
Proposed Amendments to the Diocesan Constitution for 2020

Amendment # 1 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Preamble

In the Name of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen. The
Missionary Diocese of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America
(CANA) East (the Diocese) is composed of Anglicans united by a common
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and a commitment to the trustworthiness of
the Holy Scriptures. As Anglicans, we believe and confess Jesus Christ to
be the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and that no one comes to the Father but
by Him.

******************************************************************

Amendment # 2 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Article I
Fundamental Declarations of the Diocese

The Diocese hereby adopts, receives, and affirms the Global Anglican
Future Conference (GAFCON) Statement and the Jerusalem Declaration
issued June 29, 2008; we acknowledge the authority and powers of the
Protocol signed between the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
(CoN) and the Anglican Church in North America (the Province) issued on
July 24, 2010 together with the updated Protocols which the respective
Provinces thereafter shall adopt; and we acknowledge the Fundamental
Declarations of the Anglican Church in North America, the Province, as set
forth in Article I of the Provincial Constitution.  The Thirty-nine Articles of
Religion (published in 1571) in all and every Article therein contained, the
Book of Common Prayer (the version of 1662), and The Form and Manner
of Making, Ordaining, and Consecrating of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons,
annexed to The Book of Common Prayer of 1662 commonly known as the
Ordinal, the texts being read according to their plain and historical sense
and being accepted as faithful expressions of the teaching of Scripture,
provides the standard for Anglican theology and practice and may be
assented unto with a good conscience by all members of the Missionary
Diocese of CANA East.
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******************************************************************
Amendment # 3 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Article II
Order, Governance, and Discipline

The Diocese is a diocese of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America
(CANA), and the Province, and is composed of Congregations, Missions,
and clergy, united by a Bishop. The order, governance, and discipline of the
Diocese shall be vested in the Bishop as the Ecclesiastical Authority, the
Standing Committee, the Synod, and the Ecclesiastical Court of the Diocese
in conformity with this Constitution.

******************************************************************

Amendment # 4 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Article IV
Office of the Bishop

Section 1. Nomination and Election

Upon the need for a Bishop (including without limitation a Bishop
Coadjutor or a Bishop Suffragan), the Standing Committee shall appoint a
Committee on Nominations for Bishop made up of Clergy and Laity.  A
special Synod shall be called for the purpose of nominating electing a
suitable candidate to be the Bishop, the Missionary Bishop of the
Convocation of Anglicans in North America and after such election, the
name of the candidate so elected shall be sent  who will then forward a
single name to the Anglican Church in North America’s Province’s College
of Bishops who, after hearing testimony of faith and call to the office, will
be given opportunity to declare their consent to the nomination election. 
The Missionary Bishop of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America
will then forward the name of the candidate to the Primate of all Nigeria for
submission to the Nigerian House of Bishops for election.

Section 2. Vacancy, Disability or Impermissible Absence of the Bishop
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If the position of Bishop becomes vacant, or if the Standing Committee
should determine upon careful deliberation that the Bishop is under a
disability, or is otherwise not performing his duties as Bishop, the Standing
Committee will advise in writing the Missionary Bishop of the Convocation
of Anglicans in North America Archbishop of the Province who may
provide for episcopal oversight of the Diocese.

******************************************************************************

Amendment # 5 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Article VIII
Concerning Property

Section 1. Of the Diocese

All property, both real and personal, owned by the Diocese now and in the
future is and shall be owned by the Diocese, and shall not be subject to any
trust interest in favor of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America,
the Province, the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), or any other
Province of the Anglican Communion, or any other claim of ownership
arising out of constitutional, or canonical law, or any other source of law.

Section 2. Of Congregations and Missions

All property, both real and personal, owned or held by or on behalf of a
Congregation or Mission of the Diocese is and shall be owned by the
Congregation or Mission, free of any trust interest or other claim in favor of
the Diocese, the Convocation of Anglicans in North America, the Province,
the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion), or any other Province of the
Anglican Communion, or any other claim of ownership arising out of
constitutional, or canonical law, or any other source of law.

******************************************************************************
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Amendment # 6 to the Constitution as proposed
by the 2019 Synod of the Diocese 

Article X
Affiliation and Membership

The Diocese shall be affiliated with the Province and a member of the
Convocation of Anglicans in North America. Congregations of the Diocese
shall be those Congregations that are members of the Diocese as defined by
Canon.  Missions of the Diocese shall be those Congregations that are
affiliated with the Diocese as defined by Canon. The Congregations and
Missions whose representatives participate in the Synod that adopts this
Constitution shall be the founding members of the Diocese.  Memberships
and affiliations between the Diocese and other ecclesiastical organizations
shall be voluntary and based on the mutual willingness of both to establish
and maintain such membership or affiliation.  All memberships and
affiliations shall be formed, maintained, or terminated under such terms as
may be set forth by Canon.

******************************************************************************

Notes on the text for which amendments are here amended:  
The text of the existing constitution is shown in regular font, with proposed deletions shown with
a strikeover, and proposed additions shown underlined.

Note on the procedure for the adoption of amendments to the constitution: 
As set forth in Article XI of the constitution, “If approved, the amendment[s] shall lie over to the
next Annual or Special Meeting of the Synod.  If again approved in the same form by majority
vote by Orders of the Synod, the Constitution shall then stand amended.

The amendments to the constitution above set forth were approved at the 2019 synod.  They are
presented to this 2020 synod for a second adoption vote, and if so passed, the constitution will be
amended accordingly.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

