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They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
Psalm 1:3
Contact Us

April Sermon Series
Resurrected Lives:
Six Encounters with the Risen Christ

425.743.2386
church@northcreekpres.org

NCPC Staff
David Casson, Lead Pastor
Kurt Helmcke, Associate Pastor

•

April 8

A Touching Story - Thomas
John 20:24-29

Lolly Brasseur, Music Director
Molly Pankow, Childcare Coordinator

Nathan Wagner, Children’s Ministry

•

April 15

Knowing the Gardner - Mary
John 20:1-18

Sean Lian, Youth Ministry
Trinity Moffat, Office Supervisor
Terry Summe, Finance Manager

•

April 22

Holy Heart Burn- Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35

Hal Hunt, Choir Director
Theresa Bodewig, Office Assistant
Michael Mallant, Facilities Coordinator

•

April 29

The Three-Course Breakfast - Peter
John 21:9-19

Johnson Pham, Custodian
Paul Jaton , Custodian
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A Church Returning to Its First Love
Jesus’ Invitation to Abide on the Vine With Him
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you abide in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
– John 15:5
On April 1, in a sanctuary bursting with flowers, accompanied by a glorious orchestra, in
the presence of many visitors, our congregation gathered to proclaim the astonishing news
of Jesus’ resurrection. In history’s most dramatic reversal, God’s love broke the power of
sin, and Jesus burst forth from the grave. It is no overstatement to say that the
resurrection simply changes everything; it means that Jesus is not simply another religious
figure from history . . . he’s alive. He’s alive and he invites us into an actual, daily, personal
relationship with him.
That’s the transformative, life-giving invitation of the Christian faith. But it is remarkably
easy to turn a living relationship with Jesus into a mechanical religion about Jesus. Both individual believers
and a congregation as a whole can get so busy doing the activities of Christian faith that the actual
relationship with Jesus fades into the background. That’s when Jesus—as he did to the church in Ephesus in
Revelation 2:1-7—calls a congregation to “return to its first love.”
Which is the message your session has been hearing the last few months through a process of spiritual
discernment coached by Renewal Ministry Northwest. We set out to ask
Jesus what he was saying to NCPC at this moment of our story. What we
heard was Jesus’ tender invitation to again put our immediate, conscious
relationship to him at the center of all we do. The specific New Testament
word we heard Jesus inviting us to live into is the word abide. It’s from the
passage in John (15:1-11) in which Jesus uses the metaphor of a vineyard
to describe the relationship he intends.
It’s a beautiful invitation, and the session is still prayerfully discerning what it will look like to respond to Jesus
in concrete ways throughout the life of the church. It’s clear to me as your pastor, though, that if we’re going
to put a relationship with our “first love” Jesus at the center of our life together, it makes sense to focus
weekly worship on the person of Jesus. And so, from Easter through Labor Day at least, we’re going to be
asking, “just who is this Jesus who calls us into relationship?”
We’ll get to know Jesus better through three worship series. First, immediately after Easter we’ll eavesdrop
on six encounters the Bible describes people having with the risen Jesus. Then in early June, we’ll consider
what it means that the four Gospel writers each see the same Jesus through four distinct lenses. And finally,
we’ll spend all summer simply “abiding” in those eleven vine verses from John’s Gospel, rich and tender
words with which Jesus describes what it means to be in a sustained, meaningful, life-giving, fruitful
relationship to him, the “true vine.”
Grateful (or perhaps grapeful?) to be on the vine with you!
Pastor David
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Spring Spiritual Formation Class
The Cost of Discipleship
Based on the 20th Century classic of the same title, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
What does it mean to truly follow Christ?
Jump start your journey with the risen Jesus by participating in this interactive, team-taught learning
experience. Dietrich Bonhoeffer leads us to the source of Christian faith – “to the Word and call of Jesus Christ
himself” – and guides us to go beyond excuses and abstract discussions to truly follow our Lord and Savior. Adults
and youth will be studying together with a mix of separate and combined discussion.
When: Sundays at 11am, April 8 – May 13
Where: Youth Room and C75/76
Teaching Team: Pastor Kurt, Eric Jaton, Kate Jaton, Sean Lian, Don Lichty, and Rae Stephenson
Two tracks:
1. INTRO: Each participant in the INTRO track reads an 80-page summary guide to
the book: Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship, in Shepherd’s Notes Series (Holman
Reference, 2017) - $8.00.
2. INDEPTH: Each participant in the INDEPTH track reads the 300-page original
work, translated from the German original. You have your choice of versions of the
book: 1. The popular trade-paper version of the book (Touchstone Press, 1995
reprint, 320 pages) - $14.00, or 2. The freshly translated critical edition titled,
Discipleship, Volume 4 of Collected Works (Fortress Press, 2003, 384 pages) - $20.00
Register today on the NCPC website.

Who is Dietrich Bonhoeffer?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor and theologian born in 1906. He was one of the few
church leaders who stood against the Nazi regime of Adolf Hitler. In 1935, he was called to direct an illegal
Church Training College that stood apart from the German Christians who supported Hitler. It was here that
he studied for and taught the lectures that would become the book, The Cost of Discipleship. As WWII
progressed, he became involved in the German resistance movement. In 1943, he was arrested for
participating in conspiracy to assassinate Hitler. During his imprisonment he continued to write and provide
spiritual guidance for his fellow prisoners. He was executed shortly before the end of the war in April 1945. He
would become one of the most renowned Christian thinkers of the 20th Century.
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Other News
Prayer Ministry

Now Hiring !

Having just experienced the joy and blessing of
Easter, what's next? How do we live out that joy
and blessing each day?

NCPC is looking for an enthusiastic , knowledgeable
Choir Director to begin in Summer of 2018.

By looking at His Grace!
G God's
R Riches
A At
C Christ's
E Expense
We can pray and ask The Lord for guidance as to
how to live this way. We can also go to the Hymnal
that we sometimes use in or worship time. Pages
200-212 show us wonderful and assuring words of
scripture and song to help us live out our faith.
We can acknowledge His Grace and give thanks for
it. We can realize we must receive and accept this
Gift of Grace. Receiving that gift makes it ours.
We can walk it out in prayer and love, living and
giving, all we have received, and sharing His grace
and love with and to others.
May He Bless us as we walk together in prayer and
love.....living the Easter message each day in:
HIS GRACE!

We are also looking for a part time Media
Supervisor. Please see the website for more
information.
For job description and how to apply click link here
http://northcreekpres.org/resources/employment

2018 North Creek Men’s Retreat
Mark your calendars and save the date:
April 20 - 22. We are heading to Tall Timber this
year for more exciting fun. Look for additional
information from the Men’s Ministry Team soon.

Covenant Group starts after Easter
Study The Beatitudes by Rev. Darrell Johnson.
Thursdays at 7:00 pm at the Upton’s home, starting
April 5, with an introduction to Matthew’s gospel
by “Professor Joe” to prepare us to launch into this
scripture. Dates: April 12, 19, 26, and May 3 studies
with our NCPC Parish Associates, Revs. Denise
Easter and Dianna Kunce. Contact the Uptons to
reserve a spot and a book ($15).
peg.joe@outlook.com or (425) 316-9418

North Creek MOPs
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North Creek Presbyterian Church provides ongoing support to the Mill Creek Food Bank, and recently the
church's MOPS group added to that effort. The items that were most needed were identified by the Food
Bank and then donated by members of the MOPS group, with additional items also being purchased from
the MOPS Outreach budget. In total, 111 pounds of food and goods were collected! The vehicle used to
transport the items to the Food Bank was packed full, as were the hearts of those at the Mill Creek Food
Bank.

The NCPC MOPS family is so happy to give back and serve the community in a way that also highlights the
values and contributions of the NCPC congregation, and we look forward to continuing to bless others in
our ongoing Outreach projects and efforts!
One of our fundraising efforts this year is a pancake breakfast, which is taking place in the Fellowship Hall
Sunday, April 22 before each service. We are asking for a suggested donation of $5 per person before
enjoying a delicious breakfast of pancakes, fruit, ham, coffee, and juice. Additional information about
MOPS will be displayed for all who are interested in learning more about our ministry. In addition to
breakfast, a raffle is taking place for all who wish to purchase $1 raffle tickets. Five unique baskets, each
with a different theme, are being created by MOPS moms to be given to five lucky winners!
Much of our fundraising proceeds are used for scholarships to assist mothers in our group who are
unable to pay quarterly dues and/or the annual registration fee. These dues and fees are necessary for
our group to operate, but we never want to turn a mother away simply due to financial hardships. Your
support toward our fundraising efforts is much appreciated and we look forward to seeing the church
congregation at the pancake breakfast!

Don’t Miss our
Pancake breakfast
fundraiser
April 22, 2018
Before services

Comfort by Candlelight Concert
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Comfort by Candlelight Concert
Don’t miss this opportunity to
hear the multifaceted Christian
artist, Kathy Troccoli, perform at
North Creek Presbyterian Church
on May 5, 2018. Currently
touring the country with her
“Comfort by Candlelight”
evening, Kathy sings and shares
her personal story with the
audience, adding just the right
dose of humor. Having enjoyed
three decades of success, both in
Christian music and in the
mainstream arena, she is just as
comfortable singing her heart out
in a stadium alongside Billy
Graham as she is belting out a big
band tune or crooning a jazz
standard at the Metropolitan
Room in New York City. Among
her hits are “Everything Changes”
and “I Can Hear Music” (recorded
with the iconic Beach Boys).
Get your tickets by April 1!
There is no cost for this concert,
but tickets are required. To get
your complimentary tickets, email
Trish at
renewalministries@live.com, or
go to iTickets.com.

