
I can remember when my twin 
brother and I were children sitting 
at the old Walmart in Shelby, NC. 
At the time, they had a small short

-order-grill at the front of the store. My mother would 
get us a drink and a hot dog and leave us for what felt 
like forever. As she shopped, we gradually became 
bored. We were not allowed to roam the store, so we 
had to find something to fill our time. Eventually we 
would finish reading the comics we had brought and 
begin to play the easiest game in the world to pass time: 
Heads or Tails.  It is an easy game; you flip a coin and 
make a call, heads or tails. Every football game begins 
with a coin toss. Football is played after the coin toss, 
but my brother and I didn’t have a football so we just 
kept flipping whatever coins we had. Therefore, as chil-
dren, we flipped pennies, dimes, nickels, and quarters 
for much of our childhood as we waited.  

As I have thought about those coin tosses, I have pic-
tured those coins in my mind. I can see one coin with 
two sides.  This month we will be focusing on the 
theme of gratitude. Gratitude for all that God has, is, 
and will do in our lives and the life of the church. How-
ever, the full picture of gratitude cannot be realized un-
less we see the other side of the coin, generosity.  God 

is generous to each of us. We know of this generosity 
most fully in God’s love, grace, and mercy that comes 
through Jesus. It is because of Jesus’ life, death, and 
Resurrection that we have forgiveness, that we are giv-
en new life, and that we know that we are beloved by 
God. It is in our gratitude for God’s generosity that 
something amazing happens.  As we follow Jesus, we 
begin to embody the same giving and renewing Spirit in 
our lives with others.  It is through living lives of thank-
filled-service that we are able to model God’s generosi-
ty.  

Such gratitude and generosity goes against the culture 
of our day. Our society seems more occupied on airing 
complaints about the brokenness of the world rather 
than seeking the goodness of what God is doing to re-
deem the world. People are more concerned with get-
ting more than giving more.  Sometimes if we are not 
careful, we, too, can become trapped in those attitudes 
and complaints. So if you find yourself mirroring such 
behaviors, ask yourself, “How would my attitudes 
change if before I made any comments about what is 
happening in politics, the economy, or in our own work 
and families, I prefaced everything with a simple prayer 
of gratitude to God?”  
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Gratitude and Generosity: Two Sides of the Same 
By Jeremiah Childers 



 As we journey through the month of November, I 
hope that you will take time this month to reflect on 
how much in Christ we have to be thankful. Ask 
yourself: “In what ways can my gratitude for the 
goodness of God help reshape my focus from the 
negative to the positive?” “How can seeing the  
whole of the coin, gratitude and generosity, help me 
move from complaining about the problems of the 
world to serving others to help make the world know 
God’s love through my actions?”  

As you gather with your families to celebrate our 
American tradition of Thanksgiving, I hope that in 
the midst of turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce, and 
dessert, you will take time to share a word of grati-
tude for what God is doing in the life of your family. 
In addition, as families, I hope you will take time to 
show God your gratitude by generously serving oth-

ers in the name of Jesus.  

Take time to flip the coin of God’s love. See the 
God’s generosity. Respond with gratitude!  

With thanksgiving for each of you! 

Jeremiah  

P.S. One way we all can show our gratitude this 
month is by serving together on Serve Saturday. You 
will find out more about Serve Saturday below. 
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By Sarah Godheim 
A Season to Reflect 

November (outside of the sports scene) is known for 
cooler temperatures, colorful trees, and gatherings of 
family and friends. It’s a season when we take time to 
reflect on what we have and the people we cherish, 
expressing gratitude and thankfulness in various 
ways. I remember celebrating many Thanksgivings 
with my family, and gathering around a table full of 
delicious dishes and desserts. But before anyone 
could eat we always went around the table and shared 
what we were most thankful for. While the kids’ re-
sponses were often silly, tangible things, the adults 
had deeper answers that praised God for healing, 
providence, guidance, reconciliation, etc. It was al-
ways such a sweet time of expressing our thanks to 
God for what he had done that year. In reality, what 
we were really doing was praising the Lord. 

 

There’s actually a Hebrew word of praise in scripture 
that is often translated simply as thanksgiving - 
“Towdah”. While it sounds very foreign to our west-
ern ears there’s an understanding of the word that is 
deep and rich: 

 

Towdah: An extension of the hand. Thanksgiving. 
A confession. A sacrifice of praise. 
Thanksgiving for things not yet received. 
A choir of worshippers. 

 

This form of praise to God is not just a thankfulness 
for what he has done, but an expressive and visible 
thanks for who He is and what He will do. While    

David has many towdah moments in the psalms 
(Psalm 56:11-12, Psalm 88:9, Psalm 141:2), one of 
my favorite towdah moments is in 2 Chronicles 20. 
The Moabites and Ammonites had threatened King 
Jehoshaphat and all of Judah with battle and certain 
destruction. Sheer numbers alone promised that they 
could have been easily overcome by their enemy, so 
Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah eagerly sought 
the Lord in their distress. The Lord responded that 
they wouldn’t need to fight the battle and to stand 
firm and watch the salvation of the Lord. So what did 
they do? They believed Him and expressed towdah. 
The choir led the army to the battlefield boldly pro-
claiming “Give thanks to the Lord, for his steadfast 
love endures forever.” It was an expression of thanks 
and praise to God for things not yet received. It was-
n’t until they began singing praise with expectancy 
that the Lord delivered them from their enemies. 

 

Just like the many examples in scripture, God wants 
our towdah - our expression of thanks to Him for 
what He’s done, what He's doing, and the things He 
hasn’t yet done. We are to worship Him with expec-
tancy because our God is faithful and sovereign. As 
we enter this season of gratitude and thanksgiving 
may we bring our praise of thanks and expectancy to 
God. 

Wednesday Night Supper Menu  

for November 

Nov. 2: Baked potato bar and salad. Chicken 
nuggets for the kids. 

 

Nov. 9: Spaghetti, salad and bread. Chicken 
nuggets for the kids. 

 

Nov. 16: Chicken tenders, Tater Tots and    
salad. 





We will vote for our new Deacons on Sunday, November 
6. Below are the nominees for your prayerful               
consideration: 

 

Eber Blackwood  Patsy Hammett 

John Durham   Jim LaMee 

Alaina Fowler   Lane Wilson 

Trey Gramling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÊThe Corner of Hope will be open on Saturday,       
November 5 from 9:00am to 12:00pm if you would 
like to drop off any donations of furniture or house-
hold items.  













Amanda Jamison 11/2 

Ginger McGuire 11/2 

Billy Moore  11/3 

Charlene Settle 11/4 

Eric Kimbrell  11/5 

Charles Turner 11/6 

Eugene Anderson 11/8 

Lucy Hendrix  11/8 

Lynlee Kate Ballard 11/10 

Meredith West  11/10 

Vicki Steadman 11/11 

Dee Jones  11/12 

Bethany Wilson 11/13 

Katlyn Dill  11/14 

Kiara Nesbitt  11/14 

Taylor Pierce  11/14 

Michele White  11/16 

Emilie Setlakwe 11/17 

Larry Settle  11/17 

Richard Wells  11/17 

Austin Campbell 11/19 

Donna Drake  11/20 

David Gowan  11/20 

Parker Bagwell 11/21 

Heather Moore 11/21 

Janice Taylor  11/21 

Eliza DeAngelo 11/22 

McKenzie Gramling 11/22 

Larry Bagwell  11/23 

Davis Fowler  11/24 

Donnie Ballenger 11/26 

Casey Berry  11/27 

Billy Wells  11/27 

Clark Bagwell  11/28 

Evan Campbell 11/28 

Andrew Gibson 11/28 

Jeri Beauchamp 11/30 


