
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

February Sermon Series 

 

The King of Reversals  
Getting to Know Luke’s Jesus One Chapter at a Time 
      

 

February 3  “Powerful Faith for Not-So-Powerful People ” 

    Luke 18:1-8 

  
February 10  “A Pharisee, A Tax Collector. . . A Child”     

    Luke 18:9-17 

 
February 17  “Not Short on Change”      

    Luke 19:1-10 

 
February 24  “Locating Loyalties”    

     Luke 20:20-26 
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Pastor’s Pen 2 
 Session’s 2019 “Big 3” 
 Connecting Initiatives 

 
 
 
 

 

At our January 27 annual meeting, five elders updated the congregation on what the session has heard Jesus 
telling us through an 18-month, in-depth season of strategic discernment.  Having “abided” in the 
vineyard with Jesus through an all-summer worship series, a congregational listening session and follow-up 
input forms, and a staff discernment retreat, the session gathered November 3-4 for an overnight retreat to 
connect the dots of what we’ve heard.  The session heard God’s voice inviting us to “connect people to 
Jesus” in 2019 through three specific strategic initiatives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We heard a hunger to connect more deeply to God by renewing and reinvigorating our Sunday morning 
worship, fellowship and study.  A task force is at work assessing our overall Sunday schedule (i.e. when we 
worship and when and how we learn together—we’re trying out a new schedule starting March 10) as well as 
the experience of worship (more faith sharing, opportunities for prayer and silence, perhaps more frequent 
celebration of the sacrament). 

 
 
 
 

We also heard a hunger to connect to one another as a congregation, forging new and deeper 
relationships through which God might create meaningful community.  Our response will be to regularly 
gather the entire congregation over shared potluck meals in somewhat random groups of eight or so, hosted 
in homes (the first on April 28th—details soon).  Relationships are a key component of following Jesus; this 
initiative will deepen and broaden our experience of community.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finally, we heard a hunger to connect in a bold new way with the youth of our community.  We have 
long done “youth ministry”—we want to change the narrative, thinking of our connection to youth as a 
mission to teenagers inside and outside the church, a mission shared by the entire congregation (including 
you!).  The team currently searching for a new Director of Youth Ministry (under the direction of Slingshot 
consulting) seeks someone who, in addition to shepherding our own teens, can help mobilize every member 
for some role in this initiative (from learning three teens’ names to joining a team getting to 
know local teens in their own contexts). 
As 2019 unfolds you’ll be hearing much more about all three of these initiatives.  We’re 
excited to see how God uses all three to connect people to a life-changing relationship with 
Jesus. 
Grace and peace! 
Pastor David 



 

 

MOPs 3 
Mothers of Preschoolers: Find Your Fire 
 

Another year of MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is underway at NCPC! Our group consists of almost 40 
women ready to dive deeper into our theme, Find Your Fire. Our MOPS group has a history of giving back to 
our community. Each year we choose 1-2 activities or organizations to support such as Cocoon House, Mary’s 
Place, Seattle Children’s, and Eastside Baby Corner. 
 
What is MOPS? 
 

MOPS is a group of moms with children ranging in age from newborn to kindergarten. We come together to 
encourage one another through the journey of motherhood, share life’s ups and downs, and walk with each 
other as we grow deeper in relationship with Jesus. NCPC MOPS meetings are held in the Fireside Room 
while our young children are cared for in the nursery and neighboring classrooms. We enjoy a meal together 
before diving into a devotion given by a different member of our leadership team each week. The majority of 
our time spent in meetings is focused on either a speaker, crafting, small group fellowship, or outreach 
projects. 
 
Fundraising 
 

One of our fundraising efforts this year is a pancake breakfast, which is 
taking place in the Fellowship Hall Sunday, February 24 before each 
service. We are asking for a suggested donation of $5 per person before 
enjoying a delicious breakfast of pancakes, fruit, ham, coffee, and juice. 
Additional information about MOPS will be displayed for all who are 
interested in learning more about our ministry. In addition to breakfast, a 
raffle will be taking place for all who wish to purchase $1 raffle tickets. 
Five unique baskets, each with a different theme, are being created by 
MOPS moms to be given to five lucky winners! 
 

Much of our fundraising proceeds are used for scholarships to assist 
mothers in our group who are unable to pay quarterly dues and/or the 
annual registration fee. These dues and fees are necessary for our group 
to operate, but we never want to turn a mother away simply due to 
financial hardships. Your support toward our fundraising efforts is much 
appreciated and we look forward to seeing the church congregation at 
the pancake breakfast! 
 
Visit www.mops.org to learn more about MOPS International. 
If you have any questions about NCPC MOPS, please visit the MOPS page of the NCPC website. 

http://www.mops.org
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2019 Summer Mission 
Trip 

Mending Wings (Yakima 
Reservation) S.L.A.M. Trip 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 23-29 (Sunday – Saturday) 

Middle School Spring 
Retreat 

Fusion Weekend at Island 
Lake Camp 

 
April 26-28 (Friday – Sunday)  

30-Hour Famine  
Dynamic Mission Experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 22-23 (Friday & Saturday) 

 

Signs of Spring Family Lent Event 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 

5:00 – 7:00 PM 
 

Join us on Saturday, March 2 at 
North Creek Presbyterian Church to 

learn about and prepare for the 
season of Lent with other families!  

We will enjoy Pizza, make a few Lent 
themed crafts, participate in a 

Lenten Scavenger Hunt and connect 
with each other.  This event is 

designed for families with kids in 
Preschool-5th Grade, but anyone is 

welcome to attend.  Invite your 
friends and come discover what Lent 

is all about!  You can RSVP on our 
website under the Children’s Page.   

Children Ministries  

http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-ministries


 

 

In Other News 5 
New Membership Class 

Have you thought about becoming a member? Do you 

want to get to know more about North Creek? Sign up 

today! Class Schedule: 3/2, 3/9, 3/16 9-11:30am with a 

6pm welcome reception on 3/26 Register online or 

contact Nannette Westlake at nannette_h@hotmail.com 

or 425-232-8541. 

 

Church Grounds Work Party 

Saturday February 16th, 9am to 12 noon. Main focus will 

be digging blackberry roots so bring shovels and energy. 

Skilled people who know how to prune are also needed. 

Your participation is appreciated. 

 

Job Opportunities 

North Creek is hiring for the following positions: 

• Office assistant to work 20 hours per week 

• Finance/ HR manager 20 hours per week 

See our NCPC website for the job description under 

Resources/Employment 

 

Online Giving 

In order to provide more options and 

make giving easier, online giving is now 

available! Visit our website for more information!  

Deacons need volunteers to give rides 

People willing to bring elderly members, one in Edmonds 

and one in Mukilteo to church and back on Sunday 

Mornings—could be once, once a month—whatever 

would work for you.  It would be such a blessing for 

them to worship with us all.  Contact Linda Carson 206-

818-6613 or carsonlinda60@gmail.com” 

 

Looking ahead: Summer F3  

(Faith, Food, and Fellowship ) 

Plan to enjoy this summer’s 

three F3 event opportunities. 

On scheduled Wednesdays, 

we will enjoy fellowship and 

hear outstanding speakers. 

Again, you’ll enjoy a light 

buffet dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by a speaker at 7 p.m. Stay tuned for updates 

 

Prayer Team 

Do you ever yearn to have a friend to whom you may go 

and pour out all that  is on your heart? Do you know 

Jesus Christ? If you do then you have that kind of friend 

and that kind of sharing is known as prayer. 

 

Experiencing the Saving Sorrow of Lent  
with Luke, G.F. Handel,  
and a New Sunday Morning Schedule 

The season of Lent (and Pastor Kurt’s discussion class on Handel’s Messiah) presents an ideal opportunity to 
introduce and evaluate a new Sunday morning schedule (part of session’s “renewing Sunday” initiative).  
Combining services will 1) concentrate the energy of our worship and 2) allow a new 45-minute dedicated 
“Faith Formation” option for all ages (parents can’t easily learn the faith under our current schedule).  Our 
main children’s Sunday School will continue to take place during worship.  Here’s what it will look like: 

9–9:45   New Faith Formation Opportunity for All Ages 

10–11:15   Single Worship Service & Children’s Sunday School 

11:15   Fellowship 
 

Throughout the month of February we’ll explain more about what we hope to accomplish with this schedule change, 
along with exciting new learning options for children and adults. 

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/new-member-class
mailto:nannette_h@hotmail.com
http://northcreekpres.org/resources/employment
http://northcreekpres.org/online-giving
mailto:carsonlinda60@gmail.com
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Introduction to Central Asia 
Central Asia’s peoples, cultures and lands are little known in the west, but these places have rich histories, rugged 
landscapes and amazing hospitality. The six “stan” countries have 100 million people, many of whom struggle with 

hopelessness and poverty, and most of whom have never heard the Gospel. This class will be facilitated by North Creek 
Member Oksana Britsova, who was born and raised in Kazakhstan, and Rita Johnson, staff person of Frontier Fellowship, 

who lived for 15 years in Central Asia. Join us 10:45-11:45 a.m. on February 24 and March 3 in the Fireside Room. 
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http://renewalminnw.org/retreats/

