
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

April Sermon Series 

The Worst Best Week 
Luke’s Story of the Passion 

 

April 7  “Crowdsourced Evil (The Trial)”   

    Luke 23:13-25 
 

April  14  “A Less Triumphant Process (The Via Dolorosa)” 

     Luke 23:26-38 
 

Easter 2019 
 

April 21   “Hallelujah” 

    Luke 24:1-12 
 

Walking into Hope:  
Luke's Expectant Final Chapters 

 

April 28  “Seven Miles of Discovery: The Walk to Emmaus”

    Luke 22:54-62 
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Pastor’s Pen 2 

Lent 2019:  A Passion for Jesus’ Passion 

In English usage, the word passion really has two meanings.  One is the more common everyday meaning: 
intense emotional commitment to or affection for someone or something.  But that common meaning is in 
fact derived from its more narrow original English meaning: a narrative or a piece of music specifically about 
Jesus’ suffering. 

During this season of Lent (the 40 days leading up to our Celebration of Easter on April 21), we are journeying 
through both a narrative passion and a musical passion.  The narrative is the two chapters of Luke’s gospel (his 
chapters 22-23) in which he tells the sad story of Jesus’ suffering up to and including the crucifixion.  At the 
same time, both in worship and in Pastor Kurt’s special 9am class on the topic, we are considering how the 
composer Georg Friedrich Handel tells the same story through orchestra and voice in his magnificent 1742 
oratorio The Messiah. 

These are neither easy stories to read nor easy pieces to hear.  They are full of the deepest pain and lament.  
In them the brokenness of the world surfaces in all its grim reality.  Yet they point us to the true character of 
the God we serve, and the Messiah he sent—a God who does not flee suffering, but instead out of the purest 
love for us walks straight into its midst.  Because God has known and experienced such suffering, we can be 
confident he is right with us in our darkest moments and most debilitating failures. 

We began with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, prayerfully preparing for the suffering he was to face.  
Then in turn two of his beloved disciples, Judas and Peter, fail him in different ways.  Then Jesus comes face to 
face with the hostility, cynicism and indifference of the world, first in the persons of Pilot and Herod, then in 
an angry crowd, and finally, along that forlorn route to the cross, in the mocking of the local population.  In 
each of these passages, as we plumb the passion (suffering) of Jesus, we’ll discover the deep love that propels 
him on toward the cross, including at two interactive Good Friday worship experiences along with the 
congregations of Mill Creek Foursquare Church and Mill Creek Community Church. 

Having plumbed the meaning of the word passion as it applies to God’s Messiah, we will be well prepared to 
experience another prominent word from Handel’s Messiah when we gather in three services for Easter 
worship on April 21 . . . the word Hallelujah! 

Until then, a blessed and meaningful Lent - Pastor David 



 

 

Starting with Palm Sunday, we enter into a time called Holy Week, which encompasses the week leading 

up to Jesus’ Resurrection. North Creek Presbyterian Church will be holding worship services in 

celebration of these important Christian holidays. 

4/14- Palm Sunday– 10 AM Service 

4/19- Good Friday– 6 PM and 8 PM Services* 

4/21- Easter Sunday— 8:30 AM, 10 AM, and 11:30 AM Services 

Please join us in celebrating the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ! 

*Our Good Friday Services will be held here at NCPC in fellowship with Mill Creek Foursquare and  

Mill Creek Community churches.  

Holy Week Service Schedule 3 

MOPS 

 MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) at North Creek Presbyterian 
Church welcomes you! We are currently looking for Moms of 
Preschoolers to join our group here at NCPC. During the meetings, 
mothers get to make connections with other moms, share 
experiences through laughter and tears, and offer advice and/or 
help when needed. This is a support system that prays for one 
another, receives knowledge from scheduled speakers, and 
engages in small discussion groups. 
MOPS at NCPC meets the first and third Wednesdays of each 
month (September through May), 9:30am-11:30am, with childcare 
provided. To learn more, schedule a visit, or join our group, please 
visit our webpage to find the most current contact person. We look 
forward to meeting you! 

northcreekpres.org/adults-families/mops
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Youth Ministry 5 
High School Spring Retreat 

in traditional laid-back rest & renewal style 

April 12-14, 2019 (Fri—Sun) 

Get Away with God… 
to Lummi Island! 

Take a break from the busyness of High 

School life to relax, enjoy friendships, eat 

good food, and get real with God. 

Youth Summer Mission Trip 

Middle School  

Spring Retreat 

April 26-28, 2019 (Fri-Sun) 
A weekend of unforgettable adventure 

& spiritual growth 
Fun activities!  /  Great speaker!   
Live music!  / Deep discussions!  
  Tasty meals!  /  Motor bikes! 

S.L.A.M. Trip — Students Learning About Missions 
  to Mending Wings Ministries on the Yakama Native American Reservation 

July 28 — August 3, 2019 (Sun-Sat) 
For Students Grades 6-12 

Cost = $500 per student (less with fundraising!) 
Applications Available Here Soon 

http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-ministries


 

 

In Other News 6 
Thank You From The Facilities Team 

Many Thanks to those who have helped and are 

helping with pruning shrubs, blackberry vine and weed 

removal, fence repairing, pavement repairing, 

shoveling, window washing, and thinking about the 

future of our North Creek Presbyterian Church facility 

from the roof, the painting, and carpets.  You all are 

Wonderfully dedicated to the further use and 

betterment of God’s House.  Thank you for what each 

of you does to make God’s house a home for His word! 

 

Covenant Group Study 2019– Jesus’s Healings 

The book of Matthew discusses 10 healings of Jesus. 

We will continue to explore these healings together 

after Easter in the book Jesus the 

Healer by Rev. Darrell Johnson. We 

will resume with Ch. 5 and are 

welcoming new individuals to join! 

We will meet weekly on Thursdays 

starting 4/25. Please RSVP to Peg or 

Joe Upton and contact them for 

details at 425.316.9418 or 

peg.joe@outlook.com.  

 

Silver Thimbles Quilting Group 

The Silver Thimbles are meeting every second Friday of 

each month at 1:00 pm. Join us on April 12! Our group 

works together to create quilts for foster children. We 

are always seeking new members! 

For information call Leona Burgess at 425.745.2486 or 

email her at leoburg1@gmail.com. 

NCPC Church Work Party 

On Saturday, April 13 from 9-12 pm, weather 

permitting, we are having a work party at the church! 

The main focus will be general clean-up, and digging 

blackberry roots, so bring shovels and energy. Skilled 

people who know how to prune are also needed. Your 

participation is appreciated! Please contact Bundie 

Olsen if you have any questions at albun@comcast.net. 

 

Ladies’ Craft Night 

The Ladies of the Church meet on the third Friday of 

every month for crafts! The next one is April 12th at 

7pm, as to avoid conflict with  our Holy Week schedule.  

Join us for fellowship and crafting. Bring a craft or 

project you have been working on. If you don’t have a 

craft just come and hang out. Bring a friend and treats 

to share. All are welcome. See you then! We meet in 

Classroom 76. Park in the back of church by North 

Entrance. 

 

Pizza With the Pastor 

The Welcome Team hosted our first Pizza with the 

Pastor on February 24th with several people that have 

been recently visiting our church, and one of them is 

currently taking our new members class!  Thanks to 

Pastor David and several of our Elders and Deacons 

who joined in the fun.  Our next Pizza with the Pastor 

will be June 30th at 11:30 for all of you who are newly 

visiting NCPC and would like to learn more about our 

church.  Call or email Mary Dill if you have any 

questions. At 425-280-3133 or 

marykathryndil@gmail.com. 

Experiencing the Saving Sorrow of 
Lent with Luke and G.F. Handel  

Only Two Classes Left! 

The season of Lent (and Pastor Kurt’s discussion class on Handel’s Messiah) presents an ideal opportunity to 
introduce and evaluate a new Sunday morning schedule (part of session’s “renewing Sunday” initiative).  
Combining services will 1) concentrate the energy of our worship and 2) allow a new 45-minute dedicated “Faith 
Formation” option for all ages (parents can’t easily learn the faith under our current schedule).  Our main 
children’s Sunday School will continue to take place during worship.  Here’s what it will look like: 

9–9:45   New Faith Formation Opportunity for All Ages 

10–11:15   Single Worship Service & Children’s Sunday School 

11:15   Fellowship 

mailto:peg.joe@outlook.com?subject=Covenant%20Group-%20Jesus'%20Healings
mailto:leoburg1@gmail.com.?subject=Silver%20Thimbles
mailto:albun@comcast.net?subject=April%20Work%20Party
mailto:marykathryndil@gmail.com?subject=Pizza%20With%20the%20Pastor


 

 

6 

Prayer Focus 

7 
Please Pray for NCPC’s Sister Church in Haiti  
Pastor Desvariste, our in-country liaison reports unrest in Haiti unlike he has ever seen before. Our friends in 

Bertrand remain in their homes and schools are closed as they fear for their safety, with prices rising for 

scarce necessities. We join them in prayer that they will continue to trust God for their daily provision and 

that He will continue to be ever present to them. Pastor Desvariste asks all to pray for safety, food and 

supplies to reach Bertrand and for the peoples faith to spread to others, and grow deeper and stronger. NCPC 

has sent them a generous donation for supplies in this urgent situation. For additional information, contact 

the Friends of Bertrand Haiti Action Team through Gary and Donna Turner at garyeturner1972@gmail.com. 

Mission Team  

A– Always 
B– Begin 
I– In 
D– Divine 
E– Encounter 

During the Lenten season, we as Christians are encouraged to 

exercise spiritual discipline and growth  as we reflect on the 

suffering and death of Jesus for our salvation. As we grow and 

repent in thus season, we are encouraged to maintain a close 

relationship with the Lord. One way to help strengthen that 

relationship is to abide in daily prayer. Consider the following 

acronym to help keep us close to God, especially during Lent.  

 

 

 

 

 

Consider beginning each day with prayer as a way of growing 

closer to the Lord and make sure to abide by his teachings in 

your daily life.  
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Renewal Ministries 8 

http://www.renewalminnw.org/

