
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

July Sermon Series 

Life on the Vine 

Abiding All Summer in John 15:1-11 
 

July 1   “Every Branch That Bears Fruit He Prunes”   

   John 15:2 

 

July 8   “So That it Will Be Even More Fruitful” 

   John 15:2 

 

July 15   “Abide in Me As I Abide in You” 

   John 15:4 

 

July 22  “Apart From Me You Can Do Nothing” 

   John 15:5 

 

July 29  “If . . . My Words Abide In You” 

   John 15:7 
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Pastors Pen 2 
Jesus: Our Trustworthy True Vine 
 
The Vasa ship is one of Sweden’s most popular tourist attractions, a large warship built in 1628 that was salvaged – 
with the hull largely intact – from the bottom of Stockholm harbor in 1961.  It’s a historical treasure, the world’s only 
preserved 17th century sailing ship.  But what makes the Vasa ship story so interesting is how it sank in Stockholm 
harbor in the first place.  Believe it or not, it capsized and sank a mere 1,300 meters into its maiden voyage! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During a time of national expansion, the King of Sweden spared no expense in building this richly-decorated warship.  
Upon completion it was one of the most powerful armed vessels in the world.  And yet, for all its ornate carvings and 
powerful cannons, it had a fatal flaw.  It was dangerously unstable and top-heavy, the hull’s center of gravity too high 
to allow the ship to stay afloat in the wind.  On its first run in Stockholm harbor, a strong breeze kicked up and 
knocked the ship over. 
 
Archeologists have determined that the mass of the ship was distributed asymmetrically, heavier to port, and they 
made an interesting discovery that may reveal why.  Four rulers were found in the wreckage, believed to have been 
used by the shipbuilders.  Two of them are calibrated in Swedish feet, which have 12 inches, and two of them    
measure in Amsterdam feet, which have 11 inches.  The use of two different measuring systems resulted in the ship 
being unstable and untrustworthy.  A single, true measuring system might have saved the Vasa ship from disaster. 
 
In John 15:1, Jesus says “I am the true vine.”  This summer we’re exploring what Jesus says in John 15 about our   
connection to him, as vital as a living branch’s connection to the life-giving vine.  As we pay attention to our           
connection to Jesus, it’s important that we remember that Jesus presents himself as the “true” vine.  Amid all the 
varieties of measuring systems for our lives – including our own sense of self – Jesus is the trustworthy one that 
transcends them all.  Jesus is the truth.  One aspect of truth is that it can be trusted.  Jesus, our true vine, is worthy of 
our trust as we connect to him deeply as our source of life and wisdom. 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kurt   



 

 

Faith, Food, Fellowship 3 
Join us Wednesday evening, July 18  

as Pastor David presents our second f3 of the summer . . . 
 

 
Temple or Tinderbox?   

The Story of the World’s  
Most Contested 30 Acres 

 
Lord, I love the house where you live, 
    the place where your glory dwells. 

                        – Psalm 26:8 
 
 
 
 
 

On the same 30 acres have sat—at various times—a Jebusite sanctuary, Solomon’s grand temple, Herod’s  
architectural masterpiece, a Crusader armory, and one of the most revered Muslim shrines. Judah’s kings were 
crowned there, Jesus taught there, Mohammad visited in a nighttime vision. It’s said these 30 acres are sacred to 
three great faiths; it’s also said those contested claims could ignite WW3.   
 
Join us as Pastor David tells the story of these 30 acres from the Iron Age to the Nuclear Age. How did so much  
intense significance ended up piled up on so small a square of land? What have archaeologists discovered about all 
these contested tenants. Why is the western wall known to Jews as the “wailing wall”? What does the temple 
mount have to do with the recent move of the U.S. Embassy?   
 
The free dinner starts at 6:30pm, the program at 7pm. Please sign up online at northcreekpres.org. 
 
 

Pastor Kurt took this photo of the Temple Mount last month 

“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here 
will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”  (Mark 13:2) 



 

 

Welcome Team 4 
 
This Summer, we are excited to be stepping up our commitment to our first, second, and third time visitors to  
welcome them into our community of faith and help them get connected to our congregation and ministry  
opportunities.   
 
Think about that first time visitor. Why do they come to our church? Why do they make an effort to get out of their 
warm, comfy beds, get dressed and go to a place where they don’t know anyone? What are they looking for? Are 
they looking for friendship, a chance to contribute to their community? Are they looking for a relationship with 
God? Who they meet as they walk through the door can make a valuable impression that can determine whether 
they come back or not. If you are comfortable connecting with new visitors or have the gift of hospitality, we could 
use your help! 
 
During the summer we will be working on various areas of welcoming:   
 

A dedicated WELCOME CENTER, where new visitors can come to and meet people from our congregation, get a 
Welcome Packet that has information about our church and ministries, and have a chance to talk and learn 
more about them. 

We are looking for people who have a heart for communication. A team of people we can train to input into 
the database church attendance each Monday morning and follow up with new visitors.  

We are rebuilding our New Members team since Margy Witten has moved. Our fall new members class will be 
upon us soon. Do you see yourself helping visitors move into membership? There’s a place for you here. 

 
We welcome you to be part of this team. Please contact me if you are interested in using your gifts with us. We are 
excited to help connect more people to the life of our church and to the life of Jesus Christ, in whom we live and 
move and have our being.   
 
In His Service, Mary Dill  

marykathryndil@gmail.com  425-280-3133 cell 

mailto:marykathryndil@gmail.com


 

 

In Worship This Month... 5
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get connected to Jesus this summer . . . 
Over the last few months, the elders you chose to lead our congregation have been listening hard for Jesus' voice. 
Here's what we've heard Him say: 
 

NCPC is a church that loves to DO stuff for me. But you're prone to forget what it means to simply 
BE in me--to be in true, life-giving, intimate relationship. Spend this next year getting re-connected. 
 

And the scripture passage in which Jesus invited us to "abide" is John 15:1-11. It's a passage is all about being    
connected to Jesus (John calls it "abiding" in Jesus) like a branch is connected to a vine--and the plentiful fruit that 
ensues.  
So this summer we're slowing down and "abiding" in just this one passage: 11 weeks on only 11 verses! Each week 
we'll take a single KEY WORD from the passage and unpack how it helps us connect to a life-giving relationship 
with Jesus. Each week there will be more time in worship for thoughtful and personal interaction with Jesus. And—
in a departure from our usual practice—each week we will take advantage of a practice Jesus gave us for the very 
purpose of reconnecting with Him directly: the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Every Sunday during the summer 
we will be participating in Communion. 
 

Here’s what our July ”abiding” looks like: 
 
 

 

Image by Mary Champion 

 Date Verse Word from Jesus     
 July 1 John 15:2 every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
 July 8  John 15:2 so that it will be even more fruitful 
 July 15  John 15:4 abide in me as I abide in you 
 July 22  John 15:5 apart from me you can do nothing 
 July 29  John 15:7 if . . . my words abide in you 



 

 

Chillin’ and Grillin’ 6 

                                             
 

 
Hello Youth & Parents,  
During the summer our youth ministry program takes a break from formal weekly gatherings, however this       
summer youth are invited to stay in touch through 3 amazing BBQ’s hosted by families and volunteers of the youth 
ministry.  It’ll be the summer of Chillin’ and Grillin’.  
 
 

 
 

July 28 – 5:30-8:30PM 
Little’s House 
425.939.0417 
Parking: Park in the driveway or along the curb. 
Food: BBQ and homemade ice-cream will be provided.  Bring something to share (example: side dish, chips, 
veggies, sodas, fruit, no desert needed) 

July 14 – 5:00-8:00PM 
Gleason’s House 
425.501.8405 
Parking: Park on the street (NOT in front of the house) then come down the side drive to the back yard.  
Food: BBQ will be provided.  Bring something to share (example: side dish, chips, veggies, sodas, fruit, desert) 

Aug 18 – 5:30-8:00PM 
Anderson’s House 
425.287.0040 
Parking: Park on the street anywhere. 
Food: BBQ will be provided.  Bring something to share (example: side dish, chips, veggies, sodas, fruit, desert)  



 

 

Other News 7 

 

 

 

Prayer Ministry - Finding Your Time 

Do you remember the Sunday Pastor Kurt asked us to 

write down our worries and lay them on the altar before 

the Lord?  Over a hundred of you responded.  Those cries 

for mercy, forgiveness, healing, family issues, 

relationships, jobs, and love were prayers from your 

heart. They may have been too painful to speak out loud, 

but by writing them down, you let our Heavenly Father 

know you needed help. He hears and answers according 

to what He knows is best for you, but in His timetable not 

yours. Know that your prayers have been heard.  Believe 

it.  Continue to seek His presence and trust in your 

Father’s love. 

-Prayer Team 

 

Food Bank Donations needed 

The Mill Creek Community Food Bank is in need of baked 

beans, kidney beans, white beans (not garbanzo) and 

pineapple.  Your donations are always appreciated and go 

to help those less fortunate right in our own community.  

Thank you from all of us at the Mill Creek Community 

Food Bank. 

 

Faith, Food, Fellowship 

Join us for food, fellowship & an engaging 

message of faith on July 18 and August 15, 6:15pm-8pm. 

Childcare available upon request. You can find additional 

information and the registration on our website and by 

following the links above. 

 

Annual NCPC Seattle Mariners Game  

This year’s game is Sunday, July 22, 1:10pm, leaving after 

the single 10am service. Carpooling available. Tickets are 

only $13. Contact Dave Berkompas, davber1@yahoo.com 

for questions. Go Mariners! 

 

New Choir Director 

The Worship and Arts Team is excited to 

announce the addition of a new choir director, 

Jeremy Morada. Jeremy has a Masters in Music in Choral 

Conducting, a Bachelors of Music, Music Education and is 

also an Elementary School Music Teacher and well as 

holding countless other positions in choir directing and 

other facets of the music industry. He is also an 

accomplished musical artist that you can watch by clicking 

here. We are blessed to have him join our church staff 

and encourage you to give him a warm welcome when 

you have the opportunity. He and his wife will be 

introduced sometime during one of our summer worship 

services and he will begin his service to our congregation 

this fall.  

 

The MOPS Ministry Needs Childcare Volunteers 

Do you love playing with babies, toddlers and 

preschoolers? The MOPS ministry needs you! Please 

consider being a childcare volunteer beginning in 

September. The meetings are held twice a month on 

Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30. If you are 

interested please contact Hannah Dal Maso at 

hdalmaso@gmail.com or 206.617.4587 or Jennifer 

Gatherers at gatherers@hotmail.com or 425.275.2095. 

Summer Dates to Remember 

• July 9-13, 9-12pm  -  Summer Bible Camp 

• July 15  -  All Church Picnic 

• July 22  -  Annual NCPC Mariners Game Day 

• August 25  -  S.O.S. Serve Our Schools 

• August 26  -  All Church BBQ 

http://northcreekpres.org/events/2018/07/18/faith-food-fellowship-f3
http://northcreekpres.org/events/2018/08/15/faith-food-fellowship-f3
mailto:davber1@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJNYuYWz1Ag&feature=youtu.be
mailto:hdalmaso@gmail.com
mailto:gatherers@hotmail.com

