
Church Events 

Please note that the dates 
listed below are subject to 
change. 

• Feb 7 - Return to                 
in-person worship 

• This includes 
Children’s 
Church for 3 year 
old-3rd grade 

• Feb 17 - 7:00pm Ash 
Wednesday service     
(in-person and online) 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
By Paul Moore 

As we look ahead we are preparing for the Lenten season which begins 
with Ash Wednesday on February 17. You can read more about this pivotal 
Christian season elsewhere in this newsletter. 

We had planned to begin in February looking ahead to some immediate and 
longer term plans for our future ministry. In light of the large number of 
people in our church and community who are dealing with COVID, it 
seems best to postpone our presentation of these plans. 

Please continue to pray for our church family giving special focus this week 

to those who have COVID and those who are providing care for them. I am 

sure Rick Ables is on your prayer list. He has COVID and is in the          

Intensive Care Unit at Mary Black Hospital. You can access our church 

prayer list through our website at www.ifbc.net. The password for the   

prayer list has not changed; however, if you need it, please contact the 

church office.  

Church Event Announcements 
• Children’s Sunday School and Sunday night IFBCKids will NOT meet this month.  
• Children’s Church will be for 3 year olds up to 3rd grade. Children 2 years and younger are welcome with 

an adult. All adults are required to wear a mask. 
• Online Children’s Program will be posted on Facebook and YouTube each Sunday at 8:30am for those 

families not attending in person. 
• Valentines Day Children’s Church will be on Sunday, February 14 during worship. This will be a  special 

event “Donut You Know How Much God Loves You?” Please let the church office know if your child has 
any food allergies. 



NEW TO OUR DEACON MINISTRY 

A SEASON OF GIVING 
Last month, Pat Krinock wrote to us 

in the newsletter about the 

CHEERIOS ministry and how their 

group of volunteers were able to 

bless those that are homebound or 

in nursing homes by giving of their 

time and resources. By participating 

in this ministry, the volunteers 

receive blessings themselves!  

 

This photo depicts the joy that is 

shared by this group of ladies as 

they prepare and deliver Christmas 

bags of “goodies” to our 

CHEERIOS members.  

 

We are so thankful for their 

dedication to those members of our 

church family. 

Pictured from left to right: 

Mikayla (Pat Krinock’s  

Granddaughter), Jane Stevens, 

Janice Taylor, Helen Culbreth, 

Betty Mitchell, Pat Krinock, 

Annie Laura West and Julia 

Sullivan. 

 

Team members not pictured: 

Angie Ayers, Phyllis Howard, 

Kathy Johnson, Betty Pruitt, 

Kathy Settle, Margaret Brown, 

Sue Moncrief, Patsy Ravan, 

Rachel Hill, Joyce Legan, 

Ramona Settle and Marie 

Swofford. 

 

As we make a transition this year in our Deacon’s 

Ministry, we would like to thank the gentlemen that have 

served the church family for the last four years: Larry 

Viner, Bill Cothran, Jim LaMee and Lane Wilson. 

 

Along with our Deacons that are currently serving, we 

would like to welcome our newest members:  

Rick Krinock 

Amanda Culbreth 

Tim Johnson 

Patrick McGinnis 



GERM BUSTIN’! 
As of the penning of this newsletter, we have several members and 

ministry staff that are still battling or recovering from COVID-19. As 

we continue to push through and stay connected as a church family, 

whether it be in person or on-line, the staff are diligent to ensure that 

the building and offices are kept as safe and germ free as possible. 

Leading that endeavor is none other than our Building and Grounds 

Administrator, Joe Aenchbacher! 

 

Since the onslaught of the virus, Joe and Office Manager, Jessica 

Painter have canvased the internet to uncover different and proven 

methods of disinfecting the hard surfaces that another person could 

come into contact with and potentially “pick up” a germ.  

 

While Jessica preformed the research and price comparisons, Joe was 

ready to execute the delivery.  On a weekly and daily basis, Joe suits 

up and disinfects the areas where folks have gathered, whether that be 

in the sanctuary, atrium or classrooms.  

 

We appreciate the job that both Joe and Jessica have and continue to 

do to keep us germ free! 

YOUTH FOOD 
PANTRY 

By: Kelli Kirksey 

The youth food pantry serves families in the Inman area.  Before 

COVID-19 began the youth and leaders would meet two Saturdays 

a month at 9am on the youth hall to stock bags full of proteins, 

vegetables, and toiletries.  People would begin arriving around 

9:15 to pick up food.  They served somewhere between 7-14 

families from the area.  Students and leaders were able to talk to 

and get to know the men, women, and children as they waited for 

their food bags.  Knowing that many of these families needed more 

than they were able to provide and they began praying for God to 

show them ways to meet those needs.  When COVID-19 concerns 

threatened “business as usual” they looked for a new and creative 

way to provide for these families even in the midst of COVID-19.   

For the last 10 months, the youth and youth leaders have hand 

delivered three bags to each family spending the first half of their 

Saturday mornings serving the community of Inman.  One bag full 

of proteins, one of vegetables, and one of toiletries.  Delivering the 

bags allows us to say hello, meet family members, see where 

people live, and actually step outside the church walls and into the 

community.  

In November I posted a video on the youth Facebook page 

announcing how low the food had gotten in the youth food pantry.  

I was hoping we might be able to replenish our vegetable stock and 

our toothbrushes.  I was shocked by the response!  Families (not 

just youth families) brought in bags of food, blankets, and 

toiletries.  A few families even brought in trunk loads of canned 

foods.  One night before a youth event, I was blessed to watch 

grandparents and their grandchildren unload an entire trunk full of 

food.  As I stood there watching and helping organize, I was taken 

back by the beauty of the moment. Then on Christmas eve I 

received a text from one of the youth wanting to know if she and 

her family could come and serve by delivering bags that Saturday, 

the day after Christmas.  Once again, I was taken back.  This is 

what it means to be the church. Not just telling our children what 

faith means, but teaching them what it looks like in real everyday 

life. 

IFBC FAMILY FAITH BOX 

Beginning this month, Kelli Kirksey will be introducing the Family 

Faith Box. This is a monthly/seasonal box with activities, crafts and 

faith formation designed to engage the whole family!  

Our theme for our first month will be LOVE ONE ANOTHER 

(Proverbs 3:3-4 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them 

around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.) 

The boxes will be available at the church office or by delivery. 

Please contact Kelli by phone or text 864.275.0776, email 

Kirksey@ifbc.net or on Facebook. 



An Invitation to the Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17, 2021 

7:00pm 
In-person and online 

The forty-days leading up to Easter is called Lent.  Lent is a season 

of fasting, repentance, and preparation for the cross of Good 

Friday and the miracle of Resurrection on Easter Sunday.  As we 

prepare to respond to God’s work in and through Jesus, we begin 

this season on Ash Wednesday.  

 

Traditionally, Ash Wednesday observes two central aspects of our 

need for God’s intercession in Christ Jesus: our sin and mortality. 

On this day Christians across the world mark themselves with 

crosses of ash as a symbolic reminder. First, the ashes are symbols 

found through the Biblical story of repentance. As we carry the 

ashes with us outside the church, we publicly announce that we are 

sinners, that we are penitent, and that we can only find our 

salvation in the cross of Christ. Secondly, the ashes remind us that 

we are dust. “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return” is often said as ashes are confirmed on the heads of 

churchgoers (see Genesis 3:19).  This reminds us that we have a 

finite time on this earth. Knowing that we are mortal helps to put 

God into proper perspective and to understand that what we do 

moment to moment really counts. 

 

This year we know that Ash Wednesday will take on a different 

meaning because of COVID and other disruptions. This past year 

has been full of so much loss, pain, and suffering. If anything, this 

year has taught us that life is fragile and that nothing we know, 

have, or do is to be taken for granted. 

 

As we prepare our hearts and minds for the good news of Jesus’ 

life, death, and Resurrection, we do so through a special service of 

confession, repentance, and preparation. You are invited to the 

begin this season of Lent with us at the Ash Wednesday service on 

February 17 at 7:00 PM. We will also live stream the service for 

anyone who would like to join us remotely.  

  

By Jeremiah Childers 

For Lent this year, our families with children and youth 

(upon request) will be receiving these boxes with simple 

weekly devotions written by children’s ministers.  

Each week we will build a portion of a resurrection garden. 

The supplies will be included. If you do not have children/

youth in your household but would like to join in on this 

gardening adventure, contact me for a supply list at 

kirksey@ifbc.net, (864) 275-0776, or on Facebook.  

We will begin on February 17th (Ash Wednesday).    

mailto:kirksey@ifbc.net


FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

The New Year marked, for several of us, a 

season in life when you get serious about 

something, perhaps your diet. You give up 

sweets, carbs, starches, meat—whatever 

the newest diet craze demands. Then you 

exercise, go for runs, maybe even lift some 

weights. For a couple of weeks you shed a 

few pounds, lose a couple of inches and 

feel great about what you’re 

accomplishing. But not every season in the 

year or life is like this. There are seasons 

that have abundance, growth, joy and 

celebration and others that are filled with 

grief, emptiness, searching or a sense of 

spiritual hunger. This back-and-forth 

pattern is the rhythm of our lives—one that 

provides key insight into a season called 

Lent. 

 

Lent is a period of forty days that 

Christians observe every year just before 

Easter. The Lenten season this year begins 

on February 17 with Ash Wednesday and 

continues until Easter Sunday.  

Barrett Scott  2/1 

Gibson Huntley  2/1 

Jared Foster  2/3 

Patrick Lyons  2/3 

Christi Stanton  2/3 

Vera Langston  2/4 

Joey Greenway  2/7 

Addison Healey  2/7 

Ben Settle  2/7 

Monika Hill  2/8 

Cara Jamerson  2/8 

Brenda Taylor  2/8 

Frank Allen  2/9 

Matthew Jones  2/9 

Reece Blackwell  2/11 

Chase Lawter  2/11 

Kathy Settle  2/11 

Terry Bagwell  2/12 

Brad Edwards  2/13 

Josiah Hill  2/13 

Kelly Viner  2/13 

Alice Warren  2/13 

Wanda Ballenger  2/15 

Bertha Busbin  2/15 

Grayson Chelsted  2/15 

Angie Ayers  2/16 

David Poole  2/16 

Courtney Pearson 2/17 

Barry Pryor  2/17 

Shirlene Whitaker 2/17 

Nick Bagwell  2/20 

Randy Craig  2/20 

 

Katie Kilpatrick  2/20 

Billy Parris  2/20 

Ansley Hill  2/21 

Andrew Poole  2/21 

Lynn Collins  2/22 

Phyllis Howard  2/23 

Marlene Wilson  2/23 

Shawn Anderson  2/24 

Doris Wilkins  2/24 

Elaine McAbee  2/25 

Rick Ables  2/26 

Tracey Hill  2/26 

Joseph McMillin  2/26 

Bobbie Price  2/26 

Nancy Durham  2/27 

Aiden Cooper Blanton 2/28 

A SEASON OF PREPARATION 

Why do Christians sacrifice for 40 days?. 

Just as early Christians created the season 

of Lent as a time of preparation in order to 

experience the full meaning of Good 

Friday and Easter Sunday, today for us, it 

is meant to be a time of reflection and 

repentance before the celebrations of Holy 

Week.  

 

Just as Jesus fasted for forty days during 

his journey in the wilderness, historically, 

Christians have given up something during 

Lent as a symbolic way to mark their own 

journey and refocus their energy on their 

relationship with God.  Most often, this 

includes fasting from certain foods or 

drinks. Some skip a meal each day or give 

up specific things such as meant, caffeine 

or sweets. Others give up more modern 

luxuries such as social media, watching 

television or abstaining from the news.  

The purpose of a Lenten fast is to abstain 

from these subtle but powerful influences 

in out lives in order  

to become less distracted and better 

equipped to give one’s full attention to the 

spiritual journey.  

 

For certain people this yearly ritual may 

sound strange, especially for those who 

have never observed it. But the point of 

Lent is not to do something “religious” to 

somehow impress God, nor it is about 

drawing attention to yourself or what 

you’re doing. In fact Jesus himself warned 

his followers about fasting or praying in a 

public prideful manner (Luke 18:-14). 

 

Rather, Lent is about recognizing the 

regular seasons of life, fasting before 

feasting and a journey of reflection of those 

seasons and self-examination. A journey 

that provokes repentance and 

transformation.  

 

 

(Historical information taken from 

Christianity.com) 


