
“WHO IS SATAN?” 

Job 1:6-12 

*Satan is mentioned seven times in this passage. 

“I believe Satan exists for two reasons:  first, the Bible says so, and second, I’ve done business with him.” 

D. L. Moody 

*Satan is busy at work.   

“. . . for the devil come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short  

  time.”  Revelation 12:12 

“Satan” – means accuser, adversary, opponent 

*There are many names and titles for Satan in the Bible that reveal his character and nature. 

 1.  Lucifer – Isaiah 14:12 

 2.  The Devil – James 4:7, Revelation 20:2 

 3.  The Wicked One – Matthew 13:19 

 4.  The Enemy – Matthew 13:39 

 5.  Murderer – John 8:44 

 6.  Liar – John 8:44 

 7.  Prince of the Power of the Air – Ephesians 2:2 

 8.  Ruler of Darkness – Ephesians 6:12 

 9.  The Tempter – 1 Thessalonians 3:5 

10.   Adversary – 1 Peter 5:8 

11.  The Dragon – Revelation 12:9, Revelation 20:2 

12.  Accuser of the Brethren – Revelation 12:10 

13.  Serpent – Genesis 3:1, Revelation 12:9, Revelation 20:2 

14.  Prince of this World – John 12:31, John 14:30  

15.  God of this World – 2 Corinthians 4:4 

*Note the following: 

 

  I.  The ORIGIN of Satan – Job 1:6 – “Sons of God” 

       *The term, “Sons of God,” refers to angels.   

       “Now there was a day when the sons [the angels] of God came to present themselves before the Lord,  

         so Satan – the adversary and accuser – also came among them.”  Job 1:6 Amplified  

       *Ezekiel 28:1-19 reveals to us the origin of Satan.  This passage has a dual purpose.  Verses 1-10 are  

         primarily a prophecy against the King of Tyrus.  Verses 11-19 lead into a discussion of Satan.  He is the  

         evil power behind the pagan king.  The word, “cherub,” in verse 14 and 16 reveal that this is a  

         supernatural, angelic being that is being referred to and not an earthly one. 

       *Satan does not have a pitch fork, forked tongue, or wear a red suit.  He still possesses many of the  

         characteristics that he had prior to his fall. 

       “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.”  2 Corinthians 11:14 

       A.  Satan is a Created Being – Ezekiel 28:13 

             *Satan was created by God.  He is a real being.  Note the following: 

             1.  His Position – verse 14 – “cherub” – highest order of angelic being. 

                                                             “covereth” – one that guards, he guarded the throne of God. 

             2.  His Place – verse 13-14 – He lived in the paradise of God 

                                                             “Eden” – verse 13 

                                                             “Holy mountain of God” – verse 14 

             3.  His Perfection – verse 14 

                   a)  “Full of Wisdom” – verse 12 

                   b)  “Perfect in Beauty” – verse 12 

                   c)  “Covered with precious stones” – verse 13 

                   d)  “Tabrets and Pipes” – verse 13 – KJV – seems to be a reference to musical qualities   

       B.  Satan is a Corrupted Being – Ezekiel 28:15, 17 

             *Satan fell from his great position as a result of pride.  Pride always leads to a downfall.   

 



             “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.”  Proverbs 16:18 

             *Read Isaiah 14:12-16 

             *When Satan (Lucifer) was cast out of Heaven, he took a third of the angels with him –  

                Revelation 12:3-4, 7-9.  These fallen angels are demonic spirits (Acts 8:7, Ephesians 6:12).   

       C.  Satan is a Condemned Being – Ezekiel 28:18, 19 

             *Note two things about Satan’s condemnation. 

             1.  Satan’s Defeat – Satan was defeated on the cross. 

                  “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part  

                    of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is the devil.”   

Hebrews 2:14 
                  “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.  For this purpose the  

                    Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”  1 John 3:8 

             2.  Satan’s Damnation – Satan will be damned to hell in the future.   

                   *Hell was created for the Devil. 

                   “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,  

                      prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Matthew 25:41 

                   “And the Devil that deceived them was cast into the Lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and  

                     the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”  Revelation 20:10 

 

 II.  The OPERATION of Satan – Job 1:7 – “to and fro in the earth” 

        *Remember the meaning of “Satan” – means accuser, adversary, opponent 

        “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he  

          may devour.”  1 Peter 5:8 

        *The desire of the devil is to devour you spiritually.   

        *Satan has many devices and tactics. 

        “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us:  for we are not ignorant of his devices.”  2 Corinthians 2:11 

        *The Bible describes Satan’s devices as . . .  

        1.  “Tricks” (Wiles) – Ephesians 6:11 

        2.  “Snares” – 2 Timothy 2:26 

        3.  “Enticements” – James 1:14-16 

        4.  “Fiery Darts” – Ephesians 6:16   

        *Some of Satan’s tactics are as follows: 

        A.  Deception 

              *Satan is a liar.   

              “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was a murderer from the  

                 beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he  

                 speaketh of his own:  for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  John 8:44 

              *Satan deceived Eve in the Garden – Genesis 3:1-21 

              *He deceives the lost. 

              “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of  the  

                glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God should shine unto them.”  2 Corinthians 4:4 

        B.  Division  

              “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy . . . .”  John 10:10 

               *He divides . . .  

               1.  Families  

               2.  Churches 

               3.  Nations   

        C.  Discouragement  

              “Accuser of the Brethren” – Revelation 12:10  

              *Joshua the High Priest – Zechariah 3:1-3  

 

 



III.  The ORDER to Satan – Job 1:12 – “on the man himself do not lay a finger”  (NIV) 

        *Satan can only do what the sovereign God allows him to do. 

        “Satan’s activities, however, are limited by the sovereign control of God (1:12; 2:4-5, 7).” 

Dr. Charles Ryrie, The Ryrie Study Bible, 582 

        A.  Satan is a Limited Being – He is not omniscient, omnipresent, or omnipotent like God.    

        B.  Satan is Subservient to God – He has to do whatever God tells him to do.   

              “God’s children can take comfort in the truth that no harm can come to them that God does not  

                permit.”  Dr. David Jeremiah, The Jeremiah Study Bible, 663. 

 

 IV.  The OVERTHROW of Satan  

         *In Christ we are VICTORS and not VICTIMS. 

         “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  1 Corinthians 15:57 

         “We are not fighting FOR victory; we are fighting FROM victory.” 

         *The WAR has already been won; it is the daily BATTLES we have to fight. 

         *The war was won at the cross/resurrection event.  The empty tomb proves Satan’s defeat.   

         “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”  Romans 8:37 

         “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly . . . .”  Romans 16:20 

         A.  Be Watchful 

               “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking  

                 whom he may devour.”  1 Peter 5:8 

              “Neither give place to the devil.”  Ephesians 4:27 

         B.  Be Prayerful 

               “Watch and pray, the ye enter not into temptation.”  Matthew 26:11 

               “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all  

                 perseverance, and supplication for all saints.”  Ephesians 6:18 

         C.  Be Forceful 

               “Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  James 4:7 

               *We are to put on the Armor of God – Ephesians 6:10-18.  Not one piece is designed for running. 

               *Jesus was forceful with the devil in the wilderness – Matthew 4:1-11 

                 1.  Resist him Confidently  

                 2.  Resist him Courageously  

                 3.  Resist him Continually  

               “The Christian life is not a playground; it is a battleground.”  Warren W. Wiersbe  

         D.  Be Faithful  

               “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good solider of Jesus Christ.  No man that warreth entangleth  

                  himself with the affairs of this life:  that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”   

2 Timothy 2:3, 4 
                “Semper Fi” – “Always Faithful”  

                 *Be faithful to . . .  

                 1.  Walk with God – 1 John 2:6 

                 2.  Word of God – Psalm 119:105 

                 3.  Will of God – Psalm 40:8  

“Onward, Christian soldiers! 

Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before. 

Christ, the royal Master, 

Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle, 

See his banners go! 

 

Onward, Christian soldiers! 

Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before.” 

Sabrine Baring-Gould 
 

*Always remember 1 John 4:4 which states, “Ye are of  

  God, little children, and have overcome them:  because  

  greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”   

 
 


