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IFBC 

NOW YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST,  

AND EACH ONE OF YOU IS A PART OF IT. 

1CORINTHIANS 12;27 

By Dr. Paul Moore 

This week a report was released in response to a  call from Southern Baptist Convention messengers in their 2021 
annual meeting for an independent investigation regarding reports of sexual abuse within the SBC.  The investigation 
detailed the mishandling of such reports, and the decades-long cover-up that was carried out by some Southern Bap-
tist leaders. 

Not surprisingly, the report made headlines nationally. The Washington Post summarized it as follows: “Leaders in 
the Southern Baptist Convention on Sunday released a major third-party investigation that found that sex abuse sur-
vivors were often ignored, minimized and “even vilified” by top clergy in the nation’s largest Protestant denomina-
tion. 

“The findings of nearly 300 pages include shocking new details about specific abuse cases and shine a light on how 
denominational leaders for decades actively resisted calls for abuse prevention and reform. Longtime SBC leaders 
kept a private list of abusive pastors and ministers despite claiming for years that such an idea was impractical for 
stopping predators and impossible to adopt because of the SBC’s decentralized structure. Compiled since 2007, the 
roster contained the names of 703 offenders, most with an SBC connection. A few still work at churches in the SBC or 
other denominations. 

“The report states that abuse survivors’ calls and emails were “only to be met, time and time again, with resistance, 
stonewalling, and even outright hostility” by leaders who were concerned more with protecting the institution from 
liability than from protecting Southern Baptists from further abuse… “ 

My reading of the report leaves me thinking the Post’s summary is on target. You can find the complete report 
at https://www.sataskforce.net/updates/guidepost-solutions-report-of-the-independent-investigation. Because of the 
subject matter, it is a difficult document to read.  Knowing firsthand the details of the report may help guide your 
conversations about it. 

What do we need to do? At the very least, pray for the victims and pray that the SBC leadership will respond with 
wisdom, courage and compassion to move forward with repentance and the appropriate actions of the truly penitent. 
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Miss Kendall Morgan 
Kendall will be attending Kenneth Shuler  
majoring in Cosmetology 

Miss Riley Blackwell 
Riley will be attending Charleston  
Southern majoring in Psychology 

Miss McKenzie Mitchell 

McKenzie will be attending Clemson     
University majoring in Biochemistry 

Celebrating 
Our Graduates 



 

A New Women’s Ministry 
By Amanda Culbreth 

Exciting news!! Inman First Baptist is starting a new Women’s Ministry! One Biblical description of a woman is 

one who is “clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the  days to come. She speaks wisdom, and faithful 

instruction is on her tongue. She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idle-

ness.” (Proverbs 31) Because of this, women need support, community, and guidance. They need a place to talk, 

cry and laugh. We are hoping that this new ministry will be that support for not only our church family but the 

community around us as well. Please pray and be expectant for the activities and events coming. We cannot wait to 

meet and share our faith with each other and our community. Our first event will be A Salad Celebration on 

Thursday, June 23 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall (see details below).  



By now, many of you have already had the  opportunity to meet our 

newest staff member, Abby Taylor. 

Abby joined us in April as Administrative Coordinator.  Her role is to 

assist our ministry staff as well as our members. 

She lives in Boiling Springs and graduated from Boiling Springs High 

School in 2018. She is currently at student at Spartanburg Community 

College where she is studying to become a Paralegal. Her goal is to ob-

tain her Real Estate license and work as a Real Estate Paralegal. She is 

expecting to graduate in December 2022. 

Abby is no stranger to the IFCB family as she previously worked in our 

CDC as the afterschool teacher.  

Abby is located in the front office so if you have an opportunity, please 

stop by and say “hello!”. 

Welcome Abby Taylor 

A Blessed Ending 
Last year during Passport Youth Camp at Furman University we met Chris Gladson. He was the Worship        

Coordinator at Passport and his love for Christ and the church was evident in everything he did. During our week 

at camp our youth and I were able to get to know Chris and it was obvious he would be a great fit at IFBC. 

Last fall, Chris joined our Youth Ministry Team. In the last nine months he has led the youth on Wednesday 

nights in meaningful times of worship and Bible study. He also led a small group of high school junior and sen-

iors, assisted leading retreats, encouraged the youth to join the praise band and lead worship on Youth Sunday. 

However, of all these great things, Chris has spent the last nine months investing in the lives of our youth and 

becoming part of the overall church. 

This week is Chris’ last week with us at IFBC. Two weeks ago, he graduated from USC Upstate and will return 

this summer to Passport Camp again to be the Worship Coordinator. We are sad to see him leave and we will 

miss him tremendously! We are so thankful for the impact he has made on our youth and our youth program. If 

you see him on Sunday, May 29, his last Sunday with us, please let him know how thankful we are for his minis-

try at IFBC. Finally, please be in prayer for him as he begins this next phase of life and pursues his music career. 

By Kelli Kirksey 



Personality Tests, Star Trek,  
and the Work of the Church 

By Jeremiah Childers 

Recently, I took a personality test. It was similar to other 

tests I have taken in the past. It described things about me 

that I already knew. Its description confirmed both my 

positive and those undesirable characteristics I find in my-

self. When I read the results to Amber, my wife, she 

agreed with every statement, even to my chagrin.   

So what did it confirm?  I am introverted. I enjoy time 

with people but need time alone to recharge. I am task ori-

ented and enjoy working until the task is done to my 

standards, which means it may take longer but will be a 

good job. I hold others and myself up to a high standard, 

often higher than needed. I am a homebody and enjoy 

time with my family.  

I hope as you read a little bit about my personality, you 

thought, “Jeremiah and I are nothing alike.” If that is true, 

I am glad! 

 It is good that no two people are alike. I have an identical 

twin brother, and as similar as we are, there are parts of us 

that are unique to ourselves. Having different personali-

ties, interests, and traits make a more exciting world. 

 With all the good that comes with each of us being 

unique, often our differences can sometimes create prob-

lems or conflicts. For example, if your spouse is a home-

body and you like to socialize, it might lead to frustration 

every time you struggle with going out or staying home.  

Even with the potential of conflict because of differences, 

the good far outweighs the bad. What is the good of dif-

ferences? The diversity in personalities, gifts, abilities, 

talents, and perspectives can lead people who are different 

to work together to solve what for one person or kind of 

people would be unsolvable. With more diverse people 

comes more strengths, talents, and abilities to solve more 

problems.  

If you know me well, you probably know that I am a huge 

Star Trek fan. If you have been to my office or even my 

home, you will not doubt seen some of my Star Trek 

“collectibles” or as my daughter says, “Daddy’s toys.” As 

a child, watching Star Trek, whether the original series 

with Kirk, Spock, and Dr. McCoy or the later crews of the 

Next Generation onward, I was always impressed that 

each episode had a problem or situation that was never 

solved by the work of one person. It was the crew of the 

Enterprise all working together, each part of the crew dif-

ferent and with unique gifts, that achieved amazing results 

in finding a solution to what was always an impossible or 

“no win” situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like the impossible situations encountered in deep space, 

church work feels like we are often given difficult circum-

stances to navigate. This feels even truer in today’s world, 

filled with so much complexity, problems, and new situa-

tions arising over the horizon each day. In these difficult 

times, I am reminded as a minster of how the church 

needs all kinds of different people to fulfill our calling to 

be the body of Christ. Let us consider words given to two 

ancient churches that struggled navigating how to be the 

body of Christ within so much diversity: 

 
Just as a body, though one has many parts, 

but all its many parts form one body, so it 

is with Christ. For we were all bap-

tized by one Spirit so as to form one body—

whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—

and we were all given the one Spirit to 

drink. Even so, the body is not made up of 

one part but of many. 



(cont’d) 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each 

one of you is a part of it. (1 Corinthians 

12:12-14, 27, NIV) 

I urge you to live a life worthy of the call-

ing you have received. Be completely hum-

ble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 

one another in love.  Make every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the 

bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called;  one Lord, one  

faith, one baptism; one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in 
all. (Ephesians 4:1-6, NIV)  

Over these last few years, we have all seen divi-

siveness take hold of not only our country but also 
the world. New problems have given rise to con-
flict. Instead of diverse people working together 

to solve these issues, we see more and more peo-
ple divided. When division comes, the ultimate 
reality is that these serious issues are not solved. 

As each group stays in their corners, less and less 
communication between them and assets each 
group possesses are not shared, and less solutions 

are found. 

As a church, we must resist this division or we too 
will not be able to solve the problems that we 
face. As we consider the Apostle Paul’s words to 

two churches two thousand years ago, let us also 
consider in this moment how being united in our 
diversity leads us to be a stronger body so that we 

can live out the story of Jesus in their lives, com-
munity, and the world in a deeper and more ful-
filling way. What we know is that the church 

works best when it embraces the differences with-
in the community and allows everyone to be a 
part of the work of Christ rather than separating 

the body. 

As we continue to encounter the division in our 
culture, let us live differently and model to our 
community that working together and embracing 
differences can lead to more solutions than the 

stalemate of dividing apart. May Christ be glori-
fied through our unity as we continue to “Boldly 
go” to God’s future as IFBC!  

 

 



Geneal Barnwell 6/1 

Kristi Farmer  6/1 

Christina Gossett 6/1 

Jerry Lehman  6/2 

Lisa Moore  6/2 

Christopher Sciotto 6/2 

Dale Ridings  6/3 

Tyler Stephens 6/4 

Patricia Forrester 6/5 

Tom Beauchamp 6/6 

Sandy Page  6/6 

Jessie Bishop  6/7 

Janice Brown  6/7 

Linda Gowan  6/7 

David Harris  6/8 

 

Doris Walkowicz 6/8 

Kati Whitaker  6/8 

Bill Boswell  6/10 

J.C. Medley  6/10 

Ann Barnes  6/11 

Dorothy Plumley 6/12 

Doug Wilson  6/12 

Georgia D'Ambrosia 6/14 

Steve Trout  6/14 

Brooke Davis  6/16 

Ritchie McSwain 6/16 

Emily Brown  6/17 

Kelly Garner  6/20 

Paige Herbst  6/20 

Claudia Miller  6/20 

Deborah Settle  6/20 

Jim LaMee  6/22 

Brian Smith  6/22 

Banks Atkins  6/23 

Tonia Harris  6/23 

Madylin Rogers 6/24 

Brooke Lavender 6/25 

Tyler Ballenger 6/26 

Stephanie West 6/26 

Bruno Burnett  6/27 

Lynn Kilpatrick 6/27 

Keith Taylor  6/27 

Randall Collins 6/28 

Mark Blanton  6/30 

Jamie Perry  6/30 

Thom Thornton 6/30 


