
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

September Sermon Series 

 

Life on the Vine 
Abiding All Summer in John 15:1-11 

 

 

September 2  “So That Your Joy may be complete” John 5:11 

 

Releaser of Captives 
Getting to Know Luke’s Jesus One Chapter at a Time 

      

 

September 9  “Fulfilled in Your Hearing” Luke 4:16-30 

   

September 16  “We Have Seen Strange Things Today” Luke 5:17-26 

 

September 23  “The Blunter Beatitudes” Luke 6:20-26 

 

September 30  “Stingy Simon an Proportional Props” Luke 7:36-50 
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Pastors Pen 2 
“Regardless of how this turns out, we’ll welcome kids here – whatever it takes.” 

      - Jackson High School Principal Dave Peters 

 

It’s September, and that means it’s time for students to head 

back to school for another year on their journey to maturity.  

Here at North Creek, our families with children of all ages are 

gearing up – procuring school supplies, paying fees, refreshing 

the clothes closet.  We also have a host of teachers and other 

school employees who attend our church, and they are working 

tirelessly to prepare for another great year.  This is tough work, 

vital to a healthy society.  I’ve come to recognize that all too 

often this is underappreciated work.  Let’s have a spirit of grati-

tude for all those who invest in the lives of children. 
 

A Tsunami of Students 
 

We’ve talked here and there about the growth of our community, especially in the form of families moving into  

newly-built homes over the past decade.  These kids come in all ages, shapes, and sizes, and we’re just beginning to see 

their impact on our school population.  Case in point – our very own Henry M. Jackson High School.  Designed to  

accommodate 1500 students, it currently enrolls 2100, and is projected to grow to more than 2300 in the next four 

years!   In the Everett School District, officials are predicting an increase in high school enrollment of 800 in the next 5 

years.  Most of these students are already attending nearby elementary and middle schools. 

 

In this tsunami of teens in our community, what is God saying to the churches?  What might God be saying to us at 

NCPC?  We currently have a vacancy in our Youth Director staff position and are in the process of discerning what kind 

of staffing we need now and into the future.  Looking at this community reality, the message I’m starting to hear is not 

only that we need staff but also that it might be through this staff position that God equips us as a church to respond to 

an undeniable influx of teenagers in our community.  This moment reminds me of the scene in the Old Testament book 

of Esther, when Mordecai suggested to Esther that perhaps she was led to a particular time and place “for such a time 

as this” in God’s overall plan (Esther 4:14). 

 

Jackson High School Principal Dave Peters was interviewed recently for a local newspaper article about current  

overcrowding and the prediction of future growth at his school.  His last word was one of courageous commitment to 

the young lives in his care: “Regardless of how this turns out, we’ll welcome kids here – whatever it takes.”  Let’s stand 

with him and the countless others who are on the front lines with our local teens every day.  Motivated by the love of 

Christ, let’s commit ourselves to welcoming kids here, whatever it takes. 

 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

 

Pastor Kurt 



 

 

Luke Series 3 

Sunday chapter message 

Sept 9 Luke 4 4:16-30 

Sept 16 Luke 5 5:17-26 

Sept 23 Luke 6 6:20-26 

Sept 30 Luke 7 7:36-50 

Oct 7 
World Communion 

Pastor Desveriste 

Oct 14 Luke 8 8:40-56 

Oct 21 Luke 9 9:57-62 

Oct 28 Luke 10 10:1-12 

Nov 4 Luke 11 11:5-13 

Nov 11 Luke12 12:13-21 

Nov 18 
Consecration Sunday  
single 10am service 

Nov 25 Luke 13 13:31-35 

Dec 2 Luke 2 2:1-7 

Dec 9 Luke 1 1:26-38 

Dec 16 Luke 1 1:46-56 

Dec 23 Luke 2 2:22-38 

Dec 30 Luke 3 3:1-20 

Jan 6 Luke 14 14:15-24 

Jan 13 Luke 15 15:11-32 

Jan 20 Luke 16 16:19-31 

Jan 27 Luke 17 17:20-37 

Feb 3 TBA TBA 

Feb 10 Luke 18 18:1-8 

Feb 17 Luke 19 19:1-10 

Feb 24 Luke 20 20:20-26 

Mar 3 Luke 22 22:7-23 

Mar 10 Luke 22 22:39-46 

Mar 17 Luke 22 22:47-53 

Mar 24 Luke 22 22:54-62 

Mar 31 Luke 23 23:1-12 

Apr 7 Luke 23 23:13-25 

Apr 14 Luke 23 23:26-38 

Apr 21 Easter  Luke 24:1-12 

Apr 28 Luke 24 24:13-35 

May 5 Luke 24 24:35-49 

May 12 Luke 21 21:5-19 

May 19 Luke 21 21:20-28 

May 26 Luke 24 24:50-53 

June 2 Acts 1 Acts 1:12-26 

June 9 Pentecost – Acts 2 

HIGHLIGHTING JESUS 
Reading Luke’s Gospel Chapter–by-Chapter 

New Worship Series Beginning Sunday September 9 

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the 

events that have been fulfilled among us . . . I too decided, after 

investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 

account for you, most excellent Theophilus.   – Luke 1:1-4    

With these words a man named Luke begins his account of the life of Jesus of 

Nazareth. Over the next nine months, the NCPC congregation will find itself growing 

quite familiar with Luke’s Gospel; as we continue to heed the call our session heard 

to return to our first love, Luke will be our guide on a sustained and thorough 

exploration of who this Jesus was and is.  

We’re going to let Luke do that by reading his Gospel as a congregation one chapter 

per week between Labor Day and Father’s Day (turns out that pretty much fits Luke’s 

24 chapters). You can see the schedule for home study and worship to the left.   

Why start in chapter 4? Not only are we saving Luke’s Christmas story (chs 1-3) for 

Advent, Luke’s account of Jesus’ public debut in 4:16-30 is often called Luke’s Gospel 

in miniature, making it the perfect place to start on September 9th.  

Luke is enormously important to our understanding of Jesus. If we didn’t have his 

Gospel we’d know nothing about the shepherds or the manger at Christmas, the birth 

of John the Baptist, the story of Zacchaeus, or the parables of the Good Samaritan 

and the Prodigal Son. Of the four Gospel writers, in Luke Jesus has particular concern 

for the least, the last and the lost, emphasizing justice for the poor, the dangers of 

wealth, and God’s deep love for outcasts, untouchables, and (surprisingly for that 

era) women! 

My hope is that every worshiper—whether as a family, on your own, or in a small 

group—commits to reading and studying Luke’s Gospel chapter by chapter, week by 

week  We’ll even provide a free highlighter for you in worship on Sept 9th!   

Looking forward to together getting to know Jesus even better this coming year! 

Pastor David 



 

 

Children’s Ministry Fall Highlight 4 
I must have blinked. Somehow or another, August is already over. Soon our children will be 

heading back to school to begin a new school year in a different classroom with a new 

teacher and possibly some new friends. If you’re like most other parents and families out 

there, the beginning of a new school year, means a return to a more structured and reliable 

schedule. Our kids will go back to soccer practice, gymnastics, piano lessons, or whatever 

extracurricular activities they participate in.   

 

Fall is a good time of the year to come back and be a little more involved at church. At North 

Creek Presbyterian we realize that summertime often means an irregular schedule for 

everyone. We go on vacation or camping trips, taking advantage of  the small window of time 

where the weather is nice enough to explore the outdoors. We hope you’ve had a wonderful 

summer and an awesome time exploring God’s creation, but we have a lot of exciting things 

happening in Children’s Ministry this year and we want you to come and be a part of them. 

I’d like to highlight a few save the dates for church activities this fall. 

 

Alpha: Wednesday Nights, Starts September 19  

This Fall, we will be doing an outreach program called Alpha. This program is designed for 

families to invite other families to come and talk about faith and spirituality. There will be  

dinner and a special kids program as well. For more info contact, Pastor Kurt Helmcke. 

 

Parent’s Night Out: Saturday, October 6 

We are planning another Parent’s Night Out, where parents can drop off their kids for a night 

of fun and excitement, giving parents the opportunity to have a night without the kids. This 

date night is also a fundraiser to help provide toys for children at Matthew House.   

 

Advent Kickoff Party: Saturday, December 1, 5-7 PM 

Save the date for our annual Advent Party! This is a great way 

to kickoff the Advent season, with music, crafts, dinner and 

more! Families of all ages are invited to come and join in the 

fun.   

 

In Christ, 

Nathan Wagner 

Children’s Ministry Director 



 

 

NCPC Youth Fall 2018 5 
Wednesday Night Youth Group 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 9:00 PM > Youth Room  

Kick-off on September 12 at 7:00 PM (no dinner) 

Youth Alpha Course starts September 19 (includes dinner 
at 6:30 PM each week).  Invite your friends! 

Our flagship weekly gathering!  This fall we're doing the Youth 
Alpha Course, and inviting our friends to do it with us.  We start 
early with dinner together at 6:30 PM.  

 

Big Event: Whirly Ball!  

with Calvin & Snohomish Youth Groups 

Saturday, September 29 

Evening (exact time TBD).   
Save the Date!  Invite your friends! 
Permission form will be posted soon! 

 
 

 

Fall Retreat  
at Warm Beach Camp 

October 26-28 (Friday - Sunday) 

Save the Date! 
This will double as the Alpha Retreat this year. 
Registration form will be posted soon! 

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/alpha-for-families
http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-ministries


 

 

NCPC Youth Fall 2018 6 
 

“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. 
Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the 
light…I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” – Jesus (Luke 8:16 & John 8:12) 
 

 

Starting September 16, there are two Sunday 
School times for Youth: 
Middle Schoolers get to choose one!  High Schoolers—you’re locked in at 11am. 

 

 

 
 

Same Flow for Both... 

Food & Games 
Highlight & Discuss Luke’s 

Gospel 
Reflect & Pray 
Build Friendships 

Middle School @ 9am Service 

  
  All Youth @ 11am Service 

Who:  
Students in Grades 6-8 

Who:  
Students in Grades 9-12 
Students in Grades 6-8 (who didn’t attend 9am) 

When:  
Follows the Children’s Sunday School schedule at 
9am: Attend worship, leave after children’s    
message, class ends when worship service ends.  
Does not meet on Communion Sundays. 

When: 
Class meets at 11am, concluding at 12noon.  Adult 
supervision continues until end of worship service.  
Does not meet on Communion Sundays. 

Where: Youth Room Where: Youth Room 

Date Topic (if meeting) 

September 16 Luke 5 (v. 17-26) 

September 23 Luke 6 (v. 20-26) 

September 30 Luke 7 (v. 36-50) 

October 7 No Meeting (Communion Sunday) 

October 14 Luke 8 (v. 40-56) 

October 21 Luke 9 (v. 57-62) 

October 28 No Meeting (Youth Fall Retreat) 

November 4 No Meeting (Communion Sunday) 

November 11 Luke 12 (v. 13-21) 

November 18 No Meeting (Consecration Sunday) 

November 25 Luke 13 (v. 31-35) 

December 2 No Meeting (Communion Sunday) 

December 9 Luke 1 (v. 26-38) 

December 16 Luke 1 (v. 46-56) 

December 23 No Meeting (Winter Break) 

December 30 No Meeting (Winter Break) 

Sunday Morning Youth Connection 



 

 

Alfa for Families 7 

Alpha for Families! 

@ North Creek Presbyterian Church 

Fall 2018 / starting September 19  

Wednesday nights / 6:30-8:30 PM 

 Dinner for the whole family 

 Full program for children and teens 

 NEW video film series for adults  

Nicky Gumbel and two new presenters, Toby 

Flint and Gemma Hunt, walk through the 

basics of the Christian faith in a way that 

everyone can relate to. The episodes feature 

inspiring stories and interviews from all 

around the world, as well as visual 

illustrations and motion graphics.  
You are invited... 
Attend with the whole family 

...to invite your friends! 
Invite a family to join you! 

What is 
Alpha? 

Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the 
Christian faith, typically run over eleven 
weeks. Each talk looks at a different 
question around faith and is designed to 
create conversation. Alpha is run all around 
the globe, and everyone is welcome.  

Registration Online Today! 

Questions? 
Contact Pastor Kurt or Nathan Wagner 
kurt@northcreekpres.org 
nathan@northcreekpres.org 
425-743-2386 

What to expect... 

...First there’s food 

Everything is prepared for you...enjoy the dinner table conversation 

...Then a video presentation 

On questions like “Who is Jesus?” & “How can I have faith?” 

...Followed by discussion in small groups 

You don’t have to say anything, and there’s nothing you can’t say 

http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-alpha
http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-alpha
http://northcreekpres.org/children-youth/youth-alpha


 

 

Adult Education Class 
Operation Worldview-What is the Story Above All 
Stories and What is Your Destiny in the Story? This 
is an opportunity to discover God’s plans and 
purposes and your place in them through Biblical, 
cultural, historical, and strategic perspectives in the 

world Christian movement. The class, led by Tal 
Anderson,  will meet Sundays from September 9 
through November 11, 10:45 am to 12:00 pm.  
Sign up online. You will have an opportunity to 
purchase a study guide for $6 September 2 in the 
Fellowship Hall after the worship service. 
 

Prayer Ministry 
This summer we have experienced the warm 

fellowship of being fruit on our Father’s vine, the 

harvest season in the vineyard will soon be here. 

But now the fire and tornado season is already here 

and so many of our fellow citizens are suffering 

devastating losses that have destroyed their 

savings and are challenging their faith. We need to 

remember the fire fighters and victims in our 

prayers. If you are curious about next year at NCPC 

open your Bible to the gospel according to Luke.   

    -Prayer Team 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Online Giving now Available 
In order to provide more options and make giving 
easier, online giving is now available! Visit our 
website to try it today.   
http://northcreekpres.org/online-giving 
Questions? Contact Terry at 
terry@northcreekpres.org 
 
 

Fall New Membership Class 
Want to Join the church or 
just find out more about 
what North Creek is all 
about . Join us this fall for 
membership classes. Starting 
Sep 23rd 11-12:15pm 
Any questions contact the 
new membership 

coordinator, Nannette, Westlake at 
nannette_h@hotmail.com         -Register online 
 

 

Donations needed  

The Mill Creek Community Food Bank needs     

black beans, baked beans, and tuna fish. Also in 

critical need of your slightly used plastic bags. Bags 

with handles for passing out food. Please place 

donation in the little red wagon in the Narthex.  

In Other News 7 

http://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/worldview-class
http://northcreekpres.org/online-giving
mailto:terry@northcreekpres.org
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Mission Update 9 

Houston Mission Trip 2018 “During August a youth mission team travelled to Houston, Texas, to help rebuild 

homes destroyed in the flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey last fall.” 

Serve our Schools 2018  “Nearly 40 servants represented the love of Christ in the community on Saturday, 

August 25th at our annual Woodside Elementary Serve-Our-Schools event!”   


