
This spring our youth group will be going to Asterillo, Nicaragua to help improve school 
facilities, build new homes, and provide medical care.

Nicaragua is the second poorest country in Latin America after Haiti. Poverty is largely a rural 
problem in Nicaragua, although there are pockets of poverty in the capital, Managua, and in other 
urban areas. Close to half (43 per cent) of the people in Nicaragua live in rural areas. Two out  of 
three of them (68 per cent) struggle to survive on little more than US $1 per day.

Poor people in rural areas face many constraints, including physical isolation, fragile ecosystems, 
difficult access to land and other natural resources, low productivity of soils, obstacles to market 
access and lack of public services such as education and health and legal services.

It’s hard for me to imagine living in a home made out of trash and not going to a fully functioning 
school to learn in.  Sometime we get used to our comfortable standard of living and forget the 
majority of people in the world do not have such basic needs met.  I’m sure that this short term 
trip will have a long term affect on me and the people of Asterillo.

I’m sending you this letter as a request for your support in two areas. First, I’m asking you to pray 
for me – that my attitude and service will be pleasing to God and sensitive to a new culture.  

Secondly, I’m asking for your financial support as a sponsor.  I’m responsible for raising 
$1350.00 to cover my portion airfare, construction materials, housing, food and insurance.  I 
know that to be a missionary I must have the support of others. Today, I’m asking you to be part 
of my support team as I go on this endeavor.  Any donation will be greatly appreciated.  Please 
make check out to Forest Lake Church and send it in the envelope provided.  All contributions are 
tax deductible.  

Please continue to pray for me during this trip and upon my return.  Also, I’ll be eager to share 
with you the events from the trip and how my life was affected by the people of Nicaragua.

Thank you for being a part of missionary team.

With much gratitude, 


