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The Anglican Diocese of the Living Word (ADLW) welcomes your interest in exploring a 
possible call to ordained ministry to the diaconate or priesthood. We applaud your desire to 
be obedient to God’s call and your heart to follow and serve Him. 

When God calls an individual to a ministry, He will confirm His call through other 
members in the Body of Christ. The Anglican Diocese of the Living Word Ordination 
Process is designed to help you, your rector, your congregation and the diocese discern if 
indeed you are called to be a deacon or a priest (also called presbyters). God calls some 
people to serve as vocational deacons which means they will not be ordained to serve as 
presbyters.  The Anglican Diocese of the Living Word ordains both men and women to 
serve as vocational deacons and ordains men only to serve as priests.  Serving as a 
vocational deacon is a worthy and honorable ministry.  Those individuals who are 
approved to be ordained and then serve as vocational deacons remain as deacons 
throughout their ordained ministry.   

The process will also help identify your gifts, strengths, issues to address, need for 
training and education and direction for future ministry.  At the conclusion of the process 
my answer may be ‘yes’, it may be ‘no’, or it may be ‘wait’.  Either way, I am thankful 
for your willingness to offer yourselves for consideration as a candidate for Holy Orders 
in Christ’s Church. 

Included in this information packet is an overview of our discernment/ordination process, a 
checklist of the steps involved, forms you and your rector will need and instructions for a 
Congregation Discernment Committee. 

The Congregation Discernment Committee process contains many helpful questions to 
consider as you pray about your sense of call. As you think through these questions and 
issues involved in a call to ordained ministry, you should also discuss them with your 
rector. 

As bishop, I exercise my initial role in discerning an applicant’s call after the rector and 
vestry have acted on the report of the Congregation Discernment Committee and have made 
a recommendation to the diocese and once all documents have been received by the 
diocese. I do appreciate being introduced to aspirants during church visitations, however I 
generally do not have individual appointments or interviews with candidates until after the 
rector, vestry and diocese have acted.  

We want you to have all the information you need and we want to answer your questions 
about the process. For additional information please contact Brenda Dobbs, Registrar of 
Anglican Diocese of the Living Word at 703-662-0265 or Registrar@adlw.org 

May our Lord bless you as you seek His will. 

In Christ alone, 

The Rt. Rev. Julian M. Dobbs | Bisho




