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79% of American adults say they have 

prayed at least once in the last three 

months, according to a 2017 study by 

the Barna Research Group.  “Prayer is 

by far the most common spiritual prac-

tice among Americans,” says Roxanne 

Stone, Barna’s editor in chief. “The vast 

majority of Americans—no matter 

their religious affiliation or non-

affiliation—participate in some kind of 

prayer activity.” 

Lots of people pray.  Christians no 

doubt pray even more often than aver-

age Americans.   

So if prayer is already such a normal 

part of our lives, why all this emphasis 

here at BPUMC on learning to pray 

and committing to pray?   

Because God has so much more of 

himself to give us – and we will miss it 

if we are content to stay where we are.  

God is inviting us deeper into prayer, 

no matter where we are at on that 

journey.  God is calling us to be a pray-

ing church. 

What do we mean when talk about 

becoming “A Praying Church?”  In a 

sense, every church is “a praying 

church,” because every church has 

people who pray.  But we want prayer 

to be our first language, our passion, 

and the wind in our sails.  So we are 

putting some measurable muscle be-

hind that term.  One United Method-

ist Bishop encourages his churches to 

be “praying churches” by having at 

least one series or small group on 

prayer each year, a weekly gathering 

for prayer, and a certain number of 

people in the church who commit to 

pray daily.  We thought that was a 

good place to start!  Our “What 

Would Jesus Pray” sermon series and 

small groups got a lot of us asking, 

“Lord, teach us to pray.”  We gather 

weekly on Wednesday nights at 7 PM 

for prayer (all ages are welcome!).  

And we are inviting people to commit 

to pray for 15 minutes a day for the 

rest of 2018.  We have 158 so far, 

and counting!  If you would like to 

join that number, send us an e-mail 

or a note and we would love to have 

you! 

If you were in worship on June 24, 

you heard some powerful testimo-

nies of how God has been moving in 

response to our prayers.  We can’t 

wait to see what he has for us next!  

The best is yet to come! 

Joy in the journey,  

Bill & Kristen 

 

 

A PRAYING 

CHURCH 



 

 

 28 Saturday 

         1-4 PM RFKC Training (MM) 

29 Sunday 

30 Monday  

     9AM-12PM VBS 

31 Tuesday 

         9AM-12PM VBS 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

 

AUGUST 

1 Wednesday 

     9A-12P VBS 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

 2 Thursday 

     9A-12P VBS 

3 Friday 

     9A-12P VBS 

4 Saturday 

    7:30 AM  Men’s Bible Study 

5 Sunday  

6 Monday 

7 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

8 Wednesday 

      7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

9 Thursday 

        4-7 PM Food Pantry 

11 Saturday 

     7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

12 Sunday 

     9:00 AM RFKC  

13  Monday 

     8:00 AM RFKC 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

14 Tuesday 

     8:00 AM RFKC  

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

15 Wednesday 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

     8:00 AM RFKC 

 16 Thursday 

     8:00 AM RFKC 

 

 1  Sunday Communion 

 2  Monday 

     6:30 PM Ad Board  

 3 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

 4  Wednesday 

     Happy 4th of July! 

 5  Thursday 

 7 Saturday 

     7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 

 8 Sunday  

 9  Monday 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 10 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon   

 11  Wednesday 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

 12 Thursday 

     6:30 pm Youth at the Padd Pond 

 14 Saturday  

     8:00 AM  Men’s Work Day at                      

    Nehemiah House  

15  Sunday  

16 Monday 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

17 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

18 Wednesday 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting 

 19 Thursday 

 21 Saturday 

     7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

22 Sunday  

23 Monday 

     6:30 PM Finance 

24 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

25 Wednesday 

     7:00 pm Prayer Meeting  

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 26 Thursday 

        4-7 PM Food Pantry 

 

 

 

Calendar listings are                  

subject to changes.  Your call is 

always welcome at the church 

office for additional information—

716.386.3401 or e-mail 

bpumc@bpumc.com. 

18 Saturday 

     7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

19 Sunday  

20 Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

21 Tuesday 

   7:00 PM Al-Anon   

 22  Wednesday 

     7:00 PM Prayer Meeting     

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

23 Thursday  

     4-6 PM Food Pantry 

25 Saturday 

26  Sunday 

    10:00 AM Worship at Midway Pk 

    11:30 AM “Love Your Neighbor” 

 27 Monday 

     6:30 PM Finance 

28 Tuesday 

     6:30 PM Ad Board Meeting 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

29 Wednesday 

      7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 30 Thursday 

      

                                                                 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JULY—AUGUST CALENDAR 
 

   



Brandon Hatch                                                                           

Director of Contemporary Music & Technical Arts  A CHURCH THAT LOVES TO 

WORSHIP 
  

If you’ve ever wondered what our guest artists ask the staff worship leader before a concert, here is 

just a glimpse of what those conversations look like: 

“Do I need to cover up my tattoos?”   

“Will people be upset that I’m wearing a hat?”   

“If we ask people to stand and sing at a ‘concert’ would they be open to that?” 

 While its unfortunate that some of these questions are asked because artists have had negative past 

experiences in churches, I am always grateful that I get to respond to these questions with a chuckle 

and a comforting reply, “Don’t worry about it, this is a great church.  This is a church that loves to         

worship.” 

While I was in college, I had the incredible opportunity to travel with a worship band to all sorts of 

churches, schools, camps, and other venues and lead worship.  I met many wonderful people and 

churches along the way, but one thing that stuck out to me is that many churches don’t worship like 

BPUMC.  To clarify, many churches sing the great songs we sing.  Many churches have great worship 

teams like ours.  Many churches even have beautiful facilities filled with great people like ours.  But, 

the heart for worship at BPUMC is a special one that has been a part of our culture for many years. 

This heart for worship is important to stop and notice.  Just like a fish doesn’t know it needs water until 

it’s flopping around on land, we can take our church’s heart for worship for granted.  When we have 

outside artists come for a concert, they see this heart with fresh eyes and our worshipping church            

consistently blesses them.   

This church is a consistent blessing for me to lead in worship as well.  I love to be a part of a community 

of believers that are constantly spurring one another on to see where God is working and join in. This is 

what it means to be a church that loves to worship.  It’s ultimately not about the music; it’s about our 

focus.  That’s why tattoos, music styles, and hats shouldn’t be able to hold a candle to distracting us 

from worshipping the omnipotent King of the Universe.   

Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 

    and let us exalt his name together!   

Psalm 34:3 



  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR 

SUMMER WORSHIP 

"Jesus replied: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the first commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself." Matthew 22:37-39 

We want to thank everyone who helped make the Block Party a truly wonderful event. Even though we 

were not able to be in the Village Park we still had great time gathering together and may-

be that is just what God wanted us to experience—how wonderful it is to be in fellowship 

with one another.  As I looked around that church that Sunday afternoon, I couldn't help 

but feel a sense of unity.  There are many details that go into planning and having events 

and it's truly a blessing when we all come together and work as a team. 

The Love your Neighbor, Midway Park event is coming fast, so let’s keep the momentum going!  

On August 26th we will be blessing our community with a day at Midway Park and we need our church 

families’ help.  We have been reaching out to the community and invitations 

have been sent.  Our hope is that each new family that participates would feel 

loved and welcomed.  Connecting new friends  with another family, couple or 

individual that is already part of our church family will help create that loving 

atmosphere.  Please join in the fun and contact brittabrown@bpumc. com or 

call the church if you would like to serve in this way.   You never know, this 

maybe a divine appointment for someone to experience God's love for them.  

So be in prayer and spread the word!  Let's make this event a gift to our community and show our neigh-

bors how much we love them.  The spirit of God is alive in this place and creating great opportunities for 

us to experience and share His love.  To God be the glory!   

PS—Worship that morning will be one service at 10am at the Lakeside Pavilion at Midway Park! poke 

Carolyn Barnes                                                                   

Director of Traditional Worship  

 

 

                  

    As the Chancel Choir closes out its season, it is our sincere hope that the choral music heard  

  each traditional  service has enhanced your worship experience and inspired you.  The choir will  

  be taking a short break and will return in September.  A note of gratitude goes to the choir and  

  all those voices who joined in to fill the loft on special occasions!   If you see a choir member  

  why not take the time to express your words of appreciation for their ministry. 

We welcome first time volunteer vocalists as well as returning Chancel Choir in the fall to be a part of this out-

standing ministry.  Hope to see all of you at the Start-back picnic at Nancy Thoman’s on Thursday, September 

6th at 6 pm.  Contact Carolyn Barnes at fourstanzas@yahoo.com for additional details. 

During the summer months a variety of fresh music will be presented.   On July 1 Will & Louise Ortman present a 

French horn duo.  Over the summer we’ll welcome vocal trios by the Allen & Richardson families, solos by Holley 

Bland, Becca Ottaway, Barb Cheney, and Genny Peterson.  We are fortunate for these volunteers and others 

who will bless us with such a  wonderful variety of music. You won’t want to miss being in attendance!  Happy 

Summer 2018! 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
Britta Brown                                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational Care   



 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

 TAKING THE NEXT STEP 

A parent came to me with a wonderful idea a couple months back that we create more opportuni-

ties for families to serve together. It’s so important for families to study God’s word together, to 

pray together, and to worship together, but I believe it goes beyond that.  Teaching children to 

serve those around them at a young age is so important, and what better way to guide them in 

serving than to serve with their families. I reached out to St. Susan’s Soup Kitchen, where they are 

always looking for more volunteers to serve. There are a variety of ways to serve at the soup 

kitchen that are appropriate for a variety of ages, and they loved the idea of families serving to-

gether. If you are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity, contact Katie Murdock at  

716-664-2253. The volunteer hours each week are as follows: 

Monday - Friday: - 9 am - noon &  2 pm - 4:30 pm                                                                                                     

Saturday & Sunday: - 10:30 am - 2 pm 

     What a beautiful thing it is to see parents modeling service to 

     their children, and children following in their footsteps. I  

     challenge you to find opportunities to serve together as a  

     family, whether that be at St. Susan’s or elsewhere. There  

     are so many different ways to serve in our community and in 

     our church, and I really encourage you to take this next step 

     together as a family.  

“But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." - Joshua 24:15 

 

 

 
 MONDAY ~ FRIDAY                                         

JULY 30 ~ AUGUST 3                                   

9AM TIL 12 NOON 

For Pre-K through 6th grades                                        

5-12 grades serve as crew leaders 

Sign up on line at www.bpumc.com or in the 

Gallery at any time. 

 

Heidi Hatch                                                                       

Director of Children’s Ministry  



Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 
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 E-TEAM 2018  
Tom Holland                                        

Director of Youth Ministry 
 

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN 

YOUR LIFE? 

Are you curious about this thing called the E-Team?  Let me take a moment to 

share with you the who, what, when, where, and how this summer outreach pro-

gram works!  As with all youth events you are welcome to support this great min-

istry through prayer, encouragement, and monetary contributions.  I would love to 

share more information with you. Please contact me at                                                          

thomasholland@bpumc.com or give me a call at 716-386-3401. 

What is E-Team? 

“E” stands for enthusiasm, encouragement, energy, and (especially) evangelism. 

First and foremost E-Team is an opportunity to share the love of Christ in our community.  It is also 

an opportunity for you to take your next step in your walk with Christ, in expanding your comfort 

zone and in growing as a leader.  Last, but not least, it is also a lot of fun. 

What do we do? 

We learn how to share our faith through talking to people, per-

forming skits and/or music pieces, teaching via object lessons, and 

praying with others. 

When is E-Team? 

Here is our preliminary schedule: 

June 25th-29th: Training camp at BPUMC from 9-4 

Tuesday, July 3—Saturday, August 18 - visits to community sites 

around Chautauqua County. 

Wednesday, July 4th—The Mayville 4th of July Parade at 10am! 

Who can attend? 

Anyone in 7th - 12th grade 

Our week goes from Tuesday through Saturday each week.  We meet at the 

church at 9am and head out via bus to our locations.  Then head back to 

the church. Parents can 

pick up at 4pm. 

 



P A G E  7  

T H E  B R E E Z E  

Tim Swauger                                                  

Director of Outreach & Discipleship 

News from the Mission Commission 

The Mission Commission met June 18 and made contributions of $7,100 to the following partners 

in mission: Choose Life Jamestown - $500; Community Helping Hands—$500; Gideons Internation-

al (Jamestown chapter) - $500; IMPACT (Tom Holland) - $600; Family Life Network—$1,000; UCAN 

Men’s Mission—$1,000; Mission Aviation Fellowship (Greenwalds) - $1,000; Trans World Radio 

(Stobbes) - $1,000; Voice of the Martyrs—$1,000.  $2,821 will be held in reserve for emergency 

needs and the remaining budget of $2,821 will be allocated at a later date.  Ideas were discussed 

to highlight the ministries of our mission partners to the church. 

Reflections on Outreach and Discipleship 

At the Block Party on June 24th we had a wonderful time celebrating with congregation members 

and others from the community our shared connection with Christ.  On Tuesday, June 26 our 

WWJP Small Group Facilitators got together for a picnic to celebrate the conclusion of our spring 

small group series focused on prayer.     

What a contrast these gatherings are to the divisiveness and conflict we see in our country and the 

world today.   It reminds me of the fellowship experienced by the new believers in Acts 2:42-47 in 

the midst of all the turmoil, injustices and animosity that existed in First Century, occupied Israel. 

God’s powerful grace brought them together and drew others to encounter the joy of a people ex-

periencing relationship with God and others in ways theirworld could not offer. 

If the Holy Spirit is orchestrating our experiences of oneness with God and fellow believers then we 

will sense His leading to share it with others.  We'll find ourselves having a deep yearning from God 

to reach those who are having to live life in the world's turmoil without hope, support and encour-

agement. 

One avenue through wyou can express this yearning is our worship ser-

vice and “Love Your Neighbor” End of Summer Celebration on Sunday, 

August 26. Through this event we pray many vulnerable kids and fami-

lies from the Bemus/Ellery community will experience that special bond 

of supernatural love with God and His people.  Please pray that many 

kids (100+) and families turn out for that event.  Pray they experience 

the embrace of Christ through you, His people.  Focus on some families and kids who need this 

event and use it as an opportunity to befriend them, pray for them and invite them to attend. Pray 

that these new relationships result in lasting discipleship opportunities. 

ON A MISSION 



 

Bemus Point 

United Methodist Church 

4954 Bemus-Ellery Rd 

Bemus Point, NY  14712 

Phone: 716-386-3401 

Fax: 716-386-7370 

www.bpumc.com 

facebook.com/bpumc 

E-mail: info@bpumc.com 


