
Ready To Regather

Well, Church Family, it has been a while since we have been together in the same room. The Church Staff 
and I have missed you terribly, and we are looking forward to the day when we can be together, in person, 
once again. The Church never closed. We don’t go to Church. We are the Church. And I truly have been 
strengthened, as I have looked into the camera, each week, knowing that you were out there, united in heart 
and purpose. 

There have been some developments in the last couple of weeks regarding the status of Churches meeting 
in Houses of Worship during this time of social-distancing and staying home. The first was the success of a 
group of churches that challenged the NC executive order with regard to Houses of Worship being open for 
in-person attendance. A federal judge sided with the churches and issued a restraining order to the 
executive order; effectively leaving the decision to “regather” up to the individual churches. Then, of course, 
came the president’s words on Friday, May 22, 2020 announcing that churches are essential and that 
Governments could not prohibit free people from practicing their religious observances.

The only reason I mention either of these events is because I know that they have caused most of you to 
begin wondering what your church, Jefferson Christian Church, might do in response. Please know that our 
decisions, with all of their many facets, have not come easily. There is still a significant threat from the 
COVID-19 virus. Numbers are not experiencing the decline that we had hoped they would. Yet, we all have a 
desire, dare I say a need, to be together for worship on Sundays, gathered in the name of Jesus. We want 
to keep you safe and healthy, and we want to be able to enrich your spiritual life at the same time. So we will 
gather back together, but there will be several measures in place in order to help us gather safely.

Our online worship services will continue. We understand that there will be many who are not quite ready to 
regather with the group. That is completely acceptable and we know that you are making the best decision 
that you can make with your family in mind. Your are certainly still part of our Jefferson family, and we know 
that we will be able to join together in person with you in the future.

Now, if you fall into one of the CDC’s categories for High Risk of infection from COVID-19, we also ask that 
you continue worshiping with us from home. This includes: 
People 65 years and older
People who live in a nursing home or long-term care facility
People of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, including:
People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
People who have serious heart conditions
People who are immunocompromised
Many conditions can cause a person to be immunocompromised, including cancer treatment, smoking, bone 
marrow or organ transplantation, immune deficiencies, poorly controlled HIV or AIDS, and prolonged use of 
corticosteroids and other immune weakening medications
People with severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher)
People with diabetes
People with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis
People with liver disease

We don’t have your medical history and cannot make these decisions for you. You will have to do this on 
your own. But let me say this, while you may be “ready to go,” We love you and we are not ready for you to 
go. We don’t want to be the cause of your going. And we don’t want you to take anyone with you, if you go. 
Please take this seriously and make sound decisions regarding your health.

Now, we need to emphasize that everyone who plans to attend, when we regather, needs to assess their 
own physical health. We will not be taking your temperature. If you are not feeling well… If you have a 
fever… If you are coughing… If you are experiencing any trouble breathing… we ask that you not only 
worship from home with us, online; but we hope you will seek medical attention.



Then, we want you to know that we will continue to offer our Kids and our Students online opportunities for 
learning and growing, as well as some hands on materials from time to time. However, when families come 
to Jefferson for worship, you will need to stay together, as a family, during our time together. 

While we recommend that you wear a mask, you will not be required to wear a mask. This, too, is your 
choice. We ask that you bring your own mask, if you intend to wear one. If you do not have a mask, one will 
be available for you to use, at your request.

While in the building we will do our best to practice keeping a safe distance from others who don’t live in the 
same household as us. We will provide hand sanitizing stations in various locations. We will also provide a 
way for you to have a digital bulletin in lieu of a physical, handout bulletin.

We will worship around tables in the Worship Center. We have spaced the tables to allow for adequate 
distancing and will seat larger families together at one table, while smaller families and individuals will be 
able to worship together from a safe distance across their table. This set up will allow for 100 or less 
individuals per worship service. (Not including staff and volunteers on stage.)

When disposable Communion elements become available, they will be placed on your table, by a gloved 
individual, ready for your participation in the Lord’s Supper. (These are currently back-ordered, as you might 
imagine.) Until that time, we will encourage you to continue to take communion at home.

There will be 2 services. One will begin at 9:00 am. The other will begin at 11:00 am. Our plan is to have an 
online sign-up for each service, with a limit of 100 per service. If we find that we have more participants than 
we can fit into two services, we will add an additional service going forward. Please have grace with us while 
we figure this out. We are doing our best to make good decisions under difficult circumstances. 

Our return to in-person worship is planned for Sunday, June 21st. We believe this will give us adequate time 
to refine all of the details and will allow for us to receive all ordered supplies of masks, hand-sanitizers, and 
disinfecting cleaners; as well as, potentially, Communion supplies. 

I, personally, am excited at the thought of being present with others for worship on Sunday. While it will not 
be exactly the same as that to which we have become accustomed; it will be so wonderful to see you, face 
to face, and to be together as we worship the Lord, Jesus Christ on June 21st. Please pray for every aspect 
of this plan. Pray that God will cause everything to come together so that we might worship Him with 
gladness and joy as we reunite with one another in His name.


