engaged in an Envelope Fundraiser. We are seeking investors! The students

going to serve this year, will be working hard and engaged face to face in the community. They too, are going to

be encourage to group in leadership skills and confidence that will overflow into ministry here at North Creek! So

we are seeking church members that are seeking to invest in seeing that growth happen!

 

          On Sunday July 7th and 14th, as you walk into NCPC, you will be greeted by a wall of numbered envelopes.

Each envelope represents the amount that you would like to donate. For example, if you would like to donate $50

then you can take the '50' envelope. Or if that's already gone, you can take two envelopes that total 50 (maybe

envelope 20 and 30). You can either return the envelope on the day or bring it in the following week. Please

make checks payable to NCPC and mark them as 'Youth Mission Trip'.

 

We are so thankful for the support of our North Creek family as we invest in our students, keeping our baptismal

promise to nurture them in their faith as we adventure together into the future of youth ministry here at NCPC.

CHILDREN'S AND YOUTH MINISTRY 4
YOUTH MISSION TRIP ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER!

SUPPLIES NEEDED BY JULY 7
Children’s Ministry is collecting cleaned metal food cans,

yogurt cups, & plastic water bottles for Summer Bible

Camp.  All must be empty & washed; cans should not have

lids. You can drop off at the Children’s Check in Area, see

Nathan Wagner with questions.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
STANDING IN THE RIVER FOR ADULTS
THURSDAY, JULY 25TH AT 12PM
ADULTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR LUNCH
AS WE LISTEN TO YOUR STORIES OF YOUTH
MINISTRY AND HOPES FOR THE FUTURE.

YOUTH MISSION TRIP
JULY 28TH—AUGUST 2ND
WE WILL BE COMMISSIONING OUR MISSION
TRIP GROUP AT OUR 10AM SERVICE ON JULY
28TH.

FALL RETREAT AT WARM BEACH
SEPTEMBER 20TH—22ND
VISIT THE NCPC WEBSITE TO SIGN UP FOR
THIS FALL’S EPIC RETREAT AT WARM BEACH.

SUMMER YOUTH BBQS
DETAILS COMING SOON
WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING THREE SUMMER
EVENTS THROUGH OUR SUMMER IN THE NEAR
FUTURE!



NEWS & NOTES
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The NCPC online directory will be unavailable on our

website until further notice. We are hoping to have it

back online by Fall 2019. Please update your

information here. Contact the church office with

questions.

Online Directory Notice

Thank you to God and to the congregation for

providing the means to undertake and to complete

satisfactorily the new flooring project. The workmen

were professional and experts at their jobs. Michael

Mallant served well as project manager. We, Facilities,

hope that you like and appreciate the new

carpet. Please help take good care of the new carpet.

New Carpet in the Church

Throughout June, July, and August, Women’s Bible

Study will be using their summer schedule. They meet

the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month. This month they

will meet July 2nd & July 16th at 10 am in room

C72&73.

Women's Bible Study

We often search for what will bring us a sense of

adequacy, significance, security and well-being.  On

7/19 at 9am join RMNW for this week-day retreat as we

ponder and pray about what is enough from God’s

perspective. The cost is $25. For information and

registration visit renewalminnw.org.

RMNW Summer Prayer Retreat-"Is It Enough?"

PRAYER FOCUS
Do you remember that wonderful hymn by Joseph Medlicott

Scriven “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”? He is that friend

with a listening ear. That friend who responds to our pain

or joy. He is that friend who loves us unconditionally, our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Have you talked to that friend

lately? He is waiting to hearing for each one of us.

Mill Creek Community food bank is in need of the

following items: canned protein- tuna, chicken, spam

& Vienna sausages; peanut butter; tomato pasta

sauce; and rice.

Please leave donations in the red wagon in the

narthex.

Food Bank Donations Needed

FAITH & MISSIONS EVENTS

Graham Kerr,  well-known

celebrity TV chef, will share

his conversion and his journey

from Celebrity to Servant. He

will tell how his new mindset

has affected his everyday

life. His “new way of thinking

about food” was a result of

his awakening as a Christian

in the mid-1970s. His epiphany

was in part prompted by the

imbalance he had seen in his

travels between countries

with not enough to eat and

those with too much.

Jeff Kwon, a former member

and current supported

missionary of NCPC will share

about his work, and aspects of

the state of the gospel.  Jeff is

the Director of Member

Services with Frontier Ventures,

a “protestant religious order”

composed of innovators

desiring to see God glorified

among all peoples, especially

the last remaining "unreached"

peoples in the world with

limited or no access to the

gospel.

Come join us in a peaceful setting discussing ever

changing topics and book studies. We are now

studying ’Fifty-Seven Words that Changed the World’

by Darrell Johnson (which is the Lord’s Prayer). We

meet on the second Saturday of every month and start

at 8:30am, usually over a delicious breakfast (which is

optional). Please contact Gene Hertzke or Scott Henry

for more details.

Men's Monthly Breakfast

HAPPENINGS AT NORTH CREEK

REGISTER HERE

Mark your calendars for our first NCPC summer picnic

following worship on July 14th. Beef burgers, veggie

burgers, hot dogs, beverages provided. You’re invited to

bring salads, sides and desserts. Monetary donations to

cover costs are welcomed, but not required. No travel

necessary….just head out our back door and you’re there!

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/directory-information
http://renewalminnw.org/
http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/summer-f3s


          Good news!  Woodside Elementary School principal Betty Cobbs reports that the long-awaited remodel of the

school and grounds will begin this summer.  The bad news?  With contractors and workers on the grounds and in the

classrooms throughout the summer, we won’t be able to hold our annual Serve Our Schools project this August.  Dr.

Cobbs says “Don’t forget us!”  After the remodel they’ll be ready to resume our August partnership project.

 

          Even though we won’t be holding our Serve Our Schools event at Woodside later this summer, it’s a good time

to reflect on the impact of our ten years of service.  Woodside has had to wait a long time for this much-needed

remodel, and every year the aging facility needed the special touches our service day provided at the start of each

school year.  We look forward to continuing our partnership, as we pray for a successful remodel and anticipate a

joyful groundbreaking ceremony when the work is completed.
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WOODSIDE ELEMENTARY UPDATE

PIERRE RASHAD HOUSSNEY
          Pierre Rashad Houssney, MENA Regional Director for Horizons International, is a Lebanese-American who grew

up in the context of cross-cultural ministry among Muslims and international students. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in

Psychology from the University of Northern Colorado, and is fluent in English and Arabic. He has been in full-time

ministry with Horizons International since 2006, and has been an active member of Horizons’ teaching staff and

curriculum development team since 2002. He has played a lead role in the development and teaching of the

Engaging Islam and Cubs to Lions training curricula, and co-edited Engaging Islam (Georges Houssney, Treeline

Publishing, Boulder, CO, 2010).

 

          Pierre has traveled to over 30 countries, and his field experience in the Middle East began when he spent

summers doing outreach in Lebanon as a teenager and spent a gap year during university doing music ministry in

Beirut. Pierre lives in Beirut, Lebanon, with his wife, Gigi, and their two children, where he leads a team of nationals

and missionaries who run a center for evangelism and discipleship among Muslims.

 

          He will be sharing stories of how God is working among Syrian refugees in Lebanon and how the Lebanese

churches are serving them. It’s an incredible story of redemption.

MISSIONS



7STEPHEN MINISTRY
A LETTER FROM OUR MINISTERS
Listen, do you want to know a secret?  You know the old Beatles song; I’m using it to get your attention.  

 

         Stephen Ministry is a confidential ministry, not a secret ministry.  I hope that doesn’t surprise you.  North Creek

Presbyterian Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation.  This means we equip and empower lay people who are

trained in specific listening techniques to come alongside those who are going through difficult times.  These Stephen

Ministers provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting.   They usually provide

care to one care receiver at a time, a person of the same gender, once a week for about an hour.  Twice a month,

Stephen Ministers gather with their Stephen Leaders for supervision and continuing education. 

 

         Care receivers are people, members and attenders of NCPC, and others in the community, who receive care

from a Stephen Minister.  They are people struggling through a difficult time in life, experiencing grief, divorce, job

loss, illness or some other life crisis.  Important guidelines for this caring relationship to protect both the care receiver

and the Stephen Minister are: the relationship is confidential, men are matched with men, women are matched with

women, and when a care receiver’s need exceeds what a Stephen Minister can provide, the Stephen Ministry team

makes a referral to an appropriate professional or other community resource.

 

          Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry in congregations.  They build awareness of the ministry,

recruit and train Stephen Ministers, connect with potential care receivers to assess their needs, match care receivers

with Stephen Ministers and they provide Stephen Ministers with ongoing supervision and continuing education.

 

          “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).  Stephen

Ministry is one of the ways NCPC fulfills its mission statement “Connecting to a life-giving relationship with Jesus”. 

This fall Stephen Leaders will begin seeking potential Stephen Ministers for our next training session in January 2020. 

This summer we invite you to prayerfully consider if Stephen Ministry is a match for you. 

 

 Sincerely, Linda Cray

DIRECTORY UPDATE

 

We are updating the directory! If you have changes to your information, think it may be incorrect, or are unsure that we have it, we

encourage you to submit it today. Likewise, we ask that you submit a family photo to the office. If you do not have one, no worries,

because we will be taking family portrait photos after an upcoming service, date to be announced soon!

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/directory-information

