
Advent Devotional 

 

First Sunday in Advent—November 28 

 

This week’s Advent focal passage is Luke 21:25-36. 

Take time to prayerfully read it as you engage this 

devotional and prepare for worship on Sunday,       

November 28.  

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the 

waves. People will faint from fear and forebod-

ing of what is coming upon the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they 

will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near.” 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig 

tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 

leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 

summer is already near. So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 

and the worries of this life, and that day does 

not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who live on the face of the 

whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that 

you may have the strength to escape all these 

things that will take place, and to stand before 

the Son of Man” (Luke 21:25-36, NRSV).  

Advent is the Christian season leading up to Christmas. In Advent we are given opportunities to pre-

pare ourselves for God’s Messiah, Jesus.  As we prepare to celebrate the Christmas season, we do so 

anticipating a time when Christ Jesus will usher in God’s Kingdom fully on earth as it is in heaven. We 

look with hope to a time when death will be forever defeated. We long for a time when God will wipe 

away all the tears from our eyes. And we pray, “Lord Jesus come quickly,” as we anticipate the eternal 

joy of making our home with God (See Isaiah  25:6-8; Revelation 21:1-7). 

On this first Sunday in Advent, let us consider what it means to actively wait for Christ’s return with 

hope.  This Sunday, November 28, we will light the Advent candle of Hope.   
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By Jeremiah Childers 

HOPE 



Active Waiting vs Passive Waiting  

 

Do you remember the last time you had to wait on 

something important?  Maybe it was a diagnosis 

from a doctor. It could have been the nine months 

for the birth of a child. It may have been the call 

from a potential employer after a job interview. 

Waiting for important things that have a definite 

time of  arrival can be hard. If we know that they 

will come, even if the time is not exact, our atten-

tion stays focused. As we wait, our minds and 

hearts are always thinking on the arrival of those 

dreaded calls, joyful appearances, and exciting op-

portunities.  

Then there are other times we wait when those mo-

ments feel wasted. We wait frustrated on the cable 

company to fix or install a broken line. We pace in 

a waiting room staring at a clock that moves slower 

in that confined space than it does in the “outside 

world.”  We wait with tired feet in the long line at 

the grocery store secretly wishing the person ahead 

of us does not have coupons or has to write a check. 

In these anxious filled moments we passively wait.  

We become bored. Our minds wander, and the task 

at hand is less im-

portant than getting it 

over with and mov-

ing on to something 

else. 

Sometimes however, 

when important 

things take longer 

than we want, we 

move from active to passive waiting. In those mo-

ments we often loose focus and eventually we loose 

hope.  

In the space provided list some recent activities or 

events where you had to wait. In which column did 

your waiting go? Were you actively or passively 

waiting?  As you reflect on these activities and 
events, where was your focus (your thoughts and 

feelings) during these waiting events?   

As you begin to think about these two categories of 
waiting, consider if you are patient or impatient at 

waiting.  How does that translate to your life of 

faith?  

    ACTIVE WAITING EVENTS     PASSIVE WAITING EVENTS  
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Waiting  on God is hard. If you are actively waiting 

for something your focus is constantly on the event, 

the news, or the arrival of what is to come. It can be 

exhausting. In those moments of active waiting our 

expectations build. As we wait with expectation, we 

develop patient endurance for the moments that pass 

without the arrival of our news, our expected or un-

expected outcome. At the center of all we do is 

hope. Hope is a product of faith—a faith that has 

confidence in God’s goodness and will. Meanwhile, 

such faith leads to active waiting that breeds God’s 

goodness in and throughout our lives. This goodness 

is lived out through the way we live as we wait by 

sharing our hope with others. 

Unfortunately, the reverse is also true for those who 

wait on God passively. Passive waiting leads to a 

loss of focus. Boredom is bred when our minds and 

hearts begin looking for distractions rather than 

keeping hope alive. Such shifting attention can lead 

to a sense of despair, hopelessness, and even a loss 

of confidence in God’s goodness.  

How do you wait on God? Are you an active or a 

passive waiter?  Are you a person who views the 

wait with hope or with a growing sense of despair?  

How can Jesus teach us to be formed to become 

more active in our waiting? 

Jesus’ Call to Stay Alert 

Jesus offered his disciples some advice on waiting as 
he told them of the seasons that lay ahead for them 

and by extension, ourselves.  Jesus’ words of alert-

ness in Luke 21:25-36 came as his disciples, still un-

aware of the cross ahead, wondered when God’s 
reign on earth would come.  They, like their fore-

bears, had been waiting for God’s justice, rule, and 

kingdom to in-break into the world.  Jesus gave 

them some practical advice on the waiting, “be on 

guard!”    

Being alert keeps our attention on what is most im-

portant.  Actively waiting on God keeps us from go-
ing down distracted roads that can lead to us losing 

sight of God’s arrival in our lives. Passive waiting 

can lead to a loss of focus on God and becomes di-

rected toward the self.  

Waiting on the Lord  In doing so we live to 

share hope with those in 

need, but to comfort our 

own hopelessness.  

So, how do we actively 

wait for God’s kingdom? 

The answer is simple, we 

learn from Jesus. 

Jesus’ disciples wanted to know “details” about wait-

ing.  They, like us, wanted to know signs of when 

things are coming to completion. Jesus often spoke of 

these concerns.  

In Matthew 25:1-46, Jesus spoke of the desire of 

God’s Kingdom coming. He didn’t speak about it as 

prescribed calendar, but with encouragements to stay 

alert and to actively share God’s love in the meantime. 

Jesus did not teach about his return in charts with 

graphic events and prescribed dates, for Jesus himself 

did not know (See Matthew 24:36). Rather, Jesus 

spoke in parables. To wait on the kingdom is to be 

like bridesmaids keeping their oil lamps ready (and 

others not so ready) waiting for the bridegroom’s arri-

val. Jesus also offered a parable of a king who re-

turned to find that some of his servants had offered 

help to the “least of these” and others did  not. To 

those who offered food to the hungry, water to the 

thirsty, clothing to the naked, and welcome to the 

stranger, they were in fact offering to the king.   

In these depictions of what to do in the “meantime” 

Jesus offers encouragement to remain hopeful and to 

actively engage in Kingdom work as we wait.  This 

Kingdom engagement helps us not only to keep focus, 

but works to bring hope to a world which needs the 

light and the joy of God’s redemptive work.  This 

hope is  not only in end of all things, but in the present 

moments in which we live. 

My prayer for you is that you let this Advent Season 

spur you to actively wait with hope!  If you would like 

to find ways to serve locally and offer hope, contact 

me or any of the ministry staff at IFBC 

(jchilders@ifbc.net). There are many ways to actively 

and hopefully serve.   
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“Hope is being able to see that there is light   
despite all of the darkness.”  

-  Desmond Tutu  
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A Hope Filled Story 

Sometimes a true story comes along and makes an 

impact in our lives. I came across a news story that I 

have thought about many times since originally read-

ing it.  In August 2020, the BBC shared a story about 

a mother, Li Jingzhi, in China whose son, Mao Yin, 

had been kidnapped in 1988.  Her son at the time was 

a young toddler. His father had taken him on a walk 

after picking him up from preschool. The father was 

watching his son while Li was on a work trip. He lost 

sight of him for only a moment as he stopped to get a 

drink of water. In that frighteningly short moment, 

Mao Yin was gone.   

During the 1980’s in China, kidnappings of young 

boys was not uncommon.  The law in China was that 

married couples could only have one child. Many 

families wanted to have sons. For many families un-

willing to take the chance on having a daughter, they 

chose to adopt sons. Many boys during this period 

were adopted through channels that funneled stolen 

children.  Mao Yin was one of those unfortunate chil-

dren.  

For thirty-two years, Li Jingzhi searched for her son. 

Her search never stopped. She plowed through grief, 

divorce, and years of not knowing if she would ever 

find her son.  What captivated me about this story, 

was that as Li Jingzhi searched for her boy, she 

helped scores of other mothers find their missing 

children. Her active waiting to be reunited with her 

child could have caused her to only focus on only her 

loss, her pain, and her grief. Yet this woman gave of 

her time and talents to help others do what she so 

longed to do, be reunited with her child. Hope was 

fulfilled for others while she herself did not know if 

she would ever be reunited with her son. 

For Li Jingzhi and her 

ex-husband, they 

would find their son 

after three decades. 

They learned that 

their son, now named 

Jai Jai, had been sold 

to a couple about a 

year after he was ab-

ducted. He grew up 

not knowing that he was a stolen child. What was 

astonishing was that this stolen son had seen his bio-

logical mother on television years earlier as she was 

still actively looking for her him. “He thought she 

was a warm hearted person and the picture of her son 

looked like him as a child, but did not make the con-

nection at the time.” As Jai has come to know his true 

story he is learning the love of a mother who never 

gave up.  

 As we come to Advent, my prayer is that we be like 

Li Jingzhi, never give up searching, waiting, and of-

fering hope to others as we anticipate Christ’s return.  

May we also understand that our hope is in a God 

who never gives up on us. God searches for us when 

we were still far away. God has sent Jesus into our 

lives to show us the way to God. And it is God who 

offers us life eternal, not just in the life to come, but 

in the here and now, as we live out our hope through 

faith.   

May this Advent season encourage you to have and to 

share hope!  

For the whole story, see https://www.bbc.com/news/

stories-53566460.  

Li Jingzhi and her son, Jai Jai.  


