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Verse/song: 

Joshua 24:24 - And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the Lord, our God, and obey 

Him." 

 

Allan: Hi there, Jasmine. Why are you looking so sad? 

Jasmine: Because, I got in trouble with my mom again for something I did. 

Pops: Uh-oh. Is it something you've done before? 

Jasmine: Yes. I should've known better because the last time I did it I got in trouble. 

Pops: Do you want to talk about it? 

Jasmine: I guess so, since I know you love me, Pops. See: there's this TV show I really love 

to watch and it comes on right about the time my mom tells me every day to do 

my homework. 

Pops: And you watched when you weren't supposed to? 

Jasmine: Yes. Last night. Again. It happened before and mom grounded me. She said if it 

happened again that I wouldn't get to watch the show for a whole month. 

Pops: So now, you've got a month of not watching it, huh? 

Jasmine: Right. I mean, it's just a TV show. But I'm more sad with myself for letting it get 

me in trouble again. 

 

Pops: You know: this happened in the Bible all the time. 

Jasmine: It did? People got in trouble for watching TV back in the Bible times? 

Pops: (laughs)   No ... I mean, people continually did things that God told them not to 

even when they had done it before and God had disciplined them. 

Jasmine: Like, who did that? 



Pops: The Israelites mainly. They are God's chosen people and all throughout the Old 

Testament they would do things like make false gods or idols instead of following 

the One True God. 

Jasmine: Gosh. I would never do that. 

Pops: Actually, you did already. 

Jasmine: I made an idol out of something!? 

Pops: When you decided to watch a TV show instead of obey your mom, you chose to 

set one thing as higher than something God commands - and that is to obey your 

parents. 

Jasmine: Oh, no. Will God forgive me? 

Pops: Sure he will. Just pray and ask forgiveness. But before you do, let me tell you 

something specific from the book of Joshua. 

Jasmine: OK. 

Pops: In Joshua chapter 24, the Israelites have to be told again that they've made an 

idol and haven't been praying and following God - and Joshua tells them that it's 

time to change things and turn back to God. 

Jasmine: So, do they? 

Pops: They sure do. And then they make a serious promise to Joshua and they really 

mean it. 

Jasmine: What did they say? 

Pops: Joshua 24:24 tells us: "And the people said to Joshua, 'We will serve the Lord, our 

God, and obey Him.' " 

Jasmine: So, after being shown their wrong choice, they promised to do the right thing? 

Pops: They sure did. And you can, too. God loves you and wants you to do right. But 

when you don't, you should ask His forgiveness and then make the same promise 

- to serve and obey Him instead of just doing what you want. 

Jasmine: I'm gonna do the same thing the Israelites did, Pops. 

Pops: Good deal, Jasmine. I'll be praying for you to be strong and obey your mom. 


