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“Twenty years from now you will be 

more disappointed by the things that 

you didn't do than by the ones you 

did do,” wrote Mark Twain. “So throw 

off the bowlines. Sail away from the 

safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in 

your sails.”  Doesn’t your heart kind 

of leap up at the thought of facing 

such an adventure? 

Catching the wind is what sailing is all 

about.  It’s what makes sailing ex-

citing, because without any wind, a 

sailboat - no matter how well-made - 

will never get far.  Here at BPUMC we 

are all about SAILing – that’s our way 

of talking about the vision God has 

for us to make disciples.  And we 

often talk about prayer as the wind in 

our sails.  We truly believe that with-

out prayer, we’ll be like a sailboat 

stranded on a calm lake, not going 

anywhere. 

We take time to integrate prayer into 

the life of our church in many ways.  

Worship services always include pray-

er; we pray for our church and each 

other at weekly staff meetings; our 

administrative meetings always begin 

with sharing and prayer; small groups 

and prayer groups meet throughout 

the week.  We have called the 

church together for prayer at vari-

ous other times throughout our 

years here.   

Lately we’ve felt the call of God to 

set aside more time to intentional-

ly pray together as a church.  So 

we’ve started gathering from 7:00-

8:00 PM on Sunday evenings in the 

Gallery for a simple time of prais-

ing and thanking God, listening, 

and lifting up needs for each other, 

our church, and our world.   

We hope you’ll come join in for 

prayers on Sunday night.  All ages 

are welcome, including children.  

It’s not fancy, it’s not programmed, 

it’s not complicated – but it has 

been oh so sweet!  And just like 

Mark Twain said, even though mak-

ing time to pray together is a chal-

lenge, when we look back, we will 

be so glad that we chose not to 

miss the adventure!  Who knows 

where we will go, if we catch the 

wind in our sails? 

Joy in the Journey, 

Pastors Bill & Kristen 

 

 

CATCHING THE 

TRADE WINDS 
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11 Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

    6:45 PM Healing Journey (M) 

12 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6-10 PM Flip Side Young Adults 

     6:30 PM Authentic Manhood 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

     7:00 PM Choir  

13 Friday 

        5:00 PM Youth Fall Campout 

14 Saturday 

     8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 

     9:00 AM WCA Live Simulcast 

    11:30 AM Youth Fall Campout  

       6-11 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

15 Sunday 

     9:30 AM  Flu Vaccine Clinic  

   10:00 AM Youth Fall Campout 
  Worship 

16 Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

17 Tuesday 

     6:30 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

18 Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

    6:45 PM Healing Journey (M) 

19 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6-10 PM Flip Side Young Adults 

     6:30 PM Authentic Manhood 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (M) 

     7:00 PM Choir  

21 Saturday 

     6-11 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

22 Sunday 

 

 

   

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   1 Sunday Communion 

     6:00 PM  Route 56 

   2 Monday  

     7:00 PM Ad Board 

   3 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon   

      7:00 PM Praise Band Practice 

  4 Wednesday 

      9:00 AM Women for Missions 

      6:30 PM Youth  Group 

      6:30 PM Precept—James 

      6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

  5  Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     6-10 PM Flip Side Young Adults 

     6:30 PM Authentic Manhood 

     6:30 PM Healing Journey (M) 

     7:00 PM Choir  

7 Saturday  

    7:30 AM   Men’s Bible Study 

     6-11 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

8  Sunday 

9  Monday 

     6:30 PM Finance 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 10 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

23 Monday 

      6:30 PM Finance 

24 Tuesday 

    12:00 PM  UMW Meeting 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

25 Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

    6:30 PM Precept—James 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

26 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     1:00 PM Book Give-Away 

     4-6:30 PM Harvest Dinner 

       4-7 PM Food Pantry 

     6:30 PM Service of Thanksgiving 

     6-10 PM Flip Side Young Adults 

     6:30 PM Authentic Manhood 

     6:45 PM Healing Journey (W) 

     7:00 PM Choir  

28 Saturday  

      6-11 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

29  Sunday 

30 Monday 

31 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon   

      7:00 PM Praise Band Practice 

 

     

 
 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 

 

   

 

    

         

 

   

 

2nd Saturday of the 
month at 8am! Great 

food, fellowship &                 
inspiration to begin 

the weekend! 
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“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  Luke 10:2. 

                             As we enter the fall season one can’t help seeing fields ready for the harvest!                         

                 Apples so ripe they're falling from the trees. Pumpkins sitting in the fields ready to   

                             be picked. Jesus’ call in Luke 10:2 reveals a similar situation. A world ripe for  

                 harvest and waiting for laborers willing to take the time to harvest the bounty. 

But, as we all know, there is a season for harvesting. If those apples and pumpkins aren't harvested 

in time they will lie rotting away on the ground. How sad it is to see good produce go to waste. 

How infinitely more sad God must be seeing people once ripe for harvest now rotting away be-

cause of lack of laborers!  

What I’ve learned since becoming BPUMC’s Mission and Outreach Coordinator this past August is 

that our church’s 50+ partners and ministry initiatives have a common denominator: the need for 

laborers. People willing to pray, financially partner and voluntarily participate for the sake of 

reaching a harvest that is plentiful! 

While the church has labored on a number of outreach-oriented activities this past month (sending 

“flood buckets” to the hurricane affected areas down South, hosting a Block Party for our neigh-

bors, providing financial assistance to ministries through the Mission Commission, etc.) Jesus’ call 

for more laborers remains urgent! 

In an effort to ascertain how God may be calling you to His mission I created a Mission and Out-

reach Interest Form. If you have not yet filled out this form email me at timswauger@bpumc.com 

and I will send you the form. Or you can find it at https://sites.google.com/bpumc.com/mission. 

The need for laborers is increasingly evident in our broken world...will you respond before it’s too 

late? 

WE’RE GETTING READY!  ARE YOU? 

Operation Christmas Child boxes are now available in the Gallery (near 

the piano) along with packing instructions.  You may pick up as many as 

your family wishes to fill—the more the merrier! 

Our collection and dedication will be on Sunday, November 19.   

ON A MISSION 
Tim Swauger                                           

Coordinator of Mission & Outreach 



BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer delicious home cooked meals                                                                 

every Thursday from September through June.  Below is the menu for the                                                            

month.  Orders should be received at the Welcome Center or in the church                                                              

office by 4:00 pm on the Monday prior to the Thursday dinner.  The meals                                                                   

may be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center or you                                                                       

may stay and enjoy the meal with friends.   

 October 5  October 12  October 19  October 26 (Harvest Dinner) 

 Beef Stroganoff  Stuffed Peppers  Pulled Pork & Rolls Turkey & Stuffing 
 Noodles  Mashed Potatoes Cheesy Potatoes Mashed Potatoes 
 Green Beans  Corn   Cole Slaw  Squash, Corn, Cranberries 
 Super Salad Bar  Super Salad Bar  Super Salad Bar  Dinner Rolls 
 Dessert   Dessert   Dessert   Dessert  

DINNER ON THURSDAY REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult     $7.00 

  Child (under 10)   $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

HARVEST DINNER: 

Adult   $8.00 

Child (under 10)  $5.00 

 
 

It’s been an exciting month as the school year has begun and chil-

dren’s programing is up and running again. It has been such a joy for 

me to begin to build relationships with the children and families here 

at BPUMC. Because it’s a crazy time of year for so many people, I 

wanted to make a couple announcements for you to be aware of. 

Starting October 1st, we are going to begin meeting with the Route 

56 Group the first Sunday of every month in the evening from 6:00-7:30 pm.  If you’re not familiar 

with Route 56, this is the group of 5th and 6th grade students.  My vision for these events is to 

build a Christ-centered community within this group and to provide mentoring and accountability 

for these students. There will be a mix of fun games and activities, time spent in God’s word, and 

small group time. I am encouraging these students to invite friends, especially friends who do not 

have a church home. However in order to get these events up and running, I am in need of some 

volunteers who would be willing to help out with these activities. Because there is such a large 

group of boys in this age group, I am specifically looking for some men who would be willing to be 

small group leaders or any volunteers who would help out with these events.   

Outside of Route 56, we do still have a need for Children’s Ministry volunteers for this school 

year! Our needs include: Nursery volunteers, Nursery cleaners, PowerUp Worship & Tech volun-

teers, Sunday School teachers, and Greeters.  No matter what your gifts are, I would love to talk 

with you and place you where you can best be used. I ask that you will join me in praying for the 

Children’s Ministry Program, and that the Lord will continue to provide Godly volunteers for this 

ministry. I’m so excited for this year and all that the Lord is going to do in the lives of our children. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Heidi Hatch                                                                               

Director of Children’s Ministry 

FALL CAMP OUT 
Friday evening through Sunday morning ~ October 13-15  

Bethany Camp ~ 1633 Bates Rd. Sinclairville 

Friday ~ Arrive at 5pm // Saturday at 11:30am for those not 
there on Friday. 

Sunday ~ 10am Worship for youth & parents 

Cost: $40 one night // $60 two nights (checks payable to 
BPUMC) 

Please sign up,  pay & return permission slip by Oct. 8 

YOUTH MINISTRY Tom Holland                                                    

Director Faith Activation                                

Interim Director Youth Ministry 



  

 

 

 

 

 

           
          

HEART TUNING 
Brandon Hatch                                                                         

Director of Contemporary Worship & Technical Arts 

MEDIATATING ON GOD’S LOVE 

"I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the 

Lord Almighty." 2 Corinthians 6:8  

Lately we have been mediating on God's love for us. It's unfathomable how 

deep his love is. God is love and he loves you no matter what.  A common 

thing I have been hearing lately is "I'm too far gone for him to love me."  You 

are never too far gone for God's love.  I know we have heard this over and 

over but once you start recognizing that the creator of the universe thinks of 

you, that is when the renewing of your mind begins. You need to change the 

way you think, start thinking about yourself the way God thinks of you. When negative thoughts enter 

your mind that is the enemy at work. We are called sons and daughters of the living God. Would a true 

father think of his child the way you think of yourself....never. These are words from the accuser, don't 

give him glory in any way by buying into those thoughts. You are beautiful, you are royalty in the King-

dom of Heaven. 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart.”  Psalm 139:23 

A few practices ago, we were about two songs into our rehearsal and I was faced 

with a conundrum. Although I could look around and see that the band members 

were playing the right notes, something was still just a little off.  Not too long 

afterward, in a moment of embarrassment, I realized, the “something” was a 

“someone” and the “someone” was me.  I had forgotten to tune my guitar. 

Now the peculiar thing about a guitar, is that it can be in tune with itself, but not actually in tune with 

others.  Meaning, that your guitar might sound in tune to you, but in actuality, your guitar’s six strings 

are just equally out of tune.  It is for this reason, that tuning your guitar is the subject of many first gui-

tar lessons and also why it should be the first thing you should do at band practice. 

One of my favorite lyrics comes from the hymn, “Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing.”  We sing, “tune 

my heart to sing thy grace.” What a great prayer. That lyric resonates so strongly with me because the 

truth I’ve been told my whole life about guitars is also true of our hearts: they have a difficult time 

staying in tune. 

God can tune our hearts in a variety of ways, but certainly one of the ways is through worshipping with 

the community of believers.  Each Sunday we have the opportunity to do just this, but that doesn’t 

mean you have to wait until Sunday to have God “tune your heart.”  As you go through this week, I’d 

encourage you to ask God to tune your heart.  By his Spirit and his Word, I am confident he will answer 

that prayer.   

Britta Brown                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
 The Librarians  

DID YOU KNOW? 

 We have a borrowing library in our BPUMC church and it lo-
cated in the Foyer area on your way to our Sanctuary. 

 Devotionals may be checked out for a long period of time—
like a year! 

 We have a great selection of Max Lucado books for adult and 
children. Look in the Christian Life and Children’s sections. 

 We have a number of newly donated Biblical resource books. 

 There is a lot of fiction to choose from! 

 There is a wonderful selection of CDs that share the historical memory of Bemus 
Point United Methodist Church as told by some of our faithful members. 

 We’ll have a book give-away at the end of October to move out some old favor-
ites to make room for some new favorites!  

 If you have some newer, clean, not-written-in Christian books to share, 
please bring them  to the library and leave in the donation box. 

I take this opportunity to remember all you who sent me wonderful birthday cards and 

thoughtful gifts and wonderful celebrations which made my 90th birthday so memorable                            

and enjoyable.   

Now I ask God for special blessings on each of you!  So be prepared to receive                                       

them and give thanks to God!  God loves you and so do I!  Grace Travis 

 HEARTFELT  



 

WESLEYAN COVENANT ASSOCIATION ~ 

GLOBAL GATHERING OCT. 14 AT BPUMC 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 FROM 9AM—4PM                                                                                                 

LIVE SIMULCAST HERE  IN THE BPUMC WORSHIP CENTER 

Register at www.wesleyancovenant.org 

Who is the 2017 Global Gathering for? The 2017 WCA Global Gathering 

is for laity and clergy who are passionate about the future of Method-

ism and who are committed to a vibrant expression of the historic Chris-

tian faith in the Wesleyan tradition. 

Do you have to be a member of the WCA to attend the 2017 Global 

Gathering? The 2017 Global Gathering is open to members and non-

members of the WCA. The cost for members is $30 per person. Non-

members pay $55, BUT $25 of the registration fee can be applied to 

your membership fee if you join between now and the day of the event. Seminary students may 

register for $15. The $30 includes coffee, snacks, & lunch. 

Do I have to travel to Houston to attend? The live venue for the Global Gathering is at The Wood-

lands United Methodist Church near Houston, Tx., but the entire day will be simulcast to venues 

from coast to coast, including BPUMC. This is a great opportunity for you to introduce others in 

your church and community to the work of the WCA. Invite them to travel with you to either the 

live venue or one of the simulcast sites. 



WHAT WE CELEBRATED! 

BLOCK PARTY! 

Bemus Point 

United Methodist Church 

 

4954 Bemus Ellery Road 

PO Box 99 

Bemus Point NY 14712 

716-386-3401 

bpumc@bpumc.com 

www.bpumc.com 

 

SEE YOU AT            
THE POLE 

PRAISE                                    
TEAM                         

CELEBRATION 

TO GOD BE 
THE GLORY! 


