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You’ve probably heard the saying, 
“blessed to be a blessing.”  That’s actu-
ally far more than a neat slogan – it has 
been God’s plan for his people from 
the time he first called Abraham to 
form a new people who would be his 
very own.  “And I will bless you…and 
you will be a blessing” (Genesis 12:2).  
We know that God has always sought 
to reach and restore people through 
blessing, and that he uses regular fol-
lowers of Jesus (like us) to be that 
means of blessing.   

And if we’re honest, we love the idea 
of blessing others and helping them 
know God’s love, but we don’t always 
know how. 

This fall we will explore some simple 
practices we can all do to bless our 
neighbors, family, friends, classmates, 
or coworkers and show them God’s 
love.  These simple practices create the 
acronym BLESS, and we will explore 
them over a 10 week period with a 
church-wide emphasis involving                  
Sunday morning sermons, adult                
Sunday School, special events, and 
small groups.   

The series will kick off on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, and small groups will start 
the week of September 16.  You can 
sign up at our small group fair on Sun-
day, or contact Tim Swauger 
(timswauger@bpumc.com) to get            
connected.   

 

We hope everyone will participate in 
a small group or adult Sunday School 
class!  It’s going to be a really special 
way to grow closer to God, each oth-
er, and our neighbors!   

Joyfully,  

Pastors Kristen & Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.L.E.S.S. 

B ~ Be in Prayer  

L ~  Listen Like Jesus 

E ~  Eat Missionally 

S ~ Serve Like Jesus 

S ~ Share God’s and Our Stories 

The Small Group Fair to engage 
with leaders and sign up for small 
groups is on Sunday, September 9 & 
16 in the BPUMC Gallery. 

GET READY TO BLESS 
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 12 Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:30 PM Youth Group Kick-Off 

    6:30 PM Precept—1 Thess.   

   6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

13 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies’ Bible Study 

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6:55 PM Choir Practice 

15 Saturday 

        7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

16 Sunday  

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

17 Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

19 Tuesday 

     6:00 PM Praise Team Dinner 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

20 Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

    6:00 PM Men’s Corn Roast 

    6:30 PM Precept—1 Thess.   

   6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

21 Thursday 

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6:55 PM Choir Practice 

23 Saturday 

     6:00 PM Men’s Bible Study 

24 Sunday 

25 Monday 

     6:30 PM Finance 

26 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Praise Team Practice 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

27 Wednesday 

   9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—1 Thess.   

   6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

    7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

28 Thursday 

    1:00 PM  Ladies’ Bible Study 

     4-6   PM Food Pantry 

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6:55 PM Choir Practice 

   

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  1 Saturday  

       7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

   2 Sunday Communion 

     Steve Khoury, guest 

   3 Monday Happy Labor Day 

   4 Tuesday 

       7:00 PM Al-Anon   

      7:00 PM Praise Band Practice 

  5 Wednesday 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

  6  Thursday 

     6:00 PM Choir Picnic 

  8 Saturday  

     9:00 AM RFKC Meeting 

  9  Sunday 

    10:00 AM Sunday School Start   

          All AM Small Group Fair 

     10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

       7:00 PM Prayer Gathering 

  10 Monday 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 11 Tuesday 

     6:30 PM Memorial Cmt Mtg 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 

FALL KICK-OFF 
  
FALL KICK-OFF!  We’re getting 
ready!  September here and we 
can’t wait to begin all the won-
derful things that come with it! 
 

A new sermon series & small 
groups begin in September. 
Make plans to be part 
of BLESS on Sunday mornings & 
during the week! BLESS Small 
Group sign up is on Sept. 9 & 
16in the Gallery. 

Sunday School Blast Off for pre-
k through 6th on Sunday, Sept. 
9 at 10am!  

Youth Sunday School be-
gins on Sunday, Sept. 9 at 10am 
in the Youth Room for grades 7-
12. 

 Youth Group Kick Off Rally is 
on Wednesday, Sept. 12 at 
6pm.  Youth in 7-
12th grades AND THEIR PAR-
ENTS are invited for a fun & en-
gaging kick-off to 2018-2019 
Connect! 

Adult Sunday School begins on 
Sunday, Sept. 16 at 10am 

The weekly Prayer Gather-
ing meets on Wed. Sept. 6 
then changes back to Sunday 
evenings at 7pm beginning Sept. 
9. 

 Dinner on Thursday re-starts 
on Thursday, Sept. 13 from 4-
6:30pm. Sign up will begin on 
Sept. 2. 

 Men’s Corn Roast on Thursday, 
Sept. 20 at 6:30pm in the                   
Pavilion. 



 

     SMALL GROUP CONNECT  

      Sunday, Sept. 9 & 16                                                                                                       

     Come & meet the leaders, find our more about Sunday               

      morning Sunday School & other fall small group offerings. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 16 AT 10 AM 

CHRISTIANITY 101 

Facilitator: Jodie Lawson 

   Using the Alpha Course as a resource, this is a great class for anyone wanting a better understanding of the basics of                            

   Christianity. 
  
CULTURE SHOCK by Chip Ingram 

Facilitator: Jan Stowell 
   We live in a reactionary culture where divisive issues arise, people on either side throw stones, and everyone ends up   

    more entrenched in their opinions than in reaching common ground--or even exhibiting common courtesy! Believers   

   must develop convictions based on research, reason, and biblical truth--and be able (and willing) to communicate  

   these convictions with a love and respect that reflects God's own heart. 
  
PRECEPT STUDY OF ISAIAH 

Facilitator: Brenda Minton 

   In Isaiah 40-66 the Lord told Isaiah to speak kind words to Israel. He wanted to comfort His people with His words.   

   After their punishment for sins, there will be great restoration for them. This study will give you a taste of the world's  

   future. 
  
TRUE SPIRITUALITY: BECOMING A ROMANS 12 CHRISTIAN by Chip Ingram 

Facilitators: Thom & Kathy Bemus 

   Christians today live in a world that is activity heavy and relationship light. The result is spiritual emptiness. We                

    struggle to know what God wants from us and for us . . . and we’re unsure what a real relationship with God really  

   looks like. In Romans 12, God gives us a clear picture of what Christians should look like at the root level. If you’re  

   ready to move from “in” to “all in,” then you’re  ready to become a Romans 12 Christian. True  spirituality starts here. 
  
LAUGH YOUR WAY TO A BETTER MARRIAGE by Mark Gungor 
Facilitators: Britta Brown & Heidi Ottaway 

   Through exploring a variety of subjects including the myth of a "soul mate," the different ways men and women think,  

    the conflicting levels of libido, and the necessity to forgive, Gungor proves that the key to marital bliss is not romance    

    or destiny -- it's work and skill. Couples need to work hard at maintaining their relationship and to have the skills to  

    pull it off. Gungor makes it easy for couples to bring their relationship to the next level. 
  
B.L.E.S.S 

Facilitator: Rob Wescott 

   Through the B.L.E.S.S. small groups we anticipate that God will accelerate the transformation of our hearts and move  

   us closer to becoming instruments of his peace and blessing among our friends, acquaintances, & a world in                                        

   desperate need of Him. 

 

B.L.E.S.S. Small Groups are forming now! Visit the Small Group Connect on Sunday,                  

September 9 & 16 to find out more. Other small group offerings continue on the next page. 

FALL ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL & SMALL GROUPS 
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WHY DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS? 

 

Tim Swauger                                          

Director of Missions & Discipleship  

Why Discipleship in Groups is Really Important 

As we launch our Fall Sunday School classes and Small Groups on September 16th I’m reminded of my life with 

friends in high school before my first small group experience. We would joke around and have fun but no one 

dare talk about personal issues...and especially not about God! Though I was raised in a church and didn’t swear 

or drink I didn’t want my school friends making fun of me for being too “religious.” So I kept that part of my life 

hidden from them. 

Then I got to college and was invited to a small group Bible study with a bunch of other freshman guys. It was 

the first time I had ever experienced talking about God with other people my age. It meant so much to us that 

some nights we would stay up for hours talking and praying for each other. I finally discovered what true friend-

ship was during those late night discussions!  

Since then I’ve realized how important it is to regularly involve in a group where I can discuss important issues 

and God’s role in them. Why? (1) Genuine friendship: I’ve made some of my best friends in these groups. (2) 

Accountability: These groups have helped me become the person I know I need to be. (3) Learning: These 

groups have been a place where I can share my perspective on important issues of life and God and hear what 

others have to say. (4) Spirituality: These groups have helped me understand how important spiritual matters 

are in leading a peaceful, purposeful life. In the end, I couldn’t be what God wants me to be without partici-

pating in a group! 

SMALL GROUP CONNECT ~ Sunday, Sept. 9 & 16                                                                                                       

OTHER SMALL GROUP OFFERINGS  

PRECEPT ON PRECEPT – 1 THESSALONIAS: Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30pm  beginning Sept. 12                                                                           

 Are you an example to others? Learn the principles of exemplary Christian living—the very mission of Precept Min-

istries International. Understand the spiritual warfare, sparked by the presence of the Gospel in the world, and the rapture 

of the church—God's ultimate rescue.   

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY: “ENTRUSTED” by Beth Moore on Thursdays at 1pm beginning Sept. 13                                                                                                                           
 Written from his dungeon in Rome, the Apostle Paul’s final letter before his  execution is intensely personal, 

written to “My beloved son, Timothy.” What advice did he have to give to this young man with whom he had worked shoul-

der to shoulder?  And how do Paul’s words from the 1st century relate to us in the  21st century? Beth Moore’s 

study,  Entrusted, will challenge us to unashamedly live out the call of God on our lives.  
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: “WHEN GOD DOESN’T FIX IT” by Laura Story.  1st & 3rd Saturdays at 7:30am beginning Sept. 15                                                                                                                   
 Laura helps us understand we aren’t the only ones whose lives have taken unexpected turns. She examines the 

brokenness of some of the heroes of our faith, and shows how despite their flaws and flawed stories, God was able to use 

them in extraordinary ways. And it was not because of their faith, but because of the faithfulness of their God. God may not 

fix everything. In fact, although your situation might not ever change or get better, with Jesus you can.  
 

HEALING JOURNEY FOR MEN begins on Wednesday, September 13 at 6:30pm 

 This 29-week, comprehensive Bible study is loaded with proven and effective tools to help you move toward a 

place of wholeness and freedom, regardless of whether your issues are mild and typical, or devastating.  



THE OTHER 3:16 
Brandon Hatch                                                                         

Director of Contemporary Worship & Technical Arts 

“Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admon-

ish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.” Colossians 3:16 

When you hear someone mention 3:16, you usually go to the great verse in 

the book of John, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  That 

is an amazing life-changing verse. If you could tell the world just one verse, that one would be a 

great choice. It is no wonder why it receives so much recognition on billboards, bumper stickers, 

hats, and athletes’ shoes. 

A lesser-known “3:16” comes from the book of Colossians.  If you haven’t read Colossians 3:1-17, 

I’d encourage you to pause reading this article and read that now.  Paul is giving instructions to the 

Colossian church and he tells them to “set their minds on things above,” “put to death” the sins of 

their former life, “forgive as the Lord forgave you” and “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts” 

among many other incredible instructions.  Then, at the end of his urging he says, in verse 16, he 

says that the church should remind themselves of the message of Christ through singing with one 

another to God. 

There are all sorts of ways to worship, and he goes on to say that whatever we do we should do it 

for the glory of God, but it’s fascinating that he specifically calls the church to sing with each other 

to God.  Private worship is hugely important, but there is something special about singing as a 

church that we cannot experience on our own. Isn’t it amazing that we get to do this each week?   

 

CHOIR  START—BACK PICNIC!  
 

FOR RETURNING, NEW, &  RETIRED CHOIR MEMBERS 

Thursday, September 7 at 6PM at the home of Nancy Thoman at 4765 Chautau-
qua Ave., Maple Springs. 
 

Bring a dish to share to help round out the meal & enjoy and enjoy an evening 
back together! 

Chicken & Italian sausage will be provided as well as pie & beverages. 
 

Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, Sept. 9 at 10AM 

& Thursdays at 6:55pm beginning September 13 
 

            NEW VOICES  ALWAYS WELCOME! 
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T H E  B R E E Z E  

The annual Choir Start Back Picnic is set for Thursday, Sept. 6 at 6pm at the home of Nancy Thoman 

at __________ Maple Springs.  

Come,  bring a dish if you would like to help round out the meal, and enjoy an evening of just being 

back together!    A hot main entree, tossed salad, and an assortment of pies will be provided as well 

as beverages.  We welcome those who have retired from the choir, those  who help us out on occa-

sion, and those interested in singing.  Please help by inviting your spouse, retired members, and 

those who might be interested.   

All are welcome! 

"You are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it." 1 Corinthians 12:27 

Wow, summer has passed by so quickly and here we are in September, the month of 

new beginnings. For some it's the start of a new school year, sporting event, small 

group, Sunday school or enjoying our Thursday night dinners here at church. This year 

we're excited to begin a new opportunity for volunteers to let their lights shine 

through the Congregation Care ministry. Our hope is that we'll celebrate the gifts that our volunteers 

are blessed with and creatively come together to effectively care for our congregation.  

Our team will meet regularly and focus on ways to serve one another with genuine love and compas-

sion. There will be opportunities for volunteers to share ideas and many opportunities to serve. Our 

first meeting was on August 29th at 5:30 pm with the next meeting on Thursday, October 4th at 5:30 

pm. All are welcome to come! Please keep this team in your prayers and let's see how God will use 

this ministry to bless his church. For more information please contact brittabrown@bpumc.com. To 

God be the glory!!  

CHOIR START-UP PICNIC  
DINNER ON THURSDAY RESUMES! 

BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer delicious home                                                               

cooked  meals every Thursday from mid-September through June.                                                                        

Below is the menu for the month.  Orders should be received at the                                                                 

Welcome Center or in the church office by 4:00 pm on the Monday                                                                          

prior to the Thursday dinner.  The meals may be picked up between                                                                       

4:00 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center or you may stay and enjoy                                                                             

the meal with friends, or better yet take an extra meal to someone who is alone and would love the 

food, company & fellowship.   

REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult     $7.00 

  Child (under 10)   $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

SEPTEMBER MENU 

September 13   September 20   September 27 

Chicken & Biscuits  Swiss Steak w/ Gravy  Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce 
Mashed Potatoes  Mashed Potatoes  Super Salad Bar   
Super Salad Bar                Super Salad Bar   Dessert  
Dessert    Dessert   

GENUINE LOVE & 

COMPASSION 

Britta Brown                                             

Coordinator of Congregational Care 



  

Heidi Hatch                                          

Director of Children’s Ministry  YOU CAN DO YOUR PART 

  Here at Bemus Point UMC, we believe that church should be a safe place for everyone.     
  Many years ago our church developed a policy to live out our unwavering commitment to the                     
  physical, emotional, and spiritual safety of all our children, youth, and vulnerable adults, as well as the 
  volunteers who work with them.  In recent years, this policy has been updated and renamed “Safe 
  Sanctuaries.”  

What’s in our Safe Sanctuaries Policy? 

You can read a copy of our Safe Sanctuaries Policy here (https://bpumc.com/connect/childrens-ministry) or pick up a paper copy 
from the Welcome Desk in our Gallery. 

Our policy has three basic purposes: 

To ensure that the volunteers who work with children, youth, and vulnerable adults are screened (including a basic                        
background check) and trained properly 

To establish safety policies for church activities 

To establish a clear procedure for responding to and reporting allegations or incidents of abuse 

Why do we need this policy in our church? 

Safe Sanctuaries is all about making our congregation a safe place where anyone may experience God’s love and fellowship within 
a community of faith that respects healthy boundaries. 

How did we develop our church’s specific policy? 

Our Upper NY Annual Conference UMC’s Safe Sanctuaries Committee developed a policy for all the churches in our Conference, 
which BPUMC’s Safe Sanctuaries Committee has adapted and expanded to fit our church.  The policy and any updates are                         
approved by BPUMC’s Administrative Board on a yearly basis. 

What can I do? 

If you would like more information about our policy and how you can get involved, please contact Heidi Hatch at                             
heidihatch@bpumc.com. We’d love to hear from you! 

We are so excited for the fall and all that lies ahead this year for Children’s Ministry! On Sunday, Septem-

ber 9th at 10:00 am we have our Sunday School Blastoff for kids of all ages. We are so excited to use a new                        

curriculum this year called the Gospel Project with Toddlers - 6th grade. Throughout the course of the year, we will 

walk through the Bible as one big story, starting right in the beginning in Genesis. We are so excited for all of our 

kids to be studying the same part of scripture each week, and we are thrilled to have so many awesome volunteers 

who are excited to work with our wonderful kids! 

Here’s how you can help: 

 Pray for us! Pray for our volunteers, our kids, and our families, that this year would be a year of immense 

growth, and that Christ’s name would be proclaimed in all that we say and do. 

 Invite the families in your life to join us! After such an incredible event at Midway, we are so excited to invite 

the families who joined us for this event to Sunday School this year. But we need your help too! We are well 

equipped to have more and more children come through our doors, and we ask you to reach out to those 

around you. We are excited to see how God will continue to use our congregation to love the community 

around us, and we are praying that many families decide to join us this fall for Sunday School. 

 Consider joining us! We are still looking for a few more Sunday School teachers and Nursery volunteers for this 

school year. We have roles that are both hands-on and behind the scenes. If you are at all interested in work-

ing with kids of any age, please contact Heidi Hatch at heidihatch@bpumc.com or call the church for more  

information.  

mailto:heidihatch@bpumc.com
mailto:heidihatch@bpumc.com
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STAFF RETREAT 


