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They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
Psalm 1:3
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Releaser of Captives
Getting to Know Luke’s Jesus One Chapter at a Time
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Pastor’s Pen

Welcoming
Jesus into
Every Culture
“Behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people”
– Luke 2:10
*art is from thejesusquestion.org

The amazing news of Christmas is that in Jesus God chooses to become incarnate—enfleshed—right in the
midst of lived human reality. That means Jesus fully intends to enter into the particulars of human culture.
What beautiful evidence of this that in every culture where his Gospel has traveled, Jesus’ followers adapt
the story the Bible tells us about his birth into their own cultural idiom. They make the story their own
through language, images, costume and music.
This Advent, as we prepare to welcome Jesus into our own lives, we’re going to sample the various ways
particular cultures celebrate the birth of the Christ child. And we’re going to do it with the help of some
experts in our midst! God has been especially generous in the last few years bringing families into the life of
our congregation who grew up in cultures and homelands far from western Washington: India, Ghana, China,
Poland, Honduras, Togo, Russia, Korea, Indonesia, to name a few. This Advent we will hear from them about
how they celebrate Christmas in the land of their birth.
So join us in worship each Sunday at 9 and 11am. Hear Christmas music from around the globe at the choir
concert on December 8th. Consider how local artists adapt the iconography of the nativity scene to their own
culture as we transform our narthex into a global art gallery. Sample breakfast dishes from our own
members’ native cultures on December 9th. Read profiles of ten of our international families in a special
devotional resource we’re publishing.
It’s a multicolored tapestry of believers in every culture who welcome God’s Son into our world. This Advent
we celebrate along with them as we welcome Jesus into our own lives and culture

Grace & peace,
Pastor David

Children’s Ministry
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Operation Christmas Child Update

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Drive. This year we
packed 74 boxes and they will be sent to children all over the world. One of the reasons we have continued to
participate in Operation Christmas Child each year is because it’s such a tangible way to share Jesus’ love
around the world; I always think about and envision the child this might go to as I pack my box. Operation
Christmas Child is also an easy way for people who might not usually be able to serve or volunteer, take part
in a meaningful way. We love teaching our children to serve others, but far too often those same kids, are too
young to go and serve in the community or volunteer at an event. The same thing might happen for people
who are on the other side of life in their golden years, but almost everyone can pack a shoebox. Our hope and
prayer is that if you packed a shoebox this year it was a meaningful and positive experience for you and your
family, and perhaps an avenue to talk about those less fortunate than ourselves.
While our part in Operation Christmas Child might be done the work is far from over. There is one way you
can still participate in Operation Christmas Child and that is to pray. Please pray for the volunteers who will be
sorting and organizing boxes to be sent all over the world. Pray that the boxes would make it through
customs and arrive at local churches intact. And most importantly pray that
God would use these boxes to bring new children into the family of God,
through the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Thank you again for your generosity and giving spirit during Operation
Christmas Child. I hope that you have been blessed through this ministry as
we work to bless others in Jesus name. May your Advent Season be filled with
Holy Anticipation as we remember the greatest gift of all, Emmanuel God
With Us.
In Christ,
Nathan Wagner
Children’s Ministry Director

Youth Ministry
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Hello NCPC! As you know, our wonderful Associate Pastor, Kurt Helmke, has been
doing double duty, serving as our Interim Youth Director while we discern the next
steps for leadership for our Youth Ministry. Some very exciting things have been
happening with our youth this fall. The students who attended our weekly,
Wednesday night program have taken our 10 week Alpha course, which included a
very impactful weekend retreat to Warm Beach. Many of the students shared that
Alpha helped them discover a new understanding of their faith in Jesus and inspired
them to dig deeper into what it means to follow Christ. On Sunday mornings our
students have been meeting with Pastor Kurt to examine the scriptures in Luke that our sermon series is
framed around. It has been a fruitful and enjoyable Fall!
In the midst of this, your session has recently discerned that God is calling NCPC to focus on youth as
mission; both youth in our church and the youth in our community. This vision of “Youth as Mission” is
informing the newly created search team that will be calling a full-time Youth Director to join our NCPC
staff. The team had their first meeting the 2nd week of November and is working with personnel to seek
candidates and start the interview process. Please pray for wisdom and guidance for the Search Team, for
quality candidates to hear the call, for our amazing youth advisors and Pastor Kurt who are keeping a
quality program running until this position is filled, and also, please pray for the youth in our church and our
community. If you have any questions about our Youth Ministry at NCPC I would love to chat! You can email
me at jenny_odell@comcast.net or call 206-719-5459. It is a joy and a blessing to serve this team as the
Youth Elder!

Pumpkin Cup
On November 17, youth from NCPC and Calvin PC met at nearby Tambark Creek for the annual Pumpkin
Cup Kickball game. Nearly 30 people enjoyed playing under crisp blue skies in an event that also functioned
as a canned food drive for the Mill Creek Community Food Bank. A team with players from both churches
won the cup, and everyone had a great time!
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Youth Ministry, cont.
Youth Ministry Activities
Wednesday, December 5 > 7:00pm, Youth Room
●

Xbox Dance-off!
(plus Alpha wrap-up & next steps)

Wednesday, December 12 > 7:00pm, Youth Room
●

“Study Break” Event
(plus orchestra rehearsal for Lolly’s musicians)

Wednesday, December 19 > 6:30—9:00 pm

Christmas Party @ the Little’s

(24223 21st Dr SE, Bothell, WA 98021)
White elephant gift exchange, cookies, carols, & competitions!

We’ll welcome our college
students home this Christmas
with a special brunch event at
11am on Sunday, December 23.
Congregation members are
invited to come by and say “Hi!”
between services during the
open reception at Cafe Deo.
11:00 Brunch in Fireside Room
College students -- sign up here!

Volunteer Opportunities
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Welcome Team
Greetings from the Welcome Team! We hope you have noticed the new look of the Welcome Area, new
paint, new chalkboards that keep you up to date of special events in the church. But we're not there yet!
What's a Welcome Center if there is no one to welcome new visitors? This area is designed for someone to
be behind the counter during both 1st and 2nd service to answer questions, such as, "Where's the
bathroom", Where's the Children's Check-In"? But wait! There's more! A few weeks ago, we were there to
pray with someone who was sad and hurting, and helped bring coffee and donuts to some who were cold
and hungry. If you feel this is something you can do, even once every 3 months, please let us know. We
would love to talk to you. Please contact Mary Dill (marykathryndil@gmail.com) or Jill Johnson
(jilljohnson12@comcast.com) if you'd like to learn more. We're praying for you to answer this call.

Food Bank
NCPC member Dave Carson
serving at the Mill Creek
Community Food Bank the
week before Thanksgiving,
preparing to serve 150 local
families. Thank you, Dave! The
food bank is always in need of
volunteers. For more
information about the food
bank, please visit their
Facebook page here!

Continuing Education
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Luke-Acts Class
Plan to start the New Year by deepening your understanding of
God’s Word through the inspired teaching of Don Lichty and
Karen Butler. Beginning January 6, Don and Karen will conduct
an eight-week series on Luke and Acts. Meeting from 10:45 to
11:45 on Sunday mornings, subjects will include “Jesus as Savior
and Lord,” “The Holy Spirit as Provision for God’s People,”
Photo by Aaron Burden on Unsplash
“Women and the Poor,” “End Times and the Second Coming of
Christ”, etc. Keep an eye out for more information and sign-ups.

Jesus the Healer Class
Did you know that the book of Matthew discusses 10
healings of Jesus? Join us to explore these healings together.
We will begin meeting after the holidays to study the book,
Jesus the Healer, by Rev. Darrell Johnson. Our continuing
church teaching and preaching have focused on a sequential
study of the book of Luke. This Covenant Group study of
Matthew will dovetail well with the Luke preaching.
Mark your calendars now! Beginning with the first half of the
book, we will meet weekly for a 5-week series on Thursdays
January 10, 17, 24, 31, and February 7. The Covenant Group
will take a break for Lent and Easter. We resume study again
in late April, to finish the final 5 chapters of the book by the
end of May. Stay tuned for details on this second portion of
the healing study.
We are blessed to have our NCPC Parish Associates & principals of Renewal Ministries NW,
Rev. Dianna Kunce and Rev. Denise Easter, help facilitate the classes. This covenant group will
gather at the Upton’s home on Thursdays at 7:00 pm, 15328 15th Court SE, Mill Creek, WA
98012. Please RSVP to Peg or Joe to reserve your “chair” and your book ($20).
425-316-9418 or peg.joe@outlook.com
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In Other News
Prayer Team

Christmas Concert

It is in the paths of Intercessory Prayer we
enter the richest fields of spiritual growth and
gather priceless riches. To pray for others is of
divine appointment, and it represents the
highest form of Christian service.
E. M. Bounds

Please join us on Saturday, Dec. 8th at 7:30pm
for our annual Christmas concert! North Creek
Presbyterian Church Choir and orchestra
presents "A World of Christmas" by Joseph
Martin. Come and experience the story of
Christ's birth sung with the vibrancy and color
of various cultures around the world!
Admission is free and a love offering will be
taken during the concert.

Session Retreat
Eleven of your Session members met at
Homestead Camp near Snohomish for an
overnight retreat, on November 3rd and 4th.
We worshipped our God with praise, singing,
and thoughtful meditation, shared testimonies
of faith, and communion. While we listened to
God and then to you, our congregation, whom
we serve, Pastor David and Pastor Kurt led us in
our abiding in God, connecting with Him
through, study, reflection, great in depth
discussion and then progress! God calls us to
Him in our witness in Worship, Youth Mission,
and Small Group (tables of 8 or 6 or 5)! We shall
continue our pursuit of Abiding in Him, as He
abides in Us! Each of us learned more about
each other, which was an added bonus. We are
grateful to our pastors for their planning and
thoughtful presentations.

Work Party
On November 17, the Facilities Team held a
Work Party from 9-12 to improve our
grounds. At least eight church members
participated for more than 3 full hours in
pruning, removal of thousands of leaves, and
removal of blackberry vines. To our excitement,
we had two groups assist us! Cub Scout Pack 11,
which meets here at NCPC, participated with
our families and worked on the church grounds
with their families. A Girl Scouts troop helped
with some dusting and window washing in the
interior of the church. The Facilities Team is
grateful, thankful, and pleased for all the help
we received this past Saturday morning. NCPC’s
grounds look like people love and care!

Renewal Ministries
(3 upcoming events)
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