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Marriage is important. That seems 
like an obvious statement! Even 
though I know that’s true, it’s been 
driven home to me over the last 
two weeks as Pastor Kristen has 
been on spiritual renewal leave. 
There’s nothing like the absence of 
your spouse to remind you of how 
much of an important part of your 
life your marriage actually is! 

At BPUMC, we take marriage seri-
ously. We have a wonderful Mar-
riage Mentoring process (pre-
marital counseling) that we provide 
for every single couple that comes 
to BPUMC asking to be married. In 
fact, we think it’s so important, we 
don’t even give people a choice. If 
you want to get married here, we 
insist that you go through our Mar-
riage Mentoring program. It pro-
vides valuable tools for every cou-
ple to better understand them-
selves and their partners. We don’t 
want anyone to enter into the sa-
cred bond of marriage without the 
support they need to make it last! 

But what about those of us who are 
already married? How does BPUMC 
support marriages that already ex-
ist? Certainly Pastor Kristen and I 
are happy to meet with couples 
that need some good council. But 
beyond this, we also feel God lead-
ing us to present a sermon series 
on marriage this May. So that’s 
what we’re doing! 

Over the next four weeks, we will 
be preaching The Knot: Strength-
ening Marriages. We will cover 
the importance of Healthy 
Boundaries (and why keeping 
them is so vital), the essence of 
Good Communication (what that 
means and how to do it), the ne-
cessity of Wise Priorities (what 
goes where on your list of what’s 
important), and Proper Expecta-
tions (what’s a legitimate as-
sumption and what’s not in the 
your marriage.) God has some-
thing to say about all these is-
sues. I hope you will be open to 
listen to him. 

If it all sounds a little complicat-
ed . . . well, it is and it isn’t. 
Sometimes marriage is a complex 
challenge that requires some se-
rious forethought. And some-
times it’s not hard to understand, 
it’s just hard to live it. So please 
join us over the next four weeks 
as we dig into a topic of vital in-
terest to the families of BPUMC! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Bill (for Pastor Kristen 
too!) 

THE KNOT 
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   1  Monday 

     6:30 PM Missions Commission 

     7:00 PM Ad Board 

     7:00 PM Boy Scouts 

   2 Tuesday 

      7:00 PM Al-Anon 

      7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

   3 Wednesday 

     9:00 AM Women for Missions 

     6:30 PM Youth Group 

   4  Thursday 

     7:00 AM Youth Breakfast 

      1:oo PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Flip Side Bible Study 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

    6 Saturday 

     9:00 AM Women’s Painting 

     6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

      8:00 PM  Water’s Edge Worship 

  7 Sunday “The Knot” 

  Communion 

 8 Monday 

     7:00 PM Trustees 

     7:00 PM Safe Sanctuary 

     7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

      7:00 PM Boy Scouts 

 9 Tuesday 

   7:00 PM Al-Anon   

   7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 10  Wednesday 

     9:00 AM Women for Missions 

     6:30 PM Youth Group 

 

 

 

 

11 Thursday  

     7:00 AM Youth Breakfast 

      1:oo PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

13 Saturday 

      9:00 AM Garden/Work Day 

      6:00 PM Flip Side Hang-Out 

      8:00 PM Water’s Edge Worship 

14 Sunday “The Knot” 

   Mother’s Day 

15 Monday 

     6:30 PM SPRC 

     7:00 PM Boy Scouts 

16 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

17 Wednesday 

      9:00 AM Women for Missions 

      6:30 PM Youth Group 

      7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 18 Thursday 

     7:00 AM Youth Breakfast 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

     7:00 PM Choir Practice 

 20 Saturday 

      7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study       

21 Sunday “The Knot” 

22 Monday 

     7:00 PM Finance 

     7:00 PM Boy Scouts 

23 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

24 Wednesday 

      9:00 AM Women for Missions 

      6:30 PM Youth Group 

      7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

 25 Thursday 

     7:00 AM Youth Breakfast 

     1:00 PM Ladies Bible Study 

     4-7 PM Food Pantry 

     4:30 PM Dinner on Thursday 

 

 

Calendar listings are                  

subject to changes.  Your 

call is always welcome at 

the church office for                     

additional information—

716.386.3401 or e-mail 

bpumc@bpumc.com. 

 27 Saturday 

 28 Sunday “The Knot” 

  “Pancake Breakfast” 

 29 Monday Memorial Day 

 30 Tuesday 

     7:00 PM Al-Anon 

     7:00 PM Praise Band Rehearsal 

 31  Wednesday 

     9:00 AM Women for Missions 

     6:30 PM Youth Group 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MAY CALENDAR 

 

   

 

Sundays June 26, July 16, 

August 13 at 9am on the 

Floating Stage in Bemus 

Point.  Come by land or wa-

ter for a contemporary wor-

ship experience with a 

meaningful message!  

 



 WHY WORSHIP? 
Brandon Hatch                                                                                    

Director of Contemporary Worship & Technical Arts 

 

Have you ever wondered why the Church does what it does on a week to week basis?  I 
mean, who chose Sundays?  Inevitably that begs the question that many musicians have 
wondered, why the morning?  If the goal is to be taught, then why do we sing songs?  If the 
goal is to sing praises, why do we have a sermon?  If the goal of a sermon is to present the 
Word of God faithfully, shouldn’t we just be reading scripture for the entirety of the ser-
vice?  All of these questions are worth thinking about, but they are fundamentally asking 
the same thing: what is the purpose behind what we do on Sunday mornings. 

The question is deserving of a book, more than a newsletter article, but that question is exactly what our 
worship teams have been discussing this month.  While there is the central purpose of our Sunday services to 
glorify God, that central purpose is brought to fruition by way of other purposes.  For example, God is glori-
fied when we gather as a community of believers.  Jesus Himself prays for our unity as the Church in John 
17:22-23.  Another example, God is glorified when we are growing in our faith, so when gather to grow we 
are glorifying God. Countless other examples of these purposes could be listed, but I’d like to take a second 
to focus on one that is not always mentioned: to curb our own selfishness. 

The natural posture of our hearts is selfishness.  For the most part, the society in which we live in does more 
to feed our selfishness than wage war against it.  Yet, however much we blame our social conditioning, we 
must come to grips with the fact that our problem is not a society but ultimately it is within ourselves.  How 
do you fight selfishness?  I’d like to suggest the prescription is to worship.  

When we gather on a Sunday morning, we are intentionally setting aside time to focus on God, who is far 
greater than any of our selfish preoccupations.  We fix our attention on God, the creator and sustainer of eve-
rything that has ever been or ever will be.  When we truly grasp the grandeur of the object of our worship, 
we are left with little room to be focused on ourselves.  I love how Eugene Peterson states this incredible 

truth: “Worship is the strategy by which we interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves and attend to the 
presence of God…[it’s the] time and place that we assign for deliberate attentiveness to God…because 
our self-importance is so insidiously relentless that if we don’t deliberately interrupt ourselves regularly, 

Chancel choir, brass ensemble, handbells, and organ music provided moving, meaningful, 
and glorious music during Holy Week and Easter.  We are so grateful for the dedication of 
our chancel choir who provided beautiful music.  You might want to write a note or thank a 
choir member as these singers are some of the longest standing volunteers in the church.  
Every week they volunteer their time to provide inspiration and enhance  the worship ser-
vices. 

We also want to thank Louise Ortman and Jan Stowell, handbell co-directors, and Will Ortman, brass instruc-
tor, who undertook the task of leading many extra rehearsal hours over several weeks.  Special highlights in-
cluded brass music on Easter, both for the sunrise and traditional  services, as well as the beautiful anthem  
accompaniment by our handbell ringers. 

Finally, we credit the support of several additional voices which helped fill gaps in the choir making it 
possible to round out the vocal sections, our precious new acolytes under the direction of Britta Brown, 
and tech support from the Hatch family.  We truly are grateful for how God has blessed this ministry and 
we say thank you to all who have participated, encouraged, and supported this ministry.  May all of the 
glory be given to God! 

 A VOLUNTEER THANK YOU! 
Carolyn Barnes                                                                                    

Director of Traditional Worship  

 



P A G E  4  

T H E  B R E E Z E  

 

MEN OF INTEGRITY                  

BREAKFAST 
 SATURDAY, MAY 6  800 a.m. -10:00am  

 Busti Church of God 

           THIS EVENT IS FREE! 

OUR SPEAKER WILL BE WADE NOLAN,  

Guest speaker Wade Nolan is a biologist, whitetail deer professional & world-
wide adventurer and has captured the attention of audiences in over 200 cit-
ies.  Wade lived 17 years in Alaska’s wilderness and 5 years north of the Artic 
Circle.  His trail also leads to Africa where he works with professional hunt-
ers, wildlife vets, researchers and adventurers.  Wade has produced 135 
whitetail DVDs and given hundreds of seminars.  He is often described as a 
blend of National Geographic explorer and Survivor-man.  Wade’s true life and 
death stories will be a highlights of the presentation.  

To make your reservation! PLEASE CONTACT JAMIE SPOSATO at                                 
Sposato@windstream.net 

Busti Church of God is located at 996 Forest Ave. Ext., Jamestown 

Breakfast will be served at 8:00 a.m. and  will be followed by a time of worship in song led by 
the Men of Integrity band, and wilderness professional Wade Nolan.                                                             

We will conclude our time together by 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Fellowship Event                                                    

PAINTING CLASS WITH KATIE GRAHAM 

Saturday, May 6 from 9-11am in the                                   

Family Life Center 

On Saturday, May 6 from 9-11AM our BPUMC Women's Fellowship will 
enjoy painting class with Katie Graham.  She will help you create a won-
derful painting to keep and enjoy. 

Please RSVP to bpumc@bpumc.com or in the church office at 716-386-
3401 to help plan for materials.  The cost for materials is anticipated 
to be $10.   

 Wear old clothes—just in case... 

 

 

mailto:Sposato@windstream.net


Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 
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NYSUM REPORT  
Chase Boardman                                                         

BPUMC Youth 

Over spring break, 

a group of 18 

BPUMC youth 7 

adult leaders had 

the opportunity to 

stay at the New York School of Urban Ministry in 

New York City.  While we were there we were 

blessed with numerous experiences of seeing 

God work.  We were able to touch the lives of 

numerous people through different mission out-

reaches all week long.  From prayer walks to 

homeless shelters to church services, we saw it 

all.  Opportunities arose to play music on street 

corners, on subways, and in parks, to pray with 

homeless people at Penn Station and Madison 

Square Garden, and provide help for people 

in need by offering them a blanket and some 

toiletries.  Our group never backed away 

from a challenge.  On Tuesday, we were able to 

attend an unbelievable prayer service at the 

Brooklyn Tabernacle and personally pray for 

hundreds of prayer requests throughout New 

York City.   

On Friday, we worked with little kids at a home-

less shelter.  We memorized Bible verses with 

them, performed skits, and had an Easter egg 

hunt!  My cheeks still hurt from smiling so much 

that day.  Throughout the entire trip, it was 

amazing to see how big of an impact a little 

group could have on a huge city.  Lives were 

changed and not just the lives of the people in 

New York City.  Unlikely friendships were made, 

and the inside jokes will be around for a long 

time.  The Lord was truly working in unbelieva-

ble ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMIING IN MAY for 
BPUMC YOUTH: 

Last SML of the school year on Sunday, May 
21 

Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, May 28.  
Youth will serve 

Camp Fire / Ice Cream Night at the Pavilion 
Wednesday, May 31 at 6:30pm 

Water Wars on Wednesday, June 7 from 6-
9pm 

Baccalaureate Service on Thursday, June 
22 at 7pm on Thursday, June 22 at BPUMC 
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ON A MISSION 
The Mission Commission met in February.  BPUMC has implemented a new formula for 

the distribution of budgeted money for missions.  Due  to this new formula the Mission 

Commission will have $14,000 as a church budget line item this year with the possibility 

of more being added during the year if church giving increases above budgeted projec-

tions.  Please know the church also supports mission and outreach efforts through the Exec-

utive Mission team, UMC Shared Giving, Designated Mission giving and Praise on the Lake. 

There were 3 requests for funds submitted at this time.  RFKC missionary, Equip Asia (Tim and Aruna 

Swauger) and Transform Asia by Sue Evans.  The team decided to kick off the year by supporting the fol-

lowing mission efforts: 

Royal Family Kids Camp Missionary Laurie Fenhauff $600.  Laurie visits churches across the Northeast to 

challenge them to start and offer support for new RFKCs.  An additional $600 will be sent by Christ First 

UMC to give her $100 per month support for a year. 

 Transform Asia  $500.  This is a ministry in Cambodia where Sue Evans travels to each year. 

 Equip Asia Missionaries $650.  Tim and Aruna Swauger. 

Choose Life  $500. This local ministry helps pregnant women to make informed decisions. 

Tom Holland $500.  This funding supports his work in IMPACT.  

IMPACT School Ministries $500. 

BPUMC Mission Commission 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me                                                          

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.”  Matthew 25:35  

 

 The BPUMC food pantry is such an amazing ministry where we are able to offer a loving                           

hand to individuals in our community in the name of Jesus. Thank you to who all who sup-

port and donate to the food pantry. This past month we were able to bless many families 

with an  Easter dinner. The food pantry is open the last Thursday of the month from 4-

7pm. If you or someone you know is in need of items please have them con-

tact brittabrown@bpumc.com.  We are here not only to provide food but to connect individuals to possi-

ble resources if the needs are greater.  Our food pantry is a little bare, please help stock our shelves. Here 

is a list of grocery items needed for the food pantry:  

 Cereal    Stuffing  Paper towel  Toothpaste 

 Oatmeal   Canned fruit  Toilet paper  Tooth brushes 

 Mayo    Canned vegetables Dish Soap  Deodorant 

 Boxed potatoes Spaghetti O’s  Shampoo 

Britta Brown                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational Care 
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COMING UP! 

BPUMC CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE                     
Bring Christian camp registrations to the 
church office on or before June 20 

Suzanne Allen,                                                                                   

Coordinator of Office Administration & Events 

BPUMC encourages participation in Christian summer camp and is pleased to be able 

to partner with families who make that a part of their children’s summer experience 

and walk with Jesus.   

If you would like financial assistance with Christian camp registration, please bring a 

copy of the reservation to the church office on or before June 20.  The amount 

awarded to each registration is based on the available funds and the total number of 

registrations.  For more information please contact Nancy Quattrone, BPUMC Busi-

ness Manager, at nancyquattrone@bpumc.com or 716-386-3401. 

BPUMC GARDEN & WORK DAY                                
Saturday, May 13 from 9am—12pm                                                                
Bring your family & yard tools to help us refresh and renew  the 
church gardens.  Community service hours will be recorded for 
high schoolers. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

It has been a couple of years now on a Sunday morning my daughter came home from Sunday School and 

told me that she learn about Acts.  I thought boy that is great!  I didn’t understand what she was talking 

about until that night we were getting ready for bed did I fully understand what she was trying to tell me.  

That day her teacher Tim Beach told the kids to pray to God using “Acts”.  I never heard this before, so she 

started to explain.  While she was telling me I began to understand that this is a way we can talk or pray to 

God.  ACTS - Adore. Confess. Thank.  Supply.  It hit me!!!  We should praise God first before anything else.  

Now think back to the times your kids came unto you and said with a hug, “ I love you mommy or daddy”. 

Those words are just so powerful!  God wants us to approach him the same way.  That night we prayed 

“ACTS”.  Now,due to schedules, we don’t always pray as a family like this, but when we do it is very special! 

This month I encourage you to talk with your Father in prayer and beginning with “adore - I love you Father”. 

I know you will be blessed!  Our God is so good!  Amen! 

Benny Karlson                                                                                  

Director of Children’s  Ministry 



 

BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer delicious home cooked meals every Thursday from September 

through June.  Below is the menu for the month of May.  Orders must be received in the church office by 4:00 

pm the prior Monday.  The meals may be picked up between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center or you 

may stay and enjoy the meal with friends.                                                                                                                                                             

Pick up an extra meal and take it to someone who is alone and would love the company & fellowship.   

MAY MENU 

May 4     May 18 

Meat loaf w/ gravy   Beef stroganoff over noodles 
Mashed Potatoes   Green beans 
Super salad bar    Super salad bar 
Italian bread    Bread & Butter 

May 11     May 25      

City Chicken (Pork)   BBQ Chicken Leg & Thigh    
Scalloped Potatoes   Baked Beans  
Super salad bar    Macaroni Salad    
Roll & Butter    Super salad bar    

REGULAR PRICES: 

  Adult   $7.00 

  Child (under 10) $4.00  
 

   Dessert Included! 

4954 Bemus-Ellery Road 

PO Box 99 

Bemus Point 

United Methodist Church 

Phone: 716-386-3401 

bpumc@bpumc.com 

www.bpumc.com 

DINNER ON THURSDAY 


