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Anyone who has spent very long in a 
church, or reading the Bible, or hang-
ing around with Christians knows that 
“love your neighbor” is one of the fun-
damental truths Jesus taught.  We’d 
probably all agree that loving our 
neighbors is a really important.  But it’s 
not always easy.  When Jesus discussed 
this with the people his day, one of the 
questions that came up was, “well, 
who is my neighbor?” (See Luke 10 for 
more of the story.)   Who is my neigh-
bor?  That’s one of the things that gets 
in the way of loving our neighbors – 
simply knowing them.  It’s hard to love 
your neighbor if you don’t know your 
neighbor.   

This can be just as true for the people 
sitting in the next pew in worship as for 
the people living across the street.  
There is a great need for us to know 
each other, if we are to love each oth-
er.  You probably see some neighbors 
you know and a lot of neighbors you 
don’t know when you are here at 
BPUMC on Sunday mornings.  In the 
same way, as you drive to our church 
building, you probably pass the homes 
of some neighbors you know and a lot 
of neighbors you don’t know.   

True, we can’t know everyone.  But we 
can do our best to know each other 
better, and to know our closest neigh-
bors.   

That’s the idea behind the Block Party 
happening on Sunday, September 17.  
We want to make it easy for you to get 
to know your neighbors, both inside 

and outside the church.  We want to 
let our neighbors know we love 
them.  We want this to be an oppor-
tunity for sweet fellowship within the 
church body and an opportunity to 
bless and connect with our communi-
ty.  Bishop Mark Webb will be with us 
for a special worship service at 10 
AM (one service only that day), fol-
lowed by food, live music, a pie bak-
ing contest, and games (all for free!) 
from 11:30-1:30.  It will be an open 
door to know and love our neighbors. 

But here’s the thing:  church staff and 
volunteers are working hard to cre-
ate that open door, but it’s up to you 
to walk through it.  We are creating a 
time and space that make it easy to 
invite some new people, and to get 
to know some new people.  Now it’s 
your turn to run with it!  Please ask 
God to prepare your neighbors’ 
hearts for your invitation – then bring 
them one.  Offer to pick up a friend 
who doesn’t have a church home and 
bring them along that day.  Reach out 
introduce yourself to some people 
you don’t know when you are here at 
BPUMC.  Invite someone who looks 
like they might be alone to sit with 
you or try some pie with you.   

It’s hard to love your neighbor if you 
don’t know your neighbor.  But get to 
know someone, and you might be 
amazed what God will do with that 
new friendship!  That’s the love of 
God at work! 

Gratefully,                                                             

Pastors Kristen & Bill 

WE    OUR NEIGHBORS 
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14 Thursday 

    4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

    6:45 PM Healing Journey (W)  

    6:00 PM Flip Side Hang Out 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

15 Friday 

16 Saturday 

        7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

        6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

17 Sunday  

     10:00 AM Bishop Mark J. Webb 

     11:30 AM Block Party 

18 Monday 

     4:30  PM Grief Share 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

19 Tuesday 

     6:00 PM Praise Team Dinner 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

20 Wednesday 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

     6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

21 Thursday 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang Out 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

23 Saturday 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

24 Sunday 

25 Monday 

     4:30 PM Grief Share 

     6:30 PM Finance 

26 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

27 Wednesday 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

    6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

    7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   1  Friday 

   2  Saturday 

        6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

   3 Sunday Communion 

   4 Monday Happy Labor Day 

   5 Tuesday 

       7:00 PM Al-Anon   

      7:00 PM Praise Band Practice 

  6 Wednesday 

  7  Thursday 

     6:00 PM Choir Picnic 

     6:00 PM Men’s Corn Roast 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang Out 

  9 Saturday  

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

  10  Sunday 

     All AM Small Group Fair 

     10:00 AM Choir Rehearsal 

  11 Monday 

     4:30 PM Grief Share 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 12 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

13 Wednesday 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

    6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

 

 

 

28 Thursday 

     4-7   PM Food Pantry 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang Out 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

     7:00 PM Flip Side Bible Study 

 

30 Saturday  
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VOLUNTEERS                   
NEEDED! 

INVITERS! 

PIE BAKERS 

PHOTO TAKERS 

GAME MAKERS  

& 

WELCOME TEAM 

SET UP TEAM 

CLEAN UP TEAM 
 

WE NEED YOU TO 
HELP MAKE THIS A 

DAY OF WELCOME & 
FUN FOR OUR                    
NEIGHBORS!                                        

Sign up in the red box of 
the tear off on Sunday, 

email suzan-
neallen@bpumc.com or 

call 386-3401 



 Thomas Holland                                    

Director of Faith Activation 

     SMALL GROUP CONNECT ~ Sunday, Sept. 10                                                                                                       

      Come & meet the leaders, find our more about Scripture                                          

 Academy & other fall small group offerings. 

Level 1: EXPLORE ~ This class is a great place to start exploring the Word of God. 

 “HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE” Sundays at 10am beginning Sept. 24                                                                                                       

 The Bible is a powerful tool for every Christian.  This introductory class will provide insight into Bible study through read

 reading the scripture out loud, word study, and discussion.  The class will be broken up into sections covering topics like 

 the  Fruit of the Spirit, the Beatitudes the study of James and more.  Bring a Bible and be ready to read, talk and share.   

Level 2: EXPAND ~ Like traveling the vast oceans of the world this class will give you a picture of the overarching story or   me-

ta-narrative of the Bible.  Seeing the big picture and getting excited about the story God tells us, is a great way to spend time with 

friends during the Sunday school hour.                                                                                                                                     

 “REMEMBER THEM”  Sundays at 10am beginning Sept. 24                                                                                                                       

 Come on an uplifting, video and scripture-led journey as we learn about: sacrifice, courage, joy, perseverance, for

 giveness and faithfulness from our brothers and sisters in the persecuted church who have lived through and overcome 

 great trials. Their experiences will speak into the hard places in your life in an unforgettable way!  

Level 3: ENCOUNTER ~ Let’s stop and dig deeper into God’s Word in this class.  Friends passionate about intense exploration 

will spend time focusing on the precept style of Bible study.  This class will challenge and enlighten even the most serious Bible stu-

dent.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 PRECEPT ON PRECEPT – ISAIAH (Part 1) Sundays at 10am beginning Sept. 24                                                                                   

 This study will help us comprehend what God has to say to us about the destiny of nations, the future of all man

 kind.  We will meet the Holy One of Israel  and learn how He deals with those who claim Him as God but don't honor 

 Him as God in the way that they live.  Prophecies from Isaiah are mentioned in twenty-two places in the New Testament!  

 The  words of Isaiah were often quoted by Christ - the Messiah prophesied in Isaiah.    

  “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD—Letters to the Exiles” Sundays at 10:00am beginning Sept. 24                                                                                                                 

 Explore how God’s purposes are woven into every area of our lives: family, work, art, charity, education, government,               

 recreation and all creation! The Bible calls us Strangers and Pilgrims, living in “the now and not yet” of God’s Kingdom 

 Come on earth. In seven 20 minute episodes, you’ll learn how our lives lived on earth matter in God’s plan for the world.  

OTHER SMALL GROUP OFFERINGS  

 “PRECEPT ON PRECEPT – JAMES: Wednesdays from 6:30-8:30pm  beginning Sept. 13                                                                           

 “What is true faith? How should you live the Christian life? Each verse of this practical study is alive with instructions, 

 admonitions, and encouragement.  Learn God’s principles for dealing with trials, temptations, the tongue and the pull of 

 the world.”    

 “COOKIES ON THE LOWER SHELF” Tuesdays at 6:30pm beginning date to be determined                                                                                                             

 Journey through the entire Bible in just 30 weeks—10 weeks at a time!  With a study format designed to flex to the 

 needs of each student, Cookies on the Lower Shelf— Part I provides a step-by-step guide beginning with God's beautiful 

 creation in Genesis to the rabble-rousing days of the Judges of Israel.  

 “THINC DIPHRUNTLY - How to Change Your Mind ” Saturdays at 7:30am beginning Sept. 16                                                                                                                  

 Why does Bill lose his temper and yell at his wife? Why does she respond by having the second and third glass of wine  

 every night to dull her pain?  The reason is the way they think. Beyond behaviors and deeper than attitudes, thinking deter

 mines outcome more than anything else. It’s your thinking that’s leading you there. God offers your only hope for victory 

 over disposition, dysfunction, double mindedness, and every mental stronghold. With Him, you can think differently.  

SCRIPTURE ACADEMY 



BANDWAGON FANS 
Brandon Hatch                                                                         

Director of Contemporary Worship & Technical Arts 

“Public passion should never exceed private devotion.” - Francis Chan 

Have you ever known someone who seems to always be cheering 

for the winning team?  You know, the kind of person who never 

mentions football but always just so happens to be the biggest fan 

of whatever team is most likely to win this year’s Super Bowl.  May-

be it’s not sports, perhaps it is a movie or an artist or a popular au-

thor, nevertheless, some people only cheer for the winning team.  

In the world of sports, these people are called “Bandwagon Fans.”  

As a worship ministry, it is an ever-present risk for us to become “Bandwagon Fans” of Jesus.  A 

major aspect of what we do is publicly expressing our affection, gratitude, and adoration toward 

God and leading others to do the same.  It is far too easy to become a bandwagon worshiper when 

you are in a room full of people worshiping God and on a stage where you are expected to also be 

worshiping.  Even in the pews, there is a huge temptation to go along with singing and worshiping 

simply because it is popular to do so.  So, how do we prevent being bandwagon worshipers? 

One of the most challenging quotes I’ve heard comes from Francis Chan, who says, “public passion 

should never exceed private devotion.”  In our context, I’d rephrase that to say, “public worship 

should never exceed private obedience.”  How are you following God in all of your life?  How are 

you taking Jesus into every moment of your day?  We must think deeply about these questions as 

we worship, otherwise we become hypocrites who sing “I give you all of my life…a living sacrifice…

all I am is yours” but spent all of our lives living for ourselves. 

That said, sooner or later we must all admit that we all have, at one time or another, been 

“bandwagon fans” of Jesus.  Praise God that we serve a God of amazing grace and second chances, 

who never gives up on us.  The question then is, when I raise my hands in worship and feel like I 

am a “bandwagon fan,” what should I do?  My answer is worship all the more.  Adore our risen 

savior and become so enamored by his goodness, be so overwhelmed by his grace that when the 

temptation to neglect or disobey God during your week arrives, you remember who he is and 

choose to worship instead.  As the worship team, my prayer is that we lead the charge in fighting 

the temptation to be “bandwagon fans” by seeking to be authentic worshipers of Jesus. 
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The annual Choir Start Back Picnic is set for Thursday, Sept. 7 at 6pm at the home 

of Sandra Makuch at 25 Parkside St., Mayville, NY.  

Come,  bring a dish if you would like to help round out the meal, and enjoy an even-

ing of just being back together!    A hot main entree, tossed salad, and an assort-

ment of pies will be provided as well as beverages.  We welcome those who have 

retired from the choir, those  who help us out on occasion, and those interested in singing.  Please 

help by inviting your spouse, retired members, and those who might be interested.   

All are welcome! 

"For I will turn their mourning into joy and will comfort 

them and give them joy for their sorrow.”                                                    

Jeremiah 31:13 

If you’re stuck in grief, find somebody to help bring you out of that. Sometimes we say, “I can do 

it myself.” Well, at times the things we do by ourselves helps us move deeper into the quick-

sand. So reach out and admit, “I’m stuck. I need help.” Let the advice, wisdom, and encourage-

ment of others bring you along. - H. Norman Wright 

Grief Share is truly a wonderful ministry. It not only helps group members apply biblical princi-

ples to the healing process after the death of a loved one but brings you along side others, so                         

you  don't have to go through it alone. Throughout the videos and workbook, participants see        

how the gospel brings hope and restoration.  A new Grief Share group will begin  at BPUMC on 

Monday, September 11th at 4:30pm. If you or someone you know would benefit from this                   

ministry please contact Britta Brown, Coordinator of Congregational Care at 386-3401 or 

at brittabrown@bpumc.com. This open session small group is $15 for the workbook. You do                  

not need to attend BPUMC to be a part of this small group, all who are hurting from the pain                    

of a loss are welcome. For more information and encouraging testimonies please 

visit www.Griefshare.org or like them on Facebook.  Hope to see you there.   

"The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in              

spirit." Psalm 34:18 

CHOIR START-UP PICNIC  
Carolyn Barnes                                          

Director of Traditional Worship  

A TIME TO GRIEVE 
Britta Brown                                             

Coordinator of Congregational Care 
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WELCOME HEIDI! 
 Heidi Hatch                                          

Director of Children’s Ministry  

It’s been an exciting few weeks as I’ve begun as 

the new Children’s Ministry Director here at 

BPUMC. I wanted to say thank you to the BPUMC 

family for all of your support and encouragement 

as I step into this new role. I couldn’t be more 

excited to serve alongside each of you. 

From a young age, I’ve always wanted to be a 

teacher.  Most kids wanted to be professional 

athletes or musicians, but for some reason, I 

thought it would be so cool to be a teacher. I 

guess I never really knew why I wanted to be a 

teacher until I was asked that question in high 

school as I was preparing to study education in 

college. I reflected on my time in grade school 

and the many incredible teachers I had through 

the years. I realized that as a result of the great 

impact they had on my life, I desired to do the 

same for others.  I remember how much I looked 

up to my school teachers, coaches, small group 

leaders, and Sunday school teachers. I would 

watch what they did and listen to what they said, 

and I tried to be like them.  

Thank you so much for your prayer and support, 

and I look forward to working with you to equip 

the next generation of believers.   

It was in that moment of reflection that I realized 

the amazing opportunity a teacher has to be an 

example of Christ to children.  I love the sweet 

innocence of a child—their curiosity, their sense 

of wonder, and how shapeable they are.  What 

an exciting new role this is for me, where I get to 

be directly involved in teaching children about 

Jesus.  

I’m so excited to work 

along side my volun-

teers and parents to 

teach our children 

about the uncondition-

al love of Jesus and how much he cares for 

each of them.  

In order to be able to do this, however, I need 

your help. I know that God has gifted each 

one of us with a specific set of skills and abili-

ties. No matter what your gifts are, we can 

use them! I ask that you would prayerfully 

consider how you can play an active role in 

Children’s Ministry this year.  

The most urgent need that we have at this 

point is Sunday School teachers. In order to 

value rest and give our teachers a break, we 

are following a month-on, month-off sched-

ule. Our teachers will teach every week for a 

month and then have a month off.  Currently 

we have needs for every age group K—6th.  

Even if you are not comfortable teaching, you 

could consider being a helper to a teacher. 

Having another adult presence in the room is 

needed and helps our teachers to feel sup-

ported. Thank you so much for your prayer 

and support, and I look forward to working 

with you to equip the next generation of be-

lievers. 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even 

when he is old he will not depart from it. – 

Proverbs 22:6 

 



  

THE MISSION OF REACHING OUT  
Tim Swauger                                              

Coordinator of Mission & Outreach  

DINNER ON THURSDAY RESUMES! 
 

BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer delicious home cooked                                                                  

meals every Thursday from mid-September through June.  Below is the menu                                                             

for the month.  Orders should be received at the Welcome Center or in the                                                              

church office by 4:00 pm on the Monday prior to the Thursday dinner.  The meals                                                                   

may be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center or you may stay and enjoy the 

meal with friends, or better yet take an extra meal to someone who is alone and would love the 

food, company & fellowship.   

It’s been less than three weeks since I’ve joined the BPUMC leadership team as the new Mission and 

Outreach Coordinator...hardly long enough to visit all the amazing ministries and people impacted by 

this church. But what I have seen so far is truly amazing! One moment that stood out was seeing a half 

dozen inner-city kids--neighbors of Nehemiah House in downtown Jamestown--excitedly greeting 

Charlie Hodges as soon he exited his car. He was like an oasis in a desert and the children literally came 

running to welcome him! 

It highlights a need that emerged multiple times during my visits: vulnerable children, broken families, 

those struggling with addictions--people who live right in our backyards--are socially, relationally and 

emotionally “malnourished” for want of healthy, Christ-influenced relationship. If you’ve ever felt mor-

ally obligated to feed the starving and emaciated then open your spiritual eyes and you will find many 

hungry for the food of friendship right in your own neighborhood… possibly even within our church 

walls. 

Our Block Party on September 17 is being organized as a meeting point for 

those kinds of friendships to take seed. Maybe you’ve felt God nudging you 

to connect with a troubled neighbor, minister to a neglected child or show 

friendship to someone new within or outside the church. The Block Party is 

an event that we pray provides you an opportunity to make that happen. 

Please keep this event in your prayer and feel free to contact me at 456-1553 or 

tim.swauger@bpumc.com for more information.  

REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult     $7.00 

  Child (under 10)   $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

 September 14    September 21   September 28 

 Swiss Steak w/gravy   Chicken Breast w/gravy  Meat Loaf w/gravy 
 Mashed Potatoes   Baked Potatoes   Mashed Potatoes 
 Super Salad Bar    Super Salad Bar   Corn  
 Rolls     Rolls    Super Salad Bar 
 Dessert     Dessert    Dessert   



WHAT WE CELEBRATED! 

MAKER 
FUN  
FACTORY 
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