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“If you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, 'Move from here to 
there,' and it will move.” - Matthew 
17:20 

Jesus makes some startling claims 
about the power of faith exercised 
through prayer.   “Nothing will be 
impossible for you,” Jesus says.  
Mountains can move.   

That can be hard to believe!  Espe-
cially when the mountains look so 
big and our faith looks like the size of 
a seed.  But Jesus assures us that it is 
God’s power, not our own, that 
moves mountains.   After Jesus 
makes that surprising claim about 
moving mountains, he comes back 
to that theme a few chapters later in 
Matthew: Jesus replied, “Truly I tell 
you, if you have faith and do not 
doubt, not only can you do what was 
done to the fig tree, but also you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw 
yourself into the sea,’ and it will be 
done.  If you believe, you will receive 
whatever you ask for in prayer.”  
Matthew 21:21-22  

This spring, BPUMC enters into a 
season of mountain-moving prayer.  
Each week we will focus on a differ-
ent topic, and ask God to move 
some very specific mountains. 

   

May 5 – Praying for Healing 

May 12 – Praying For Your Fami-
ly 

May 19 – Praying For Our Church 

May 26 – Praying for People Far 
from God 

June 2 – Praying for Peace and 
Justice around the World 

We will focus on these topics on 
Sunday mornings, at our Thurs-
day night prayer gatherings (6:45 
PM), in Prayer Squads, and at two 
special prayer events:  a Night of 
Praise and Prayer from  6:00 -
7:00  on Sunday, May 19 and a 
Community Prayer Walk on Sun-
day, June 2 from 4-6pm. 

Let’s ask God to give us mustard-
seed faith and then watch him 
move some mountains!   

In Joyful Hope, 

Bill & Kristen 

 

MOUNTAIN MOVERS 
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1  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

2  Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

    4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

      6:45 PM Prayer Gathering 

      6:55 PM Choir Practice 

3  Saturday 

     7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

5 Sunday MOUNTAIN MOVERS 

  Communion 

  Mountain Mover Fair 

6   Monday 

     6:30 PM Ad Board 

7  Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon   

8  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

9  Thursday  

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

  4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

    7:00 PM Choir Practice 

   7:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

11  Saturday 

     8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 

     8:00 AM  Ladies’s Continental 

     9:00 AM Church Work Day 

12  Sunday MOUNTAIN MOVERS 

  Mother’s Day 

  Volunteer Fair 

13  Monday 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

14  Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

  

15  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

 16  Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

  4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

      6:45 PM Prayer Gathering 

      6:55 PM Choir Practice 

18  Saturday 

      7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study       

19 Sunday MOUNTAIN MOVERS 

  Volunteer Fair 

     6:00 PM Worship & Prayer 

20  Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

     7:00 PM Boy Scouts 

21  Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

22  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

23 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

    4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

      6:45 PM Prayer Gathering 

      6:55 PM Choir Practice 

25  Saturday 

26 Sunday MOUNTAIN MOVERS 

27 Monday Memorial Day 

28 Tuesday  

         7:00 PM Al-Anon 

          7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

29  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions  

    6:00 PM Youth Group 

30 Thursday 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

  4-6:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

      6:45 PM Prayer Gathering 

      6:55 PM Choir Practice 

 
 

 

 

Calendar listings are                  

subject to changes.  Your 

call is always welcome at 

the church office for                     

additional information—

716.386.3401 or e-mail 

bpumc@bpumc.com. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MAY CALENDAR 

HIGHLIGHTS &                       

LOOKING AHEAD... 

Worship & Prayer                             

Sunday, May 19 from 6-7 

Prayer Walk                                      

Sunday, June 2 from 4-6 

Annual Conference, Syracuse 

Wed.-Sat., June 5-8 

Youth Sunday                                     

Sunday, June 9                                  

One Service at 10am 

Baccalaureate                                

Thursday, June 20 

Praise on the Lake                            

Sunday, July 14 at 9am on the 

Floating Stage, Mayville 

ROAR VBS                                             

for Pre-K through 6th Grades 

Mon.—Fri., July29—Aug. 2 

Royal Family Kids’ Camp    

Sun.—Thurs., Aug.11-15 

Love Your Neighbor                          

Summer Celebration                            

Sunday, Aug. 18 at 10am  

Midway Park 



 

This month's Sunday Sermon Series is called Mountain Mov-
ers. We'll explore this theme more deeply in Squads that will 
meet weekly from the week of May 5-June 2. Ideally, a Squad 
is made up of 2-4 people (or two couples) who meet in 
homes or at the church in order to learn, pray and challenge 
one another towards greater faith in God. Squad sign-ups will 
occur in the gallery Sunday April 28 and May 5.   
 

 
We need Facilitators for Mountain Mover Squads: If you are interested in forming your own 
Squad or are willing to facilitate a Squad and need help recruiting participants contact me at 
church or via email timswauger@bpumc.com. All it takes is coordinating a meeting time and 
place with your group, guiding the group through the weekly Prayer Guide and reporting your 
weekly attendance to Suzanne Allen. 
 

Mountain Mover Events: On Sunday evening, May 19th Brandon and the worship team will lead 
us into an inspiring time of praise and worship. Then, on Sunday, June 2nd from 4-6pm we will 
fan out across Bemus Point in groups and pray throughout the village for the needs of the com-
munity, its institutions, and businesses, ending in the Village Park for hot dogs and sharing. We'll 
extend those prayers to the communities and regions beyond.  
 

Make the month of May a month to experience mountain moving faith! 
 

BE A MOUNTAIN MOVER! 
Tim Swauger                                          

Director of Outreach & Discipleship 

On April 8, the Mission Commission met and made the following fund allocations:      

 $500 in support of Paul and Jan Stobbe of Trans World Radio.  

 $1,200 in support of Elish and Lilly Kanthi of Equip Asia.  

 $500 to support persecuted Christians ministered to by Voice of the Martyrs.  

 $250 to support BPUMC former youth group member Wyatt Chriest on his mission trip to Pa-

pua New Guinea with Liberty University.  

 The Commission also discussed future support for other ministries and is excited about as-

sisting Choose Life of Jamestown in purchasing an ultra-sound machine.   

Thank you for your tithes and contributions to help BPUMC support these and many other God 

glorifying ministries in our community and around the world! 

FROM THE MISSION COMMISSION 

mailto:timswauger@bpumc.com


NO ONE LIKE OUR GOD Brandon Hatch                                                                                    

Director of Contemporary Worship                                             

& Technical Arts 

 

No one is like you, Lord;  

    you are great, and your name is mighty in power. 

Who should not fear you, 

    King of the nations? This is your due. 

Among all the wise leaders of the nations 

    and in all their kingdoms, there is no one like you.    Jeremiah 10:6-7 
 

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.  Try saying that ten times fast.  Not only is it a mouthful, it’s also, 

by many studies, the most popular view of God in America by young people today.  Essentially, 

“moralistic” means that God wants you to be good and gives you a reason to be good.  

“Therapeutic” means that God is really just there to make you feel good.  And “deism,” as you 

might remember from 9th grade social studies, means that God is like a watchmaker who set up 

the world, but does not currently have much to do with it.  In other words, God is little more 

than “the man upstairs.”   

In the Bible, God is described in all sorts of ways.  It may surprise many Americans to learn that 

“the man upstairs” is never one of them.  When I hear of people who adamantly don’t believe in 

God, I wonder if they have rejected Christianity because they confuse the belief in “the moral-

istic therapeutic man upstairs” with the Christian God.  

One of my favorite quotes from Tim Keller (others have also said similar statements), is 

“Describe the God you've rejected. Describe the God you don't believe in. Maybe I don't believe 

that God either.”  In response to Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, I don’t believe in a God who is 

simply a reason for me to be an ethical person.  I don’t believe in a God who is only there to 

make me feel good.  I don’t believe in a God who set up the world and then left it.   

I believe in a God who is the author of the Universe and wrote Himself into the story.  I believe 

in a God who perfectly loves me so much that He calls me to say “yes” to life in Christ and “no” 

to sin.  I believe in a God who wants things for me that have a much more profound goal than 

personal happiness.  In the words of the prophet Jeremiah, I believe in a God that there is no 

one else like. 

The next time someone tells you “I don’t believe in God,” I’d encourage you to ask that person 

about the God he or she doesn’t believe in.  Perhaps, the “god” that they don’t believe in sounds 

very little like the Christian God and much more like a “god” that you don’t believe in either.  

 

 



Caption 
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picture or 

graphic. 
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BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer 

delicious home cooked meals every Thursday from 

September through June.  Below is the menu for the month of May.  Orders must be received in the church 

office by 4:00 pm the prior Monday.  The meals may be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family 

Life Center or you may stay and enjoy the meal with friends.   

Pick up an extra meal and take it to someone who is alone and would love the company & fellowship.   

MAY MENU 

May 2     May 16    May 30 

Beef Stroganoff    Chicken Breast    Spaghetti & Meat Sauce 
Noodles    Red Potatoes   Super Salad Bar 
Super salad bar    Super salad bar   Bread & butter 
Dessert     Bread & Butter 

May 9     May 23      

Stuffed Peppers    Meat Loaf    
Mashed Potatoes & Corn  Mashed Potatoes & Gravy  
Super salad bar    Super Salad Bar   
Dessert     Dessert    

REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult   $7.00 

  Child (under 10) $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

 

BPUMC ENCOURAGES PARTIPATION                                       
AT CHRISTIAN CAMPS 

CAMPERSHIPS ARE AVAIABLE!                       

To participate in our campership program please bring copies of your Christian 
camp registrations to the church office or email nancyquattrone@bpumc.com on 
or before June 20 for a camperships to help cover costs.  Amounts are based on 
the number of registrations received.                 

Contact nancyquattrone@bpumc.com for more information. 

DINNER ON THURSDAY 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

"Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice hospitality." Romans 12:13 

We are so grateful to have such a giving church. On Good Friday, our special 

offering went towards our church's benevolence fund. The benevolence fund is 

a fund that helps families and individuals in our church in need during a finan-

cial crisis. With your giving, we received $598. Thank you for your gift that al-

lows us to come alongside our friends during a difficult season.    

Britta Brown                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational Care 



Finally, summer is almost here! Summer means E-team will be starting up again. We are looking for 2 col-
lege students to hire as Interns as well as 6 senior high school students to hire as captains. Also, any one 
interested in volunteering, adults or high school students, are encouraged to join us. Contact Thomas Hol-
land for more info.  
 

What is E-Team? 
   First and foremost E-Team is an opportunity to share the love of Christ in our community. It is also an opportunity     
   for you to take your next step in your walk with Christ, in expanding your comfort zone and in growing as a leader.    
   Last, but not least, it is also a lot of fun. 
 

What do we do? 
   We learn how to share our faith through talking to people, performing skits and/or music pieces, teaching via            
   object lessons, and praying with others. 
 

When is E-Team? 
   Here is our preliminary schedule: 
 July 1st-5th: Training camp at BPUMC from 9-4 
 

 July 9th - August 17th: Outreach events 
 Our week goes from Tuesday through Saturday each week. We meet at the church at 9am and head out via 
 bus to our locations. Then head back to the church. Parents can pick up at 4pm. 
 

Who can attend? 
 Anyone in 7th - 12th grade 
 

Additional Info? 
 Call or email Tom Holland thomasholland@bpumc.com  or 716-386-3401. 

ROAR INTO VBS 2019 

    We are getting so excited for Vacation Bible                                            

    School this summer! Our theme is ROAR - Life                                                           

    is Wild, God is  Good!  Mark your calendars for                                                                 

G    the week of Monday, July 29 -Friday, August                                                             

    2 from 9:00am-noon. Magnets will be                                                              

    available soon to stick on the fridge and save                                                     

the dates.  We  encouraging you to use these magnets to invite the families                                                             

in your life to join us this year!  On May 12 & 19 we will have the Summer                                                             

Volunteer Fair in the Gallery where you can take a look at all of the cool                                                                     

opportunities to serve either in preparation for or during the week of VBS.                                                              

And of course, you can always reach out by emailing me at heidihatch@bpumc.com if you have any 

questions or if you are interested in volunteering. Please join me in praying for this week of VBS, 

that we would bring many unchurched families in and that lives would be transformed by the truth 

of the Gospel.  

Heidi Hatch                                                                                      

Director of Children’s  Ministry 

E-TEAM IS COMING! 
Tom Holland                                                                                      

Director of Youth Ministry 
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Tim Swauger                                              

Director of Outreach & Discipleship 
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4954 Bemus-Ellery Road 

PO Box 99 

Bemus Point 

United Methodist Church 

Phone: 716-386-3401 

bpumc@bpumc.com 

www.bpumc.com 

Worship Services:  

Contemporary 8:30 & 10am 

Traditional 11am 

    

            
        

    


