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THE BREEZE
THE PEOPLE CLOSEST TO JESUS
How much do you know about the people closest to Jesus in the gospels? You
have probably heard there were twelve
disciples in Jesus’ inner circle. How
many can you name?
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written on them the names of the
twelve apostles (Revelation 21:14).
These people are the foundation of our
faith. They blazed a trail we now follow. By getting to know them, we will
find our own path to following Jesus
Often in the Bible these disciples are
referred to as a group and simply called marked out more clearly. Their joys
and sorrows, strengths and weakness“The Twelve.” But it’s interesting to
es, and experiences with Jesus will give
remember that they each had unique
histories, personalities, strengths, and us new insight into our own walk with
weaknesses. What made each of them Jesus.
tick? What did Jesus see in each one
Come join us!
that drew him to choose them to be his Joyfully Yours,
most trusted students and friends?
Kristen & Bill
Wouldn’t it be great to be able to go
back in time and get to know them?
Wouldn’t it be amazing to have them
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
as your mentors, and even friends?
Wednesday, March 6 begins our
That’s what we’ll be doing, in a sense,
Lenten journey with an Ash Wednesday
this Lent in our Sunday morning messervice in the Sanctuary at 7pm. Come
sage series about the disciples. We’ll
for a quiet time of music, prayer, and a
be taking an in-depth look at Peter,
fresh start in you walk of faith. Those
John, Thomas, Matthew, Judas Iscariot, who wish will have the opportunity to
and Andrew -- hopefully bringing them receive ashes on the forehead. This is
a child friendly service.
to life in a way that brings them off the
Please join us. You will be glad you
page and into real life.
came!
And all this is not just a history lesson
– far from it! In the vision of the writer
of Revelation, the twelve foundation
stones of the wall of the Holy City have
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MARCH CALENDAR

1 Friday
6:00 PM
2 Saturday
7:30 AM
3 Sunday
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
4 Monday
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
5 Tuesday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
6 Wednesday
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7 Thursday
1:oo PM
6;45 PM
6:55 PM
9 Saturday
9:00 AM
10 Sunday
10:00 AM
11 Monday
6:55 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
12 Tuesday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
13 Wednesday
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Fight Club Mid-Rally
Men’s Bible Study
Communion
Sunday School
Bootcamp Mid-Rally

14 Thursday
1:oo PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
15 Friday
6:00 PM
16 Saturday
7:00 AM
7:30 AM
9:00 AM

17 Sunday
10:00 AM
Ad Board
11:30 AM
Boy Scouts
6:00 PM
18 Monday
Al-Anon
6:30 PM
Grief Share
7:00 PM
19
Tuesday
Women for Mission
7:00 PM
Youth Group
7:00 PM
Healing Journey (M)
Ash Wednesday Service 20 Wednesday
9:00 AM
6 :30 PM
Ladies Bible Study
21 Thursday
Prayer Gathering
1:oo PM
Choir Practice
6:45 PM
6:55 PM
Women’s Retreat
22 Friday
5-8 PM
Sunday School
23 Saturday
9:00 AM
Safe Sanctuary
24 Sunday
Trustees
10:00 AM
Mission Commission
All AM
Boy Scouts
Al-Anon
Grief Share
Women for Mission
Youth Group
Healing Journey (M)

25 Monday
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
26 Tuesday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
27 Wednesday
6:00 PM

Ladies Bible Study
Prayer Gathering
Choir Practice
Confirmation Retreat
Confirmation Retreat
Men’s Bible Study
District Learning Day

Sunday School
Golf Set Up
Route 56 Golf
SPRC
Boy Scouts
Al-Anon
Grief Share
Women for Mission
Youth Group Golf
Ladies Bible Study
Prayer Gathering
Choir Practice
Open Golf
Men’s Mini Golf
Sunday School
A Hand Up Clothing
Drive
Finance
Boy Scouts
Al-Anon
Grief Share
Youth Group

28 Thursday
1:oo PM
6:45 PM
6:55 PM
29 Friday
5:15 PM
30 Saturday
7:00 AM
6:00 PM

Ladies Bible Study
Prayer Gathering
Choir Practice
30 Hour Famine
30 Hour Famine
Celebration Dinner

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS!
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wednesday, March 6
7pm in the Sanctuary
FEARFULLY & WONDERFULLY
MADE—A Retreat for the Women of BPUMC
 Saturday, March 9 from 9am-3pm
 $30
 Register at the table in the Gallery
or at bpumc@bpumc.com
DISTRICT LEARNING DAY
 Saturday, March 16 from
9am-3pm
 No cost to participant
 Register at the Welcome
Center or suzanneallen@bpumc.com
MINI GOLF AT BPUMC
Set up: Sun. Mar. 17 at 11:30am
Route 56: Sun. Mar. 17 at 6pm
Youth Golf: Wed. Mar 20 at 7pm
Young Adults: Thurs. at 6pm
Men’s Mini Golf Tourney: Sat. Mar.
23 at 9am
30 HOUR FAMINE
Friday & Saturday, March 29-30
Check-in Friday at 5:15pm Break-Fast
Dinner Saturday at 6pm

BEGINNING MARCH 10 AT BPUMC IN ALL
SERVICES! INVITE & BRING!

MEN’S MINIATURE GOLF TOURNEY
Saturday, March 23
Kick-Off at 9am ~ Shotgun Start at 9:30am
Lunch & Awards
BRING FRIENDS WHO DO NOT ATTEND ANY
CHURCH!
Team sign ups are available at the Welcome Center. $10 per
player.
All proceeds benefit the 5 & 2 Ministry ~
Serving families & children in the Ellery
Community
Sat

WHO YOU SAY I AM

Brandon Hatch
Director Contemporary Worship

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the
Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:13-20
“Who do you say I am?” has to be one of the greatest questions ever asked by anyone in the entire history of
the world. Think about it. We’re all humans here on planet earth and we are all trying to figure out who we
are. This question asks the people around us, who sometimes know us more honestly than we know ourselves, who they think we are. That could be very helpful information, but very few of us are willing to be
open and honest enough to ask anyone that question. Yet, constantly we are bombarded with answers to
the unspoken question, “Who do you say I am?”
As you notice commercials on TV, they’re giving you all sorts of answers to that question. Who do you say I
am? The cologne ad says I don’t smell good enough. The action movie trailer says I’m boring. The workout
program commercial says I’m not fit enough. Those voices can reverberate in our heads, but rarely do I
watch a 15 second commercial and then insist on needing to switch deodorants.
That changes, though, when there is a relationship into which those answers are spoken. When a commercial says that I don’t smell good enough, I’m probably not going to believe them. But if my co-worker says
the same thing, I’m going to be sure to try to smell better. Quantity matters too. If one stranger looks at me
and then starts laughing, I’m not worried. If every person I encounter on the street looks at me and then
starts laughing, I’m finding a mirror as soon as possible.
The default position of the human heart is to be asking, “Who am I?” and everyone and everything has an
answer. In our lives that are flooded with words and implicit messages, it is vital that we figure out which
voices we ultimately give authority.
Recently we added a new song to our worship rotation, “Who You Say I Am” by Hillsong. In that song, we
sing statements from Scripture that answer that question “who do You say I am?” We hear all sorts of answers to that question, but God’s answers are the ones that truly matter. “Who do You say I am?” God says,
“you are chosen,” “you are not forsaken,” “you are forgiven,” “you are beloved,” and “you are a child of
God.” In a world that is constantly speaking into your life, we need to choose to listen to the voice of the
perfectly loving God of the Universe. God knows us better than anyone. He created us. He perfectly loves
us. And His voice is the one that matters above all others. Let’s live into who He says we are together.
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Tom Holland
Director of Youth Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY
Hello BPUMC family!

We’re excited to have had a wonderful mission to the New York School of Urban Ministry and
are thrilled about the coming month!
March will be a busy one for the youth group. Confirmation class will come to a close with our
retreat at The Camp at Findley on March 15 & 16. The 30 Hour Famine happens March 29 & 30.
On March 31 we hope to go to Cleveland for Winter Jam. If you would like to support our youth
we could definitely use prayer first! Then we need drivers and chaperones for these events!
Finally, we invite donations for the 30 Hour Famine as we are partner with World Vision to raise
money to feed hungry kids around the world. Thank you family for all you have done for us so
far and as you continue to do to so! The future is here and now! And we are ready!
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FAMILY EASTER WALK

Heidi Hatch
Director of Children’s Ministry

We are so excited to announce our family Easter event coming up on Saturday, April 13 from
10am-noon! It’ll take about an hour or so to move through all of the stations, so you can come
anytime between 10-11am to be sure to get through all stations before noon. You may have
joined us last year for our “Walk with Jesus” event. During this ALL AGES APPROPRIATE event,
families travelled through a variety of stations, walking through the major events of Holy Week.
Each station represented a day of Holy Week, with a mix of education, activities, and crafts to
help the families grasp what this Easter season is all about. This year’s event is going to have a
similar feel, but we are going to add a few fun twists in keeping with the goal to equip families to
celebrate Easter and to continue these conversations at home. We will provide a devotional
booklet for every child to take home, and our hope is that the families will work through these
devotions together during the week leading up to Easter. We are so excited to offer this event,
but we can't do it without your help! Here are a few things you can do:
1. Mark your calendars. I know it's a busy time of year for many, but you won’t want to miss
this! We hope that you can join us!
2. Spread the word. We are hoping this can be an outreach event, bringing in families from the
Caption
community. So invite your friends! Everyone is welcome.
describing
3. Volunteer. Whether it’s helping with a station, leading a craft, baking a treat, etc.,
we can
picture or
use your help! Let me know if you are available and interested in helping withgraphic.
this event,
and I'll let you know how we can use you.
For any questions regarding this event, please email Heidi Hatch at heidihatch@bpumc.com. We
look forward to celebrating this Easter season with you!
THE

BREEZE

ALL GOD WANTS YOU TO BE

Tim Swauger
Director of Outreach & Discipleship

As I write we are halfway into Fight Club and Ladies Bootcamp. 32 men in nine squads and 51 ladies in 12
squads are striving their best to carry out spiritual, physical, intellectual, and relational challenges with the
goal of becoming all God wants them to be. It’s interesting to see how participants react to the weekly challenges. Take, for example, the challenge that prohibits screen time 2 hours before bed 3 days in the week.
For some giving up tech is like giving up breathing. But they can breeze through the 40 minute cardio challenge in their sleep. The fruits-n-veggie challenge is like forcing some to eat dirt. But they have no problem
reaching out to someone in Jesus' name. I don't struggle with the alcohol prohibition. But the bedtime snack
prohibition is a killer!
What we see in Fight Club and Ladies Bootcamp is what we see in the real world: everybody handles challenges differently. What’s a cake walk for some is a cross for another. In situations like this it’s easy to condemn or trivialize others’ weaknesses but then turn around and justify or magnify one’s own. Christians are
supposed to be different though. We’re called to help each other carry our crosses. Paul instructs us in Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” In Romans 15:1 he
says, “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.” That’s one
of the lessons of Fight Club and Ladies Bootcamp. Not condemning, but helping others carry their burdens
and so fulfill Christ's law that says love another as He has loved us. I pray we all learn that.

A HAND UP ~ CLOTHING COLLECTION

Britta Brown
Coordinator of Congregational Care

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Luke 6:38
Who's ready for spring? I don't know about you but I could not be more ready. I'm actually looking forward
to spring cleaning. I know, crazy...right? Did you know that we can actually use spring cleaning as a time to
give back to our community? As you take the time to go through closets and drawers this spring set aside
gently used and clean items and bring them to church on Sunday, March 24th. BPUMC is hosting a clothing drive that will bless Community Helping Hands, a non profit organization in our own neighborhood.
Community Helping Hands is located in Jamestown. This organization exists to meet the needs of people
while showing them the love of Christ. CHH is all about a "hand up, not a handout." Your donations will be
sorted by volunteers that are gaining work experience. The items that are donated are marked at a low
price and put in their Depot where it is open to the public to shop. They have all kinds of items and are in
need of much more...clothing, furniture, dishes, bedding, pots and pans, retired stoves and fridges, washer
and dryers, books, and the list goes on. They are even willing to pick up items from your home for a small
donation. If you would like more information about this organization visit www.chhny.org. or call 716-4871488.
So please bring your clothing donations, tell your friends and let's get cleaning!! BPUMC will only be collecting clean and gently used clothing on March 24th.

MARCH MADNESS AT BPUMC

Brandon Hatch
Director of Basketball

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. The snow is beginning to melt and soon the
ground will be one big mud puddle. The days get longer and the added sunlight gives us a
few 50-degree days between the last few rounds of blizzards. It’s too snowy to golf and too
muddy to ski, not snowy enough for your snowmobile and not warm enough for the boat.
Sometimes Easter falls in March, but this year it’s not until April…Wait a second, how in the
world is this the most wonderful time of the year?
Oh I remember! The annual BPUMC March Madness Basketball tournament! Once we get a little closer
to the tournament you’ll be able to go to bpumc.com and follow the instructions listed on our homepage
for how to fill out a bracket and join the challenge.
For those of you who aren’t familiar with how this exciting tournament works, here’s a quick rundown of
this year’s schedule:
March 17th – Selection Sunday (where they decide who is in the tournament)
March 19-20th – First Four (these are the equivalent of “wildcard” games, for these teams, they determine if they make the first round of the tournament)
March 21st – The Round of 64 – You’ll need to have all of your picks in because the tournament will begin
and games will continue until the final game on April 8th when a new March Madness champion is
crowned.
Be sure to keep an eye on our website as we get closer to that March 17th date! We’ll keep you posted
for how you can sign up and “join the madness” with our church family!
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facebook.com/bpumc

