


Dear COGOP Family,

What makes the International Assembly international? 

Our brothers and sisters around the world! 

The Assembly O� ering Committee is praying for 1500 people 

to give a $50 o� ering for each night of the Assembly.

$50 x 4 nights = $200. 

This o� ering will defray the cost of bringing our international 

overseers and leaders from their countries to Oklahoma City, July 

20-24, 2022. What a time we will have! 

A special wall of recognition will list “The 1500” at the 2022 

International Assembly. Please prayerfully consider giving toward 

this worthy cause.

Bishop Nathaniel Beneby

Assembly O� ering Committee Chair

101st International Assembly
July 20-24, 2022

From the Assembly Offering Committee
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WE BELIEVE in the Holy Trinity—one God, 
eternally existi ng in Three Persons: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, the Father, creator of 
heaven and earth, of all things seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begott en of the Father. 
All things were made through Him and for Him. 
He is true God and true man. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of 
the virgin, Mary. He suff ered, died, was buried, 
and on the third day He rose from the dead. He 
ascended to the right hand of the Father, and He 
will return to judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who eternally proceeds from the Father. 
He is Teacher, Comforter, Helper, and Giver 
of spiritual gift s.  Through Him the saving and 
sancti fying works of Jesus Christ are applied 
to the life of believers. He is the empowering 
presence of God in the life of the Christi an and 
the church. The Father has sent His Son to bapti ze 
with the Holy Spirit.  Speaking in tongues and 
bearing the fruit of the Spirit are New Testament 
signs of being fi lled with the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that salvati on is by grace through 
faith in the sacrifi cial death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross and that He died in our place. The believer’s 
sins are forgiven by the shedding of His blood. 
We believe that healing of mind, body, soul, and 
spirit is available to the believer through the 
blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in one bapti sm in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the grace of God brings forgiveness 
and reconciliati on to those who repent, as well as 
transformati on in holiness, enabling them to live a 
Christ-like life. Sancti fi cati on is both a defi nite work 
of grace and a lifelong process of change in the 
believer brought by the blood of Jesus, the Word 
of God, and the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one holy, universal church, 
composed of all true believers in Jesus Christ, 
off ering fellowship and calling for service to 
men and women of all races, nati ons, cultures,  
and languages. We believe in the spiritual and 
ulti mate visible unity of the church. 

We believe that the Bible—both Old and New 
Testaments—is the inspired Word of God. The 
Bible is God’s revelati on of Himself and His 
will to humankind, suffi  cient for instructi on in 
salvati on and daily Christi an living. The Bible is 
the Christi an’s rule of faith and practi ce. 

We believe that God will ulti mately reconcile all 
things in heaven and earth in Christ. Therefore, 
we look forward to new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.
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Some time ago, a verse of Scripture in Isaiah 58 caught 
my attention, and I began to read it over and over again. 
Verse 14 says, “Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the 
earth.” Every once in a while, a verse of Scripture just jumps 
out and ministers to you, and this was one of those times. 
Now, in this chapter, he is teaching them how to keep the 
Sabbath, lay aside personal involvements, and how to 
come into the presence of the Lord. I think if we listen to 
what is being said here, it will also help us in our special 
times we set aside to come together and worship God. 
(So many times we hurry in and hurry out like “I have an 
hour, God; bless me if you can.”) First of all, worship is not 
a bless me time, but a bless the Lord time. “[I will] bless the 
Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name” (Psalm 103:1).

“Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord” (Isaiah 
58:14). The expression delight means to thoroughly 
enjoy the Lord. “Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Psalm 37:4). 
The expression delight does not refer to intercession or 
petition or any other aspect of prayer. It just concerns 
loving him—nothing more, nothing less. This alone 
brings the favor of God.You don’t have to beg, but as 
a result of your love and devotion, God just pours out 
his blessings. “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm 1:1–3).

Isaiah said, “Then you shall delight yourself in the 
Lord” (Isaiah 58:14 MEV). What is he saying? Then shall 
communion with Jehovah become a real pleasure to 
you. The act of worship shall not be done merely from a 
sense of duty because it is commanded, but because it 
is congenial to the soul of the worshipper. God responds 
to worship. Some people seem to think you have to feel 
a certain way in order to worship; however, feeling is a 
result of worship, but never the foundation for worship. We 
worship because we delight in the Lord. God’s continuing 
presence in worship doesn’t depend on our feelings, but 
when he is exalted and praised, he fi lls the sanctuary with 
his presence. I am not talking about the building where we 
go to worship, but the true sanctuary of God, which is our 
bodily temple of God.

When we worship because he is God, it is then we 
are lifted up and made to sit together in heavenly places 

On the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was 
poured out, it caused a divine effusion that fi lled the 
whole house. They worshiped until the multitudes 
were attracted and affected. Their dead-to-the-world 
Pentecostal worship caused amazement, astonishment, 
doubt, and even accusations of drunkenness. It is 
interesting to note that the fi rst thing the Holy Ghost 
did was to use the tongues of men and women to utter 
praise to God. And the crowd had to confess, “We do 
hear them speak in our own [language] the wonderful 
works of God” (2:11). 

The apostles prayed in the Spirit. In Acts 4:31, they 
prayed until the place where they were assembled 
was shaken. When Peter was in prison, they prayed 
and worshiped in the Spirit and did not cease or slow 
down until a heavenly visitor walked in and released 
him. Jude speaks of “praying in the Holy Ghost” (Jude 
1:20). Paul said, “I will pray with the spirit” (1 Corinthians 
14:15). Stephen prayed in the Spirit and saw the heavens 
opened and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
Cornelius prayed until an angel appeared to him, giving 
him directions to a deeper experience with God. Peter 
prayed until a four-cornered sheet came down from 
heaven. John, on the island of Patmos, prayed until he 
“was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day” (Revelation 1:10). 
“The Spirit also helpeth our infi rmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered” (Romans 8:26).

The Church today must never lose its God-given 
ability to pray in the Spirit. Pray until we have heavenly 
visitations. Pray until we receive visions from God. Pray 
until we are processed with the Spirit.

They sang in the Spirit. “I will sing with the spirit, and 
I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Corinthians 
14:15). He is simply saying that at times he sang songs 
in the Spirit and of the Spirit. This is not only Spirit-
unctioned, Spirit-motivated singing, but singing assisted 
by the Spirit himself. The Holy Spirit sings through us.

Paul talked to the Ephesian saints about “speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” 
(Ephesians 5:19). In Colossians 3:16, he says: “Teaching 
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.” It seems they sang in the temple and outside the 
temple; they had a continual song of praise on their heart. 
I hope the day never comes that we lose our song. Sing 
until the saints are built up in faith. Sing until conviction 
will seize the sinner and they fi nd a way to God.

Bishop Sam N. Clements
General Overseer 

United in Worship

Continued on p. 28



Bishop Sam N. Clements
General Overseer 

In Memory of Bishop Wayne Pense

Announcing New State/Regional Bishop Appointments for North America

appointment in the state of Missouri. This appointment 
became the fi rst of eight pastoral assignments that 
took them to six states.  

In 1998, Bishop Pense was added to the North 
America Leadership Team as regional bishop. 
This assignment included the states of Hawaii and 
California; and at the time of his death, he was serving 
as the regional bishop for the Heartland Region, which 
included Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri. 
He served on the Tomlinson College Advisory Council 
and was a member of the North America Ministries 
Board of Directors. In all his ministry roles, Bishop 
Pense served with distinction. He is remembered as 
a man with a heart of gold and a deep compassion 
of caring for others, “building them up in the faith.” “I 
have fought a good fi ght, I have fi nished the race, and 
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:7, 8 NLT). 

–Bishop Tim Coalter
North America General Presbyter

What does it mean 
to leave a legacy? One 
defi nition is, “to put a stamp 
on the future, and make 
a contribution to future 
generations.” Bishop Pense 
left such a legacy. He found 
fulfi llment in mentoring 
pastors and young leaders, 
encouraging them in their 
walk with God.

Licensed as a minister in 1970 and ordained 
as a bishop in 1987, two-thirds of his time here on 
earth was given to fulfi lling God’s call on his life. His 
ministry included roles such as local church youth 
director, district overseer, youth camp coordinator, 
and youth camp director. Additionally he served on 
numerous state and regional committees. In 1966, 
Bishop Pense married his sweetheart, Adana Jared, 
and soon afterward they accepted their fi rst pastoral 

Effective September 1, 2021 
Heartland Region (Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, 

Oklahoma): Bishop Gary Smith has received his 
appointment as regional bishop for the Heartland 
Region. Prior to this assignment, he served as the 
state bishop of Kentucky for the past six years. 
He presently serves as a member on the Board of 
Directors for the International Offi ces. He and his wife 
Cynthia are spiritually gifted and anointed for this new 
season of ministry with a passion to serve in this new 
appointment. 

Kentucky: Bishop Jeffrey White has been 
appointed as the state bishop of Kentucky. He was 
licensed in 1990 and became an ordained bishop in 
2010. In addition to his years in pastoral assignments, 
his ministry roles include youth pastor, associate 
pastor, executive pastor, and executive director 
of Leadership Development for the state of South 
Carolina. Bishop White is a graduate of Tomlinson 
College and holds a B.S. degree in business from 
Clemson University. His wife Sherri is a graduate 
of Wake Forest University and is a certifi ed public 
accountant and a fi nancial specialist. We welcome 
them to the North America Leadership Team.

WWM  N OV EM BER  2021      5



Prayer Points: November 2021   Contributor: DeWayne Hamby
PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTOR:
DeWayne Hamby is the executive pastor of Southside 
Church in Winter Garden, Florida, and the former editor of 
the White Wing Messenger. He is a contributor to Charisma 
Magazine, Patheos.com, and the author of the book Gratitude 
Adjustment, which is available from White Wing Books. 
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“For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).
Every day around the world, believers are giving their lives for their faith. 

In some countries, it is very dangerous to be a Christian, and reports say that in 
2020, things got even worse. The watchdog organization Open Doors estimated 
that persecution was at a record high, rising 60 percent, fueled largely by 
the global health crisis. More than 340 million Christians suffer high levels of 
persecution, representing one out of every eight Christians worldwide. 

In one African country, it is estimated that ten Christians a day are killed 
because of their faith. “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before 
it hated you” (John 15:18 ESV). As a global Church family, we must stand in the 
gap for our brothers and sisters around the world. Many of them are on the 
frontlines of faith and need our prayer arsenal for safety, protection for them 
and their families, and for the good news to proliferate unfettered. 

Please join us in prayer against the “powers, the principalities of the air” 
and for “the gates of hell” to not prevail against the message of Jesus Christ that 
the world needs to hear. 

Prayer Directives 
• Pray that God will open the eyes of Christians everywhere and bring an 

awareness of the suffering being experienced by ministers and believers around 
the world (Romans 12:15). 

• Pray for courage for new believers in danger zones and wisdom on how to live 
out their faith (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

• Pray that God will let the courage of those who live in persecuted countries to 
fall on you (1 Corinthians 16:13). 

• Pray that their faith would not waver, no matter the threat (Matthew 24:13). 
• Pray for ministers overseeing congregations to be protected physically from 

harm (Psalm 34:7). 
• Ask God to give strength and comfort to those living under threat of persecution 

(Psalm 31:24). 
• Pray that God would open prison doors and provide opportunity for escape for 

Christians who have been captured (Acts 5:19).  
• Pray that God would capture the hearts of those who are persecuting Christians, 

just as he did with the apostle Paul (Acts 9:4). 
• Pray for a global revival in persecuted countries and beyond (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

Additional Prayer Resources: Open Doors website—opendoorsusa.org

Spring 2022 Session 1:
January 17, 2022–March 13, 2022

- PM250 Pentecostal Worship & 
Ministry
- PM300 Pastoral Care & Counseling.

Enrollment closes - January 12

Apply Here: 
spiritandlifeseminary.org/applicati on 

          Jn . 6:63

Spirit& Life
S E M I N A R Y

Spring Semester

For more informati on: 
spiritandlifeseminary.org

• Master of Arts in Church 
Ministries (MACM)

    36 credit hours
• Master of Divinity (MDiv) 

80 credit hours
• Master of Theological Studies:

o Pentecostal Theology (MTS-PT) 
48 credit hours

o Biblical Studies (MTS-BS)
48-60 credit hours

• Master of Arts in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling (MACMHC)
60 credit hours

All COGOP members will receive 
an $844 scholarship for each three 
credit hours (some fees do apply).

Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 
30 credit hours

All COGOP members will receive 
a $444 scholarship for each three 
credit hours (some fees do apply).

GRADUATE PROGRAMS THROUGH 
PENTECOSTAL THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY



Brian Sutton serves as the overseer for the Church of God of Prophecy in Alabama. He previously served 
as executive director of Leadership Development and Discipleship at the COGOP International Offices. He 
ministered as a senior pastor for 25 years. His heart is to facilitate the spiritual and professional growth of 
those at all levels of ministry in the Church. He is a member of the Administrative Committee and Corporate 
Board of Directors for the International Church of God of Prophecy, a position he has held since 2010. His 
book, Conversation with God: The Power of Prevailing Prayer, is available at ConversationWithGodBook.com.

BISHOP DR. BRIAN SUTTON, DMin | OVERSEER OF ALABAMA

Church of God of Prophecy’s commitment to become an 
all nations church refl ects our desire to offer to the world a 
foretaste of Christ’s fully realized kingdom seen in Revelation 
7, where believers from every nation and tribe and people 
and language worship together without barriers. We pray to 
refl ect this vision of an all nations church not just as a slogan 
but as our practice, which fl ows from our intention to fulfi ll 
Christ’s words in Mark 11:17 (NIV): “And as he taught them, 
he said, ‘Is it not written: My house will be called a house 
of prayer for all nations?’” Christ’s reference to his house of 
prayer for all nations represents a calling for us to recognize 
and embrace. In this, Jesus illustrates an example of God’s 
desire for all people to have access to the Father. Our 
pledge to become an all nations church is a commitment 
to that calling as well. We have a wonderful opportunity to 
provide equal access to God and equal access to spiritual 
growth for everyone, regardless of their economic or 
educational status, gender, race, or nationality.

An all-nations church offers the foretaste of 
eschatological promises yet to be fulfi lled. If something so 
spectacular as this can be experienced in this life, through 
the work and power of the Holy Spirit, how grand will it be 
when God’s kingdom is fully realized? Perhaps there is no 
greater example of God’s transformational love and power 
than when people who were previously separated by racial, 

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, 
from every nation and tribe and people and 
language, standing in front of the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were clothed in white 
robes and held palm branches in their hands. 
And they were shouting with a great roar,
“Salvation comes from our God who sits on the 
throne and from the Lamb!” And all the angels 
were standing around the throne and around 
the elders and the four living beings. And they 
fell before the throne with their faces to the 
ground and worshiped God. They sang,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and strength 
belong to our God forever and ever! Amen” 
(Revelation 7:9–12 NLT).

Our commitment to become an all nations 
church refl ects the desire to offer the world 
a foretaste of Christ’s fully realized kingdom 
seen in Revelation 7.

What a glorious scene the apostle John relays to 
his readers! Even now, we rejoice over what is presently 
happening around God’s throne and what is yet to come. The 

WWM  N OV EM BER  2021      7

An All Nations Church
A Foretaste of Christ’s Realized Kingdom



8      WWM  N OV EM BER  2021 W H I T E W I N G M E S S E N G E R . N E T

cultural, national, educational, and socio-economic barriers 
become one through Christ’s blood. The pronouncement 
of our vision to become an all nations church is not a 
pronouncement of “arrival,” for we continue to see our 
shortcomings in realizing the vision. However, the beauty 
of this vision will be our desire to intentionally continue 
our journey toward this end, no matter how often we fall 
or fail each other. Perhaps 
we will always fall short of 
realizing our vision until the full 
consummation of his kingdom, 
but we must be ruled by Christ’s 
love and forgiveness on this 
journey to walk in Christ’s calling 
to be a house of prayer for all 
nations.

To offer a foretaste of 
Christ’s realized kingdom by 
becoming an all nations church, 
our body must allow the Holy 
Spirit to reveal areas where 
growth is needed, as well as 
anointing to continue striving to remove all barriers that 
hinder our becoming one in Christ. As the world presently 
views what has been experienced for millennia—strife, 
bloodshed, nation rising against nation, and wars and rumors 
of wars—the body of Christ is called to offer to the world 
a foretaste of Christ’s kingdom fully realized, as seen in 
Revelation 7. We will not accomplish this calling without two 
critical distinctives. We must experience the overwhelming 

anointing of the Holy Spirit that moved upon the church in 
Acts 2 to tear down linguistic, cultural, and national barriers, 
and we must continue in our intentionality to respond to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit through practical steps that refl ect 
our prophetic call.

Our desire to be an all nations church fl ows from the 
work of the Holy Spirit in us.

The familial nature and loving spirit of our global body 
represents the hopefulness we have toward reaching our 
goal of being an all nations church. We experience a spiritual 
intimacy together, which is a refl ection of the power of the 
Holy Spirit. The unexplained kinship we feel is something 
others long for and is unparalleled, in my experience, 
anywhere in the Christian world. The affection experienced 
in the Church of God of Prophecy is a direct result of the 
special work of the Holy Spirit poured out on this body. 

What is experienced as we gather in our biennial 
International Assembly cannot be explained or articulated; it 
must be felt. Those visiting outside of our fellowship always 
remark at the feeling of family and love they see between us. 
We are family, and the experience of being together is over-
joyous. An example of this kinship is seen in our traditional 
Parade of Nations, which continues to be a highlight of our 
Assembly. The convergence of people and fl ags from every 
nation, where a Church of God of Prophecy congregation 
ministers, come under the banner of love known as our all 
nations fl ag—representing how all national, racial, economic, 
and cultural barriers are washed away in the blood of Christ. 

The love and fellowship experienced by Church of God 
of Prophecy family around the world is a dynamic work of the 
Holy Spirit; and though I know we intentionally strive to be 
an all nations church, I believe what we experience is more 
a result of the work of God in us than our intentionality. This 
fact further solidifi es my contention of God’s prophetic call on 

this body to live as an all nations 
church, providing a foretaste of 
God’s eschatological promise yet 
to be fully realized.

The Church of God of 
Prophecy utilizes a symbol, 
which represents Christ, 
known as the all nations fl ag. 
Though our body has at times 
been maligned for use of the 
all nations fl ag, the probable 
reason for this is the lack of 
understanding in purpose and 
vision for the fl ag by those 

outside and inside our fellowship. When the all nations 
fl ag was adopted by the church at the 28th Assembly in 
1933, perhaps its adoption was prophetic in nature. If this 
fl ag represents Jesus Christ alone, and if it is displayed to 
represent that we are striving to be a house of prayer for all 
nations, it becomes a beautiful expression of a body giving 
preference to no earthly nation or tribe over God’s kingdom. 
I’ve stepped off of airplanes in countries where I did not 

We must experience the 
overwhelming anointing of 
the Holy Spirit that moved 
upon the church in Acts 2 to 
tear down linguistic, cultural, 
and national barriers.



speak the language to see a member of the Church of God 
of Prophecy waiting for me holding a small all nations flag, 
declaring through this action that our kinship in Christ and this 
body supersedes national boundaries. It is a symbol that Christ 
alone (not a church or nation) is supreme (Colossians 1:18). 

To accomplish the vision of becoming an all nations 
church, we must continue to be intentional in our prayer, 
practice, and purpose.

We are thankful for the continuing commitment to global 
representation at all levels of leadership within our body. 
Without the steps we have taken in the past, we could only 
dream of being able to now fully embrace our calling to further 
realize becoming an all nations church. We cannot allow our 
failures of our past to hinder our present and future work 
to reflect the heart of God. Continued dialogue, as well as 
intentional and purposeful prayer for growth, will lead us into 
a greater understanding of the Holy Spirit’s work among us to 
see us operate as one in Christ.

Our progress in being an all nations church, with still 
further to go, may be seen in the makeup of our International 
and General Presbytery. Our General Overseer and General 
Presbyters, the highest leadership level serving in our body, 
consists of representatives from various languages and cultures 
of the world. This group represents one of the most diverse 
group of leaders found in any denominational leadership 
structure within Pentecostalism. Their example of unified 
servant leadership gives clear evidence of the Holy Spirit’s 
work among them.

Efforts to provide leadership roles for indigenous ministry 
around the world is a further reflection of an all nations church. 
The prayer of the Church of God of Prophecy to raise up and 
equip indigenous leadership around the world is an example 
of practical steps to function as an all nations body. Those 
indigenous leaders serving as national/state/regional bishops 
in their nations and regions have equal voice in participation of 
the International Presbytery, and all leaders and members have 
equal voice in the International Assembly.

Pentecostal scholar Dr. Harold Hunter, in The New 
International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic 
Movements notes, “The Church of God of Prophecy may be 
the most racially integrated Pentecostal church in the world.”1 
However, today is not the time to reflect long on any progress 
we may have made. Rather, we must be more intentional 
than ever in representing to the world an all nations church, 
redoubling our efforts to see all people as created in God’s 
image and worthy of our best efforts of sharing Christ’s love. 
As the world searches for a true reflection of Jesus, we must 
continue working to remove all barriers to the gospel and 
Christian unity. In our local congregations we must remain 
intentional in evaluating our cultural and national makeup. 
Does the makeup of your congregation match the community 
makeup where you are located? Does everyone look like you 
and speak your language? Continued, intentional efforts to 
reach those in our communities are essential. Every effort 
should be made in our congregations to win all people to 
Jesus and allow the Holy Spirit to melt together the hearts of 

culturally and internationally diverse people into one body, 
who have been made one in Christ.

We clearly acknowledge that our body has not always 
been perfect in reflecting an all nations church. However, 
we rejoice that we continue to sense the Holy Spirit’s 
leading to more carefully reflect the fully realized kingdom 
of God where “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28 NIV). 

Finally, as the Church of God of Prophecy has followed 
the leading of the Holy Spirit into a greater emphasis on 
the harvest, some within our movement have sensed a loss 
of identity once felt when more attention was given to our 
denominational distinctives. However, our identity rests in 
Christ’s preeminence and purpose, which calls the church 
to pursue his will of reflecting a kingdom void of cultural 
or national barriers and focused on Christ’s redeeming 
sacrifice for all. Perhaps we could now begin to discern how 
our calling to be an all nations church could be reflected in 
the church’s name.

Join me in praying for our global church and its leaders 
as we together follow the Holy Spirit’s leading at this critical 
moment in our history. As the world of isolationism, strife, 
and self-serving are elevated, now is the crucial time for the 
Church of God of Prophecy to function in this prophetic 
calling. We have the opportunity to show what happens 
when a church speaks the language of love rather than the 
language only some may understand. May we continue 
to embrace Christ’s calling to represent a foretaste of 
Christ’s fully realized kingdom to come. Together, we seek 
to become an all nations church that reflects the life of a 
people made one in Christ and committed to the fulfillment 
of God’s mission.

1Burgess, Stanley M. and van der Mass, Eduard M., eds. The New International Dictionary of 
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), p. 541.



W H I T E W I N G M E S S E N G E R . N E T10      WWM  N OV EM BER  2021

Bishop Tim Coalter is a third-generation minister in the Church of God of Prophecy. Following 28 years of pastoral 
ministry, he served as state overseer of South Carolina prior to being selected as general presbyter of North 
America. He has also served on numerous Assembly committees.  Bishop Coalter holds a Master's Degree in 
Church Ministries with a concentration in Ministry Leadership from Pentecostal Theological Seminary in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. He married his wife, Kelly, in 1979. Since that time, God has blessed them with three children and 
numerous grandchildren.

BISHOP TIM COALTER | GENERAL PRESBYTER OF NORTH AMERICA

North America Ministries is delighted to announce that 
six new, dynamic churches have been organized in the past 
several months. La Gloria de Dios, in Kansas City, Missouri, 
is under the care and supervision of Overseer Bishop Jesse 
Yañez. Pastor Manuel Angulo is the shepherd of this new fl ock. 
In Virginia, Overseer Bishop Rahadames Matos has initiated a 
new work, Iglesia de Dios de la Profecia Chesterfi eld. Brother 
Luis Amador is the pastor there. A third church ministering to 
Spanish-speaking families has been established in Sheridan, 
Wyoming, under the leadership of Northwest Region 
Overseer Bishop Rick Lee. The call to pastor that church was 
heard by Brother Walter Castillo.

Bishop Yañez reported on one of the new churches, La 
Gloria de Dios, which was planted in Kansas City, Missouri. 

“The church ‘La Gloria de Dios, IDP’ is located in a very 
nice neighborhood on Avenida Cesar Chavez Boulevard, a 
very historical area in Kansas City. The location is very key, 
and we praise God for his direction. The church was planted 
by a member from our Osceola, Iowa, Spanish church, where 
Bishop Carlos Tamayo is pastor. Pastor Manuel Angulo and 
his wife Leticia came to pastor La Gloria de Dios and brought 
with them their sons, grandchildren, and family, who are very 
gifted musicians. This is already a three-generation, family 
church!

“We realize this is a very unique moment. This church is 
not in my designated area. I prayed and felt in my spirit (as a 

Pentecostal minister) that if they wanted to join this region (since 
our local church had been working with them), and, indeed 
insisted they wanted to join this region, I would speak with our 
North America General Presbyter Bishop Tim Coalter and my 
dear friend and then overseer of Missouri, Bishop Wayne Pense 
about the matter. Bishop Pense blessed that opportunity for 
us to work with this church plant, and Bishop Coalter gave his 
approval, also. 

“Pastor Angulo was a member in Mexico. He then attended 
the church I pastored in Houston, Texas, in the 90s. He is thriving 
and appreciative of the care and supervision of the Midwest-
Rocky Mountain Region IDP.

“The name, ‘La Gloria de Dios’ (The Glory of God), tells of 
the greatness of our Lord and how he moves as we wait upon 
him. Waiting on the Lord has been this local church’s ‘M.O.’ (way 
of operating) and our faithful God has seen them through! We 
see the glory of God!”

North America Ministries also announces that Bishop Scott 
Gillum, Overseer of Florida, has organized three new churches 
in that state. Faith Assembly Church of God of Prophecy in 
Kissimmee was set forth April 24, 2021, under the pastorate of 
Yvonne Deans. Also planted in Florida was Lighthouse Christian 
Fellowship in Jacksonville, pastored by Dale and Rhonda 
Hutchinson. The church was organized on June 6. The Minneola, 
Florida, COGOP was organized August 15 and is shepherded by 
Pastors Ronald and Amiel Miller. 

New Churches in 
North America 

CHESTERFIELD, VIRGINIA
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Pastor Deans recently shared the story of how the new 
Kissimmee church came to be: 

“When I relocated to Kissimmee, I noticed there was no 
COGOP there. I had a hunger in me for ministry; a strong desire 
to teach the Word and reach souls for the kingdom of God. I 
knew according to Romans 8:28 that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to his purpose. This verse was always in my heart, and 
I knew God had a purpose in this area. 

“The church name was chosen because each step starting 
this church was a leap of faith. I did not have any family in the 
area to join me, no members, no building—but I trusted God 
because he was leading me.

“When the Lord told me I was going to start a COGOP 
ministry, there was a great sense of fear that came on me. 
I asked the Lord, ‘How is that going to happen without 
money?’ A few months later, the Lord provided the money. 
I put it away safely for the purpose of starting the ministry. 
Six months later, I was ministering, playing the drums in 
my church, and I heard these words, ‘Today is your last 
day here. Now is the time to start the ministry.’ After the 
service, I told the pastor what I had heard and said, ‘I have 
to do what God wants me to do.’ I went home and told my 
husband James what happened. I said, ‘I am ready. We 
have the money God sent. We have no excuse, even if we 
have to start in our living room!’ 

“There is a Bible verse I love, Matthew 19:26—'But Jesus 
said unto them, with men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible.’ I approached someone I knew about 
renting a trailer he owned so we could have services. He told 
me I could use it for free! It was already furnished with chairs 
and a keyboard.

“In the weeks before we started holding services, the 
Lord began to bring people into my life who also had a 
call to ministry; some I had never met before. One was 
a licensed COGOP minister who was living in the area. 
We held our fi rst Sunday service in the trailer at 4560 Old 
Tampa Highway, Kissimmee, on June 2, 2019, with 11 
persons in attendance.

“Soon we realized we needed a bigger meeting 
place. In December, Bishop Scott Gillum and his wife, 
Sister Brenda Gillum, visited our service. Bishop Gillum 
encouraged us to look for a bigger place. We joined in 
prayer and fasting for a building. One became available 
December 21, 2019. We rented the building and the 
money that the Lord gave me previously paid for the 
equipment and furniture. December 31, 2020, we held our 
fi rst service in the new, fully-furnished building.

“We gave out tracts in the park. We put fl yers on cars 
with the church name and phone number. The church has 
a Facebook page and can be located on Google. We have 
services on Sunday, Tuesday, and Friday. We have ministries 
to youth, young adults, children, women, and men. Our aim 
is to serve all people. 

“Our vision going forward is to lead a Spirit-empowered 
ministry, to make this assembly a place of worship for those 
who are seeking a deeper experience in God; to give hope 
to the hopeless, healing to the sick, and deliverance to the 
bound. Our highest goal is to see souls come to Christ.

“We will advance the kingdom of God by focusing on 
God’s mission, allowing the Holy Spirit to birthe ideas and 
vision in us for the work and expansion of Jesus' ministry. 
We will equip others for ministry and walk alongside them in 
fellowship, teaching, and praying. Faith Assembly Church of 
God of Prophecy is endeavoring to love God, love people, 
and make disciples.”

KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

MINNEOLA, FLORIDA



On Labor Day weekend 2021, we took a little trip. Forty-
one people from Mississippi in the Magnolia Region and 
one from Tennessee met up with the Andersons, caretakers 
at Fields of the Wood (FOW), to work. Sixty gallons of paint, 
three bottles of pain killers, 350 water bottles, 45 crew 
members, and threee days later, we had done more than we 
could have ever imagined!

We successfully scraped and repainted all of Ten 
Commandments Mountain while also reforming around 
35 letters with concrete. We pressure washed the sidewalk 
at the top of that mountain, in front of the tomb, in front 
of Golgotha, around the baptism pool, and around the 
café. We trimmed every bush, tree, and shrub in sight, 
completely cleared all three hiking trials, used weed-eaters 
on everything we could fi nd, painted and landscaped 
everything at the park’s entrance (with the exception of the 
gate), spread mulch in all of the fl ower beds, completely 
cleaned the outdoor pavilion, and so much more! I am 
very thankful for the hard work put in by each of the team 
members. They are the personifi cation of the verse in 
Colossians stating that we should do all we do heartily as 
unto the Lord.

The Magnolia Region also made a pronounced effort 
to ensure that everything donated by our churches from 
Mississippi and Louisiana was clean before we left. All of our 
monuments have been cleaned. If you are from a different 
region, we invite you to accept the challenge to do the same 
for your state or region! 

There is still so much more to do to ensure that this 
place serves as a good representation for the COGOP 
and, more importantly, Jesus Christ. As long as my church’s 
name is on this place, it is my responsibility to preserve our 
heritage and ensure that it stays in great shape for all who 
come to see it.

I did not know what to expect when the idea fi rst came 
to mind. I had never even been to Fields of the Wood 

before, but I knew that I wanted to do something. After 
prayerful consideration, I presented my idea to several 
leaders in the Magnolia Region. I knew the Lord would 
make sure the trip was a success because he would be 
receiving glory, and it would all be done to enhance how 
people perceive him through the markers and monuments 
which commemorate him at the park. 

During the second week of July, I contacted my 
local pastor and the youth leaders at Union Grove. After 
speaking with them, we decided that it would be a good 
idea for our youth group to go visit and complete some 
landscaping tasks to cosmetically enhance some aspects 
of the park. After getting their approval, I contacted the 
caretaker of FOW, Cliff Anderson. He was in shock. It had 
been three years since they had seen any volunteers. I told 
him what we wanted to do, and he excitedly replied, “We 
have been praying and praying for some volunteers to 
come help us. This is an answered prayer!” He then began 
detailing all that they needed done in the park. He also 
shared that the pandemic had created staffi ng shortages, 
which greatly impacted operations.  

I contacted my regional bishop, Duke Stone. I asked 
him if we could amplify the scope of the event to become 
a regional endeavor. He was quick to give me clearance 
to begin planning the trip. I called Cliff back and told him 
the news. I asked him how many people I needed to try to 
bring. His response was, “We could use anywhere from one 
to one hundred. We just need help.”

Several pastors and leaders of the churches in the 
region offered fi nancial assistance even though I did not 
push for donations very much. I trusted that the Lord would 
provide for us. With each of the volunteers paying $100 
and us receiving around $1,500 in donations, we were able 
to purchase all of our lodging, food, and supplies. 

There were several who acted as sounding boards for 
this along the way as I planned the event, and preparing 
for the trip was very involved. I tried to think of everything 
and have all of my bases covered. I fi rst announced 
our desire to go to FOW at our regional convention in 
July (two weeks after fi rst coming up with the idea). We 
had three people sign up that weekend. I began to use 
social media and word of mouth to convey my personal 
convictions to renovate the property. The Lord ultimately 
got everyone there that needed to go, and for those that 
did go, we experienced such regional unity and comradery 
that it made the trip worth it without even mentioning the 
blessings that came from the physical labor. 
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The People Had a Mind to Work
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the executive assistant to General Presbyter Bishop Tim Coalter in the coming months.

HUNTER ROBERTS | STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Each person was responsible for $100, which included 
all food, lodging, and supplies. We had two church vans 
from Union Grove that transported around 18 people. The 
other 25 or so came up in personal vehicles or carpooled. 

I visited FOW on my own three weeks before the trip 
in order to better formulate a game plan for our group. 
Cliff’s son, Yoshiyah, maintains most of the landscaping and 
physical upkeep, so I spoke with him in-person for around 
an hour as we walked the park and made a list of what I 
thought we could accomplish based on the help I knew we 
had. In the end, we completed all I had on my list plus more, 
so I was very encouraged by the amount of help we were 
able to provide.  

While the FOW does not have housing 
accommodations currently, there is a lodging area with 
around a dozen beds under the caretaker’s home that 
can be renovated for other volunteers in the future. With 
a natural spring also under the house, however, mold 
makes this area uninhabitable at the moment. We ended 
up renting three vacation style cabins in and around 
Murphy, North Carolina, through Airbnb instead of trying 
to do hotels. My logic behind this was that even if there 
was inclement weather, we would still be able to enjoy 
our time in the cabins with the ping pong tables, hot tubs, 
fire pits, etc. 

As for our food, we only had to purchase around $400 
of snacks, breakfast foods, and waters for the trip. Everything 
else was donated. This included freshly sliced sandwich 
lunch meat from Pastor Rob Abel and the hamburgers and 
spaghetti for supper on Saturday and Sunday provided by 
Heritage Ministries and Burger Mountain Café.

We brought several pieces of equipment—primarily 
water hoses, pressure washers, and landscaping gear. 
Everything else (paint, brushes, fuel, mulch) was provided by 
Heritage Ministries and FOW. 

“I was amazed at how many visitors came through 
the park that weekend. There were HUNDREDS of visitors. 
While it was Labor Day Weekend, it was still very impressive. 
The people with whom we spoke were not even from the 
COGOP! This honestly surprised us. One family said that 
they had googled 'things to do in Murphy, NC' and FOW 

popped up as the #1 SPOT! As the Murphy, North Carolina 
area continues to develop its tourism industry, FOW will 
doubtlessly continue to see more and more visitors in the 
future!” –Regina Italiano

“Saturday, I decided that I would trim a tree, which was 
next to a light pole at the tomb. I saw a wire and knew I 
needed to be very careful, but lo and behold, it did not take 
long until I cut the very thing I was trying to avoid. I panicked 
as I thought that I had cut the power to the entire park. I tried 
to find Yoshiyah, but I was shaking in my boots and terrified 
to tell him, so I had someone else do it for me—big mistake. 
I ran up the mountainside to paint instead. Someone then 
came to me and told me (tongue-in-cheek), ‘Yoshiyah is really 
not happy!’ Now I was really panicking. I felt my stomach 
drop even more when Hunter, playing along, urgently asked 
me, ‘Hey! Have you talked to Yoshiyah? He said he needs to 
speak with you.’ A couple of the boys came back and called 
me off the mountain to tell me my life sentence and the 
extent of the damages I had caused, but before they could, 
Aubrey gently took me by the hand and told me, ‘Carmen, 
they are messing with you! It was an old telephone wire that’s 
not been used in years. You are fine.’ Yep. I got pranked. They 
got me good.” -Carmen Perkins

“The only story I want to share is that hospitality was 
amazing. Cliff, Magali, and Yoshiyah are truly servants of God, 
and the park is blessed to have them!” -Farin Wilbanks

“I want to be completely honest when I share this story. 
I originally had a cynical view of Fields of the Wood. I was 
more than willing to come help, but I thought it was going 
to be an enormous waste of time. After all, why do we have 
the Ten Commandments on a mountain when I can simply 
read them from my phone? After we arrived, I was surprised 
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If these statistics are true, which I believe they are, the 
church must recognize that what a child believes by the time 
they turn 13 years of age is most likely what they will believe 
for the rest of their life. Between the ages of 4 and 14, we 
have a window of opportunity to reach souls at the time they 
are most receptive to the gospel. In addition to the spiritual 
importance of reaching children when they are young, many 
statistics also affi rm the value of children’s ministry in serving 
families and communities2:

• When asked, “How important is the children’s ministry 
in whether you remain involved in your current church,” 
62 percent of parents said it’s “very important” with an 
additional 25 percent saying it’s “moderately important.”

• Sixty-six percent of parents said the children’s ministry 
plays an important factor in whether they stay at a church, 
and another 24 percent said it plays a moderately 
important role.

• When parents ranked the three greatest benefi ts their 
current children’s ministry offers, by far the number one 
benefi t was this: “It helps my kids develop a personal, 
growing faith.”

The words of researcher George Barna in his book 
Transforming Children Into Spiritual Champions summarize 
the strategic importance of children’s ministry when he says, 
“If you want to have a lasting infl uence upon the world, you 
must invest in people’s lives; and if you want to maximize that 
investment, then you must invest in those people while they 
are young.”³

As international director, I am often heard saying that 
“Children’s ministry is the most energetic and most strategic 
ministry of the church.” It’s not something I simply say, 
but something I wholeheartedly believe. When given the 
opportunity, it’s something I share—in trainings, at conventions, 
and in personal conversations with leaders.

While “energetic” may be easy to understand as a reader 
who has observed children for any given length of time, you 
might question how children’s ministry is the “most strategic 
ministry” of the church. It’s a fair question, so I invite you to 
consider the following statistics from the Barna Organization1:

• More than half of people who will ever accept Jesus as 
their Savior do so before the age of 12.

• Less than 1/4 of current believers came to Christ after the 
age 21.

• By the time a child turns nine years old, their basic moral 
foundation and worldview has been formed.

• By age 13, a person has “irrevocably” formed the majority 
of their beliefs about the nature of God, the existence of 
Satan, the reliability of the Bible, what they believe about 
the after-life, the deity, the salvation experience, and the 
importance of the Holy Spirit.

The Most Strategic Ministry 
of the Church

WITH BISHOP TREVOR REID, BISHOP MICHAEL ROSEBORO, 
AND PASTOR JANICE ROSEBORO

1 Evangelism is most effective among kids. (n.d.). Barna Group. https://www.barna.com/research/
evangelism-is-most-effective-among-kids/.
2 Children's ministry's impact on your church growth. (2020, September 18). Children's Ministry. 
https://childrensministry.com/childrens-ministrys-impact/
3 George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, Baker Books, 2013, p. 30.
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As the White Wing Messenger draws attention to local 
church ministry, International Children’s Ministries invited 
several leading pastors to share their thoughts concerning the 
value, contribution, and strategic importance of this ministry. 
This month, we will share the feedback from three of these 
pastors—Bishop Trevor Reid of the Bridge of Hope (BOH), 
a Church of God of Prophecy congregation in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, and Bishop Michael and Pastor Janice 
Roseboro of Greater Vision Worship Center in Smithfield, 
North Carolina. 
How does children’s ministry contribute to the overall life 
and/or ministry of your church?
Bishop Trevor Reid: The Bridge of Hope Church mission 
is to Make, Mature, and Multiply disciples of Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 28:18–20). Everything we do must contribute toward 
disciple-making. Children’s ministry is no different. We believe 
that God called his people to prioritize making disciples of 
children. Deuteronomy 6 tells us that God intended his Word 
to dwell in the hearts of children and for his Lordship to be 
expressed through their 
lives (Deuteronomy 6:1, 
2). He even gave specific 
methods for how parents 
are to pass on the faith 
(disciple) to children 
(Deuteronomy 6:7–9). 
Jesus instructed the 
church that his kingdom is 
called to receive children 
(Luke 18:16). So the 
church and the home 
partner together to make kingdom disciples of our children.
Bishop Michael and Pastor Janice Roseboro: A partnership 
between parents, church staff, and membership ensures the 
effectiveness of our children’s ministry. We view this shared or 
mutually responsible partnership as designed for inculcation 
and integration. Inculcation is the process of instilling in 
our children the knowledge of God along with that child’s 
unique giftedness. This process occurs through frequent 
and repetitious exposure to the Word of God. As Solomon 
connotes, this process must begin at birth. Parents must not 
fear appearing to be overbearing when teaching their children 
biblically sound practices.  

Proverbs 22:6 states, “Train up a child in his way and when 
he is old he will not depart from it.” Here, Solomon instructs 
us to train up a child or establish a strong foundational 
knowledge to produce spiritual growth. For years, arborists 
have recommended that many newly planted trees be 
stabilized by staking them to ensure straight or upright 
growth. Similarly, it is advisable to consider our children as 
“trees of righteousness,” the “planting of the Lord” (Isaiah 
61:3). The consummate goal is the growth of a tree that 
will “bring forth fruit in his season” and whose “leaf shall 
not wither” (Psalm 1:3).   As with a tree, the potential for the 
child to fall exists. But in the event a fall does occur, the root 
structure remains and there’s a strong probability that the child 
will recover.

God-fearing parents are graced with the ability to 
discern their child’s gifts and potential. Moses’ parents 
discerned early that he was a “proper” child and hid him for 
three months (Hebrews 11:23).  He was “exceeding fair” and 
therefore “nourished up” (groomed) in his father’s house, 
in preparation for God’s use (Acts 7:20).  Moses’ physical 
appearance, a superficial quality, was figurative of an internal 
character that was attractive and useful to God.  Each child’s 
gifts and qualities are uniquely designed to fulfill God’s 
purpose within the body of Christ.  
From your perspective, what makes a children’s ministry 
effective and valuable to your congregation?
Bishop Michael and Pastor Janice Roseboro: Integration 
makes children’s ministry valuable to the congregation by 
the combined efforts of parents and the children’s ministry. 
This integration allows not only for conjoining of gifts but also 
continuity of the gospel. With proper nurturing, our children 
will use their gifts in tandem with others and inspire their 
peers.  The probability exists that this present generation will 

witness the second coming of the Lord. 
Therefore, it is crucial that our sons and 
daughters are prepared to receive the 
last days outpouring of God’s Spirit and 
are equipped to prophecy (Acts 2:17). 
Bishop Trevor Reid: As children’s 
ministry partners with parents in 
discipling their children, families 
become more skilled and emboldened 
by the Spirit to disciple adults. Of 
course, some children come to faith 
apart from their home. At Bridge of 

Hope, not only do we make disciples of children, but we 
empower and call our children to join us as his church and 
help us make disciples of children and parents. We have 
found that children often make the best missionaries to reach 
their own family and friends. Parents have told us how their 
children have both helped encourage and deepen their faith!
What are ways that you and/or your church have helped 
advance children’s ministry in your congregation?
Bishop Trevor Reid: During this pandemic, our children’s 
ministry has provided parents and caretakers the opportunity 
of becoming more involved (and confident) in their role as the 
main spiritual guide for their family. The limitations of these 
times have been a blessing in disguise, providing a sense of 
spiritual urgency in the families and for us as a ministry, an 
opportunity to partner with new families. During our church’s 
21 days of fasting, our parents and children have led nightly 
devotions for our church on Facebook and YouTube channels. 
On Sunday morning, our children led virtual services to help 
disciple other children through our website, Facebook, and 
YouTube channels. During the summer, we helped families do 
VBS at home through nightly faith activities. Also, our children 
started a midweek Zoom session to encourage one another 
in faith and learn a lesson about continuing to follow Jesus. 
At BOH, children’s ministry is at the core of obeying Jesus’ 
mission to make disciples of all people! 

What a child believes by 
the time they turn 13 years 
of age is most likely what 
they will believe for the 
rest of their life.



On the morning of Saturday, August 21, 2021, I 
received a phone call at approximately 6:45 a.m. from 
my Uncle Joe, who is an active member at Zion Hill 
COGOP. He shared that Jerry (a neighbor and member 
at Zion Hill) was trying to move his daughter (Kim) and 
son-in-law’s (Steve) mower, trailer, and some other 
things to higher ground because it was beginning to 
flood. I knew it had been raining but had not realized 
how bad it was getting. So I threw on my boots and 
headed to help Jerry.

It was raining very heavy, and I drove through about 
six inches of water just a couple miles from my home. 
As I continued traveling, I had to stop because the water 
was rolling across the road at least a foot deep. So I 
turned around. Once I got back home, I tried to call Jerry 
but got no answer. Thankfully, Jerry and his wife, Jane, 
had made it out safely even though the water was up to 
their chest.

While I sat in my truck, I began making calls to 
members who live in low lying areas. We ended up 
getting approximately 18 inches of rain in eight hours! 
The flood waters kept coming. 

We soon lost power. My daughter and I went down 
to the highway to see if I could get to Steve’s but found 

out that we were sealed in. I remember feeling so 
helpless. I could not get through because the highway 
was covered by several feet of water. By 10:00, our 
nursery business was completely under water. From 
a distance, I saw the water raging like an angry river 
cutting through where our inventory of plants, trees, and 
garden supplies had been.

Later on, as the water receded, I got to Steve and 
Kim’s only to find out that Jerry had lost his home and 
their neighbor’s home was gone. Steve and Kim’s 
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garage, home, and carport had been washed away. I 
actually found their home approximately a mile away. It 
was still intact but had been completely fi lled with water.

It’s by God’s grace there was no loss of life in our 
church family. This was an unprecedented event, and the 
pictures do not give the full impact of what took place 
that day.

By Saturday evening, God allowed a “game plan” 
to emerge. Melissa and I made calls and prepared to 
recover what we could for Steve and Kim as well as 
Jerry and Jane. Through mud and water we worked 
that Sunday morning. Instead of people on pews, we 
had the recovered documents and pictures spread out 
around the entire church so they would dry. We had 
approximately seven washing machines and dryers going 
to save as many clothes as we could. 

Five families from church were directly affected. 
Two of these families lost their entire home, a young 
couple with two small infants had 14 inches water in 
their place, and we had two businesses that fl ooded—
one of which was my nursery. Actually, the nursery was 
literally wiped out.

For the next few days, we worked on recovering what 
we could. Most of us were in a state of disbelief. When 
there is overwhelming need, one can feel useless and 
wonder, “What do I do?” and “How do I do it?” By God’s 
grace and the powerful love of the Holy Spirit we had the 
strength and direction to be there for others. There was 
no way of doing it all, but we all could do something.

The fi rst eight days were 15-hour workdays for 
me and waking before the alarm clock ever went off. I 
called it “camp mode!” We drove around checking on 
neighbors in affected areas and gave out bottles of cold 
water, food, and supplies as they began to come in. I am 
thankful so many individuals and churches from across 
the state heeded God’s call to give donations of food, 
supplies, and, importantly, money—100 percent of which 
is going to church families who have lost so much.

Kim Batson and Kelly Grigsby were some of the 
fi rst to bring supplies that Sunday and help at church. 
Charles Thornburg and the Erin community brought 
in some of the fi rst larger loads of food and supplies. 
Since then, the Hauns from Watertown and Gallatin 
area community sent a tractor trailer load, and the 
Harrises from McMinnville Church and their community 
sent a box truck load. These were stockpiled at our 
church campground only 15 minutes away. Bishop E.C. 
McKinley, Tennessee overseer, arranged for us to use the 
gym there as a depot.

The McKinleys, the Burtons (district bishop), and the 
Halls (camp caretakers), along with pastors David French, 
the Gordons, the Holloways, the Horners, the Grahams, 
the Foriests, and the Graves are just a few of those who 
have visited and got their hands dirty in support. So 
many more have been supporting us, praying with us, 
and giving so generously. I want all of these individuals 
to know, as my Granny used to say, “You are better paid.” 
We truly are a blessed people to have a worldwide 
church family that loves as Jesus loves.

We have now moved from recovery to supporting 
and rebuilding. We have, because of generous, God-
led donations, set Zion Hill Church up as a distribution 
center for free food, supplies, and fellowship. We have 
stocked every square foot of the church, including our 
sanctuary!

The people giving through Zion Hill have served 
approximately 213 families at the time of this writing. 
As long as supplies last and Zion Hill is stocked, we 
plan on continuing to provide supplies and food to our 
neighbors along with loving fellowship.

With help, I have stripped out walls and collected 
many of my tools from the nursery. In time, the rest will 
be cleaned up. The roofs of our neighbors and church 
members are fi rst priority. Although it has been hard for 
all of us to see the homes and businesses we worked for 
destroyed, I still can lay my head down on my own pillow 
at night; I can sit at my desk with my computer and write 
this. My heart goes out to the many who cannot. 

Times like this are what the prince of this world 
meant for destruction and separation, but God has 
turned it to his good, his love—people coming together, 
whether they know each other or not, and loving and 
caring for each other. “Let us not be weary in well doing: 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we 
have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith” 
(Galatians 6:9, 10).

SCAN TO SEE THE LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE WITH IMAGES OF THE 
FLOOD DAMAGE.



Spring Place Church Cleveland, Tennessee
We’re Working on a Building
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Roxanne Corbett: What is your vision for the local 
church, and in your opinion, what are some of the key 
traits of a healthy, growing church?

Pastor Wade Patterson: Our vision today, compared 
to what we understood years ago, has changed. Our 
previous vision centered on programs conducted 
within the local church. Now our vision and focus center 
more on building people. Our mindset has changed. 
We want to be spiritually healthy. We want to be fully 
functioning members of the body of Christ. This affects 
ministry, and ministry greatly affects people. How we 
respond to God’s Spirit, make disciples, and build the 
church reflects that health. It encourages people to 
actively participate in what God is doing and respond 
to his call. Health-giving life also comes as we allow the 
gifts of the Spirit to operate, impacting and ministering 
to us and the community. This vision is active. It involves 
selflessness, strong prayer lives, the reading of God’s 
Word, and people gathering together in unity and 
faith. These are all signs of health. Worship, prayer, and 
fellowship with God establish transformed believers. 
They submit to each other, and their hearts are turned 
toward God.

RC: Think about current church building methodology. 
Old methods vs. current methods. What changes have 
you implemented to bring the church forward?

WP: Methods have a way of adjusting over time. Some 
of our past methods were good but did not always 

give opportunities for individuals to ask questions. 
People need the freedom and space to express doubt 
and, in some cases, their unbelief. Christ welcomed his 
disciples to ask questions. Our approach now is more 
open. People have more room to ask questions and 
express their hearts without causing offence. Notice 
the story of Samuel and Eli. God was calling Samuel. 
He had never heard the Lord speaking directly to him 
before. God kept calling Samuel, and Eli finally advised 
him to answer, “Speak, your servant is listening.” Eli 
helped him through the process and allowed him 
to ask questions about something he had never 
experienced. A candid approach with understanding 
can create conversations without offense or fear. This 
type of open conversation has implications for multiple 
generations. Kids, youth, adults, and senior adults 
all have a place at the table to talk and learn. One 
example of moving forward for our church involves 
a series called “Let’s Talk About It.” We invite special 
guests to speak about different topics and then 
have a question-and-answer session. We encourage 
participation particularly among our youth and young 
adults. In this way, we create a safe environment to talk 
and ask questions relevant to the time we are living in. 

RC: Along with being a pastor, you are also a 
contractor. This gives you a unique perspective on 
building a church. Can you make a comparison 
between building a physical house and a spiritual one?

WP: As a contractor, building a house involves multiple 
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in 2011. She is a licensed ordained minister in the Church of God of Prophecy. She and her husband Nathan 
have five daughters and three granddaughters.

ROXANNE CORBETT | EDITORIAL ASSISTANT FOR THE WHITE WING MESSENGER



WWM  N OV EM BER  2021      19

people. The people that work with me have certain 
specialties that I need to complete the house. I find 
these workers by talking to other contractors, word 
of mouth, and their reputation. These sub-contractors 
need a great work ethic, good control skills, and 
excellent workmanship.  They must also fit into my 
building standards as we work together. As a contractor, 
I also must possess certain knowledge to know whether 
or not their work is being done properly and is up to 
code. The pastor, like the contractor, must also see the 
big picture. He assembles a similar team of pastors to 
fulfill the vision for the church. In our ministry positions 
here at the church, I look for leaders that have a pastoral 
heart and bring that out through their gifts. They 
function well alone and work well with others. The Word 
of God is their code book. 

RC: Sometimes our methods to inspire growth fail. How 
do we recover from failure?

WP: I believe that we have our own ideas and agendas 
regarding church. We also have our own ideas of what 
success looks like. God allows us to fail in our own 
eyes so that he can put into place what he desires for 
us and for the church. Recovering from failure sends 
us to the Word of God to see his truth. We must desire 
to search Scripture faithfully, so we don’t misinterpret 
what is being said. God uses our focus in the Word 
to work on us. We see this demonstrated in Scripture 
through multiple examples. Jonah and the whale are 
an example of failing and returning to God. Gideon’s 
story is another example in which God whittles down a 
great army to defeat an enemy. In the New Testament, 
Peter attempts to protect Christ by cutting off an ear and 
Jesus clearly sends a message that this is not success 
or his way. What we consider failure is God’s way of 
drawing us to him. Man fails without the presence 
and power of God and what we consider failure is an 
opportunity for God to speak into our lives.

RC: How can we stay committed to the gospel even 
when we don’t see the growth we desire for our church?

WP: All that we do as pastors and laity affects growth. 
Growth comes in different ways. Perhaps we are looking 
for growth in spiritual maturity or maybe in numbers; 
however, we are called to preach the gospel. Jesus told 
us to go in the Great Commission. Our mindset wants 
and desires an immediate return, and when we don’t 
see that we get discouraged. Preaching the gospel 
and ministering to our community is both our purpose 
and calling. Our society can influence us because it is 
centered around success. But notice the example of 
Samuel in the Old Testament: “But the LORD said to 
Samuel, ‘Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way 
you see them. People judge by outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks at the heart’” (1 Samuel 16:7 NLT). 
Growth and success in our minds may equal a huge 
amount of people, but it does not necessarily mean it’s 

God’s kind of growth. Focusing on results can lead us 
the wrong way and take our eyes off the kingdom. The 
church, in a sense, has become a type of culture instead 
of essentially telling us the gospel. We look for results. 
Scripture reminds us that we are not to conform to this 
world because success does not look to God the way 
it looks to us. Growing the church is intentional and 
gradual. It takes time to plant seeds. The success we are 
looking for may not even come to fruition in this world, 
but God will make note of it in the next. 

RC: Building a healthy church requires healthy leaders. 
How have you met this goal for the church?

WP: There are two ways to provide leaders for the 
church. Leaders can rise out of the congregation, 
or a pastor can seek out leaders elsewhere to fulfill 
certain roles. I look for already healthy leaders to help 
develop and disciple people within our congregation. 
The leaders that rise within the congregation may start 
this trek at a very early age. They are surrounded by 
healthy pastoral staff to accomplish several goals. As 
a team, we want to make sure that they have a good, 
solid foundation in the Word and other disciplines such 
as prayer. Developing leaders can also spend time 
one on one with leadership and may also choose to 
follow the educational route. When it comes to healthy 
leaders, both men and women function in their God-
given roles. Men as leaders lend their personalities to 
solidness and stability while women use more nurturing 
skill sets. We can also compare healthy leaders to 
fruit bearing trees. The tree grows as a result of being 
pruned, watered, and fertilized correctly. But a young 
tree may only produce one or two pieces of fruit. As the 
tree grows and matures through pruning, watering, and 
fertilizing, it will produce much more fruit. Leaders are 
also nurtured by the Spirit of God. This principle can 
apply to anyone. Young people can be healthy leaders 
and produce fruit and will produce even more fruit 
as they mature and grow. Christ warned us about not 
producing fruit. He cursed the fig tree in Matthew 21, 
and the tree withered. If we allow the pruning process 
of the Lord to work on us, then we will be healthy and 
produce healthy leaders who work with us. Improper 
growth, pruning methods, and out of season methods 
can destroy the health of a person and the health of the 
church.

RC: Talk about healthy leader’s partnership with the 
Holy Spirit in building a healthy church.

WP: Healthy leaders are spiritually led. They have a 
sensitivity to the Spirit. The gifts are operating in their 
life, and they know how to discern his leading. He leads 
them in helping others and functioning as his vessels. 
The Spirit’s influence increases our boldness and 
courage to share the gospel. We are filled and being 
filled by his Spirit. Jesus came as the God man and 

Continued on p. 28
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In the words of good ‘ole Charlie Brown, “I’m not 
going to let commercialism ruin my Christmas!” It seems 
each year, especially here in the United States, the 
Christmas decorations get put out on the shelves earlier 
and earlier. Although Christmas is my absolute favorite 
season, June is entirely too early to see Christmas stuff.

However, seeing the decorations out early this 
year made me think about the Christmas offerings for 
One Child Fund (OCF) and mission overseer families. I 
don’t think it was just because it’s part of my job to think 
about OCF, but I specifi cally remember praying for our 
children, workers, and mission overseers while standing 
in a craft store. As I continued to walk around the store, I 
started praying for our donors—not a “Lord, let them give 
a great amount to the children!”—rather a prayer for them 
to simply be blessed by these children even though 
most have never even met them.

Being able to minister to and bless these children 
and mission overseer families at Christmas time is an 
honor and getting to see pictures afterwards of their 
faces while enjoying meals and getting a new outfi t and 
a small gift is priceless. 

We can all agree that the past 20 months have been 
diffi cult for us all, and some of us have dealt with our 
own natural disasters on top of the pandemic. However, 
to the diffi culties of the pandemic, let me add civil 
unrest, a military coup, being uprooted from your home 
because the property was sold out from under a 25-
year agreement and having 60 days to fi nd somewhere 
else to live, natural and unnatural disasters, vaccines 
unavailable to anyone other than the rich, and a plethora 
of other things. These are just some of the things that 
our children and church family outside of the United 
States are dealing with.

We all long for a bit of normalcy, why not create 
a little bit for some of our children and mission 
overseer families by giving to the Christmas offering 
this year? Your gift will become a wonderful display of 
the faithfulness of our God, who loved us enough to 
send his very best in the form of humanity. Thank you 
in advance for those who will respond to this special 
holiday gifting appeal. May the Lord bless us everyone!
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apart to only be used in the temple. Rather, he states 
in 2 Corinthians 4:4–7 that God has chosen to preserve 
the light of his glorious gospel through Jesus Christ in 
earthen vessels: “But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us.” To know Christ, serve Christ and 
his kingdom, and be given the opportunity to share in 
his glory is the greatest of all treasures. If the vessels 
used in the temple were required to be clean and set 
apart, or “sanctifi ed,” for holy worship, would less be 
required of us in this grace era?

The Church of God of Prophecy embraces the 
biblical doctrine of sanctifi cation and has made it 
a prominent Bible truth. We believe, quoting from 
“Biblical Principles, Beliefs, and Practices of the Church 
of God of Prophecy,” “Sanctifi cation, like salvation, 
ultimately spans the entire life of the believer. Initially, 
it is a work of grace subsequent to being justifi ed, 
regenerated, or born again. It is an instantaneous work, 
which both sets one apart for God and crucifi es and 
cleanses the old nature, enabling the believer to be 
free from the dominant rule of sin (1 Corinthians 1:2; 
Romans 6:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 6:11). This dethroning 
of the old nature, this cleansing, this setting apart 
places upon the believer the scriptural demand to 
“Mortify the deeds of the body” through the Spirit 
(Romans 8:12, 13) and to “Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the earth; fornication (sexual 
immorality), uncleanness, inordinate (abnormal) 
affection, evil concupiscence (desire for earthly things), 
and covetousness, which is idolatry (Colossians 3:5).” 

We fi nd in the Book of 1 Kings 5–7 the preparations 
that King Solomon made for the building of the temple 
of the Lord. His father, King David, had desired to build 
a temple unto the Lord, but because he had been 
a man of war, the Lord reserved the building of the 
temple for King David’s son, Solomon, who followed 
David as king of Israel. In reading these chapters from 
1 Kings, we see that King Solomon was very intentional 
about the purposes for and the construction of 
everything that would be placed within the completed 
temple or the place of worship. He required the very 
best of materials be used in crafting the furnishing of 
the temple. Everything had its distinct purpose and 
was set apart to serve in the worship of the Lord. The 
furnishings were to be from the purest materials and 
were to be kept clean and untarnished and set aside 
strictly for the holiest of worship.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we, too, have been 
set apart for his intentional purposes of worship and 
service. In John 15:16, Jesus stated, “Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you.” Also, in John 
20:21, Jesus said, “Peace be unto you: as my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.”

Jesus was intentional in redeeming us for his 
distinct purposes of both bearing righteous fruit and 
serving in his kingdom. However, apostle Paul tells us 
that we are not of precious metals, objects, or materials 
as were the furnishings in Solomon’s temple and set 
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Second Peter 3:17, 18 further encourages growth in 
God’s grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ: “Ye 
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of 
the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness. But grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. 
Amen.” There is then in sanctifi cation a responsibility 
on the part of the believer to “put off” some habits and 
practices and to “put on” others, which means there 
must be intentionality to holiness (Ephesians 4:22–32). 
Sanctifi cation empowers us against sin’s control; 
the believer responds with a renewed mind to be 
transformed into the image of Christ (Romans 12:1, 2) 
and to be holy in life and conduct (2 Corinthians 7:1).  
We are then set apart or sanctifi ed so that the Lord may 
produce fruit of righteousness in us, which serves to 
honor and glorify himself as well as bless those around 
us—those we serve and with whom we serve. First 
Peter 2:9 says, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” We may 
be, as Paul stated, “earthen vessels,” but we are indeed 
special to God. He has intentionally purposed it so 
that we could be clean through the blood of Christ, set 
apart to advance his kingdom through righteous living, 
and serve a lost and hurting humanity.

Many of us recognize the refreshing feel and smell 
of a cool spring shower as it cascades down from the 
rain clouds above. It is soothing to step out on our 
porch at the end of a quick spring shower and breathe 
in that clean smell. This is relatively how our inner man 
feels when having experienced the redeeming and 
sanctifying blood of Jesus wash over our souls—clean, 
refreshed, and set apart to serve in Christ’s glorious 
kingdom.
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to the church’s life and mission in the world.¹ He argues 
that the Bible conveys a more dynamic prototype 
of leadership, one in which all believers constitute 
the laos (people of God), but some are distinctively 
leaders among the people. In this model, the “whole” 
participates in the work of ministry. For Fee, the 
clergy and laity should not live in separate worlds. All 
believers, regardless of their position, are crucial agents 
in the mission of God. 

All believers must be seen as equal participants and 
ambassadors of Christ on this earth. All people must be 
encouraged to discover and use their gifts and talents 
to glorify God and help their neighbor. In other words, 
all the laos (people of God) is called to a common task, 
namely being witnesses of God’s kingdom. 

While some may think of “laity” as those less 
important than the pastor, the biblical text indicates this 
is not the case. A theology of leadership that is faithful 
to the biblical text does not create harsh categories 
between laity and ministry leaders, yet it recognizes that 
each person plays a distinctive role. If the Old Testament 
priests had special responsibilities and privileges (they 
were indeed set apart), it is also true that the coming of 
Christ extended these priestly privileges to the whole 
church.² The New Testament emphasizes the potential 

The call to ministry can seem daunting. However, 
we are not called to obedience in a vacuum. While the 
call of God is intimate, it is affi rmed and developed 
in connection with others in the body of Christ. Those 
called to lay leadership must have the voice of seasoned 
pastors and ministry leaders to guide them. The role 
of a pastor or ministry leader is not only to shepherd 
the people within their ministry, but to prepare each 
one to fulfi ll God’s call. With the right understanding 
of Scripture and effective, ongoing praxis, we can 
successfully identify, equip, and release laity. 
Leadership and Laity 

After the consolidation of monasticism, the church 
adopted an organizational model that eventually 
developed a sharp distinction between the laity and the 
clergy. While this model reached its strongest expression 
in the Roman Catholic Church, almost every form of 
Protestantism has done the same. The outcome of this 
hierarchical structure is the separation between the 
world of the congregation and the world of the minister. 
The clergy often exist apart from the people, with a 
different set of rules and expectations. 

Authors like Pentecostal scholar Gordon Fee argue 
that such sharp division between clergy and laity is 
unfaithful to the biblical witness, as well as detrimental 
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that each and every member of the body of Christ has 
to lead others and participate in the redemptive work 
of Christ. This includes pastors, ministry leaders, and 
emerging leaders, as well as all believers, however new 
or experienced in their faith journey.
Equipping Laity

As a pastor or ministry leader in the church, you 
are given the unique time and opportunity to invest in 
laity. While this sounds like a visionary and idealistic 
task, it is easy to become fearful in this process—not 
necessarily fearful of the task, but fearful of developing 
something greater than yourself. In Spiritual Leadership, 
Henry and Richard Blackaby make this bold statement: 
“Sometimes insecurity can drive people to hoard all of 
the leadership opportunities for themselves so that no 
one else appears as capable or as successful.”³ One of 
the first obstacles you must overcome as a leader is the 
fear that someone wants your job. While lay leaders may 
aspire to be like you and walk in your footsteps, you 
cannot afford to feel threatened. God has strategically 
placed you in this ministry position. Fear and insecurity 
can cloud your judgment, burden your heart, and hinder 
you from personally accomplishing all that God desires. 
Step 1: Delegation 

Delegation is key. Your success and the success 
of those you have purposed to equip and release 
into the work of ministry depends on your willingness 
to “pass the torch” of proficiency. Typically, leaders 
are highly skilled people who accomplish their tasks 
with excellence.4 It is understandable that a high-
performance individual might be tempted to hoard 
all of his or her responsibilities and opportunities. 
Perhaps you as a leader like to control processes and 
outcomes. Perhaps you fear someone doing a poor job. 
Even worse, you may fear someone outperforming you. 
However, without delegation you cannot and will not 
equip and release laity. 
Step 2: Training 

Within the context of church and ministry, training 
is a necessity. Training (equipping) is not just limited 
to one method or form. When developing lay leaders, 
provide equipping opportunities that encourage 
personal spiritual formation, biblical and theological 
understanding, as well as the development of ministry 
and leadership skills. As a pastor or ministry leader, 
you can identify your own strengths and provide 
training in those areas. However, be mindful of the 
areas in which you might need to seek out the wisdom 
and insight of others so the emerging leader is fully 
equipped. Be willing to engage in learning alongside 
the emerging leader. Your ministry will be strengthened, 
and you will model the value of lifelong learning. For 
example, consider taking a ministry course together 
with emerging leaders, attend a conference as a 
ministry team, or regularly engage in a book (ministry, 
leadership, or spiritual formation) study together.

Step 3: Create a Plan
Developing a plan of action is essential for 

any ministry endeavor. After you have spent time 
identifying who you will equip for ministry, you must 
identify appropriate goals to be pursued in preparing 
the individual for ministry. You may have many goals 
that you want to accomplish with developing lay 
leaders. This is acceptable and valid; however, there 
is greater value in only focusing on one key goal at a 
time. 5 Focusing on one goal helps both you and the 
developing lay leader have a good understanding of 
what is to be accomplished during a specific period 
of time. A great way to identify what goals need to be 
accomplished is through spending quality time with lay 
leaders so you are able to identify areas where training 
is needed. You should know their areas of giftedness 
and talent as well as their passion, but also encourage 
them to share what they feel they want and need to 
learn in order to minister effectively.
Step Four: Granting Ownership 

Granting ownership to emerging leaders is 
essential in the process of releasing the laity. When 
releasing emerging leaders for ministry, the pastor or 
ministry leader must give them ownership. While the 
local church or a ministry within it may have thrived on 
your vision, emerging leaders need to know they are 
part of something greater than themselves and that 
their voice and participation matters. Let them make 
decisions. Allow them to lead meetings. Encourage 
them to share and cast vision. When you do this, you 
are openly giving them permission to embrace God’s 
call to leadership in their lives and identify their own 
strengths and weaknesses.

Remember, leadership is about producing for 
God’s glory, not your own. Give the emerging leader 
the authority and tools they need to lead and bring 
glory to God’s kingdom. As we remember all the Lord 
has done in our lives through the leaders who have 
influenced us, we should be inspired to do the same 
for those emerging leaders God has placed in our lives 
and ministries. 

*For more about developing lay leaders in your 
local church, refer to the lesson “Identifying, Equipping, 
and Releasing the Laity” in the Foundations: Minister’s 
Development Program course, “The Minister’s Role as 
Leader” at cblcogop.org.

1 Fee, Listening to the Spirit in the Text, 124.

2 R. Paul Stevens, Liberating the Laity: Equipping All the Saints for Ministry (Vancouver, 
British Columbia: InterVarsity Press, 1984), 20, 21. 

3 Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby, Spiritual Leadership: Moving People On to 
God’s Agenda (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2001), 134.

4 Blackaby and Blackaby, Spiritual Leadership, 136.

5 Avolio and Luthans, The High Impact Leader, 236, 237.
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A God of Provision
BISHOP DANIEL FELIPE | OVERSEER OF TEXAS

One of the most extraordinary aspects of God is his 
endless capacity of provision. Scriptures not only call 
him Provider, but they also give account after account of 
his extraordinary power of provision. 

When the widow was out of oil, he provided 
abundant oil for her to keep on living (2 Kings 4:1–7). 
When Israel ran out of land to escape Pharaoh, he 
opened the Red Sea and provided abundant dry land 
for them to keep on walking (Exodus 14). When his 
people ran out of water, Jehovah Jireh brought forth 
water from a rock for them to keep on trusting (Exodus 
17:1–7). He provided warmth in the cold of the night and 
a cool shade in the heat of the day (13:21, 22). 

Genesis 22:1–13 gives the account of when 
Abraham experienced God as the ultimate and perfect 
provider as he takes his son to be sacrifi ced. In a 
dramatic dialog between father and son, Isaac asks 
Abraham, “Look, the fi re and the wood, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham answers, “My 
son, God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering” (7, 8).

The word used by Abraham was the powerful 
word Jireh. “My son, ‘Jehovah Jireh.’” I can imagine how 
diffi cult it must have been for Abraham to walk his son to 
the place of sacrifi ce, to look at Isaac’s face during their 
three days journey. Now imagine how hard it was to fi nd 
an answer to his son’s question, and when no answer 
seemed to be adequate, God spoke through him, “Why 
worry? Jehovah Jireh!”

The word Jireh means to foresee, or to see before 
the fact. Which translated to English is to provide or the 
ability to give provision.  The English word provision
comes from pre-vision or to see beforehand. Now I must 
ask you, why would God allow you to see beforehand, if 
not to prompt an action beforehand?

Scripture itself dives deeper to reveal the power 
of this concept when God gave Pharaoh dreams about 
the seven years of abundance and seven years of 
famine that would overtake the land.  After the failed 
attempts by Pharaoh’s magicians, Joseph is summoned 
to interpret the dreams. Joseph told Pharaoh, “This 
is not only a dream, but God has allowed you to 
foresee what is to come.”  God had allowed him to see 
beforehand in order for him to take action beforehand. 
Pharaoh may have not understood the reason for the 
pre-vision, but Joseph was a man of dreams, and he 
knew very well that if God had allowed them to take 
a sneak peek at tomorrow it is because something 
needed to be done today. 

Joseph went ahead to suggest to 
Pharaoh what needed to be done today in order to 
prepare for tomorrow—we need to set things aside in the 
storehouse today so when the time comes, we will have 
provision for tomorrow. God gave them a pre-vision in 
order for them to have provision. What this means is that 
provision is always set aside beforehand, not during, 
not after the fact but before the need ever arises. The 
dictionary defi nes provision as an amount set aside for a 
known future liability, it also defi nes it as an arrangement 
for a future requirement. 

Too many people have the wrong perception of 
God’s provision, seeing it as an after the fact divine 
response to our need. That God will provide a job after 
the fact, that God will heal after the fact, that God will 
deliver after the fact, that he will show up to provide 
after the fact. Allow me to correct such a dangerous 
theological fallacy regarding the character Jehovah 
Jireh. Jehovah Jireh means that long before the need 
arises, he has already set a portion aside. That is the 
truth revealed to Peter when he wrote, “But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you” (1 Peter 1:19, 20). John affi rms this 
when he also refers to Christ as “the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). Before 
we were ever in need of redemption, the sovereign 
God set a perfect portion aside to satisfy humanity’s 
greatest need.

Therefore, when Abraham told Isaac, “Jehovah 
Jireh,” it was a powerful declaration that God had already 
set aside the provision needed at the mountain top.

The bush on mount Moriah was not a coincidence, 
God had ordained it to be there since before it was a 
seed. God intended for it to grow the way it grew for 
years, to be strong enough to hold captive a ram by its 
horns. The ram itself was chosen before its conception 
and God waited years until its horns were long enough 
to get trapped by the branches of the bush. And when it 
was time, Jehovah Jireh led the ram to that strong, dense 
bush. When it was time, Jehovah Jireh led Abraham to 
the mountain, and when it was time Jehovah Jireh said, “I 
have set aside the lamb for the sacrifi ce.”

Such a premise must deeply impact our theology 
and praxis towards stewardship. Regardless of the 
impending need of the day, Jehovah Jireh has already 
set aside a perfect portion to satisfy our every need. Such 
realization must, if nothing else, provoke our worship to 
be lifted up higher. 
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in Christ. It is then we ride on the high places of the 
earth. It is then the Church can be a city set on a hill. 
Now I don’t claim to know all about the high places, but 
I know there is one place called PEACE. In Philippians, 
Paul speaks of a peace that passes all understanding. 
God says, “Delight in me, and I will give you this place 
of peace.” (You don’t find this on the level that most 
people live.) Peace is when you can sleep in the middle 
of the storm. On the higher plane, there is a place called 
JOY. Peter says it is “Joy unspeakable and full of glory” 
(1 Peter 1:8). It is joy that rises above circumstances. On 
the higher plane is a place called BLESSINGS where 
we are “Blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ” 
(Ephesians 1:3).

On the higher plane there is a place called VICTORY 
where “we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us” (Romans 8:37). We used to sing a song 
called “Higher Ground.” One stanza says, “My heart has 
no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay, 
though some my dwell where these abound, my prayer 
my aim is higher ground.” “For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” 
(Isaiah 57:15).

that people really do visit there...like a lot of people! As the 
weekend went on, I began to feel some pride about the 
place. I was thinking to myself, 'I am a part of this monument' 
and 'I am a part of the impact this park has on people’s 
lives.' I was blessed to be able to help renovate the park. It 
touched me to see the hundreds of people who came and 
went, and I was thrilled that they got to see us from 500+ 
miles away working there to beautify the area. Overall, it 
was a wonderful experience, and I appreciate all the work 
put into FOW. I hope others will find time to do the same.” 
-Daniel Mizell

At 8:00 Sunday morning, we had a wonderful, brief 
outdoor service in the pavilion at the park to worship the 
Lord and take time to reverence him. With Carmen Perkins 
and Lindy Abel leading “At the Cross” and “Awesome in this 
Place,” we were attuned to the presence of the Lord. We felt 
his goodness as we viewed Ten Commandments Mountain 
in the foreground. I then gave a brief devotion concerning 
Joshua chapter 4 as the Israelites took the 12 stones from 
the Jordan River to make a commemorative monument 
of God’s faithfulness to them—not just for them but also so 
that future generations could see and hear of the Lord’s 
provision. After relating that to FOW, I ended the devotion 
by also bringing 1 Timothy 4:8 to our attention: “Godliness 
is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present 
life and also for the life to come.” While our physical labor on 
that mountainside was important, those monuments will one 
day turn to dust just as the rest of the Earth. The soul of man, 
however, will live on forever; so how much more should we 
be laboring for the lost which holds promise in this present 
life and the life to come.

On the way home, Zane, my 13-year-old cousin, 
and I were headed back to Mississippi on Monday. I had 
been driving for around three hours at this point, and he 
had been sleeping for the past 30 minutes. I had him on 
the painting crew for Ten Commandments Mountain all 
weekend, so he was doubtlessly worn out as that was one 
of the most difficult things we did. As I began to slow down 
for a red light, Zane suddenly jolted up from his seat. He 
glanced over at me—still a bit disoriented. Then, after a 
quick, deep sigh of relief, he said, “I was dreaming that I fell 
off the mountain.” I hope the trip was not too traumatizing 
to him, but he and the others that sacrificed their time and 
energy on the mountainside that weekend are certainly to 
be commended for their efforts.

I am an advocate for getting the right people in 
the right seats on the bus. This requires knowing each 
person’s skills, aptitudes, and limits. For that, I put a great 
deal of effort in ensuring that each person was doing 
something that I felt confident they could handle. This can 
be challenging, but the Lord gave the insights I needed to 
have because each volunteer excelled with whatever they 
were tasked. The only challenge was that we had two days 
to finish all that we started. With the dew of the morning 
and the darkness in the night limiting the amount of time we 
could labor, the time constraint was certainly challenging as 
I had to prioritize what we could successfully accomplish in 
the amount of time we had. 

The easiest part of the weekend? There is plenty to 
do. Everywhere I turned, I saw potential for renovation or 
development. Like I mentioned before, the park has good 
bones. You do not have to look far to see what you can do 
to help. The FOW staff, the North America Presbyter’s Office, 
and the Magnolia Region are all advocates for promoting 
sustainable solutions for the longevity of the park. This 
requires the reliability of Heritage Ministries membership 
and volunteers willing to labor, the consistency of 
donations, and the intentionality of the Church to promote 
and enhance the park. The Church of God of Prophecy is 
our church, and Fields of the Wood is our park. We must 
continue do our part to ensure that both reflect Christ in a 
way that will bring glory and honor to him. Anything less 
than that is not good enough. 
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people how God sees them. We often witness dynamic 
church leaders powerfully anointed by God, flourishing 
in their ministry. They are not doing God’s work in their 
own ability. They are being led by the Spirit. There is 
an attraction for leaders to run to successful ministry in 
terms of method; however, nothing can substitute for 
God’s leading. God leads us by heart knowledge and 
heart ministry. This partnership is also demonstrated 
in following God through prayer and the Word. One 
of our disciplines, prayer, does not always change 
the circumstances we encounter, but it changes us. 
Sometimes God has to change our perspective by 
taking us through trying situations, but he is a good 
father and a great teacher. With the help of the Holy 
Spirit, we can be open to all the lessons he brings. 
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Thomas Bevis 
Florida • August 27, 2021

Licensed minister for 14 years

Rosabelle Adina Hazel Caesar 
Virgin Islands • June 24, 2020
Licensed minister for 39 years

Douglas Cruz 
California • September 7, 2021
Licensed minister for 36 years

Phillip N. English 
Georgia • September 1, 2021
Licensed minister for 4 years

William Gaddis 
Indiana • August 27, 2021

Licensed minister for 57 years

Eloise Fennel Horne Lindsey 
Georgia • February 17, 2021

Licensed minister for 22 years

Lessie Mae Moore 
Georgia • July 23, 2018

Licensed minister for 38 years

Abraham Jhonson Rodriguez  
Mexico • August 7, 2021

Licensed minister for 1 year

Randolph Calvert Thomas 
British Virgin Islands • November 2, 2020

Licensed minister for 30 years

Ira Vendol Webbe, Sr. 
Virgin Islands • November 29, 2020

Licensed minister for 44 years

Rickey E. Wood 
Indiana • September 10, 2021
Licensed minister for 49 years

Ottis C. Boatwright 
Georgia • June 21, 2018

Licensed minister for 44 years

Herbert Allen Chancey 
Tennessee • September 15, 2021

Licensed minister for 15 years

Raymond E. Davis 
Florida • August 25, 2021

Licensed minister for 65 years

Eldridge Glaston Fahie 
Virgin Islands • March 24, 2020
Licensed minister for 42 years

Isidoro Hernandez Gutierrez  
Mexico • August 5, 2021

Licensed minister for 21 years

Francisco De Sales May 
Mexico • August 10, 2021

Licensed minister for 23 years

Steadman Plummer 
Jamaica • March 3, 2021

Licensed minister for 30 years

Raymond Salinas, Jr. 
Texas • September 11, 2021

Licensed minister for 22 years

Letha Trogdon 
North Carolina • August 21, 2021

Licensed minister for 36 years

Glen M. Wirshing 
Arizona • May 26, 2018

Licensed minister for 29 years

Lenroy Atkinson 
Jamaica • February 14, 2021
Licensed minister for 7 years

Barend P. Botha 
Africa • September 1, 2021

Licensed minister for 44 years

Louie Andrew Collins 
South Carolina • September 11, 2021

Licensed minister for 55 years

Charles Ellworth Davis, Sr. 
Georgia • September 20, 2018
Licensed minister for 15 years

Cephas Ferguson 
Bahamas • September 5, 2021
Licensed minister for 65 years

Alfredo Tuyub Huh  
Mexico • August 12, 2021

Licensed minister for 30 years

Monique Eleanor McKoy 
Jamaica • March 25, 2021

Licensed minister for 16 years

Rebecca Pratt-Britt 
Florida • August 28, 2021

Licensed minister for 9 years

Hugh Jeffrey Stewart 
North Carolina • September 16, 2021

Licensed minister for 37 years

Maria Luise de Gailber Veras 
Canada/East • May 24, 2021

Licensed minister for 28 years
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The Nicene creed lists the “marks” of the church: 
it is one, holy, universal, and apostolic. Discussion of 
those marks are for another day, another theologian. I 
don’t want to comment on the marks of the church, but 
the marks left by the church on my life. 

The church marked me by expecting participation, 
a sort of unspoken obligation to consistently attend 
services. It worked for me, not against me. My family 
attended every service, rain or shine, feeling good or 
not-so-great, without fail. I do not remember hearing one 
conversation between my parents deciding if we were 
going to church. My parents worked more-than-full-time 
jobs, but if there was a revival, we went every night, even 
if it lasted a month—which it frequently did. I come away 
from that history without regret. By valuing participation, 
the church built faithfulness into my character.  

The church marked me by being truthful about 
my need for salvation. By the time I was school age, 
it was no longer okay for me to stay home with my 
unbelieving grandpa on Sunday nights. “The Wonderful 
World of Disney” became a faint memory. Everyone 
who had reached the “age of accountability” was 
expected to be in church. As a younger child, I might 
read the song book or look at the pictures in my Bible 
during church, but there came the time I was deemed 
old enough to “get something” out of the sermon. I 
was expected to leave childish things behind and pay 
attention. I am glad for that. Those sermons marked me 
for salvation. 

The church marked me by instructing me in the 
faith. We never missed Sunday school, either. We 
weren’t the exception; everybody went to Sunday 
school in those days. For elementary-age kids, the 
teaching style can be summed up in one word: 

fl annelgraph. Flannelgraph stories have fallen out 
of fashion now. But those stories and the sermons 
preached in church marked me with a biblical 
foundation. 

The church marked me by creating fellowship. 
Wednesday nights were full of age-specifi c ministry. We 
looked forward to interacting with our friends. Teaching 
style? Two words: sword and drill. Not really, there 
was so much more: giant picture cards with edge-of-
your-seat stories like Barney’s Barrel and Miss Bump; a 
fi lmstrip, every once in a while, was a sensation! In the 
summers, we had snow cones. And then there was VBS! 
Puppets and crafts and new action songs. The church, 
embodied in those volunteer teachers and workers, 
invested time and effort to train me, yes, but also to 
give me the joy of fellowshipping with other Christians.

The church marked me for service. I saw church 
people serve. In so many ways: teaching, ushering, 
mowing, cooking, visiting, holding jail and nursing 
home services, repairing, cleaning. One seemingly 
insignifi cant example of serving was done by the 
women of the church who planned, prepared, and 
facilitated yearly graduation and Christmas banquets. 
These weren’t your run-of-the-mill parties—they were 
events! Elegant. Beautiful. They decorated, cooked 
delicious meals, and orchestrated great entertainment. 
I am so grateful to the people who took those tasks to 
heart and worked hard, for the love of young people 
and a commitment to serving each other as the church. 
I’m not Jesus, but I’ll quote him this side of heaven, 
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”  

I know there are people with similar memories. 
People similarly marked by the work and ministry and 
love of the church. Thank you, Lord, for those marks.

MARSHA ROBINSON | MANAGING EDITOR
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