
Message Notes – January 14, 2018 
“I Can Change, Part 2” 
(Pastor Jordan Jacobs) 

 

I.  Introduction 
 
 A.  It is a new year! 
  1.  There seems to be some sort of hope or momentum to a new year and we often hear 
   the phrase, “A new year…a new you.”  That sounds great, but if you keep doing the  
   same thing it will be the same you and you will have the same year. 
  2.  People like to make new years resolutions, but only 8% of the people who make  
   those resolutions actually keep them.  Why?  Because they will not change! 
  3.  People want to change, but for true and lasting change to take place, God must be a  
   part of it. 
  4.  Hebrews 11:1 (NLT)  Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of  

   things we cannot see. 

   
 B.  Power Principle Review 
  1.  The Power of “I Can” 
   a.  The first step to change is believing that you can change. 
   b.  Henry Ford said, “If you think you can or you think you can’t, you are right!” 
  2.  The Power of “Humility” 
   a.  To get God involved in your change, you have to admit that you need change and  
    that you need His help.  That takes humility. 
   b.  Grace is given to the humble.  Grace is God’s ability to help you do what you  
    cannot do in your own strength. (James 4:6 (NLT) 
  3.  The Power of “Vision”  
   a.  Vision as a Blueprint (Faith is the builder, but vision is your blueprint.) 
   b.  Vision as a Target  (Your faith is a creative force and your vision is your target.) 
   c.  Vision as a GPS  (God needs to know where you plan to go so He can help.) 
 
 C.  The Power of Your Words 
  1.  Proverbs 18:21 (NKJV)  Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 
   And those who love it will eat its fruit. 
   a.  (MSG)  Words kill, words give life; they’re either poison or fruit—you choose. 
   b.  What you say brings life and blessing into your life or it will bring death.   
   c.  Notice, the Message Paraphrase says, “you choose.”  It is not up to God…it is up to you. 

   d.  Where you are today is the result of what you have been saying.     
   e.  Jesus finished His work for you…it is now up to you and your words. 
  2.  Genesis 1:1-3 (NKJV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The  
   earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And  
   the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let  
   there be light”; and there was light.  
   a.  We are created in God’s image and likeness. (Genesis 1:27) 
   b.  God said what He wanted, not what He saw. 
   c.  If we are made in His image and likeness, we are to operate as He operates.  We  
    are to say what we want rather than what we see. 



   d.  Romans 4:17 (NKJV) (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many   
    nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the 
    dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;    
    i.  This passage was in reference to Abraham. 
    ii.  Abraham was at one time named Abram, but God changed his name because  
     Abraham means “father of many.” 
    iii.  God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, but 
     he and his wife, Sarah, could not have children. 
       iv.  At age 100, Abraham had the son God promised, Isaac.  But for years before  
     people were continually calling him, “the father of many nations” due to  
     his name change.   
    v.  Today, Christians, Jews, and Muslims view Abraham as the father of their  
     faiths….over 4 billion people.   
    vi.  You must say it before you see it. 
  3.  Mark 11:23-24 (NKJV)   For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain,  
   ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but   
   believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  
   Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you  
   receive them, and you will have them. 
    

 D.  The Power of Your Choice 
  1.  Deuteronomy 30:19 (NLT)   “Today I have given you the choice between life and  
   death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness  
   the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your   
   descendants might live! 
   a.  God is committed to our success.  He asks a question and then tells us the correct 
    answer to choose.  But we need to notice that we must choose! 
   b.  You decide how your life will turn out, not God.  He will help, but it is our choice. 
   c.  We cannot continually make wrong decisions and blame God when things do  
    not turn out. 
   d.  God gave Adam and Even “complete authority” in the Garden of Eden. (Genesis  
    1:26, AMP)  They had just as much right to succeed as they did to fail.  They  
    chose death…God did not! 
   e.  Everyone has a different story.  You are a product of your past, but you do not  
    have to be a prisoner to it.  You can change your life for the better, but you must  
    choose to do so! 
   f.  You cannot always control what is going on around you but you can choose what  
    happens inside you.  
  2.  Joseph  
   a.  The Story of Joseph (Genesis 37) 
    i.  Joseph was the son of Jacob and his brothers were jealous of him. 
    ii.  Joseph’s brothers threw him into a well and then sold him into slavery. 
    iii.  Joseph was a slave in Egypt under Potifer and found favor with his master. 
    iv.  Potiphar’s wife falsely accused Joseph of a sex crime and he was imprisoned. 
    v.  Joseph was called before Pharaoh to interpret a dream…and he did! 
    vi.  Joseph was placed as second in charge of all Egypt under Pharaoh. 
    vii.  Joseph’s brother came to Egypt for help and Joseph forgave them. 
   b.  Joseph’s Choices   
    i.  Joseph had a Godly dream his brothers would honor him, but they hated him. 



    ii.  Joseph was highly favored by Potiphar, but he was falsely accused. 
    iii.  Joseph was in prison for a crime he did not commit and labeled by society. 
    iv.  After all of this, Joseph’s brothers, those responsible for this chain of events,  
     came for help, and he gave it to them.  Joseph said, “You intended to harm  
     me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I  
     could save the lives of many people.” (Genesis 50:20, NLT) 
    v.  Joseph’s choices determined if he would stay a prisoner or if he would reign. 
    vi.  Joseph could have quit, but he became a ruler in Egypt…due to his choices! 

 
III.  Conclusion 
 
Visit our website at www.cotrin.org to download your Goals Sheet for 2018 and continue to 
visit our “I Can Change” page on our website for updated message notes. 
 

 

http://www.cotrin.org/

