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WELCOME TO THE EAGLES VIEW CHURCH 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
 

 
We are so glad that you that you have decided to check out what it means to be a member of 

Eagles View Church!  This class is the basic introduction to our church family.  Since we have 
members from many different church backgrounds, this class was designed to clearly explain who we 
are, where we have been and where we are going. 

 

  “...You are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household with every other 
Christian.”  Eph. 2:19 (LB)  

 

THE GOAL OF THIS CLASS 

... Is that each person who attends will understand what it means to be a Christian and why it is 
important to be connected to a local church family.  As God leads you, our hope is that you find where 
He wants you and your family to connect.    

ITEMS OF DISCUSSION 

   To get to know our staff, our elders and one another, the Gospel of the Kingdom, our 
purpose as a church, and the next steps of connecting with EVC. 
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Our Salvation 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN? 
 
Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing “WHY”.  They exist year after year with no 
idea of why they live or God’s purpose for their lives.  The most basic question a person can ask is:  
“What is the meaning of life?” 
 

Everyone wants to be happy.  People try many ways: 

• …Some look for happiness by acquiring possessions. 

• …Some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure. 

• …Some look for happiness by gaining prestige & power. 
 

But real happiness comes from understanding my 
PURPOSE IN LIFE 

 

 
Why Am I Here? 

 
1. God made me to LOVE me. 

 
God says, “I have loved you with an everlasting love!”  Jeremiah 31:3 

 
 
2. We were created to HAVE a personal relationship with God.  

 
Jesus said, "I have come in order that you might have life- life in all its fullness!"     
       John 10:10 
 

3. When we know and love God and live in harmony with His purpose for our lives, it 
produces tremendous BENEFITS in our lives: 
 

 
Clear Conscience  Life and Peace  Help with Weakness 
Romans 8:1   Romans 8:6     Romans 8:26 
 
Purpose    Confidence    Security 
Romans 8:28   Romans 8:31   Romans 8:39 
 
Power and Strength Fulfillment   Freedom 
Philippians 4:13  Philippians 4:19   John 8:32,36 
 
This is the kind of lifestyle God intends for us to live. Why then aren't most people happy? 
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What's the Problem? 
 

Man has a natural desire to Rebel/Sin and to ignore God's principles for living. 
 

"Look out for #1. Do your own thing." 
"If it feels good, do it - regardless of what God says about it." 
"It's my life and I'll do what I please!" 

 
 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
       Romans 3:23 
 

Sin breaks our close relationship with God and we live separate from Him. 
 

"The trouble is that your sins have cut you off from God. "  Isaiah 59:2 (LB) 
 
 
***When our relationship to God is not right, it causes PROBLEMS in every area of our lives- 
marriage, career, relationships, finances, etc. 
 
WHEN PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS, THEY OFTEN TRY MANY DIFFERENT WAYS OF COPING 
BEFORE TURNING TO GOD.  
 
Even when we know that our deepest need is God, we often try wrong ways of getting to know Him. 
For example: 

• "My mother was a Christian so..." 
• "It doesn't matter what you believe, just be sincere." 
• "I'll give up all my bad habits." 
• "I'll work real hard and earn it." 
• "I'll be religious and go to church." 

 
 
"There are ways that SEEM right to man, but they only end in death."   

Proverbs 16:25 
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What's the Solution? 
 
Jesus Christ said, "I am the way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except 
THROUGH ME!"     John 14:6 
 
God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself. If any other way would 
have worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come.     
 

 
The Way is a Person! The Person of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Good News is that Jesus has already taken care of your sin problem! 

 
 
"God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still separated from God by sin, Christ died 
for us. "      Romans 5:8 
 
“…and He Himself is the propitiation (satisfactory payment) for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for those of the whole world.” 1 John 2:2  
 
"The wages of sin is death, BUT the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. "   
    Romans 6:23 
 
“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. “  
     1 Peter 3:18 

 
God did this for us because He loves us and wants us to know Him. 

 
 
"God is on one side and all people are on the other side, and Christ Jesus is between them to bring 
them together, by giving His life for all mankind."  1 Timothy 2:5 

 
God has already done His part to restore our relationship to Him. He took the initiative.  

He took our sin upon himself and paid the price for our sin.  Now He waits for each of us to 
individually believe in Him for eternal life.   
 
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: 
Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.       2 Corinthians 5:18-21 NIV 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205;&version=31;#fen-NIV-28883a
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How Can I Have Eternal Life? 
 

1. ADMIT that God has not been first place and that I am a sinner in need of a Savior.   
 
"All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, and each of us has turned to his own way. "    
     Isaiah 53:6 
 
2. BELIEVE that Jesus is the Son of God who died to pay for your sins and that He rose again 
on Easter, and is alive today. 
 
16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him.   John 3:16-17 
  
35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 
37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 
38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up 
at the last day. 40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."     John 6:35-40 
 
47I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.   John 6:47 
 
"Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name (Jesus) by which we must be saved.”  
    Acts 4:12 
 
***The key to our salvation is belief in Jesus Christ for eternal life.  We must realize that 
eternal life  is God’s free gift to us.  We can’t earn it.  . 
 
"For it is by grace (getting something you don’t deserve) you are saved, through faith - and this not 
from yourselves, it is a gift of God - not by works, so that on one can boast." (parentheses mine)  
   Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
***Our relationship to God is not restored by anything we do, but by what Jesus already did 
for us! 
 
 
"To all who receive Him, He gives the right to become children of God. All we need to do is to trust 
Him to save us. All those who believe this are reborn! - Not a physical rebirth... but from the will of 
God!”        John 1:12-13 
 
 
TODAY IF YOU BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST FOR ETERNAL LIFE HE PROMISES YOU WILL 
HAVE IT…  IF YOU BELIEVE THIS WHY NOT THANK GOD RIGHT NOW FOR GIVING YOU 
ETERNAL LIFE.   
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SAMPLE PRAYER: (It is not a prayer that saves us, but you might pray something like this.) 
 
"Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I've ignored you and gone my own 
way. I realize I need you in my life.  Thank you for dying on the cross for me and paying for my sins 
so I can be forgiven. I believe in faith that Jesus died for my sins to give me eternal life.  Today, in 
faith, I receive his free gift of salvation.  I accept your gift of salvation. Please help me to grow now as 
a Christian. " 
 
"Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. " Romans 10:13 
 

 
MY SALVATION RECORD 

 
When I was saved:______________________________________________ 
Where I was saved: _____________________________________________ 
Who was with me when I was saved: _______________________________ 

 
If you would like to talk to someone about getting saved or receiving assurance of your salvation then 
please feel free to see the teacher at the conclusion of today's session. Don't put off this decision - it 
is the most important decision in life. 

 
 
 

11And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  
 1 John 5:11-13 
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***BAPTISM*** 
Why should I be baptized? 

 
1. To follow the example set by JESUS 
 
"At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.”     
                 Mark 1:9 
2. Because Christ COMMANDED it. 
 
Jesus said, "Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.”                                                        Matthew 28:19-20 
 
3. It demonstrates that I really am a BELIEVER. 
 
"...Many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized.”            Acts 1:8 
 
 
Baptism is the first step of obedience that every believer should take. 
 
 

What is the Meaning of Baptism? 
 

1. It pictures Christ's DEATH, BURIAL and RESURRECTION. 
 
"Christ died for our sins... He was buried... and He rose again. "       1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
 
"For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with 
Christ. "                  Colossians 2:12 
 
2. It pictures my NEW LIFE in Christ. 
 
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!    
    2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead...so also we may live a new life!”  Rom. 6:4 
 
Baptism doesn't make you a believer - it shows that you already believe. Baptism does not 
"save" you; only your faith in Christ does that. 
 
 
Baptism is like: 

 A WEDDING RING - It's the outward symbol of 
the commitment you made in your heart. Wearing a wedding ring does not make you married, 
but it does indicate that you are.  Baptism does not save you, but it does identify you as being 
saved. 

 
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith... it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no 
one can boast.”       Ephesians 2:8-9 
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What Do We Mean When We Refer to "Scriptural Baptism? 
It is a baptism ... 

• AFTER SALVATION 

• BY IMMERSION 
 
"Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”          Acts 2:41  
 
"Simon himself believed and was baptized... "            Acts 8:13  
 
"But when they believed Phillip as he preached the Good News... and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.            Acts 8:12 

 

Who should be baptized? 

• Every person who has BELIEVED. 

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized...”  Acts 2:41  

“Simon himself believed and was baptized...”  Acts 8:13  

“But  Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, 
both men and women.”  Acts 8:12  

Can Children Be Baptized? 

At EVC, we allow anyone who is born-again to be baptized. However, with children we are very 
careful to council them concerning their salvation and baptism.  We want to be certain that they 
understand the true meaning of salvation and baptism before we baptize them.  Only those persons 
who have made a profession of their faith in Jesus Christ are eligible for baptism.  As a result, it is 
often referred to as “Believer's Baptism.”  

 Some churches practice some sort of “baptism of confirmation” for infants and small children.  This 
ceremony is intended to be a covenant between the parents and God on the behalf of the child.  The 
parents promise to raise their child in the faith until the child is old enough to make his own personal 
confession of Christ.  This custom began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.  This is 
different from the baptism talked about in the Bible which was only for those old enough to 
believe.  The purpose of Biblical Baptism is to publicly profess your new life and faith in Jesus Christ.   

Eagle’s View Church does have a “Parent/Child Dedication Service” in which small children are 
dedicated to the Lord.   In this service, the parents dedicate their child to the Lord and by doing so, 
they dedicate themselves to raising the child according to Biblical principles.  This dedication service 
is very different from Christian baptism and follows a more appropriate Biblical model. 

 
At Eagle's View Church it is a membership requirement that every member must have been 
baptized the way Jesus demonstrated. 
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OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH 
WHAT WE BELIEVE 

 
In essentials - we have UNITY. 
"There is one Body and one Spirit... there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and 
Father of us all...”  Eph. 4:4-6 
 
In non-essential beliefs - we have LIBERTY. 
"Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters... Who are you to 
judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls... So then each of us will give an 
account of himself to God... So whatever you believe keep between yourself and God.” 

Romans 14:1,4,12,22 
 

In all beliefs - we show LOVE. 
"...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very 
secrets of God, and if I have the faith that can move mountains - but have no 
love, I amount to nothing at all.”     1 Cor. 13.2 
 

THE ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE: 
(FOR A DETAILED STATEMENT OF FAITH PLEASE SEE THE BACK OF THIS BOOKLET) 

We believe . . . that the Bible is the verbally inspired Word of God and without mistakes as originally 
written. It is the complete revelation of His will for salvation and the only unfailing rule of faith and 
practice for the Christian life.  
  
We believe . . . in one God, Creator of all things, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, and that these three are co-eternal and of equal dignity and power.  
  
We believe . . . in the deity of Jesus Christ; His miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit; His virgin 
birth ; His sinless life; His substitutionary death on a cross; His bodily resurrection; His ascension to 
the right hand of the Father; and His personal, imminent return.  
  
We believe . . . that man was created by and for God; that by man's disobeying God, every person 
incurred spiritual death, which is separation from God, and physical death as a consequence; and 
that all people are sinners by nature and practice.  
  
We believe . . . the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins and that all who believe in Him are declared 
righteous because of His sacrificial death and are, therefore, in the right relationship with God.  
  
We believe . . . in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit indwelling all believers and thus enabling and 
empowering the life and ministry of the believer.  
  
We believe . . . in the bodily resurrection of everyone who has lived, the everlasting blessedness of 
those in right relationship with God, and the everlasting punishment of those who have rejected God's 
forgiveness in His Son. 
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OUR PURPOSE 
 

Extending God’s Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LoVing God Continually 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connecting with One Another 
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OUR VISION 
 
Moving Forward 
 As Eagles View Church continues moving forward, it is important that we, as a body of 
believers, commit to moving forward personally as well as together as a church. 
 
 At EVC we exist to Extend God’s Kingdom, Love God Continually, and Connect With One 
Another. We encourage you all to commit to living that out by… 
 
Extending God’s Kingdom: 

- Sharing your faith regularly (I commit to share my faith with ___________________ and 
pray for them daily.) 

- Serving your community and world (I commit to serving my community by _____________ 

___________________________________.) 
- Protecting the unity of the church (I commit to living a life of forgiveness by resolving my 

conflict with others.) 
 
Loving God Continually: 

- Praying for the body of Christ (I commit to praying regularly for the leaders and people of 
EVC) 

- Giving sacrificially (I commit to tithing and continuing to sacrifice by additionally giving the 
following to the Moving Forward campaign: _____________________________.) 

- Growing in your personal and corporate worship (I commit to engage in God’s Word on a 
daily basis. I commit to attending the following service regularly ______________.) 

 
Connecting With One Another: 

- Being a part of a Life Group (I commit to having an active role in __________________  
Life Group.) 

- Becoming Equipped to be the Body of Christ (I commit to serving the Body of Christ in 
____________________________ ministry at EVC.) 

- Inviting the unchurched to attend (I commit to inviting _______________________ to 
attend with me and actively pray for them.) 

 
 

 
It is our desire to bring hope to the hurting, give strength to the weak, to encourage the discouraged, 
to give the lonely a family by bringing Northwest Tarrant County God’s love made possible through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
It is our desire to be a place where thousands of people will gather one day to celebrate God; a 
place where people will be loved and not condemned, a place where we will love, learn, laugh, and 
live in harmony with one another.   
 
It is our desire to be a church that is creative in celebrating Jesus in worship through preaching that 
is relevant to today’s issues.  Contemporary music, multi-media productions, and drama will assist in 
presenting the good news of Jesus in innovative ways. 
 
It is our desire to develop spiritual maturity in people, by hosting small groups, Bible classes, 
fellowship groups, children and youth ministries, seminars, and retreats to enrich people to grow to 
their full potential in Jesus Christ 
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It is our desire to equip people for service and ministry, by helping them discover and develop their 
spiritual gifts and talents, to bring honor to Jesus Christ by serving others. 
 
It is our desire to send out thousands of missionaries in short and long term mission projects to 
reach Ft. Worth, the state of Texas, the U.S., and our World for Jesus Christ. 
 
It is our desire to live “sent” by sponsoring new church plants and assisting them in becoming 
successful, fully self-sustaining churches that multiply for Kingdom Expansion. 
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EXPLANATION OF EAGLE’S VIEW SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

OUR STRUCTURE 
"For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace... Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 
way. "                  1 Corinthians 14:33,40 
 

How Our Church is Structured? 
 
The structure of the church should not be determined by culture, business practices, or even 
denominational traditions. 
 
Eagle's View is... 

 GOD ruled. 

 ELDER led. 

 STAFF administered. 

 MEMBER served. 
 
"God gave... some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's people for works of ministry, so the 
body of Christ may be built up...”          Eph. 4:11-12 
 

 The People are the MINISTERS. 
 

 The Pastors and staff are the EQUIPPERS. 
 
Therefore, we will not start any ministry without a minister. There are many ministries that will exist 
within our church body that will be begun and operated by church members. 
 
We vote on land, buildings, annual budget, and our Lead Pastor. 
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WHAT IS EXPECTED OF ME AS A MEMBER? 
 

At EVC we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We only expect 
our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These responsibilities are spelled 
out in the Membership Covenant. 
 
 

OUR MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 
 
 I commit to… 
 

• Extending God’s Kingdom by… 
- Sharing my faith regularly 
- Serving my community and world 
- Protecting the unity of the church 

 
• LoVing God Continually by… 

- Praying for the Body of Christ 
- Giving sacrificially 
- Growing in my personal and corporate worship 

 
• Connecting with One Another by… 

- Being a part of a Life Group 
- Becoming equipped to be the Body of Christ 
- Inviting the unchurched to attend 

 
 
 

 
 
Signed: _________________________________ Date: _________________ 
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Eagle’s View Church 
In-Depth Statement of Faith 

 
The Scriptures 

We believe that the entire Bible is inspired of God and that holy men of God “were moved by the Holy 
Spirit” to write the very words of Scripture.  We believe that this divine inspiration extends equally and 
fully to all parts of the sacred writings – historical, poetical, doctrinal, and prophetical – as appeared in 
the original manuscripts.  We believe that the whole Bible (66 books) in the originals is, therefore, 
without error.  We believe that all the Scriptures center around the Lord Jesus Christ in His person 
and work in His first and second coming. We also believe that all the Scriptures were designed for our 
practical instruction. (Mark 12:26, 36; 13:11; Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39; Acts 1:16; 17:2-3; 18:28; 
26:22; 23; 28:23; Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 2:13; 10:11; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21)  

The Godhead 

We believe that the Godhead eternally exists in three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit – and that these three are one God, having precisely the same nature, attributes, and 
perfections, and worthy of precisely the same homage, confidence, and obedience. (Genesis 1:2, 27; 
Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 12:29; John 1:1,14; Acts 5:3-4; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 
Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation 1:4-6)  

Angels, Fallen and Unfallen 

We believe that God created an innumerable company of sinless, spiritual beings, known as angels; 
that Satan, “Lucifer, son of the morning,” the highest in rank, sinned through pride; that a great 
company of the angels followed him in moral fall, some of whom became demons and are active as 
his agents and associates in carrying out his unholy purposes, while others who fell are "reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." (Ezekiel 28:11-19; 1 Timothy 
3:6; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6)  

We believe that Satan is the originator of sin, and that, under the permission of God, he, through 
subtlety, led our first parents into transgression, thereby accomplishing their moral fall and subjecting 
them and their posterity to his own power; that he is the enemy of God and the people of God, 
opposing and exalting himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped; and that he who in 
the beginning said, "I will be like the most High," in his warfare appears as an angel of light, even 
counterfeiting the works of God by fostering religious movements and systems of doctrine, which 
systems in every case are characterized by a denial of the efficacy of the blood of Christ and of 
salvation by grace through faith in Christ alone. (Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12-14; 2 Corinthians 4:3-
4; 11:13-15; Ephesians 6:10-12; 2 Thessalonians 2:4; 1 Timothy 4:1-3)  

We believe that Satan was judged at the cross, though not then executed, and that he, a usurper, 
now rules as the “god of this world;” that, at the second coming of Christ, Satan will be bound and 
cast into the abyss for a thousand years, and after the thousand years he will be loosed for a little 
season and then “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,” where he “shall be tormented day and 
night forever and ever.” (Colossians 2:15; Revelation 20:1-3,10)  

We believe that an even greater number of angels confirmed their holy estate and are before the 
throne of God, from where they are sent forth as ministering spirits to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation. (Luke 15:10; Hebrews 1:14; Revelation 7:11-12)  
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Mankind, Created and Fallen 

We believe that mankind was originally created in the image and after the likeness of God, and 
thereafter fell through sin, consequently losing spiritual life, becoming dead in trespasses and sins 
and subject to the power of the devil.  We also believe that this spiritual death, or total depravity of 
human nature, has been transmitted to the entire human race, the Man Christ Jesus alone being 
excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the world with a nature which not only 
possesses no spark of divine life, but is essentially and unchangeably evil apart from divine grace. 
(Genesis 1:26; 2:17; 6:5; Psalms 14:1-3; 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; John 3:6; 5:40; 6:53; Romans 3:10-19; 
8:6-7; Ephesians 2:1-3; 1 Timothy 5:6; 1 John 3:8)  

Human Sexuality 

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a 
marriage between a man and a woman. We believe that any form of homosexuality, lesbianism, 
bisexuality, bestiality, incest, fornication, adultery and pornography are sinful perversions of God's gift 
of sex. (Genesis 2:24; 19:5, 13; 26:8-9; Leviticus 18:1-30; Romans 1:26-29; 1 Corinthians 5:1; 6:9; 1 
Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4)  

We believe that the only legitimate marriage is the joining of one man and one woman. (Genesis 
2:24; Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:10; Ephesians 5:22-23)  

We believe that men and women are spiritually equal in position before God but that God has 
ordained distinct and separate spiritual functions for men and women in the home and the church. 
The husband is to be the leader of the home and men are to be the leaders (pastors and elders) of 
Eagle’s View Church. (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:18; 1 Timothy 2:8-15; 3:4-5, 12)  

The First Advent 

We believe that the eternal Son of God came into this world that He might manifest God to men, fulfill 
prophecy, and become the Redeemer of a lost world.  To this end He was born of the virgin, and 
received a human body and a sinless human nature. (Luke 1:30-35; John 1:18; 3:16; Hebrews 4:15)  

We believe that, on the human side, He became and remained a perfect man; however, sinless 
throughout His life; yet He retained His absolute deity, being at the same time very God and very 
man, and that His earth-life sometimes functioned within the sphere of that which was human and 
sometimes within the sphere of that which was divine. 
(Luke 2:40; John 1:1-2; Philippians 2:5-8)  

We believe that in fulfillment of prophecy He came first to Israel as her Messiah-King, and that, being 
rejected by that nation, He, according to the eternal counsels of God, gave His life as a ransom for all. 
(John 1:11; Acts 2:22-24; 1 Timothy 2:6)  

We believe that, in infinite love for the lost, He voluntarily accepted His Father's will and became the 
divinely-provided sacrificial Lamb and thereby took away the sin of the world, bearing the holy 
judgments against sin that the righteousness of God must impose.  His death was therefore 
substitutionary in the most absolute sense   the just for the unjust   and by His death He became the 
Savior of the lost. (John 1:29; Romans 3:25-26; 2 Corinthians 5:14; Hebrews 10:5-14; 1 Peter 3:18)  
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We believe that, according to the Scriptures, He miraculously arose from the dead in the same body, 
though glorified, in which He had lived and died, and that His resurrection body is the pattern of that 
body which ultimately will be given to all believers. (John 20:20; Philippians 3:20-21)  

We believe that when He ascended from the earth, He was accepted by His Father and that His 
acceptance is a final assurance to us that His redeeming work was perfectly accomplished. (Hebrews 
1:3)  

We believe that He became Head over all things to the church, which is His body, and in His current 
ministry He never ceases to intercede and advocate for the saved. (Ephesians 1:22-23; Hebrews 
7:25; 1 John 2:1)  

Salvation Only Through Christ 

We believe that, owing to universal death through sin, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
born again; and that no degree of reformation however great, no attainments in morality however 
high, no culture however impressive, no baptism or other ordinance however administered, can help 
the sinner to take even one step toward heaven.  A new nature imparted from above, a new life 
implanted by the Holy Spirit through the Word, is absolutely essential to salvation, and only those 
thus saved are children of God.  We believe, also, that our redemption has been accomplished solely 
by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was made to be sin and was made a curse for us, dying in 
our place; and that no feeling, no good resolutions, no sincere efforts, no submission to the rules and 
regulations of any church can result in salvation. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; 
John 4:24)  

The Extent of Salvation 

We believe that when an unregenerate person exercises saving faith in Christ, which is illustrated and 
described as such in the New Testament, he passes immediately out of spiritual death into spiritual 
life, and from the old creation into the new, being justified freely by grace, accepted before the Father 
as Christ, His Son, is accepted, loved as Christ is loved, having his place and portion linked to Him 
and one with Him forever.  Though the saved one may have occasion to grow in the realization of his 
blessings and to know a fuller measure of divine power through the yielding of his life more fully to 
God, he is, as soon as he is saved, in possession of every spiritual blessing and absolutely complete 
in Christ. (John 5:24; 17:23; Acts 13:39; Romans 5:1; 1 Corinthians 3:21-23; Ephesians 1:3; 
Colossians 2:10; 1 John 4:17; 5:11-12)  

Sanctification 

We believe that sanctification, which is a setting-apart unto God, is threefold.  It is already complete 
for every saved person because his position toward God is the same as Christ's position.  Since the 
believer is in Christ, he is set apart unto God in the measure in which Christ is set apart unto 
God.  We believe, however, that he still struggles with habit patterns and vestiges from his former sin 
nature, which cannot be eradicated in this life.  Therefore, while the standing of the Christian in Christ 
is perfect, his present state is no more perfect than his experience in daily life.   

There is, therefore, a progressive sanctification wherein the Christian is to "grow in grace," and to "be 
changed" by the unhindered power of the Spirit.  We believe also that the child of God will yet be fully 
sanctified in his state as he is now sanctified in his standing in Christ when he shall see his Lord and 
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shall be "like Him." (John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 7:1; Ephesians 4:24; 5:25-27; 1 Thessalonians 
5:23; Hebrews 10:10, 14, 12:10)  

We believe that he is called with a holy calling, to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and so 
to live in the power of the indwelling Spirit that he will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  But the flesh with 
its fallen, Adamic nature, which in this life is never eradicated, being with us to the end of our earthly 
pilgrimage, needs to be kept by the Spirit constantly in subjection to Christ, or it will surely manifest its 
presence in our lives to the dishonor of our Lord. (Romans 6:11-13; 8:2, 4, 12-13; Galatians 5:16-23; 
Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 2:1-10; 1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 John 1:4-7; 3:5-9)  

Eternal Security 

We believe that, because of the eternal purpose of God toward the objects of His love, because of 
His freedom to exercise grace toward the meritless on the ground of the propitiatory blood of Christ, 
because of the very nature of the divine gift of eternal life, because of the present and unending 
intercession and advocacy of Christ in heaven, because of the immutability of the covenants of God, 
because of the regenerating, abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all who are saved, 
those once saved shall be kept saved forever.  We believe, however, that God is a holy and righteous 
Father and that, since He cannot overlook the willful disobedience of His children, He will, when they 
persistently sin, chasten them and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them 
and keep them forever, apart from all human merit, He, who cannot fail, will in the end present every 
one of them faultless before the presence of His glory and conformed to the image of His Son. (John 
5:24; 10:28; 14:16-17; 17:11; Romans 8:28-39; Ephesians 1:11-14; Hebrews 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2; 
5:13; Jude 24)  

Assurance 

We believe it is the privilege of all who are born again by the Spirit through faith in Christ as revealed 
in the Scriptures, to be assured of salvation from the very day they take Him to be their Savior; and 
that this assurance is not founded upon any fancied discovery of their own worthiness or fitness, but 
wholly upon the testimony of God in His written Word, exciting within His children love, gratitude, and 
obedience. (Luke 10:20; 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-8; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 10:22-23; 1 John 5:13)  

The Holy Spirit 

We believe that the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the blessed Trinity, though omnipresent from all 
eternity, took up His abode in the world in a unique manner on the day of Pentecost according to the 
divine promise.  We believe He dwells in every believer, and by His baptism unites all to Christ in one 
body, and that He, as the Indwelling One, is the source of all power and all acceptable worship and 
service.  We believe that He never departs from the universal church, nor from the feeblest of the 
saints, but is ever present to testify of Christ; seeking to occupy believers with Him and not with 
themselves nor with their experiences.  We believe that His abode in the world in this special sense 
will cease when Christ comes to receive His own at the completion of the church. (John 14:16-17; 
16:7-15; 1 Corinthians 6:19; Ephesians 2:22; 2 Thessalonians 2:7)  

We believe that, in this age, certain well-defined ministries are committed to the Holy Spirit, and that it 
is the duty of every Christian to understand them and to be adjusted to them in his own life and 
experience.  These ministries are the restraining of evil in the world to the measure of the divine will; 
the convicting of the world respecting sin, righteousness, and judgment; the regenerating of all 
believers; the indwelling and anointing of all who are saved, thereby sealing them unto the day of 
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redemption; the baptizing into the one body of Christ all who are saved; and the continued filling for 
power, teaching, and service of those among the saved who are yielded to Him and who are subject 
to His will. (John 3:6; 16:7-11; Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:30; 5:18; 2 
Thessalonians 2:7; 1 John 2:20-27)  

The Church, A Unity of Believers 

We believe that all who are united to the risen and ascended Son of God are members of the church, 
which is the body and bride of Christ, which began at Pentecost and remains completely distinct from 
Israel.  Its members are constituted as such regardless of membership or non-membership in the 
organized churches of earth. We believe that by the same Spirit all believers in this age are baptized 
into, and thus become, one body that is Christ's, whether Jews or Gentiles, and having become 
members one of another, are under solemn duty to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
rising above all racial prejudices or sectarian differences, and loving one another with a pure heart 
fervently. (Matthew 16:16-18; Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 1:20-
23; 4:3-10; Colossians 3:14-15)  

The Ordinances 

We believe that water baptism and the Lord's Supper are the only ordinances of the church and that 
they are a testimony for the church in this age. 
(Matthew 28:19; Luke 22:19-20; Acts 10:47-48; 16:32-33; 18:7-8; 1 Corinthians 11:26)  

The Christian's Service 

We believe that divine, enabling gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are 
saved.  While there is a diversity of gifts, each believer is energized by the same Spirit, and each is 
called to his own divinely appointed service as the Spirit sovereignty determines.  In the apostolic 
church there were certain gifted individuals – apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers – 
who were appointed by God for the perfecting of the saints unto their work of the ministry.  We 
believe also that today some are especially called of God to be evangelists, pastors and teachers, 
and that it is to the fulfilling of His will and to His eternal glory that these shall be sustained and 
encouraged in their service for God. (Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; Ephesians 4:11-13)  

We believe that, wholly apart from salvation benefits which are bestowed equally upon all who 
believe, rewards are promised according to the faithfulness of each believer in his service for his 
Lord, and that these rewards will be bestowed at the judgment seat of Christ after He comes to 
receive His own to Himself. (1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 9:18-27; 2 Corinthians 5:10)  

Giving 

We believe that every Christian, as a steward of that portion of God's wealth entrusted to him, should 
give to support his local church financially. We believe that God has established the principle of giving 
whereby Christians should give regularly and cheerfully to the support of the Church, the relief of 
those in need, and the spread of the gospel. We believe that a Christian relinquishes all rights to 
direct the use of the offering once the gift has been made. (Genesis 14:20; Proverbs 3:9-10; Acts 
4:34-37; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; Galatians 6:6; Ephesians 4:28; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; 1 
John 3:17)  

The Great Commission and Missions 
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We believe that it is the explicit message of our Lord Jesus Christ to those whom He has saved that 
they are sent forth by Him into all the world even as He was sent forth of His Father into the 
world.  We believe that, after they are saved, they are divinely reckoned to be related to this world as 
strangers and pilgrims, ambassadors and witnesses, and that their primary purpose in life should be 
to make Christ known to the whole world. We believe that God has given the church a great 
commission to proclaim the gospel to all nations so that there might be a great multitude from every 
nation, tribe, ethnic group, and language group who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. As 
ambassadors of Christ we must use all available means to go to the foreign nations and preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 17:18; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20)  

The Blessed Hope 

We believe that, according to the Word of God, the next great event in the fulfillment of prophecy will 
be the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ in the air to receive to Himself into heaven both His own who 
are alive and remain until His coming, and also all who have died in Christ.  This event is the blessed 
hope set before us in the Scripture, and for this we should be constantly looking, since it could occur 
at any moment. (John 14:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
Titus 2:11-14)  

The Second Coming of Christ 

We believe that the period of great tribulation on the earth will be climaxed by the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to the earth as He went, in person on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory 
to introduce the millennial age, to bind Satan and place him in the abyss, to lift the curse which now 
rests upon the whole creation, to restore Israel to her own land and to give her the fulfillment of God's 
covenant promises.  At that time the whole world will be exposed to the knowledge of God. 
(Deuteronomy. 30:1-10; Isaiah 11:9; Ezekiel 37:21-28; Matthew 24:15-25, 46; Acts 15:16-17; Romans 
8:19-23; 11:25-27; Revelation 20:1-3)  

The Eternal State 

We believe that at death the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation pass immediately into His presence and remain there in conscious bliss until the 
resurrection of the glorified body when Christ comes for His own.  At that time those souls and bodies 
will be reunited and associated with Him forever in glory.  The spirits and souls of the unbelieving 
remain after death conscious of condemnation and in misery until the final judgment of the great white 
throne at the close of the millennium, when soul and body alike shall be reunited and ultimately cast 
into the lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power. (Luke 16:19-26; 23:42; 2 Corinthians 5:8; 
Philippians 1:23; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Revelation 20:11-15) 
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