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At Christmastime I tend to think back to what the first Christmas must have been like.  

 

It had been 700 years since Isaiah's prophesy had been made, 400 long years of silence from God, and 
many generations that had passed on the story of a savior that was to come. On that night Hope came in the 
flesh. There were no Christmas trees, no lights, no presents, no holiday parties, no caroling. Just a tiny baby 
born in a stable - the hope for all mankind. It was a holy night; a night set apart for the entrance of God’s son, 
Jesus, into the world. His presence meant that the brokenness of the world would be restored.    

  

As news of Jesus’ birth spread throughout the town of Bethlehem on that holy night, I imagine there was a 
thrill of hope, especially for the weary, the brokenhearted, the sick, the outcasts, the poor, and those in bond-
age. Who would not be excited and eager after hearing the long-awaited news? I think the song “O Holy 
Night” is a spot-on depiction of how they must have reacted to the birth of the Savior.   

“Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;”   

This hope that appeared over 2,000 years ago is the same hope that 
we are filled with, remember, and celebrate today. Whatever season 
we may be in, or whatever life has thrown at us, we have a reason to 
rejoice, a reason to worship. Because the newborn King has come 
and gives us a life and future filled with hope. So, as we come to this 
Christmas season may we be reminded of the long-awaited and 
humble birth of our Lord and respond to Jesus like the shepherds 
and wise men did. Let us fall on our knees, bend our hearts, and 
worship Him.   

By: Sarah Godheim 



Advent is a season of waiting and expectation for Christmas. It is not a 
long Christmas celebration but a time of preparation for celebrating the 
birth of Christ. It is a time to prepare our hearts and our homes to experi-
ence Christ in new and renewed ways. 

 

For our liturgical church friends Advent is also the beginning of a new li-
turgical season—it concludes a long period of Ordinary Time and leads us 
into the new church year with hope and patience in preparation for    
Christmas.  

The Advent season runs for four weeks prior to Christmas Day. This year, 
the first Sunday in Advent was November 27. The fourth Sunday is       
December 18. We will join together in worship to conclude Advent on 
Christmas Eve. Christmas Day falls on Sunday this year. We have another 
worship opportunity that day at 10:30am. Notice of other Advent and 
Christmas events can be found throughout this newsletter. 

 

Whether you participate in Advent in any special way at home, please join 
your church family in Advent 2022 as we prepare ourselves for a fresh en-
counter with the Christ whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. 

By Paul Moore 
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