
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

January Sermon Series 

 

Releaser of Captives 
Getting to Know Luke’s Jesus One Chapter at a Time 
      

January 6  “The Great Banquet” Luke 14:15-24 

   

January 13  “The Prodigal God” Luke 15:11-32 

 

January 20  “Turning Tables” Luke 16:19-31 

 

January 27  “Looks Can Be Deceiving” Luke 17:20-37 
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Pastor’s Pen 2 
Blind-sided.  From cars driving along the road to wide receivers crossing the middle of the football field, those 
who are blind-sided are unaware of the hit they’re about to take.  I remember it happening quite frequently 
in pillow fights with my young daughters; one would playfully distract me while the other was waiting to 
deliver that satisfying blindside smack of softness that would leave them howling in laughter! 
 
One of Jesus’ important teaching themes is the concept of watchfulness.  You might call watchfulness “the 
art of avoiding being blind-sided.”  Jesus encourages watchfulness in one of his parables in Luke 12, saying “It 
will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes” (v. 37).  In Matthew 26:41 
he famously calls his disciples to be watchful in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”  Eugene Peterson puts it 
another way in The Message: 
 

Stay alert; be in prayer so you don’t wander into temptation without even knowing you’re in danger. 
There is a part of you that is eager, ready for anything in God.  But there’s another part that’s as lazy 
as an old dog sleeping by the fire.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many of us have known a dog or two in our lifetime that could stay asleep by the fire no matter what was 
going on nearby.  I don’t think it’s going too far to say we’ve all got a bit of that lazy old dog in us, content to 
just sleep by the fire, thinking only about our warmth and comfort.  In lazy-dog-mode, we’re susceptible to 
being blind-sided: not alert to the temptations that seek to gain control of us or the movement of God in our 
lives. 
 
That’s why God is constantly reminding us to stay alert, to be aware of what’s happening with our thoughts 
and feelings in the situations and circumstances of daily life.  God doesn’t want us to be blind-sided.  In God’s 
word we’re warned to be prepared and prayerful so we won’t wander into temptation, encouraged to 
examine our spiritual lives so that we’ll know what God wants us to do. 
 
If you’re looking for a few verses to motivate you with fresh spiritual energy as the New Year gets underway, 
try 2 Corinthians 13:5 and 1 Peter 1:13.  These verses encourage us to examine ourselves and prepare our 
minds for action, to get our lazy dog “up-&-at-‘em” spiritually.  Following this wisdom from God will give us 
the alertness of life that we need.  In a world like ours – with temptations galore – and with a God like ours – 
with blessings and more – it’s better to be a watchdog than a fireside sleeper. 

 
Joyfully in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt 



 

 

Enjoying the annual Christmas party 
hosted by the Little family. 

4 
Save the Dates - 2019

 
 

Back to Regular Wednesday Nights   Wednesday, January 9 
 
Broom Ball & Night Games    Friday, January 18 
 
30-Hour Famine Mission     February 22-23 (tent.) 
 
Middle School Spring Retreat    April 26-28 
(Fusion Island Lake) 
 
High School Spring Retreat    TBD 
 
Summer Mission Trip     TBD 
 
Fall Retreat at Warm Beach    September 20-22 

On December 23rd, our college students returned to church 
during their winter break and enjoyed a festive holiday brunch. 

Smiles galore at the late-night Laser Tag 
event during Christmas vacation. 

Youth Happenings! 



 

 

Youth Ministry 4 

2019 
Announcing the  Confirmation Class at North Creek Presbyterian Church 

What is it?   
 

• Open to all 7th and 8th 
graders, as well as High 
School students who 
haven’t been confirmed 
into church membership 

 
• Embark on the voyage of 

following Christ— Learn 
about the Christian faith & 
decide what you believe. 

 
• Fun, food, field trips...all 

fueling our voyage of 
discovery! 

When is it?   
 

• Opening Event—
Wednesday, January 9, 
5:45 pm  >> Pizza Party 
kick-off for students and 
parents! (Stay for youth 
group at 7pm ) 

 
• Every Sunday, January 

13 - March 17, 9:00—
10:15 AM 

 
• Meet in the Sanctuary; 

after 15 minutes of 
worship, class will move to 
the Youth Room 

How do I sign 
up?   
 

Sign up on the church 
website by Sunday,  
January 6 
 
go to 
www.northcreekpres.org 
(youth page) 

Pastor Kurt Helmcke, North Creek Presbyterian Church, 621 164th ST SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 > 425-743-2386 > www.northcreekpres.org > kurt@northcreekpres.org 

http://www.northcreekpres.org/#/youth/confirmation-2017
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In Other News 5 
Prayer Team 

Do you ever yearn to have a friend to whom 

you may go and pour out all that  is on your 

heart? Do you know Jesus Christ? If you do 

then you have that kind of friend and that kind 

of sharing is known as prayer. 

Job Opportunities 

NCPC is looking for a Director of Youth Ministry 

to work with students in grades 6-12 and their 

families. See our NCPC website for the job 

description under Resources/Employment. 

NCPC is also looking for an Office Assistant to 

work 20 hours per week. If interested, please 

send a resume to church@northcreekpres.org. 

The ACE (Adult Christian Education) program is back in business! After the Christmas/New 

Year hiatus, classes will resume on January 6. Start the New Year by coming to Room 66/68 

on Sunday morning to begin an eight-week series under the inspired teaching of Don Lichty 

and Karen Butler. Beginning at 10:30, enjoy fellowship with other thoughtful learners while 

savoring coffee and home-baked pastries. From 10:45 to 11:45 Don and Karen will deepen 

your understanding of God’s Word to us as revealed in “A Thematic Study of Luke-Acts.”   

 

January Schedule:   

Jan. 6:   Overview and Introduction to Luke-Acts  

Jan 13:  The Women and the Poor; Their Prominent Roles in Advancing God’s Story 

Jan 20:  God the Father’s Providential Control 

Jan. 27:  Jesus Revealed as Messiah, Son of God, and Lord of All 

Other topics covered in February: The Holy Spirit, The Gospel & Salvation,  The Story of Israel Fulfilled in 

Jesus, Eschatology 

Looking ahead: Summer F3 (Faith, 

Food, and Fellowship ) 

Plan to enjoy this summer’s three F3 

event opportunities. On scheduled 

Wednesdays, we will enjoy fellowship and hear 

outstanding speakers. Again, you’ll enjoy a light 

buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by a speaker 

at 7 p.m. Stay tuned for updates 

Online Giving 

In order to provide more options and make giv-

ing easier, online giving is now available! Visit 

our website for more information!  

Amazon Smile 

Do you use Amazon? You now have the option 

to use Amazon Smile while you shop, which 

will give a percentage of your purchase back to 

NCPC. Click here and follow the directions. 

http://northcreekpres.org/online-giving
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1122001


 

 

Renewal Ministries 6 
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