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January-February 2017
A brief recap of the past year- The Lord helped us to
see 118 people trust Christ, 2 converts were baptized,
and our attendance surged for a number of months, but
lately our attendance numbers have been erratic. We see
some people growing rapidly, and others fading
spiritually. Buddy and Becca have taken active teaching
roles in junior church and KITS club to build the
children for the Lord. Their Christian life at home is
what a parent desires. They are a marvelous help at
home as well as in church, they pursue their education with fervor, and they work diligently to get along with each other.
All in all, this past year has been a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord.
New things this year- The Lord has motivated some of our well grounded Christians to teach discipleship classes to
others in the church. Mrs. Eusalene Bruce teaches two ladies at her home, and Matthan Hall is teaching two young single
adult men at his home. I already teach someone at my home each week in addition to the teaching of our Chinese
converts and seekers (interested prospects) for two hours every Saturday at their restaurant. Pray that both the teachers
and the hearers will grow stronger in the Lord with a greater understanding of their beliefs that they may in turn teach
others.
Also new to this year, I have become a teacher tutoring English as a second language. One of our elderly ladies, Mrs.
Gladys Kirton, has been a teacher for many, many years. She tutors one of my Chinese converts concerning English.
Mrs. Kirton said to me late last year, “Pastor, I am traveling for several months, and so you will take over my
class.” (Really?! Me?) And that was that. God really has a sense of humor! I follow the instructions she left behind,
and I pray that her pupil learns something! Pray that God will use this time to help this pupil so that they can hear and
understand the messages on Sunday as well as becoming able to function with ease in an English speaking society.
Each Friday evening, our church will go to a shopping center and distribute John/Romans or tracts while seeking to
witness to those who will listen. One Friday I was privileged to win two men who were waiting at a bus stop. They
listened carefully to the gospel presentation, and then humbly they bowed their heads and
trusted Christ. A couple of weeks ago, I spoke with 6 teens who were hanging out in
front of Chefette, our local hamburger joint. All listened to some extent, but only one
asked Christ to save him. When witnessing to teens in a group, they seem to be either
uninterested or maybe fearful of trusting Christ in front of others. The words of Rev.
21:8 come to mind, “But the fearful and unbelieving,… shall have their part in the lake of
fire… .” Pray that God will help us to get through to their hearts. Last week I spoke with
a Hindu mother of the claims of Christ. Although she did not get saved, I do believe that
God is creating a desire in her heart to hear more. Pray that the Lord will open many
hearts to salvation and to the joys of following Him in their lives.
After many weeks of teaching a Chinese soulwinning prospect in a group setting, I was
finally able to give her the gospel last week. She now understood her sin debt, the
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“Sometimes the best thing
to do is look up.”
photo by Buddy Smith

horrible punishment of an eternal hell, the amazing sacrifice of the Saviour for her sake, and the necessity that she must
personally choose Christ’s sacrifice for her sin. After I knew that she understood these things, I asked her who she
would choose to pay for her sins. Christ or herself ? “What is your choice?” I asked. She did not trust Christ then, but
one could see that she was convicted of her need for Christ. Please pray for Rita that she would choose Christ!
I have used the Wednesday services of January and February to teach something of Biblical creationism and contrast it
with evolutionary teaching. I desire to give our people answers and reasons for the hope that is in them. (1Pe.
3:15) Sometimes after a lesson, I will ask a teen or young adult what they learned, and the blank look they give me does
not always give me hope! I want to unscrew the top of their head, pour in the truths I am teaching, and then screw the
top back on. Alas, this does not seem to be a viable option at this time so I shall continue to resort to prayer and the
ministry of the word. Please pray that God will give our people knowledge and understanding in the Word of God.
For generations here, a life of fornication has been accepted. People live together often changing from one partner to
another throughout their life. In some cases, they live with their partner for years. Rarely have we seen a couple give up
this lifestyle for marriage in order to please the Lord. Recently, I learned that one of our converts had quietly given up
such a relationship and has been living a life of holiness for the Lord’s sake. I was so excited! Praise the Lord!! What a
marvelous victory for the Lord as He works in the lives of His children here.
It was a great pleasure to have Pastor Aaron McCullough and his family with us for two weeks in January. Our entire
family enjoyed both their fellowship as well the teaching, preaching, and singing that they provided for our church. It is a
pleasure to see a family that is serving the Lord together with joy!
For ten weeks from mid-September through November we will be traveling to the western United States to visit our
supporting churches and hopefully raise some new support as well. We truly need to raise an additional $500/month
support. Pastors, if you would like us to present our work in your church, please call or email us. By the end of April,
we hope to be fully booked for this fall trip.
Because God has not yet raised up a man here who is qualified to pastor, we are praying about someone to oversee the
work in our absence. We are seeking to balance the need of keeping the work stable, being responsible to our supporting
churches, and raising the support that we need to continue on the field. Please pray that 1) we will be able to fill our
schedule with both supporting churches and new churches, 2) God will lead us to the right couple to watch over the
work in our absence, 3) that we will be able to raise the extra support, 4) and that God would provide a van to replace
our car that we might have a greater ability to bring folks to church as well as care for our own needs.
Thank you for investing in the eternal souls of people here in
Barbados!

Robert, Rhoda, Buddy, and Becca
Smith
P.S. The McCullough’s were kind enough to take some pictures of our
family for us. If you would like an updated photo of our family, please
email us with “updated family photo” in the subject line. We will be
happy to send you a digital copy.
L to R- Joye, Aaron, Keren, Pastor McCullough,
Mrs. McCullough, Hutson
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