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In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
In the first century, the letter to the Hebrews was authored to believers in Jesus who had 
a Hebraic or Jewish heritage. The letter was written to show the supremacy and 
sufficiency of Jesus the Messiah.  These holy words of the Letter to the Hebrews are a 
wonderful inclusion in the tapestry of the New Testament canon. They speak of the 
supremacy of Jesus as the perfect, once-and-for all sacrifice that takes away the sins of 
the world.  
 
The central motif is “Jesus Christ is better”. The words “better,” “more” and “greater” 
appear a combined 25 times through the New Testament letter to the Hebrews. In this 
letter we discover that Jesus alone is the gravitational center of the gospel. As a result, 
in chapter 4, verse 15 with tightly packed and succinct wisdom the author writes: 

 
we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.1 
 

This is a confession about Christ which demands our highest allegiance and submission.  
This confession that Jesus Christ is better is the gospel once for all entrusted to the 
saints by God himself.  In our hands we hold the living word of God which has been and 
always will be the supreme authority in this diocese. Article VI of the Thirty Nine Articles 
of Religion, “Of the sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation,” puts it this way:  
 

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is 
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation.  

 
The catechism of the Anglican Church in North America asks:   
 

What is the Holy Scripture? Holy Scripture is “God's Word written” given by the 
Holy Spirit through prophets and apostles as the revelation of God and his acts in 
human history and is therefore the Church's final authority.2 

 
Why have I begun this pastoral address speaking about the word of God?  Because if 
we lose confidence in the word of God, if we waiver in our belief that Holy Scripture is 
without error and is the fully trustworthy written revelation from God then our salvation is 
at stake and so too is the future of the church.  As our Canon theologian wrote to me last 
week, if we lose inerrancy, if we lose infallibility, man steps-in again and we contribute to 
our salvation. Sinful man always fights this, because our default position is to add some 
form of cooperation.  Our default position always believes that we have got something, 
even if it is a little something, to add to God’s creation, his work and even his revelation.  
 
 

 
1	Hebrews	4:15	
2	ACNA	Catechism,	‘To	be	a	Christian’	
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The Anglican homilies from the 16th century Reformation written by such men as 
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and Bishop Nicholas Ridley (both martyrs for the faith) 
describe the word of God, ‘as food for our souls’.  The homily on The Reading of Holy 
Scripture, says this: 
 

as drink is pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to them that be hungry, so is 
the reading, hearing, searching, and studying of Holy Scripture to them that be 
desirous to know God or themselves, and to do his will.3 

 
Do we not desire to know God and to do his will?  Therefore, let us read and hear and 
search and study the Holy Scriptures and hold fast our confession that Christ is enough, 
that He is better, He is more, He is greater, that He is the gravitational center of the 
Christian faith. 
 
There are so many circumstances into which this New Testament letter speaks today. 
The word of God is always timely, meaning that it was given at a specific time and place 
and yet, it is also timeless, in that the bible speaks to us today. 
 
Last year, our synod met digitally online.  We were physically separated from one 
another because of what we then understood to be the necessary parameters of Covid-
19. Covid was serious, some of you present here today almost died.  While our 2020 
online synod was one way to engage with each other, I grieved that our Lord’s Church 
was separated and that we did not meet physically together. I am so thankful to God and 
to each of you that we are here together today in person, in this place as a body of 
believers in Christ for such a time as this. 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews wrote about how his recipients longed to be 
reunited with one another.4  As we have been separated from one another this past year, 
the limitations of our screens have reminded us of the importance of the gathered 
community as an expression of belonging.   
 
Livestreamed Sunday services served a purpose, but nothing can replace face to face 
engagement with one another.  In-person teaching of God’s word and the administration 
of the sacraments is still a biblical priority for God's people.  It was important then and it 
remains important now! 
 
There are more similarities.  
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews writes about those who are in prison and who are 
mistreated.5  Today in the United States of America and around the world, we too know 
something of persecution and the suppression of religious liberties. Around the world 
today Christians are being persecuted and mistreated for the faith in numbers that 
surpass the pressures of any other period in Christian history.  Activists are regularly and 

 
3	Homily	on	the	reading	of	Scripture	
4	Hebrews	13:19	
5	Hebrews	13:3	
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openly attempting to silence and cancel individuals and ministries who are committed to 
the faith proclamation of Christ and the gospel. 
 
There are even more similarities between the Letter to the Hebrews and such a time as 
this. 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews writes about “strange teachings” in the church.6  
We too are experiencing strange teachings in the church and an extraordinary 
dismantling of the apostolic faith!  Universalism, open theism, permissive grace, 
gnosticism, Jesus the good guy, grave sucking, kenosis. 
 
If we believed what we ought to believe about the Bible, people would be flocking to 
bring themselves under the authority of the living word of God because it is life giving!  
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews repeatedly called his audience to persevere in 
the faith and cautioned them about the danger of leaving the Christian community to 
chase after the gods of the new age.  I have found the words of the Bible to be living, full 
of vibrant heart-piercing life. I have found that the Bible has hands to lay ahold of you. It 
has feet to run after you. The Bible has power to subdue you.  It is sharper than the 
sharpest of swords. It has the power to search out thoughts deep within our minds and 
point us where?  To Christ!  For He is enough, He is better, He is more, He is greater. 
 
Amidst separation and isolation from other Christians, amidst persecution and 
suppression of religious liberties, amidst an eradication of confidence in the word of God 
and strange teachings in the church, the author of this New Testament letters says, 
 

let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith7 

 
The Greek word for ‘race’ is the word agôn from which we get agony.  That is a little 
unsettling, is it not?   
 
Some of you know that in my ‘spare time’ I engage and usually enjoy, long distance 
running. In my first marathon race, several years ago, a veteran marathoner said to 
me… the pain will set in at mile 21.  When I got to that point in the race, I was in so 
much agony, I yelled out that man’s name in an attempt to ease the pain (it did not 
work). The Christian race is demanding, sometimes grueling and even agonizing.  It 
demands the utmost in self-discipline, determination and in perseverance.  In short, it 
takes all we have.  The Christian life is a race (it is agôn, it is agony) the Christian life is 
a race to the finishing line. 
 
It is the type of agony that is being experienced by the church planters of our diocese.  
Led by Canon Jim Salladin, at least 7 of our courageous church planters are meeting 
together later tonight. Just two days ago, Archdeacon Henry Baldwin met with Brenda 
and me and a faithful group of Christians who are discerning planting right here in this 

 
6	Hebrews	13:9	
7	Hebrews	12:1b-2	
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Souderton region. Our church planters are men, women, young people and children who 
have been parachuted into localities across the United States of America and with few 
resources are planting new churches using a prayer book liturgy that is a gift for a 
prodigal nation and a prodigal church. 
 
Planters like Clay and Jonette Gilley and the faithful people of St. Brendan’s, Bass 
Harbor Maine who have pressed on and overcome numerous challenges as they 
endeavor to faithfully proclaim the Christ of the gospels.  In the shadow of the steeple of 
their beautiful chapel, members of the congregation meet at 3:30am at the Tremont town 
dock to serve the crew of the lobster boats with a brown bag of goodies including a 
locally made muffin.  They want to show the fisherman of Maine the people who meet 
behind the white door of the chapel.  And to show them that they believe in Christ the 
servant king, they ran with endurance at 3:30am, no doubt with a little agony, the race 
that was theirs to run.  Clay and the people of St. Brendan’s believe that God is still 
looking for people who are willing to participate in acts of love and kindness to those 
outside their present circle.  They believe that God uses humble demonstrations of the 
love of Christ to plant seeds of eternity in the hearts the lobstermen of Maine and that 
these seeds of service will blossom into faith in Christ. 
 
Clay has become known locally as the ‘muffin man’. Clay, would you please stand and 
let us encourage the brothers and sisters of St. Brendan’s Bass Harbor, Maine.   
 
Brothers and sisters, emulate the example of Jesus and see the world through the eyes 
of Christ.  Doing so does not evacuate the complexity of the current and very real issues 
within our republic and conversations regarding the best way to reflect Jesus in our 
nation, but regularly engaging in humble demonstrations of the love of Jesus does help 
keep us focused on Christ while we run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.8 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews also calls us to remember.  Remember those 
who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since 
you also are in the body.9  Rather than avoiding the needy, the marginalized and the 
suffering, the church [all of us  together] are called to be mindful of those in need and to 
remember the suffering. 
 
I have seen this across the diocese as congregations such as Anglican Church of the 
Good Shepherd Binghamton, New York who in the midst of COVID prepared pre-
packaged meals outside their building where people drove up to receive the prepared 
food. I have seen our ministry amongst the suffering through our chaplains, such as 
Archdeacon Patrick Malone from Holy Cross Brookfield, Wisconsin who ministered in 
often less than desirable circumstances to the sick and those dying alone from COVID-
19 without their families or local ministers. 
 
There are countless testimonies of faithful acts of service during this period by so many 
of you.  

 
8	Hebrews	12:1b-2	
9	Hebrews	13:3	
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Praise God for the resourcefulness and courage of clergy and lay ministers during the 
pandemic.  Praise God for the generosity of many who gave sacrificially through 
financial gifts and enabled local congregations and the diocese to continue in ministry. 
 
Early last year, when the covid pandemic was beginning to take its grip on our country, I 
urged the clergy of our diocese to stay visible in their communities. While the ministry of 
the pulpit and the holy table are highly valuable in our context, I was concerned that in 
the midst of the pandemic our clergy and lay people practically serve God in their 
context.  It was important that the local church did not retreat when the world needed the 
reassuring presence of the Rock of Ages.  
 
In a clergy zoom meeting, early in the pandemic, with our faithful and dedicated clergy, I 
referenced the extraordinary and remarkable testimony of a small band of faithful nuns 
who became known as the Memphis Martyrs who, rather than retreating from life 
threatening challenges, served Christ faithfully during another very difficult period in our 
nation. 
 
When yellow fever hit Memphis, Tennessee in 1878, thousands died and thousands fled. 
A few individuals remained behind and their brave deeds cost them their lives. When the 
plague finally lifted, Memphis — once one of the fastest growing cities in the South — 
was a city of the dead. Entire blocks lay desolate and empty. Yellow fever had claimed 
more than 5,000 victims and thousands fled the city, many never to return. Victims 
dropped dead in the streets, and bodies were discovered each morning in the city’s 
parks.  
 
The Community of St. Mary in Peekskill, New York had sent several nuns to Memphis to 
open a school and manage an orphanage. Four of the nuns died after contracting yellow 
fever while they ministered Christ to the sick and dying in this hell on earth. 
 
The Martyrs of Memphis, Constance and Her Companions are remembered every year 
in our church’s calendar on September 9. 
 
Earlier this year, the faithful and heroic descendants of the Martyrs of Memphis wrote to 
me and asked if I would receive them as members of the Anglican Diocese of the Living 
Word. Mother Miriam, the Mother Superior, said that in joining this diocese, the sisters 
believe they are staying within the rich tradition of historic Anglican doctrine and worship 
rather than acquiescing to the cultural maelstrom of many present-day Christian 
denominations. 
 
Benedictine in ethos, the Sisters seek to live a traditional, contemplative expression of 
the monastic life, giving evangelical witness to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
empowered by the Holy Spirit in sanctified daily life. 
 
Mother Miriam and Sister Mary Elizabeth, who are both with us today, you and the 
sisters of the Community of St. Mary [eastern province] are welcome amongst us.  You 
are not alone. You have a home here.  We are honored that at considerable cost, you 
have joined the Anglican Diocese of the Living Word.  We have much to learn from you 
and we are humbled the welcome you to this diocese.  
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In the late 1990’s, while serving the Lord in the Nelson Diocese in New Zealand, I heard 
my first report of a place called Albany, New York [a location that at that time meant little 
to me].  I was told that the then bishop of the diocese was leading something of a revival.  
His name, Herzog! 
 
Daniel Herzog was consecrated a bishop in the church in 1997.  He and his wife Carol 
have been married for 56 years and are blessed with five children and fourteen 
grandchildren.  
 
Some years ago, I had the privilege of meeting Bishop Dan for the very first time.  Wow, 
what a guy!  I have discovered that it is not unusual for Bishop Herzog to have at least 
10 outstanding ideas before he eats his first bowl of fruit loops. 
 
Earlier this year, The Most Reverend Dr. Foley Beach received Bishop Herzog as a 
retired bishop in the Anglican Church in North America and I joyfully welcome this 
‘general’ of the faith to serve as a retired bishop in our diocese.  
 
Due to some unexpected circumstances, Bishop Dan and Carol have been unable to 
join us for synod… however… that they are watching now on our live stream.  
 
The increasing shades of purple in the Anglican Diocese of the Living Word seemed to 
be a reoccurring headline in media statements released earlier this year by The Rev. 
Marc Steele, our Director of Communications. 
 
Around 1200 B.C., the city of Tyre along the coast of ancient Phoenicia began producing 
purple dye by crushing the shells of a small sea snail.  Have you ever noticed that the 
appearance of purple in a room can sometimes lead to differing feelings, emotions and 
reactions?  People often describe purple as mysterious, spiritual, and imaginative.10  
I am told that Purple tends to occur rarely in nature, so it is viewed as rare and intriguing. 
 
However, most Anglicans would confess that too much purple in one place can be… well 
let us just say… a little awkward! 
 
Such a comment would not describe the faithful and focused episcopal ministry of The 
Rt. Rev. William Love.  Bishop Love was consecrated as a Bishop in 2006 and began 
his term as the ninth Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Albany in 2007. In 1983, 
William, an Air Force veteran himself, married the now-retired Air Force Colonel Karen 
Love who led us in prayer this morning. They are parents to two children and proud 
grandparents of four grandchildren, with an eagerly anticipated fifth on the way.  
 
Over a period of months, Bishop Bill, Karen, Brenda and I met together, prayed together, 
talked together and built relationship with each other. It became evident that God the 
Holy Spirit was doing a beautiful thing, bringing together two bishops share a resolute 
faith in Jesus Christ and the Word of God written.  Bishop Bill and I also both believe that 
Jesus still says ‘go’. 
 

 
10Heller	E.	Psychologie	de	la	couleur:	effets	et	symboliques.	Pyramyd;	2009.	
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Recently, Bishop Bill said, “In giving us the Great Commission, Jesus is giving us our 
marching orders.  The Lord is calling us to step out of our comfort zone and to share our 
faith so that others too may come to believe in him and be strengthened in their faith.”11 
 
Bishop Bill has committed to assisting me in the diocese in a multiplicity of ways and has 
offered to make one episcopal visit a month. The budget for the upcoming fiscal year 
includes a small stipend for Bishop Love.   
 
For this new line in our budget to be available, the finance committee has agreed to 
allow me to raise the funds for Bishop Bill’s stipend over and above our current giving 
commitments.  Our Chancellor has committed to assisting me in raising these funds and 
I welcome your partnership with me supporting Bishop Bill in his ministry. 
 
If you would like to give and partner with me, you can text your donation amount to the 
number on the screen, you can give online at adlw.org and designate your gift to the 
Bishop Love Ministry Fund, you can also write a check.  [I am also told on very good 
authority that Bishop Bill might also accept gifts of carrot cake, dark chocolate and 
English tea]. 
 
Bishop Love, we thank the Living God that He has brought you amongst us to shepherd 
us under the Great Shepherd of Souls, our risen Lord Jesus Christ.  We thank God for 
your commitment to Christ and the faithfulness of your ministry.  We thank God that He 
has used you in the past and He will use you again in his church with us.  We commit to 
pray for you and we ask that you will walk with us in our shared mission to declare the 
gospel which has been entrusted to us by God, to live lives that bring God glory and 
make him known in this world. You and Karen have a home here among us in this 
diocese and in the Anglican Church of North America. 
Bishop Dan and Bishop Bill, join Bishop Dave and me, in serving as your bishops.   
 
It would seem that this is an opportune moment to remind us about the ministry of a 
bishop. 
 
In his first letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul uses the Greek word episkopē to describe 
the qualification and ministry of those who serve in the episcopal order. 
 
Amongst other important qualities, we are told that bishops must be sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach.  In Acts chapter 20, Paul tells the 
Ephesian elders that the Holy Spirit has made you overseers [Gk. episkopos] to care for, 
to pastor, to serve as shepherd of the church of God.12 
 
According to the Anglican ordinal, bishops are to be persuaded that the Holy Scriptures 
contain sufficiently all doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ, they are to be determined out of the Holy Scriptures to instruct the people 
committed to their charge and to teach or maintain nothing as necessary to eternal 

 
11	The	Rt.	Rev.	William	Love,	February	27,	2021	
12	Acts	20:28	
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salvation but that which may be concluded and proved by the Scriptures. When bishops 
teach the word of God the Church is strengthened! 
 
Notice from the ordinal what else bishops are called to do - they are to banish and drive 
away all erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to God's Word; and both privately and 
openly to call upon and encourage others to the same.13  Bishops have a weighty 
responsibility to ensure the church is faithful to the word of God and protected from 
strange teaching.  When bishops exercise this responsibility, the Church is 
strengthened! 
 
Bishops are also called to diligently exercise such discipline as is, by the authority of 
God’s Word and by the Order of this Church, committed to them.  When bishops 
diligently exercise discipline, the Church is strengthened! 
 
Bishops are also called to be merciful for Christ's sake to poor and needy people and to 
all strangers destitute of help.  That in many ways, the ministry of a bishop has many 
similarities with the ministry of the deacon: serving, feeding, caring, washing feet. 
Bishops are also called to be faithful in ordaining, sending, or laying hands upon others 
and serving in a consensual manner.14 When bishops serve in this way, the Church is 
strengthened! 
 
Many of us have personally seen and experienced the tragic shipwreck, corroded and 
rusting on the ecclesiastical reefs of wokeness, apostacy and syncretism which are the 
inevitable results of bishops who depart from the faith once for all entrusted to the saints 
and their refusal to exercise the office entrusted to them by God and his Church. 
 
I reaffirm to you today, as we will say publicly at Midday Prayer today, that Bishops 
Bena, Herzog, Love and Dobbs solemnly declare that we do believe the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments to be the inerrant Word of God and to contain all things 
necessary to salvation and we consequently hold ourselves bound to conform our lives 
and ministries thereto and we ask for your prayers.15 
Lay leaders and clergy of the diocese, I commend my fellow bishops to your prayers.  
We all have our own preferences as bishops [have you noticed] some wear black, others 
wear purple, one has a great accent!  But all four of your bishops unreservedly believe 
that the word of God is sufficient for the work of God and as the word of God, and that, 
as Hebrews chapter 13 says, that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.16  
 
This commitment to Christ and the gospel is the foundation of this entire mission which 
is the Anglican Diocese of the Living Word. 
 
This foundation in Christ and his word is what underscored last month’s decision of our 
Standing Committee to create the Living Word Anglican Mission in Haiti.   

 
13	The	consecration	of	bishops,	1662	
14	James	Ussher	Reduction	of	the	Episcopacy	(1657)	
15	Oath	of	Conformity	(Anglican	Diocese	of	the	Living	Word)	
16	Hebrews	13:8	
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Back in April, Archdeacon Jorge Finlay accompanied me to Haiti for an exploratory 
mission visit to meet the Rev. Joseph Jocelyn who is requesting affiliation with the 
Anglican Diocese of the Living Word and the Anglican Church in North America. 
 
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with a Human Development 
Index ranking of 169 out of 189 countries in 2019.  Over 6 million Haitians lived below 
the poverty line of US$2.41 per day and more than 2.5 million fell below the extreme 
poverty line of US$1.12 per day.  
 
Eight mission churches will be part of the of Living Word Anglican Mission in Haiti.  Initial 
priorities for the Haiti Mission include providing episcopal oversight to clergy, lay leaders 
and congregations. Developing training programs for lay ministers and congregational 
development through catechism, liturgy and translation. The ministry will be overseen by 
a leadership board and is led locally in Haiti by the Rev. Joseph Jocelyn who is currently 
the only ordained minister in the mission.  
 
Christ and the gospel are the reasons why so many of us in this diocese see ourselves 
as modern-day missionaries in the communities into which Christ has called us.  
Whether it be Clint Werezak’s ‘Street2Street’ ministry in Harlem, New York which assists 
at-risk kids play, belong, and matter. Or Richard Lafferty, who with his wife Ellen, is 
planting South Valley Anglican Church, West Henderson, Nevada (there are only three 
existing Anglican churches in the entire state).   
 
Christ and the gospel are the reasons why David and Cathy Haig are now leading 
Resurrection Anglican in Halfmoon, New York – they began at the end of April and had 
their first adult baptism just 2 weeks ago.  Christ and the gospel are the reasons why 
Dan and Debbie Jones have planted Bread of Life Church in Schenectady, New York. 
What of Darren Johnson, Bo Ubbens who powerfully minister to the sick in hospitals and 
hospices. And, Dorathy Smokis and the Church Army who love those human beings who 
with us are created in the image of God who live in abandoned buildings, sleeping lonely 
on the streets of Hartford, Connecticut. Or Faith McDonnell who is courageously 
advocating through Katartismos Global for the persecuted including partnering in a 
campaign to help free our brothers and sisters currently enslaved by terrorists in Nigeria. 
 
Christ and the gospel are the reasons why the Venerable Samuel Orimogunje took God 
at his word and watched as rubble and mud and old abandoned car bodies in a 
storefront in Queens, New York were transformed into a glorious worship center on the 
main street in Jamaica to reach people of all nations.   
 
What a privilege it is to serve in what is one of the most, if not the most ethnically diverse 
diocese in the Anglican Church in North America where skin color and geographical 
diversity do not and will not separate us.  Why? Because we believe the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments to be the inerrant Word of God and to contain all things 
necessary to salvation and as a result, we hold ourselves, all of us, irrespective of skin 
color, economic position and geographical location, bound to conform our lives and 
ministries thereto. 
 
This is the unity for which Jesus himself prayed in the Jerusalem Upper Room the night 
before he died.   
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Christ and the gospel are the reasons why our ethnic and geographic diversity are seen 
as strengths in this diocese and I pray that Christ will continue to bless us with these 
treasures and that we will see these treasures are given to us by God as we run the race 
together. 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews writes in chapter 12 that this race has been run 
by Jesus.  Verse 2, let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Verse 3, Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so 
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 
Why would we consider him?  Because our identity is in him.  Our identity as Christians 
is always and only ever shall be ‘in Christ’ alone.   
 
Writing to the Galatians the Apostle Paul states, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.17 The death of Christ on the cross has 
wrought the extinction of our former selves, by the death of Christ upon the cross, my 
former sinful identity has become utterly estranged, crucified, impaled.  I am now dead to 
self to all my associations and identities expect that which is Christ himself.   
 
Paul writes, the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. 18   
 
The deeper we mediate on our union with the crucified, risen, ascended and glorified 
Christ, the more content we become that He alone is the single stabilizing reality amidst 
the turbulence and agitation of the hour. 
 
Seventy-six years ago, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, just 39 years old, was hanged for his part in 
the conspiracy to assassinate Adolf Hitler. He is known by many for one main sentence. 
It is worthy of consideration in our day of identity politics which have become fashionable 
in many quarters of the Christian community. 
 
Here is the context of Bonhoeffer’s most famous quote:  
 
The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which every man must 
experience is the call to abandon the attachments of this world. It is that dying of the old 
man which is the result of his encounter with Christ….When Christ calls a man, he bids 
him come and die. It may be a death like that of the first disciples who had to leave 
home and work to follow him, or it may be a death like Luther’s, who had to leave the 
monastery and go out into the world. But it is the same death every time—death in Jesus 
Christ, the death of the old man at his call.19 
 

 
17	Galatians	2:20	
18	Galatians	2:20	
19	The	Cost	of	Discipleship,	99	
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When we die to self, those parts of us that continue to urge us to identity with who we 
once were, with who our families once were, with the results of our fancy DNA tests, I 
could tell you mine, but you know what?  When we come to Christ, they die!  When 
Christ calls us to come to him, we are a new creation, the old has passed away, behold 
the new has come20. The love of Christ controls us.21  Christ’s great love for you is the 
only utterly reliable foundation for your identity. 
 
We have nothing to add to this identity in Him.  The only identity we ever need, is His. 
Any value we have in this life can only come from the fact that we are loved by God. 
 
Brothers and sisters, who Christ is and who we are in him, is the message that we are 
commissioned by him to proclaim.  As Christians today we should be contending for this 
transcendent truth. After all, in the providence of Almighty God, it has fallen to you and to 
me in this generation to declare the gospel truth which has been passed to us. And we 
possess the unique resource to showcase the better way. So do not blend in, stand out!  
Our nation needs Him and you and I are those who are to proclaim him. Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, needs Him. Miami Florida needs Him. Schenectady New York needs him. 
 
Over 191 Americans die every day in the towns and cities represented by this diocese 
and across our nation from drug-involved overdoses including prescription opioids.  
Those who are addicted and the families of those who have died need Him! 
 
Almost 19% of high school students in our country have seriously considered attempting 
to take their own lives!  They need him! 
 
The nations are at our doorstep and thousands have crossed the threshold of our 
country. A Pew Foundation report discovered that a staggering 73% of American 
converts to Islam, claim they came from Christian churches.22  They need him! 
 
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted.23 
 
He is better, He is more, He is greater, He is the gravitational center of the Christian faith 
and we are in glorious union with him.  We need him.  The author of this New Testament 
letter to the Hebrews is very intentional regarding Jesus.  Our eyes need to be where? 
On Jesus! Consider Him, Hebrews chapter 12, verse 3. Why?  Because Jesus is the 
greatest winner of all in the race of faith.  Jesus is faith’s epitome.  He is its author and 
its trailblazer.  He is faith’s pioneer, the perfecter and faith’s originator.  We need him. 
 
And we need each other! 
 
The marathon of the Christian life requires us to run the race with other Christians. 

 
20	2	Corinthians	5:17	
21	2	Corinthians	5:14	
22	https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/26/the-share-of-americans-
who-leave-islam-is-offset-by-those-who-become-muslim/	
23	Hebrews	12:3	
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The Pilgrim's Progress written by John Bunyan in 1678, is regarded as one of the most 
significant works of religious, theological fiction in English literature. It has been 
translated into more than 200 languages and has never been out of print.  In the book, 
we discover the importance of walking the journey of faith with other believers.  
 
The main character Christian is largely alone for much of his adventure, though he 
eventually finds great help in the companionship of Faithful and Hopeful. His wife is later 
supported in her journey by like-minded pilgrims, including the characters of Mercy, 
Honest, Valiant-for-Truth and Standfast. And together they come to the celestial city 
together. 
 
Have you discovered that it is not walking alone as a Christian but walking together with 
others in your life and ministry enables you to accomplish so much more for Christ and 
his kingdom?   
 
Thirty years ago, God gave me a treasure, to be a pilgrim with me. 
 
Brenda, only by the grace of God, the prayers of this church and your love for me, am I 
able to serve as diocesan bishop of this incredible diocese. I thank God for you.  You are 
more than my words can ever express. You are my counterweight and my treasure. 
Walking towards the celestial city with you is God’s gift to me. 
 
I love you and honor you before Him and this Anglican Diocese of the Living Word. 
 
I am the only full-time employee of this incredible diocese!  And yet, it is together with 
Marc Steele and Korleen Steele and Phillip Shade and Melanie Taylor; with our 
Chancellor and Diocesan Secretary and members of our Standing Committee and Court 
and together with each of you and your congregations, that Brenda and I remain forever 
convinced that Christ is better, that He is more, He is greater, the He will build his church 
and the gates of hades will not prevail against it. 
 
What an encouragement to keep going!  The Christian life is a race.  It is marked out for 
us.  It has been run successfully by others.  It requires discipline, but, supremely, it has 
been run fully, finally, gloriously and successfully by Jesus and the cross enables the 
tired and the troubled Christian to say, “We shall overcome!”   
 
The finish line of heaven beckons us... even this morning. In Jesus, we are not only on 
the winning side, but we are on the side that has already won, and we lay hold of this by 
faith, and that keeps us going with a deep gratitude and a buoyant spirit. 
 
So come Christ. Live on the sunrise side of the mountain, not the sunset side of the 
mountain. See the day that is coming, not the day that is gone. I am optimistic about the 
future of the Church because the Church is His.  It belongs to Christ and He is better, He 
is more, He is greater! 
 
This is not time to retreat.  We need a flourishing Church to impact this nation and Jesus 
died on the cross for such a time as this! 
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So, let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.24 

	
	

Presented	June	11,	2021	
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24	Hebrew	12:1b-2	
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