Advent Devotional
PEACE
Second Sunday in Advent—December 5
By Jeremiah

Childers

Finding Peace in a Troubled Word
Peace has always been an elusive quality in the
world. In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah offered poetic vision of God’s peace. He envisioned,
in his day, that peace would one day come like a river overflowing its banks and carrying the nations together into unity (See Isaiah 48:18 and 66:12). Like
everyone else who is troubled by disunity and division, I too, long for God’s peace.
Consider the last few years in our country. We have
witnessed a historic picture of disunity among Americans of different ideologies and politics. We have
also seen that same division among people who identify as followers of Jesus. In the last few year, our
national leaders to our personal friends have argued
over every issue imaginable. This increasing disunity
has filtered down from the big stages of politics and
partisanship to the small stages of our families and
friendships. How are we to mange such discord?
Think about how awkward the holidays will be this
year when families and friends gather and let their
views on divisive issues dictate how they respond to
their kinfolk. If you do not think this applies to your
family, than you are blessed. In the last year, many
people have asked for prayer and guidance in navigating disunity in their families. As Christians, if we
cannot find unity among those we love the most,
how can we find peace in the world, or even closer to
home, the church?

Why is peace so elusive? In what ways do we as
Christians struggle to find true peace in our own
lives and among our own relationships? How can
Advent remind us that we are a people awaiting a
Kingdom-to- come that is governed by peace? As we
wait we are called to live God’s Kingdom’s ethic of
peace in the here and now.
In this second week of Advent, we continue preparing ourselves for God’s anointed Messiah, Jesus. We
do so looking for Christ’s peace to reign over our
hearts and to one day rule over the world. Today in
worship we will light the Candle of Peace.
On the next page you will see a map of the Roman
world in the early days of the church. All of the accounts we read about Jesus in the Gospels take place
at the edge of an expanding empire. As you hear
John the Baptist proclaiming God’s salvation in the
coming Messiah, he does so as a herald to heavenly
kingdom with a different agenda. Luke’s depiction of
John’s proclamation comes as Rome’s own heralds
are traveling the world making announcements about
the “Divine Emperor’s” own ever expanding reign.
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Judea and Jerusalem
“A Speck on the Map in the Roman Empire”

Preparing the Way
Today’s focal passage is Luke
3:1-6. It is a familiar passage.
John the Baptist, Jesus’ forebear
and prophetic voice in the wilderness, called God’s people to embrace a deep and transformative
way of living. John was preparing people for God’s coming
Messiah. As herald of God’s
Kingdom, John was preparing the
way of Lord. As you read Luke
3:1-6, what would it have been like to hear John’s
peaching in person? What expectations would you
have had of the coming Messiah? How would John’s
proclamation have been heard while under occupation by another kingdom?
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and

Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words
of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made
low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God’” (Luke 3:1-6, NRSV).
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Preparing the Way for the Lord
The Roman Empire for two hundred years (circa, 27
BC to 180 AD) offered the Pax Romana, the Peace of
Rome. This period under the Roman Emperors, beginning with Augustus (reigned from 27 BC to 14
AD), was a time of unprecedented economic stability
and prosperity throughout the Roman Empire. As
Rome expanded its borders to new lands, its armies
under the Emperor’s authority brought envoys to
“spread the good news” of Rome.

tion was coming.

Rome like many empires, before and after, got too
large. Infighting along with a stretched empire,
would see a decline over centuries following the Pax
Romana, leading the western part of the Empire, including the city of Rome, to fall in 476 AD. Even
the great Roman Empire couldn’t last forever.

Jesus’ peace was one that came from living out
God’s good and perfect way, the way of love. To
love God with all one’s heart, mind, and strength
and to love your neighbor as yourself; such a life
was built on promoting unity and peace. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God” (Matthew 5:9, NIV). Children model their parents, and to be like one’s Heavenly Father, is to be a
person who makes peace.

During the long season of the Pax
Romana, Roman citizens, especially
those of wealth and means flourished in prosperity. Coins from that
period often had symbols of peace.
But Rome’s peace came at cost.
Conquered people were forced into
slavery which helped to maintain the economic structures. Soldiers fought and died to maintain the borders. Most ordinary people’s lives were still lived in
the ups and downs of those in leadership and the
ability to pay for daily bread was never a guarantee.
Rome offered many things other ancient civilizations
did not, systems of roads and a freedom for citizens
to travel with some sense of security and rights, but
not all were equal. The idea of peace that Rome offered was a sense of peace that came "only if " you
obeyed and lived dutifully under Roman rule.
When John the Baptist was out in the wilderness calling people to come to the river Jordan for Baptism,
he was inviting them to not only repent from their
sins, but to prepare their hearts and lives for the coming Kingdom of God. He was a herald, a spokesperson, a prophetic voice announcing God’s Messiah
was coming! Like a Roman herald who entered new
lands with the proclamation that salvation had come,
John stood announcing to everyone that God’s reign
was at hand, and the one who would bring true salva-

When Jesus left John in the wilderness after he began
his public ministry. For three years he would teach,
heal, feed thousands, offer forgiveness, and eventually be executed and Resurrected. In all of his time,
from John’s announcement onward. Jesus offered a
competing view of peace than that of the Roman
Empire. For Rome, to keep the peace led to a cross.
For God’s Kingdom it meant new life!

As you consider what it means to be God’s beloved
child this Advent season, I hope you will consider
ways in which your are preparing the way of Jesus in
your life. Is your life filled with unity or division?
Are you a person who lives a life of humility? Are
you allowing others to share their differing opinions
and thoughts without having to break your relationship with them because you disagree? Are you a person who brings people together or are you comfortable letting relationships stay fractured?
Living a life that cultivates Christ’s peace to reign in
our lives is not easy. Such spiritual formation calls us
to be challenged, to be formed inwardly to
Christ-likeness during difficult seasons. It is easier
to break relationships, to give as good as you have
received, and to be caught up in the fervor of disunity. It is much harder to offer the olive branch and to
come to a table and be comfortable with diversity. To
allow division to take precedent in our lives over unity, does not lead to preparing the way for Jesus.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus before going to the
cross, prayed for his disciples and for all who would
come after them.
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“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on
behalf of those who will believe in me through
their word, that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that
you have sent me.
The glory that you have given me I have given
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I
in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know
that you have sent me and have loved them even
as you have loved me. Father, I desire that
those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you
have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world (John 17:23-24,
NRSV).

from preparing the way for the Lord’s peace? What
areas of your life do you need to see your own resistance to God’s will? In what ways do you, like
those crowds descending on the wilderness to hear
John the Baptist’s message, need to repent and see
that God’s salvation is for you and the world? How
can you offer Christ’s peace to a world that desperately seek for God’s children to be peacemakers?
In the space provided, reflect on ways in which you
can turn from fracturing relationships with others and
become an agent of peace. Consider areas of discord
in your life that you need give up; such as social media, cable news, or gossip that is a source of divisiveness in your life. How would preparing the way of
the Lord in your life create opportunities for peace to
change how you interact with others? Pray over your
reflections.

As you consider the prayer that Jesus prayed for us,
his church, what areas of your life are hindering you

In what ways am I hindering unity?

What steps can I take to become a
peacemaker?
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A Peace Filled Story
In 1914 the world was at war. In the winter of that
year throughout the trenches across Europe, young
soldiers were feeling the constant bombardment of
artillery shells and a longing for home. On
December 7, 1914, Pope Benedict XV asked the European countries at war to offer a temporary cease
fire so that Christmas could be celebrated in peace.
The leader of the nations embattled in the war refused, however the young soldiers in the trenches
made another choice.
On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day across the
front lines, German and British troops began to lay
down their arms and for a brief moment in a war that
would ravish the world, they gave peace a chance.
During the night and day armies on both sides sang
Christmas carols. Soldiers called out to their enemies
in their own languages, “Merry Christmas.” Stories
circulated of soldiers carrying presents of cigarettes
and plum pudding across the “No Man’s Land.”
There were even photographs from that day of enemy soldiers arising out of the trenches to play a
game of soccer.

tunity to reign. And remember the words of the angels to the shepherds as they were announcing the
Messiah’s birth:
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:9-14
(KJV).

The Christmas Truce of 1914 is a story of peace invading a fractured world. It was a reminder that even
in war there are things that unite more than divide.
Christmas is a reminder that God’s love is bigger
than our differences and that Christ came to bring us
all to God.
May this Advent Season and Christmas offer you
opportunities to put down “arms” with those whom
you are quarreling and give God’s peace an oppor-

“Peace is not merely a distant
goal that we seek, but a means
by which we arrive at that
goal.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

For more information on the Christmas
Truce of 1914 see https://www.history.com/
topics/world-war-i/christmas-truce-of-1914.
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