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Introduction 
 

 
The burial of a Christian is an occasion of both sorrow and joy—our 
sorrow in the face of death, and our joy in Jesus’ promise of the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. 
 
The order for Christian burial looks forward to eternal life, rather than 
backward to past events.  It does not primarily focus on the achievements 
or failures of the deceased; rather it calls us to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus and his triumph over death, even as we celebrate the life and 
witness of the deceased.  
 
The readings should always be drawn from the Bible and the prayers and 
music from the Christian tradition. A wake preceding the service and a 
reception following the service are appropriate places for personal 
remembrances. 
 
The service is intended for use in a Burial Ground or in Church and 
Burial Ground. When it is used in a Funeral Home or for Cremation, 
there will need to be some adjustment of the order or content and 
perhaps some minor changes to the text. 
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The Minister, meeting the Body and going before it, either into the church, or towards the grave, 
shall say one or more of the following SCRIPTURE SENTENCES. 
 

AM the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me shall never die.   St. John 11. 25, 26 
 

 KNOW that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon 
the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh 

shall I see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, 
and not another.    Job 19. 25 – 27 
 

E brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything 
out of the world. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.   1 St. Timothy 6.7; Job 1.21 
 
 
Then, the Prayer following, the Minister first pronouncing, 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And with thy spirit.  
Let us pray. 
 

At the Burial of an Adult 
 GOD, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light: Grant 

that your servant N., being raised with him, may know the strength of 
his presence and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
At the Burial of a Child 

 GOD, whose beloved Son took children into his arms and 
blessed them: Give us grace to entrust N. to your never-failing 

care and love, and bring us all to your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  
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The Psalm 
 

Then shall be read one or both of these Psalms following. 
 
Dixi, Custodian Psalm 39 
 
1   I said, “I will keep watch upon my ways, * 
  so that I do not offend with my tongue. 
  
2   I will put a muzzle on my mouth * 
  while the wicked are in my presence.” 
  
3   So I held my tongue and said nothing; * 
  I refrained from rash words; 
  but my pain became unbearable. 
  
4   My heart was hot within me; 

while I pondered, the fire burst into flame; * 
  I spoke out with my tongue: 
 
5   Lord, let me know my end and the number of my days, * 
  so that I may know how short my life is. 
  
6   You have given me a mere handful of days, 

and my lifetime is as nothing in your sight; * 
  truly, even those who stand erect are but a puff of wind. 
  
7   We walk about like a shadow, 

and in vain we are in turmoil; * 
  we heap up riches and cannot tell who will gather them. 
  
8   And now, what is my hope? * 
  O Lord, my hope is in you. 
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9   Deliver me from all my transgressions * 
  and do not make me the taunt of the fool. 
  
10   I fell silent and did not open my mouth, * 
  for surely it was you that did it. 
  
11   Take your affliction from me; * 
  I am worn down by the blows of your hand. 
  
12   With rebukes for sin you punish us; 

like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us; * 
  truly, everyone is but a puff of wind. 
  
13   Hear my prayer, O Lord, 

and give ear to my cry; * 
  hold not your peace at my tears. 
  
14   For I am but a sojourner with you, * 
  a wayfarer, as all my forebears were. 
  
15   Turn your gaze from me, that I may be glad again, * 
  before I go my way and am no more. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever;  
world without end. Amen. 
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Domine, refugium  Psalm 90 
 
1   Lord, you have been our refuge * 
  from one generation to another. 
  
2   Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 
  from age to age you are God. 
  
3   You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
  “Go back, O child of earth.” 
  
4   For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 
  when it is past * 
  and like a watch in the night. 
  
5   You sweep us away like a dream; * 
  we fade away suddenly like the grass. 
  
6   In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
  in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
  
7   For we consume away in your displeasure; * 
  we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 
  
8   Our iniquities you have set before you, * 
  and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
  
9   When you are angry, all our days are gone; * 
  we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
  
 
10   The span of our life is seventy years, 
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perhaps in strength even eighty; * 
  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, 
  for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 
  
11   Who regards the power of your wrath? * 
  who rightly fears your indignation? 
  
12   So teach us to number our days * 
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
   
13   Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * 
  be gracious to your servants. 
  
14   Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 
  so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
  
15   Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
  and the years in which we suffered adversity. 
  
16   Show your servants your works * 
  and your splendor to their children. 
  
17   May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * 
  prosper the work of our hands; 
  prosper our handiwork. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever;  
world without end. Amen. 

 
A hymn or other song of praise may be sung. 
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The Scripture Reading 
 
Then shall follow the Reading taken out of the fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle of Saint Paul 
to the Corinthians. The Minister at his discretion may omit verses 27-34, or select other suitable 
portions of Scripture (Isaiah 25.6-9; Isaiah 61.1-3; Job 19.21-27a; Romans 8.14-19,34-
35,37-39; 2 Corinthians 4.16–5:9; Revelation 7.9-17; Revelation 21.2-7; John 5.24-27; John 
10.11-16; John 11.21-27; John 14.1-6. At the burial of a child, Lamentations 3.22-26, 31-
33; 1 John 3.1-2, John 6.37-40 together with Psalm 23 is recommended). 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15.20-58 
 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes 
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his 
feet.”  
[But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is 
excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things 
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him 
who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their 
behalf? Why are we in danger every hour? I protest, brothers, by my 
pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 
What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? 
If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 
Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up from 
your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some 
have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.] 
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But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” You foolish person! What you sow does not 
come to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to 
be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 
body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, 
another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are 
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of 
one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is one glory 
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars; for star differs from star in glory. 
So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; 
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a 
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the 
spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. The first 
man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, 
and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just 
as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. 
I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell 
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
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“O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain. 
 
 
Here may be sung a hymn or an anthem; and, at the discretion of the Minister, here may be also 
the APOSTLES CREED and a SERMON.  
 

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth. 

And I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven  

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

I 
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Then, the Prayers following, the Minister first pronouncing, 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And with thy spirit.  
Let us pray. 
 
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer, and one or more of the Prayers following. 
 

UR Father which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

 GOD, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot 
be numbered; make us, we pray, deeply sensible of the shortness 

and uncertainty of human life; and let your Holy Spirit lead us through 
this vale of misery, in holiness and righteousness, all the days of our 
lives: that, when we shall have served you in our generation, we may be 
gathered to our fathers, having the testimony of a good conscience; in 
the communion of your Church; in the confidence of a certain faith; in 
the comfort of a reasonable, religious, and holy hope; in favor with you 
our God, and in perfect love with the world. All this we ask through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

O 

O 



		12 

OST merciful Father, who has been pleased to take to yourself 
the soul of this your servant (or this your child); grant to us who 

are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that having 
served you with constancy on earth, we may be joined hereafter with 
your blessed saints in glory everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

EMEMBER your servants, O Lord, according to the favor which 
you bear to your people, and grant that we, together with those 

who rest in you, shall increase in knowledge and love of you, and go 
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service, in your heavenly 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.  
 
For Those Bereaved 
 

LMIGHTY and most merciful God, the consolation of the 
sorrowful, and the support of the weary, who does not willingly 

grieve or afflict the children of men; look down in tender love and pity, 
we pray, upon your bereaved servants, whose joy is turned into 
mourning; so that, while they mourn, they may not murmur, or faint 
under your chastening hand; but, remembering all your mercies, your 
promises, and your love in Christ, may resign themselves meekly into 
your hands, to be taught and comforted by you, who brings life out of 
death, and who can turn their grief into eternal joy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 LORD, our God, who are the disposer of human events, in 
whom we live and move and have our being; We ask you to grant 

us that sense of your presence, which will enable us to see that your 
wisdom and love are involved in this dispensation of your Providence. 
May we remember that you are all wise and cannot make a mistake; 
that you are also all love and cannot be cruel to any of your children. 
Help us to believe that all things are working together for our good, 

M 
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and that what we know not now, we shall hereafter fully know and 
understand. Sanctify to us this ordering of your Providence. Comfort 
and uphold your servants in this hour of their sorrow. Impart to them 
your sufficient and sustaining grace, distilling in every wounded heart 
the solace of your Holy Spirit; and when your summons shall come to 
us, promise, O Lord, that, having trusted in the atoning work of your 
only-begotten Son, our Savior, we may be received into your presence, 
where there is fullness of joy for evermore; through the same our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer for Grace 
  

LMIGHTY and ever living God, we yield to you most high praise 
and hearty thanks, for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in 

all your saints, who have been the choice vessels of your grace, and the 
lights of the world in their several generations; most humbly 
beseeching you to give us grace so to follow the example of their 
steadfastness in your faith, and obedience to your holy 
commandments, that at the day of the general Resurrection, we, with 
all those who are of the mystical body of your Son, may be set on his 
right hand, and hear that his most joyful voice: “Come, blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.” Grant this, O Father, for the sake of the same your Son 
Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.  
 
Inasmuch as it may sometimes be expedient to say under shelter of the church the whole or a part 
of the service appointed to be said at the grave, the Grace shall here be omitted  
 

HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 
 
As the body is borne from the church, a hymn, anthem, or Canticle may be sung or said. 
 

A 
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At the Graveside 
 

 

AN born of woman has but a short time to live, and is full of 
misery. He springs up, and is cut down like a flower; he flees like 

a shadow, and never continues the same. 
 

In the midst of life we are in death: of whom do we seek strength, but 
you, O Lord, who for our sins are rightly displeased? 
 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and most 
merciful Savior, deliver us not into the pains of eternal death. 
 

You know, O Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not your ears to our 
prayer; but spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty, O holy and 
merciful Savior, most worthy and eternal judge, do not let us, in this 
our final hour, through the pain of death, fall away from you. 
 
 
Then, while the earth shall be cast upon the body by some standing by, the Priest shall say, 
 

ORASMUCH as it has pleased Almighty God of his great mercy to 
take to himself the soul of our dear brother, N. here departed: we 

therefore commit his body to the ground [or the deep, or its resting 
place]; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. In the sure and 
certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal life, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who shall change our perishable body, that it may be like his 
own glorious body, according to the mighty working of his Spirit, 
whereby he is able to subdue all things to himself. Amen. 
 
Then shall be said or sung, 
 

 HEARD a voice from heaven, saying, “Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord!” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “for 

they rest from their labors.” 
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Then the Priest shall say, 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

UR Father which art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
The Priest shall continue. 
 

LMIGHTY God, with whom do live the spirits of them that 
depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faithful, 

after they are delivered from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and 
felicity: we give you most sincere thanks, for that it has pleased you to 
deliver this our brother out of the miseries of this sinful world; asking 
you that it may please you, of your gracious goodness, shortly to 
accomplish the number of your elect, and to hasten your kingdom; that 
we, with all those that are departed in the true faith of your holy Name, 
may have our perfect fulfillment and bliss, both in body and soul, in 
your eternal and everlasting glory;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
  

O 
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 MERCIFUL God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
Resurrection and the Life: raise us, we humbly pray, from the 

death of sin to the life of righteousness; that when we depart this life 
we may rest in him, and at the resurrection receive that blessing which 
your well-beloved Son shall then pronounce: “Come, you blessed of 
my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning 
of the world.” Grant this, O merciful Father, through Jesus Christ, our 
Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 
 
Other prayers or thanksgivings may be said. 
 
 
 

The Blessing - Hebrews 13.20-21 
 

HE God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of 

the everlasting covenant; Make you perfect in every good work to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight; through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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