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That’s our thing, isn’t it?  As followers 
of Jesus - the Church - we highly value 
the care and feeding of souls.  Dallas 
Willard, in his book Renovation of the 
Heart, says that “our soul is like an in-
ner stream of water, which gives 
strength, direction, and harmony to 
every other element of our life.  When 
that stream is as it should be, we are 
constantly refreshed and exuberant in 
all we do.” 

But healthy souls don’t just happen by 
accident.  It takes time, watchful care, 
and healthy input to nurture a soul.  
Jesus warns us that it’s possible even 
to lose one’s soul (Matthew 16:26).  
“Caring for your soul, allowing it to 
flourish in God’s presence and become 
a gift to the world around you, is the 
primary charge that faces you before 
eternity,” says John Ortberg in Soul 
Keeping:  Caring for the Most Im-
portant Part of You (we’re reading it 
with the church staff  - we highly rec-
ommend it!).   

We are so grateful for to be part of a 
church that has the care of souls in our 
DNA.  The expected pattern estab-
lished for your pastors is to take one 
day a week, one week a year, and one 
month every four years for spiritual 
renewal. This pattern allows us to pull 
away from the constant busy-ness of 
life and makes space to break our hu-
man addiction to being productive.  It 
forces us to leave the needs of world 
and the church in God’s hands for a 
while, and reminds us that, ultimately, 

God doesn’t really need our help to 
make it all work (isn’t it silly how easy 
it is to start thinking that way??). 

This year we will both be taking our 
first month-long spiritual renewal 
leave in seven years.  It’s hard to pull 
away and make time for the soul, but 
it’s important that spiritual leaders 
“put our money where our mouth is” 
and actually do it.  I (Pastor Kristen) 
returned on May 15 from four weeks 
dedicated to things that feed my soul 
and help me rest in the Lord as his 
beloved child.  Pastor Bill will have a 
similar opportunity in August.  I trav-
eled, visited sacred places, worshiped 
with Christian communities in three 
different languages, read good 
books, and spent long hours walking 
in the beauty of God’s creation and 
having long, unhurried conversations 
with my Savior.  What a gift it was to 
enjoy being God’s child, completely 
separate from what I am able (or not) 
to accomplish for God.  Probably pas-
tors especially need that reminder, as 
we face the daily temptation to re-
late to God as our employer! 

As we enter the summer season, we 
encourage you to set aside time for 
the care and feeding of your soul.  
What will, in Ortberg’s words, allow 
it “to flourish in God’s presence and 
become a gift to the world around 
you”?  Think about it, and plan on it.  
It’s worth it! 

Joy in the journey,  

Bill & Kristen 

 

THE CARE & FEEDING 

OF SOULS 
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12 Monday 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM  Safe Sanctuary 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 13 Tuesday 

   7:00 PM Al-Anon  Anniversary 

   7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 14  Wednesday 

    9:00 AM Women for Missions 

    6:30 PM Youth Group 

15 Thursday  

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

17 Saturday  

     7:30 AM  Men’s Bible Study  

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

     8:00 PM Water’s Edge Worship 

18  Sunday Father’s Day / Grad Sun. 

19 Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

20 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

21 Wednesday 

      9:00 AM Women for Missions 

      6:30 PM Youth Group 

 22 Thursday 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

     7:00 PM  Baccalaureate                                                               

                                     (BPUMC) 

 24 Saturday 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

     8:00 PM  Water’s Edge Worship 

25 Sunday  

     9:00 AM Praise on the Lake 

    10:30 AM Linger Longer Picnic 

26 Monday 

     7:00 PM Finance 

27 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  1  Thursday 

       4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

        7:00 PM Flip Side Bible Study 

        7:00 PM Choir Practice 

  3 Saturday 

        7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

        6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

        8:00 PM  Water’s Edge Worship 

 4  Sunday Communion 

        7:-00 PM Point of Grace  

 5  Monday 

        7:00 PM Ad Board 

 6 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

      7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 7  Wednesday 

     9:00 AM Women for Missions 

     6:-00 PM Youth—Water Wars                           

 8  Thursday 

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Flip Side Bible Study 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

10 Saturday 

     8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

     8:00 PM  Water’s Edge Worship 

  11 Sunday  

    10:00 AM Sunday School Brkfst 

     4:00 PM Piano Recital 

 

 

Calendar listings are                  

subject to changes.  Your call is 

always welcome at the church 

office for additional information—

716.386.3401 or e-mail 

bpumc@bpumc.com. 

 

28 Wednesday 

     9:00 AM Women for Missions 

     6:30 PM Youth Group 

      7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 29 Thursday 

     4:00 PM Dinner on Thursday 

        4-7 PM Food Pantry 

     7:00 PM Flip Side Bible Study 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JUNE CALENDAR 

 

   

 

Sundays June 25, July 16, 

August 13 at 9am on the 

Floating Stage in Bemus 

Point.  Come by land or wa-

ter for a contemporary wor-

ship experience with a 

meaningful message!  

 

 

Linger Longer after Praise 

on the Lake on Sunday, 

June 25 in the BP Village 

Park. Hot dogs, watermelon, 

chips, & ice cream                  

sandwiches! 



Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 
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GET POWERED UP THIS SUMMER! 
Kristen Allen                                            

Co-Lead Pastor 
 

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN 

YOUR LIFE? 

“That’s a problem.”  Those three words quickly take me back to my time as an intern at the Chapel in 
Buffalo.  If we rewind a little more in the story, the college pastor, Wes Aarum, was speaking to the 
young adult leaders of Vintage College ministry.  He had asked a simple question, “What is God doing in 
your life?” but the response was an uncomfortable silence.   

As I looked around the room, I wondered “Wow, this many college students willing to give up so much 
of their time to volunteer in this ministry and no one had an answer to that question?”  Then it hit me, 
“Brandon, do you have an answer to that question?” 

Here’s what I know: God is real, God is in personal relationship with believers, and through that rela-
tionship we can expect to see that God is working in each of our lives.  I know there will be “mountains” 
and “valleys” in our walk with the Lord, but I also know that often when I do not see God at work, it is 
simply because I am not looking. 

From that day on at Vintage, each week people shared what God was doing in their lives before wor-
ship.  It was amazing to hear the the change from the first week’s silence to the following weeks of hav-
ing more stories than time to share them.  The difference was not that God started working, it was that 
we started to notice. 

One of the most encouraging moments in the worship ministry this month came after asking the wor-
ship team that same question.  Fully prepared for an awkward silence, I was ecstatic to hear story after 
story of how God is working in their lives.  If you’ve never been asked, “What is God doing in your life?” 
I’d encourage you to take some time in prayer and answer that question.  If you have an answer to that 
question, I challenge you to share that with someone.  I’ll even give you your starting line, “Hey! Could I 
tell you about what God is doing in my life?”  

“In this world you will have trouble,” said Jesus.   

It’s not hard to give a loud “AMEN!” to that truth!  Every day brings chal-

lenges – at home, in the Body of Christ, on a global scale. 

But listen to what Jesus says next:  “In this world you will have trouble.  

But take heart!  I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).   

Jesus offers us that overcoming power.  But the reality is, we Christians 

easily miss out on it.  We often live our lives (at home, in the Body of 

Christ, and on a global scale) as if our own power is all we’ve got to run on.   

This summer, we’ll be spending time exploring the great promise of God’s presence and the power he 

offers in a new message series called Empowered.  Beginning with Pentecost on June 4, we will spend the 

summer in the great stories of the Book of Acts, where we see how the power of God’s Spirit transformed 

a frightened, unequipped group of disciples into people who turned the world upside down.   

Where in your life are you frustrated by a lack of power?  Where does your heart break for your commu-

nity and world?  We’ll see how God’s power can be a game-changer, and a world-changer, for you and me 

and for us as the family of God at BPUMC.    Come get powered up this summer! 

Summer is here!!! We know it because we are in the planning stage for Praise on the 

Lake 2017!  Come by land or lake and gather on the Chautauqua Lake shoreline  at 

the Floating Stage in Bemus Point on Sunday, June 25, July 16, & August 13 at 9am.   

A relaxed setting and a meaningful message accompanied by inspired contemporary 

praise music provide the perfect opportunity to invite friends & family that don’t 

know Jesus or have a home church!   And don’t forget the we’ll LINGER LONGER at 

the Community Hot Dog Picnic in the Bemus Point Village Park following POTL on Sunday, June 25 to 

complete the morning!  In case of severe weather we’ll meet at BPUMC for one service at 9am.  We en-

courage you to go to the Floating Stage first, if we’re not there, we're at the church! 

PRAISE ON THE LAKE! 

Following our first Praise on the Lake of the summer you are invited to LINGER LONGER 

in the Bemus Point Village Park to enjoy the fellowship, hot dogs, chips, watermelon 

and ice cream sandwiches!  We’ll bring the food and games—you bring some friends & 

family!  In case of rain we’ll Linger Longer following the August 13 POTL. 

LINGER LONGER! 



WHAT IS GOD DOING IN 

YOUR LIFE? 

Brandon Hatch                                                                           

Director of Contemporary Music & Technical Arts  

Benny Karlson                                                                 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

“That’s a problem.”  Those three words quickly take me back to my time as an intern at the Chapel in 

Buffalo.  If we rewind a little more in the story, the college pastor, Wes Aarum, was speaking to the young 

adult leaders of Vintage College ministry.  He had asked a simple question, “What is God doing in your 

life?” but the response was an uncomfortable silence.   

As I looked around the room, I wondered “Wow, this many college students willing to give up so much of 

their time to volunteer in this ministry and no one had an answer to that question?”  Then it hit me, 

“Brandon, do you have an answer to that question?” 

Here’s what I know: God is real, God is in personal relationship with believers, and through that relation-

ship we can expect to see that God is working in each of our lives.  I know there will be “mountains” and 

“valleys” in our walk with the Lord, but I also know that often when I do not see God at work, it is simply 

because I am not looking. 

From that day on at Vintage, each week people shared what God was doing in their lives before worship.  

It was amazing to hear the the change from the first week’s silence to the following weeks of having more 

stories than time to share them.  The difference was not that God started working, it was that we started 

to notice. 

One of the most encouraging moments in our worship ministry this month came after asking the worship 

team that same question.  Fully prepared for an awkward silence, I was ecstatic to hear story after story 

of how God is working in their lives.  If you’ve never been asked, “What is God doing in your life?” I’d en-

courage you to take some time in prayer and answer that question.  If you have an answer to that ques-

tion, I challenge you to share that with someone.  I’ll even give you your starting line, “Hey! Could I tell 

you about what God is doing in my life?”  

“No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it,[a] but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past 
and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heaven-
ly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.”  Philippians 3:13-14 (NLT) 
 

I would like to focus on the word calling.  This scripture is my heart for all of us.  Jesus has or is calling all of 

us.  Think back to what it looks like when someone calls you.  It is because they have something to tell you. 

We all have received calls from Jesus, but the struggle sometimes comes, when it is our turn to listen, espe-

cially to “God’s quite voice.”  He has called all of us to a race that is designed for you specifically. We all 

need to be looking to achieve our eternal glory.  As I write this last newsletter for BPUMC, I pray that each of 

you will stop and listen to God’s call for your life. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 



CELEBRATING OUR PAST & 

PRESENT THROUGH MUSIC 

Carolyn Barnes,                                                               

Director of Traditional Worship 

“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present.”             

              Bil Keane 

Over the years the following people, many of whom you already know, have provided a 

treasure of music for us. The Chancel Choir will be performing these compositions by 

BPUMC composers during the month of June at the eleven o’clock traditional service.  We 

invite and encourage you to celebrate their lives and music with us. 

On Sunday, June 4 we’ll celebrate Andy Travis who arranged “The Lord Is In His Holy Tem-

ple” & “Piano Muse.”  Andy lived from 1927 - 2009 and is best known as the BPUMC Men’s Choir Director 

for many years for a group of men large enough to fill a stage.   Performing regularly at our church as well as 

many other churches, their music included a variety of both light and religious songs.  Even after his untime-

ly accident he continued to conduct and write arrangements with the gracious help of wife, Grace, who con-

tinues to sing in the choir today. 

Jessie Blowers Galloway Tibbitts, 1896 -2000, wrote many gospel-missionary songs during WWII at her old, 

square Chickering parlor piano while her sons entered the armed service.  She said,  “It was good therapy for 

me while our boys were away and it strengthened our faith.”  Possibly her crowning achievement was her 

composition, “Our Chautauqua” which was performed during Sunday vespers at the Amphitheater.  One of 

her sons, Dick Galloway and his wife Janice, currently worship with us at BPUMC.  We look forward to sing-

ing her composition “Blest Son of God” in worship on Sunday, June 11. 

On June 18 we’ll sing “Hold On!” written by Sandra Makuch, an active church member serving in our music 

choir and music ministry.  Sandra served BPUMC as choir director for many years and presently teaches vo-

cal music in the Westfield Central School District.  She is waiting for her new musical “Kitty” (play write, John 

Keating) to be published and performed in theaters.  Her love for the Lord is evident and her beautiful                

anthems exemplify that.  Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

 

On Sunday, June 11 at 4 pm piano students of Carolyn Barnes & Val Nunn will be play-

ing a beautiful program and ending with a crowning moment, Toccata for Piano by          

Khachaturian, an electrifying finale played by Timothy Frudd, graduating senior & Helga 

Hulse-Mozart Club scholarship winner.  Others from our church include Katie Allen 

playing her interpretation of Gymnopedie and Will Allen playing the dynamic touch 

piece Toccata Brilliante.  Other students as well from the surrounding area will be par-

ticipating.  The program is short in length with light refreshments to follow.  Your presence will be an en-

couragement to our students who are developing their God-given talent. 

PIANO RECITAL ON JUNE 11 
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T H E  B R E E Z E  

Tom Holland                                                    

Director of Faith Activation 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 

slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  Even so the body is not made up of 

one part but of many.”  1 Corinthians 12:12-14 

We are the body of Christ on Earth! What do you think about that!?! The body of Christ on earth. 

Isn’t that amazing? God allows us to be Christ to those around us. We are filled with the Holy Spirit 

and we have the chance to bless those in need whether physical needs, emotional needs, spiritual 

needs, etc.  

It is, however, important to understand that we are not each individually the body of Christ but WE 

as the church are the body of Christ. Each of us individually has a role in the body. If we read further 

in 1 Corinthians we see that some of us are eyes or ears or hands or feet, etc. We each are a differ-

ent part of the body but we are ALL necessary for the body to be effective. We need the “feet” to go 

where God calls, the “hands” to give food to the hungry, the “arms” to embrace the broken and 

hurting, the “mouths” to share the good news and so on and so on.  

We as a church cannot be wholly effective without YOU! We at BPUMC cannot effectively do all that 

God is calling us to do without you being a healthy and active part of the body. 

If you are ready to find out where you fit in the body or you are ready to step up and be an active 

participant in the body then I would love to get to sit down with you and learn about who you are, 

where you have been, what your gifts are and how we can plug you into BPUMC. 

Please feel free to call me at 716-386-3401 or email me at thomasholland@bpumc.com.  I look for-

ward to talking to you!! 

WHERE DO YOU FIT?  

“God shapes the world by prayer.  The more praying there is in the world the better the world will 

be, the mightier the forces against evil.”  Mother Theresa 

The best way to learn how to do something is to begin doing it. This is especially true of prayer. We 

can read all we want about prayer but until we actually start praying we will never become profi-

cient in it. 

On June 18th we will be starting our Sunday morning prayer meeting/class at 10am in the Ellery 

Room. During this time we will be spending a couple of minutes talking about prayer but mostly we 

will be actively praying for our Church, our community, country, and the world. As we come togeth-

er in this time of prayer we have the potential, through Jesus our Lord, to change the world and 

definitely to change and grow ourselves. Hope to see you there! 

SUNDAY PRAYER MEETING / CLASS  



                        PREPARE & ENRICH 
"Dear Children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth." 1 John 3:18  

‘Tis the season for weddings. We have been busy preparing for upcoming marriages all year 

long—not just for that special day but to equip couples for a happy, healthy, strong Christ- 

centered relationship. God truly honors marriages and we honor Him by walking along side 

couples as they look ahead to some of the challenges they may face. BPUMC has developed a wonderful 

marriage mentoring program and partners with Prepare-Enrich.com. The mission of Prepare-Enrich is to 

"equip marriage champions, couples, and families with evidence-based skills and insight to foster healthy 

relationships." An engaged couple will meet for 8 sessions with an our amazing married couples who have 

faced some of the obstacles that come with the territory.  Our goal is that you enter your marriage more 

fully prepared to enjoy it and to take its challenges with insight and hope.  

We know your time is valuable and much planning is done during this memorable time, so keep in mind 

that the program usually takes 10 weeks to complete.  If you are engaged, know someone who is engaged 

or want to take a step to strengthen your marriage, please contact brittabrown@bpumc.com.  We would 

be happy to provide you with great resources, information and loving people that can prepare you for 

one of the most important steps of your lives. 

Charlie Hodges                                                   

Volunteer Coordinator, Missions & Outreach 

Britta Brown                                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational Care   

ON A MISSION 

 

 As summer approaches, we look forward to many ways BPUMC can continue to reach out in Jesus’ 

name to those in need. Right now our project list is long. Please take a look and let me know if anything 

peaks your interest; 

1.  Demolished garage cleanup on 11th St. in Jamestown 

2.  Install a 36 inch exterior door at a wheelchair ramp we constructed 

3.  Wheelchair ramp construction in Stow 

4.  MHA floor paint 

5. Nehemiah House projects (tub drain, washer/dryer replacement, cleaning, scrape and paint house) 

6. UCAN City Mission projects 

I have been sitting with the Jamestown Mayor's Task Force led by the United Way to discuss how best to 

use the grant money allocated by the state to alleviate poverty in the city. It has been an interesting pro-

cess. Local agencies are now submitting grant applications. Please pray that these funds will indeed 

make a difference and at least some of the funds will go to agencies declaring The Gospel.  

You may contact me at chash51@yahoo.com or call the church office for more information about these 

projects and how you can be a part of spreading the Good News of Jesus! 

spoke about the various programs offered and how lives are being touched and changed thru this minis-



 

BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky and their family to offer delicious home cooked meals every Thursday 

from September through June.  Below is the menu for the month.  Orders should be received in the church office 

by 4:00 pm the prior Monday.  The meals may be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center 

or you may stay and enjoy the meal with friends.                                                                                                                                                             

Pick up an extra meal and take it to someone who is alone and would love the company & fellowship.   

JUNE MENU 

June 1     June 15 

Chicken & Biscuits   Stuffed Peppers 
Mashed Potatoes   Mashed Potatoes 
Super Salad Bar    Corn 
     Super Salad Bar 
    

June 8     June 22   June 29  - Picnic Dinner 

Traditional Lasagna   Pork Steak   Hot Dogs & Hamburgers 
Pistachio Salad    Baked Potatoes   Mac Salad & Beans 
Super Salad Bar    Super Salad Bar   Potato Chips 

REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult   $7.00 

  Child (under 10) $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

DINNER ON THURSDAY 

Rest in peace 

Flipper!  And  

welcome Gilda! 

Thank you Jodie & all 

our gardeners! The 

weeds were conquered! 

A fun & productive 

day for the ladies!  

Thank you Katie 

Graham for sharing 

your gift with us! 

Well done guys!  The garage 

looks great & the freshly 

painted walls are beautiful! 


