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What We
Celebrated

Here we are in that cold and snowy
season of the year again! We hear the
roar of snowmobiles going past the
church, see cross-country ski tracks
here and there around the village, and
breathe the comforting smell of wood
smoke curling from our neighbors’
chimneys. Despite the discomfort of
the cold, and the difficulty of traveling
in the snow, it really is a beautiful season. The snow on the trees has been
spectacular to see, day after day! How
blessed we are to have such beauty all
around us, and to have four seasons to
enjoy!

we make spring cleaning a part of our
yearly routine at home, during Lent
we let the Holy Spirit do some
“spring cleaning” in our lives so we
can enter the Easter season lighter,
more at peace, and more open to
God’s resurrection power at work in
us.

Lent begins every year with Ash
Wednesday, which this year is February 14. If you’ve never come to our
Ash Wednesday worship service, you
will be glad you did this year! Then
the following Sunday, Feb. 18, we’ll
begin our new message series called
Our life together as a community of
REAL JESUS. This will give you the
faith has seasons too, and a new one is opportunity to get to know Jesus
almost upon us. The season of Lent – better (and let Jesus get to know you
the 40 days leading up to Easter – is a better too!). Keep your eyes open
special time for followers of Jesus.
for all the various opportunities for
Think of the special rituals and activispiritual growth that will happen
ties that mark each of our four seasons, throughout the season of Lent, right
and how you look forward to making
up through Easter Sunday.
them part of your life each year. Lent
What a joy it is to have different seahas those special rituals and activities
sons and to welcome the gifts each
too that become more and more preone brings! We look forward to sharcious to us the longer we walk with Jeing the season of Lent with you!
sus. During this season we find ways to
Joyfully Yours,
listen to God in new ways and get to
know him better. We gather for special Pastors Kristen & Bill
times of worship on days like Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday. Just like
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR

1 Thursday
1:oo PM
4-6:30 P
7:00 PM
3 Saturday
7:30 AM
6:00 PM
4 Sunday
10:30 AM
7:00 PM
5 Monday
7:00 PM
6 Tuesday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7 Wednesday
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
8 Thursday
1:oo PM
4-6:30 P
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
10 Saturday
9:00 AM
6:00 PM
11 Sunday
10:30 AM
7:00 PM
12 Monday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
13 Tuesday
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
14 Wednesday
9:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Ladies Bible Study
Dinner on Thursday
Choir Practice
Men’s Bible Study
Flip Side Hang-Out
Communion
Confirmation Class
Prayer
Ad Board
Al-Anon
Praise Band Rehearsal
Women for Missions
Youth Group
Ladies Bible Study
Dinner on Thursday
Flip Side Hang-Out
Choir Practice
Dist. Learning Day
Flip Side Hang-Out
Confirmation Class
Prayer
Trustees
Safe Sanctuary
Prayer Shawls
Al-Anon
Praise Band Rehearsal
Women for Missions
Youth Group
Ash Wednesday Serv.

15 Thursday
1:oo PM
Ladies Bible Study
4-6:30 P
Dinner on Thursday
6:00 PM
Flip Side Hang-Out
7:00 PM
Choir Practice
17 Saturday
7:30 AM
Men’s Bible Study
6:00 PM
Flip Side Hang-Out
18 Sunday
10:30 AM
Confirmation Class
7:00 PM
Prayer
19 Monday
6:30 PM
SPRC
20 Tuesday
7:00 PM
Al-Anon
7:00 PM
Praise Band Rehearsal
21 Wednesday
9:00 AM
Women for Missions
22 Thursday
1:oo PM
Ladies Bible Study
4-6:30 PM
Dinner on Thursday
4-6 PM
Food Pantry
6:00 PM
Flip Side Hang-Out
7:00 PM
Choir Practice
24 Saturday
6:00 PM
Flip Side Hang-Out
25 Sunday
10:30 AM
Confirmation Class
7:00 PM
Prayer
26 Monday
6:30 PM
Finance
27 Tuesday
7:00 PM
Al-Anon
7:00 PM
Praise Band Rehearsal
28 Wednesday
9:00 AM
Women for Missions
6:30 PM
Youth Group

LOOKING AHEAD...
MINI GOLF AT BPUMC!
March 18-24
New Beginnings: Wed. 3/21
Open Golf: Fri. 3/23
Men’s Tourney: Sat. 3/24

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS NOW!
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wednesday, February 14
7pm in the Sanctuary
~~~
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Friday, March 30
7pm in the Sanctuary
~~~
EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday, April 1
7am Sunrise (I-86 Overlook),
8:30 & 10am Contemporary,
and 11am Traditional
~~~
PRAISE ON THE LAKE
Sundays, June 24, July 15, &
August 12 at 9am on the Floating Stage in BP
~~~
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday-Friday, July 30—
August 3 from 9am-12pm
~~~
ROYAL FAMILY KIDS’ CAMP
Monday—Friday, August 13-17

Calendar listings are
subject to changes. Your
call is always welcome at
the church office for
additional information—
716.386.3401 or e-mail
bpumc@bpumc.com.

COMING SOON! “REAL JESUS”
Who is the real Jesus? Most of us have a some kind of picture of Jesus in our heads: the gentle shepherd holding a lamb, the strict religious leader urging his hearers away from sin, the
revolutionary who angered the powerful establishment, the peacemaker who loved the unlovable. But how can we move past our pictures and get to know the real Jesus? And what
would happen if we let the real Jesus show up in our lives? Our new message series REAL
JESUS begins on Sunday, February 18.

BPUMC WELCOMES THE HOUGHTON COLLEGE
CHOIR ON MARCH 2

FI

BPUMC is thrilled to welcome the Houghton College Choir on Friday,
March 2 at 7pm in the Worship Center. Admission is free but a freewill offering will be taken to help cover expenses for this beautiful
event.
For over 80 years the Houghton College Choir has committed itself to world-class performances
rooted in the sacred a cappella tradition. The College Choir has performed in renowned concert
halls and churches across the United States and abroad.
Widely acclaimed for its artistry and sensitivity, the Houghton College Choir upholds the sacred
a cappella choral tradition of its origins, while flexibly embracing a diversity of choral styles.
Whether performing a renaissance mass setting, a baroque motet, or an African American spiritual, the choir delights in well-crafted sacred choral music.
The College Choir has performed at the Vatican, Lincoln Center, Cathedral of St. Josephs in
Hartford, Heinz Memorial Chapel in Pittsburgh, the Basilica of St. Mary’s in Minneapolis, Fourth
Presbyterian Church in Chicago, and Church of the Holy Trinity at Rittenhouse Square in Philadelphia. Concert tours have taken the choir all across the world including performances in Austria, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany, Poland, Russia, South
Korea and Spain. The choir has been invited to sing for state and divisional American Choral
Directors Association chapters and the National Association of Music Education conferences.
Additional performances include the United Nations, World Council of Churches, and the Association of Evangelicals National Convention. Choral-orchestral partners have included the Buffalo Philharmonic, Rochester Philharmonic & Southern Tier Symphony Orchestras.
Please join us on March 2! If you would like to help with plans surrounding the concert please
contact Suzanne Allen at 716-386-3401 or suzanneallen@bpumc.com.
THE

BREEZE
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CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY
WORSHIP
ETERNITY
COMING &
SOON!
“REAL JESUS”

Brandon Hatch
Director of Contemporary Worship

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea,
and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
Revelation 5:13

Have you ever wondered why in the world we are singing songs at church? I ask myself this question
regularly and I arrive at a variety of answers. I’ve made the case in past newsletter articles that worship
is of great importance because it shapes the affections of our hearts. That’s true. Another case for worship is that from the earliest Christian church (and our Jewish roots before that), the people of God sang
songs unto God. That is also true. All sorts of cases can be made (and you’ll probably see more of them
in future newsletters), but I believe the greatest case for why we should not only worship, but take seriously the practice of worship, comes in the book of Revelation.
In the scripture above, Revelation 5:13, we read that all of creation will one day sing the praises of God.
What an amazing vision: every creature in heaven and earth worshiping God together. This is the great
picture that the book of Revelation paints: all of creation restored and united in worship of God. Revelation shows us that worship is important because worshiping God is what all of creation was made to do
for all eternity.
Now, here’s where I think we get mixed up. We read the worship in Revelation in light of our current
weekly worship instead of the other way around. Worship leaders like to say something in the middle of
a song like, “If you don’t like singing you’re going to hate heaven!” as though worship in the New Creation means we are going to float around singing “Amazing Grace” all the time. That picture of Heaven
sells Scripture’s vision of the New Creation short. When we look at our weekly worship through the lens
of the worship in Revelation, I think a better expression may be “If you don’t like Jesus, then you’re going to hate heaven!”
Look at that passage above again, all of creation is united together for the worship of Jesus. I have no
idea what it will sound like. But I do know that when all things are put to right and every tear is wiped
from our eyes and we join with all of creation in worshipping God together, you’re going to love it. You
were created for it. You’re going to love it not because it will sound better than anything you’ve ever
heard (though I’m sure it will), but because our risen Savior will be standing before us.
Our worship at BPUMC or any church for that matter is of great importance because we are practicing
what we were created to do for all of eternity. Yet, our present worship is like being able to see just the
corner of the Mona Lisa. We’ve been given a great blessing in our glimpse of eternity, but it is still a
glimpse. As you worship this week, I encourage you to imagine that incredible day that will one day arrive and to see our weekly worship at BPUMC through that lens.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Heidi Hatch
Director of Children’s Ministry

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few
cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more
into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her
poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on. ‘”
Mark 12:1-44

56

This month in Power Up the kids have been learning about commitment. The Orange curriculum defines commitment as “making a plan and putting it into practice.” It’s been so cool to
learn about this concept of commitment as we kick off this New Year. So many people set big
goals each year that fizzle out over time due to a lack of commitment. This past week we told
the story in Mark 12 about the widow’s offering. Many wealthy people gave large amounts of
money in the temple, and the widow came with only two coins. Yet even though the widow
had so little, she gave everything that she had. Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, this
poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live on”. What a great example this widow is to us of what it looks like to be totally committed to Christ. She didn’t hold
anything back, but gave all she had, knowing that he would take care of her every need. My
prayer for the people and families of this church is that we will be truly committed to the
things of Christ. I pray that in this New Year we will be all-in, not holding back, and ready to
commit to whatever the Lord has for us.

DINNER ON THURSDAY
Bob & Sue Verbosky offer a
wonderful home-cooked
meal every Thursday between 4—6:30pm.
Meals may be eaten here
with friends or taken out.
Orders should be received in
the church office by 4:00 pm
the prior Monday. Please
consider ordering an extra
meal and take it to someone
who is alone and would love
the company and fellowship.
ADULTS: $7 &
CHILDREN UNDER 10: $4

FEBRUARY MENU
February 1

February 15

Homemade Vegetable Soup
Sloppy Joe on a Bun
Super Salad Bar
Dessert

Meatloaf & Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Corn
Super Salad Bar
Dessert

February 8

February 22

Chicken Breast w/ Gravy
Scalloped Potatoes
Rolls & Butter
Super Salad Bar
Dessert

Caption
describing
Spaghetti w/ Meat
Sauce
picture
or
Bread & Buttergraphic.

Super Salad Bar
Dessert
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Tim Swauger
Coordinator of Mission & Outreach

This past December, BPUMC accepted the challenge to share the love of Jesus with children in
Chautauqua County who have a parent in prison. Families purchased a Christmas gift for 35
children given on behalf of the child’s incarcerated parent. These wrapped gifts, each with a
special message attached from their parent, were then delivered by an awesome group of servants from BPUMC. Fourteen people of all ages braved the cold, snowy weather to deliver the gifts, age
appropriate Gospel material, and a treat from our church family. It was such a blessing for those delivering to not only meet the children and caregivers but pray with and for them!
One of the delivery team members recounts their delivery to a home of two children
being cared for by their grandmother. “In tears, the grandmother shared how her
daughter was sent to prison for some bad choices. She was hoping and praying her
daughter would be released soon so she could be reunited with her children. We asked
her if we could pray with her and she eagerly agreed. We all held hands in the living
room and prayed as grandma wept for her daughter and grandchildren. As we left she
expressed gratitude for the gifts and our prayer.”
In addition to the gift deliveries, another 20 children were supported through cash donations that were
sent directly to Angel Tree Ministry. THANK YOU so much for all who participated in this special ministry!

Are you ready to get
on the road?
Disaster Recovery
Mission Trip

April 15th – April 21st
Destination: Lumberton, NC
Estimated Cost $250 per person
(includes transportation, food, housing & materials)
Cheryl Evan will be in the Connect Room (next to the Café) on Sunday, Jan. 28 following both the 8:30 &
10am services to answer questions & reserve your spot.
You may also contact Cheryl at cherylevan25@gmail.com or 716-450-2404.

Britta Brown
Coordinator of Congregational Care

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourself,
not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others."
Philippians 2:3-4

Caring for others is what God desires for all of us. We spend a great amount of time thinking
about care giving and how we can meet individuals’ needs. What we know to be true is that
effective care giving is seeing individuals through Jesus’ eyes. I’m reminded of the story in the
Bible where Jesus meets the adulterous woman who was about to be stoned and He shows
kindness and compassion. I imagine Jesus, father-like, sitting with the adulterous woman, telling his daughter how amazing she is, and inviting her into freedom. What if we invite the Holy
Spirit to work through us and meet people right where they're at? We would be offering them
healing and showing God's love towards them. It doesn’t mean we that fix their problems but
that we are patient when they stumble. Hoping someone makes changes is good, but let's take
it further by focusing on what Jesus wants to do through us. I believe that's the love Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 13. We need to be intentional about sitting down with our son, daughter, neighbor, co-worker, employee, whomever, and pray with them, encourage them, invite
them to church or possibly help them find biblical counseling. If you are in need of counseling
or know someone who is, BPUMC would be happy to provide you with a list of wonderful counselor in our area. Please contact brittabrown@bpumc.com for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

So let's pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help us step out of our comfort zone and allow Jesus to
work through us!

FOOD PANTRY SHOPPING LIST
BPUMC FOOD PANTRY – SERVING THE COMMUNITY!
The BPUMC Food Pantry serves families & individuals in need of a loving hand within our Town of
Ellery community and those in our church family. The food pantry has open hours on the last
Thursday of every month from 4-6pm. If you or someone you know is in need of items from our
pantry, please contact brittabrown@bpumc.com

Shopping List:
Cereal
Peanut butter
Mayo
Oatmeal
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed mashed potatoes
Pasta

Mac n cheese
Tuna
Cake mixes
Shampoo
Conditioner
Body soap
Feminine products

Tooth brushes
Tooth paste
Paper towel
Toilet paper
Dish soap
Laundry soap

The pantry also
accepts monetary
donations to help
provide fresh items
such as milk, eggs,
bread, & meat.

Bemus Point
United Methodist Church
4954 Bemus-Ellery Rd
Bemus Point, NY 14712
Phone: 716-386-3401
Fax: 716-386-7370
www.bpumc.com
facebook.com/bpumc
E-mail: info@bpumc.com

Praise God from
whom all blessings
flow!

