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As we enter the second week of our Called to B.L.E.S.S. journey, I hope that God 
has already given you and your small group an idea of whom you are going to 
bless. If not, then continue to pray fervently about this. Also, continue to deepen 
your relationship with God through worship and prayers. From Week 2 to Week 
4, we will be learning how to imitate Jesus to bless people around us and our 
community through: listening, eating together and serving them. During this 
week’s quiet time, we will learn, through a study of the gospel of John, how Jesus 
listened to the heavenly Father and to people He met.

Listen 
Like 
Jesus
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Many times we hear someone but do not listen 
intently. Hearing is passive, and does not involve a 
deliberate choice. When other people talk, we hear, but 
do not necessarily care about what they say. Hearing 
is egocentric, to the extent that before the speaker 
finishes, we rush in to tell them our own opinions. 
But Scripture says, “He who answers before listening 

– that is his folly and his shame.” (Prov. 18:13)
Conversely, listening is proactive, intentional, and
considerate of the speaker. In listening, every sentence,
tone, expression, and even the body language of the
speaker will impress upon the heart of the listener.
Listening is an expression of love.

Listening is a Display of Love
Paul Tillich once said. “The first duty of love is to 
listen.” Listening is a display of love. The listener 
lays his or her self aside first, and through listening 
draws the other person’s life into the listener’s own 
heart. Hearing without intentional listening is like 
shutting the speaker out. The late German theologian, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said, “Poor listening rejects, 
good listening embraces. Poor listening diminishes 
the other person, while good listening invites them 
to exist, and to matter.” (Footnote 1) As people feel 
accepted and approved, they are also more willing 
to open up their lives to others, because they know 
that those who listen to them love them. Because the 
love of God fills us fully, we do not listen with judging 
ears, but with hearts of kindness and love. Bonhoeffer 
also said, “Just as love to God begins with listening to 
His word, so the beginning of love for the brethren is 
learning to listen to them.” (Footnote 2) 

Many times we do not have the patience to listen to 
others. As soon as they are half way into what they 
want to say, we cut them off. Be aware that for some 
people who have been badly hurt or in great pain, we 
will need to give them even longer periods of trusting, 
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expressing and much more opportunity, before they 
open up themselves. We might want to pray to God 
for patience, but we should instead pray for God’s love 
to fill us, so that we live in His love all the time, and 
let His love fill up our lives to the full. Love is patient, 
love is kind. 

Listening is a Gift of Grace
Listening is an intangible gift that can be given away 
by anyone. In light of people’s busy schedules, not 
everyone is willing to give this gift. Listening is the 
unconditional gifting of our time to others. Even 
though it is not substantive, it is given by grace. This 
grace is given out when other people get our attention 
when they least expect it. Listening is the outflow of 
the grace of life. As we repeatedly encounter the grace 
of God in our lives, we naturally become more willing 
to give away our time to listen to others without 
expectation.

Listening Calls for a Humble Heart
We need a humble heart to listen to others. Scripture 
says, “Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, but made 
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.” (Phil. 2:4-7) Do not 
practice listening out of our own ideas, but as an 
imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ has 

given us an example to follow, as He humbled Himself 
to become a servant, and gave Himself as a selfless 
offering. Indeed, listening is a selfless way of serving 
that cares about the interests of others, an attitude 
that aligns with that of Christ Jesus. 

Listen to God before Listening to 
Others
Now that we are aware that listening should be rooted 
in love, grace and humility, we should also know that 
the “how” of listening is less important than the “why” 
we listen. That is, our relationship with God should 
be why we listen. God is the origin of love and grace, 
and He is the model of our humility and source of our 
power. And godly people listen to God. Scripture says, 

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me.” (John 10:27)

Whenever we are unwilling to listen to others, it 
reflects on our relationship with God. Bonhoeffer once 
said, “Many people are looking for an ear that will 
listen. They do not find it among Christians, because 
these Christians are talking where they should be 
listening. But he who can no longer listen to his 
brother will soon be no longer listening to God either; 
he will be doing nothing but prattle in the presence of 
God too.”

Footnotes

1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together (NY: Harper and Rows

Publishers, 1954).

2. Ibid.
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Reflection: 

Let us first be listeners before God, and 
experience His love and grace in our 
listening. Let us find out the needs of other 
people through our listening to them. 
“The Sovereign LORD has given me an 
instructed tongue, to know the word that 
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning 
by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one 
being taught.” (Isa. 50:4)

Weekly Challenge:

• Ask God to help you to listen and discover the 
needs of the people God has placed at your 
home, your work or school

• Share your discoveries with your groups and 
families
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Day 1

Jesus Listens to 
the Lonely  

 John 4:1-26

Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he 
was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John—
although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his 
disciples. So he left Judea and went back once more to 
Galilee. 

Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a 
town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by 
the well. It was about noon. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus 
said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples 
had gone into the town to buy food.) 

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and 
I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who 
it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him 
and he would have given you living water.”…

The Lord Jesus reconciled the enmity between the 
Jews and the Samaritans when He purposely chose to 
go through Samaria on their way from Judea to Galilee 
(vv. 4, 9). Jesus, tired after the long journey, came to 
Sychar and rested by Jacob’s well (vv. 5-6) while His 
disciples went into town to buy food. A Samaritan 
woman came to draw water at about the sixth hour. 
Jesus broke down the social, religious, racial and 
sexual barriers and asked the Samaritan woman for 
water (v. 7). Throughout their conversation, Jesus led 
the woman to see beyond her physical human thirst 
to her deeper inner spiritual thirst. He revealed to her 
that her greatest need was to receive Jesus Christ the 
Messiah who was the Living Water that would become 
in her a spring of water welling up to eternal life, so 
that she would not be thirsty again.

The conversation directed our focus from the physical 
water which can never satisfy our thirst to the 
spiritual Living Water which will make us thirst no 
more. As Jesus listened to the Samaritan woman, He 
made her realize that her true need was to receive the 
abundant life from the Living Water. The water that 
never satisfies is like the worldly pursuit of money, 
status, reputation and pleasures of sin; only the Living 
Water (the Holy Spirit) is given to those who believe 
in Christ (John 7:38). He is like streams of living water 
that flow from within, nourishing and quenching our 
thirst. This new life that is born of the Spirit will never 
dry up because Christ is the fountain of our life.

Jesus then proceeded to confront this woman on her 
sin. She had six husbands (v. 18). Feeling shameful 
and lonely, she came to draw water by herself because 
no one had wanted to associate with her. But Jesus 
accepted her and showed her that she would never find 
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fulfillment and security from the world (v. 18). Her 
greatest need could only be met by reconciling with 
God and worshipping Him in truth and in spirit (v. 24).

How will you steer yourself from material pursuit to 
seeking spiritual fulfillment? How will you reprioritize 
your life and family relationship to deepen your 

intimacy with God? How can you learn from Jesus’ way 
of listening to the lonely heart? Can you empathize 
with those who are living unfulfilling lives without 
the Savior? Will you encourage others to face their 
life’s adversity by turning to Jesus, the source of Living 
Water? They will find abundant life in Christ!

Reflection:

Imagine that I am present in the conversation 
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman. 
What have I discovered and learned from the 
way Jesus listened and cared for the lonely 
and hurting woman? How would I have 
responded? 

Prayer:

Holy Spirit, please illuminate my soul so that I 
may know that no material gain nor pleasures 
of life can truly satisfy my soul; only Jesus the 
Living Water can satisfy the deepest longings 
of my heart. Help me to know and experience 
the abundant life in Christ. Lord, make 
me a channel of your blessing by listening, 
accepting and caring for the lonely and needy 
people you have brought into my life. Lead 
them to You Jesus, the source of Living Water 
that flows into eternity. Amen.



30 | Called to B.L.E.S.S.

Week 2 
Listen Like Jesus

Day 2

Jesus Listens to the 
Desperate

 John 5:1-9

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of 
the Jewish festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem near the 
Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda 
and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 
Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the 
blind, the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had 
been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw 
him lying there and learned that he had been in this 
condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to 
get well?” 

“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into 
the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to 
get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and 
walk.” At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat 
and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath,

There was a Bethesda pool near the Sheep Gate 
in Jerusalem where a great number of physically 
challenged people, including the blind, the lame 
and the paralyzed, used to lie as they waited for the 
moving of the waters. From time to time an angel of 
the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The 
first one into the pool after each such disturbance 
would be cured of whatever disease he had (v. 4). 

One who was there had been an invalid for 38 years. 
You can imagine how difficult it had been for him 
to lie down by the pool all day long, so desperate 
and hopeless with no one to help him. How lost he 
must have felt, so lonely and helpless, what a bleak 
and gloomy future! There Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, (with divine healing authority) reached out to 
him. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned 
that he had been in this condition for a long time, He 
asked him,” Do you want to get well? (v. 6) “Sir,” the 
invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool 
when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, 
someone else goes down ahead of me.” (v. 7) His reply 
showed that he did not know that Jesus is the source 
of healing and restoration. Instead of seeking His 
healing, he mourned over his lethargic condition that 
had afflicted him for 38 years.

Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw the 
lame man’s desperation and misery. He asked him, “Do 
you want to get well?” Jesus had compassion on the lame 
man and healed him of his infirmity. He said to him, 

“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” At once the man 
was cured. He picked up his mat and walked (vv. 8-9). 

God demonstrated His own love for us in this: while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us on the cross 
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(Rom. 5:8). The Lord seek us (through his children) even 
before we acknowledge Him. He cured the lame man 
by His resurrection power (v. 9). Because Jesus is the 
resurrection and the life, He has the power to heal the 
lame man and deliver him from the power of darkness 
into the kingdom of light (See John 11:1-54). Later, Jesus 
found him and said to him, “See, you are well again. 
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 
(v. 14) Not only did Jesus heal his infirmity, He also 
healed his brokenness. Jesus did not condemn the lame 
man, but was concerned about his future. Jesus wanted 
him to lead a healthy lifestyle and not be enslaved by 
sin anymore or else something worse might happen 
to him and he would suffer God’s judgment and wrath. 
Let us remember that our Lord Jesus is the source of 
healing and restoration. His presence will bring hope, 
strength and peace to every situation.

Response:

• Whom has Christ placed before you? 
Those whose spiritual eyes are blind 
(the blind); those who are burdened 
and heavy laden (the lame); those 
in distress and desperation (the 
paralyzed).

• How can these people be healed 
without the knowledge of God? How 
are you going to serve these broken 
and desperate people with the love 
and compassion of Christ? 

• How can you lead them to Christ, the 
source of strength and healing and 
restoration, so they can do all things 
through Christ who can strengthen 
them? Please write down the names 
of the people whom God brings to 
your mind and pray for them.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, I bring before You (name of a 
friend)  . You 
know his/her needs and condition. Help him/
her to realize that he/she cannot resolve life’s 
problems by his/her own strength. Holy Spirit, 
illumine his/her heart and draw him/her to 
Jesus, the healer of his/her soul, the one who 
cares to listen to all of his/her problems. Give 
him/her faith to trust in You, to believe that 
Your grace is sufficient for him/her, that Your 
power is made perfect in his/her weakness, 
and that You will restore him/her to wholeness 
of life. Amen. 
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Day 3

Listen to Each Other 
Like Jesus

 John 10:1-8

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter 
the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other 
way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 
his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they 
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 
Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them.

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.

Our Lord Jesus describes His relationship with His 
disciples as a Good Shepherd with his sheep. This 
relationship is found in His intimate relationship 
with God the Father (vv. 17-18). In this passage, Jesus 
mentioned two “I am” statements. He said, “I am the 
gate for the sheep” (v. 7), and He brought them safely 
into His sheep pen. In the same way, whoever believes 
in Jesus and enters through Him will be saved (v. 9) 
and will find eternal peace in the kingdom of God. His 
sheep know the Good Shepherd who supplies all their 
needs as they come in and go out, and find pasture  
(v. 9). We, too, can find freedom and liberation from 
the power of sin if we acknowledge Jesus as our Savior 
and receive His salvation. The Good Shepherd will 
guide us, protect us and meet all our needs. We shall 
find fulfillment in our life as we follow Him.

Jesus also said, “I am the Good Shepherd” (vv. 11, 14). 
How does He shepherd us? How does He demonstrate 
His love for us who are so precious in His sight? 

• The Good Shepherd sacrificed His life for His
sheep: The Good Shepherd laid down His life for
the sheep (vv. 11,15) so that they can have life to
the full (v. 10). Jesus came not to take away from
us, but to give us His life that we may know the
fullness of life in Him (See Col. 2:9-10).

• The Good Shepherd knows His sheep: The sheep
listen to His voice. He calls His own sheep by name.
His sheep know His voice and follow Him (vv. 3-4,
14). The Good Shepherd gives a name to each sheep,
calls them by name and leads them out. The sheep
know the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him.
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“I know my sheep and my sheep know me” (v. 14). 
This kind of intimate knowledge is the result 
of a deep understanding and a close fellowship 
with each other. Jesus desires to have such an 
intimate relationship with His disciples through 
close interaction, connection and fellowship as 
exemplified by His own relationship with His 
heavenly Father – “Understand that the Father is 
in me, and I in the Father” (v. 38).” “If we remain 
in Him, He will also remain in us” (John 15:5). Will 
we then not know God and be known by God (See 
Gal. 4:9) just as His sheep know the Shepherd’s 
voice? In the same way, as disciples of Christ, we 
should also desire to know His fullness and be 
illumined and enlightened by the Holy Spirit in 
knowing, understanding and discerning the voice 
of God. To cultivate such an intimate relationship 
with God, we have to practice the discipline of 
silence, solitude and prayer as well as to mediate 
on God’s word diligently.

• The Good Shepherd leads His sheep: Our Great 
Shepherd Jesus knows us through and through. He 
knows our temperament, our needs and desires, 
our feelings and emotions. Despite our sinfulness 

and weaknesses, He still loves us unconditionally, 
patiently calling us and leading us in the path of 
righteousness. We have to respond to His call by 
putting our faith and trust in His promises, His love 
and His deliverance. Though we do not know what 
the future may bring, we can commit ourselves 
wholly to our God who holds our future in His hand. 
Fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith. He will surely lead and guide us, and as we 
follow His footsteps, we will know the full abundant 
life He has promised to all who believe.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for being my Good 
Shepherd and laying down Your life for me. 
Help me to know You more, love You more and 
follow You closely. Amen.

Reflection:

How can a sheep experience and enjoy the 
provision of his shepherd? They need to 
listen, know and discern the master’s voice 
and follow him. Being a sheep of God, do I 
practice the discipline of silence, solitude 
and prayer as well as meditate on God’s 
word diligently? How can I learn to listen, 
understand, believe, trust, obey and follow 
Christ’s leading and guidance? 
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Day 4

Jesus Listens to the Hurt

 John 11:32-45

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw 
him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and 
troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away 
the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 
has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that 
you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 
people standing here, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes 
and let him go.”

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, 
and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in 
Bethany with his two sisters, Mary and Martha. When 
Lazarus became critically ill, Mary and Martha sent 
word to Jesus to come and heal him (See John 11:3). 
However, when Jesus heard that Lazarus was sick, He 
purposely delayed until Lazarus was dead and buried 
for four days (v. 39). The two sisters were overwhelmed 
with grief and lamented over the delay of Jesus, 
saying, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died” (John 11:21, 32).

We learned from Martha’s response that she believed 
Jesus had the power to heal Lazarus if He had been 
here but now it was too late since Lazarus had already 
died. Will you respond like Martha, putting God in a 
box that limits His power to answer your prayers in 
times of crisis? 

Let us look at Mary’s response. She fell at the feet 
of Jesus and wept hopelessly. She could neither 
understand nor accept His plan. She felt disappointed, 
disillusioned, despaired and distressed because 
Jesus did not heal her brother. Have you ever felt 
discouraged like Mary did? Did you blame God when 
He did not answer your prayer the way you asked? 
Have you ever lost hope and faith in God in the midst 
of trials and tribulations and sank into depression and 
despair, feeling defeated by all the negative emotions? 

Our Lord Jesus does hear our cry of distress in His time 
and in His way. “Take away the stone,” Jesus said  
(v. 39). Though Martha believed that Jesus, being the 
Son of God, can ask God for anything (v. 27), yet she 
did not have the faith to believe that a miracle can still 
happen now that Lazarus had already been dead and 
buried for four days.
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When we feel helpless in the face of adversity, when 
God’s timing and ways are so different from ours, 
can we still hold on to our faith without wavering? 
Or do we confine the infinite God to our own finite 
human intellect? We may dare to bombard God with 
many questions: Why God seems so distant? Doesn’t 
God care? Why does God let me suffer? Why does 
God let me get trapped with no way out? Will you 
respond like Mary and Martha, though confessing 
their faith in Christ, yet displayed such little faith 
when faced with adversity?

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they 
took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, I thank you that you hear me, but I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” When He 
had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice,” Lazarus, 
come out! ” and the dead man came out (vv. 40-44). 
Did you not realize that “the stone” represents our 
human rationalization for our disobedience and 
unbelief in God? In order to know the resurrection 
power of Christ, we must take away “the stone”, all 
of our finite human thinking and reasoning. We 
cannot experience the power of the resurrected 
Christ in our lives unless “the stone “is removed. If 
we believe, we will see the glory of God, for nothing 
is too hard for God (See Jer. 32:17). We only need to 
take a step of faith and His power will be unleashed 
upon us, for even before a word is on our tongue, 
God knows it completely. (See Ps. 139:2-4)

Jesus Listens to the Hurt

Prayer: 

Jesus, You are the resurrected Lord. You have 
said, “If you believe, you shall see the glory of 
God.” Please help me to put my trust in You in 
all circumstances of my life. Grant me faith to 
know the resurrected power of Christ in all the 
days of my life. Set me free from the bondage 
of doubt and fear. Empower me to overcome 
all the trials of life through the Lord Jesus 
Christ so that Your name will be glorified. 
Amen.

Reflection: 

Do I share Martha’s dilemma? Do I have faith 
in God only when everything is going well; 
but when faced with adversity, my faith 
starts to waver? How strong is my faith? Is 
it just head knowledge or can it carry you 
through the storms of life? How well do I 
listen and empathize with those who are 
hurting and grieving? How can I encourage 
them to put their faith in God? 
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Day 5

Jesus Listens  
to the Father 

 John 5:19–24 

Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the 
Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 
sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does 
the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and 
shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even 
greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 
For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 
even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give 
it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted 
all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just 
as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the 
Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.

“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged 
but has crossed over from death to life.

How often do you follow what you like, prefer, or 
passionate about, but not listening to or follow the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit? Have you ever let your 
mind wander and be distracted even when you seek 
the Lord in prayer? In order to be able to listen to 
the Lord and live in His will, we must practice the 
discipline of drawing near to His presence, spending 
time in stillness and listening for God’s voice. 

In John 5:19-24, the apostle John used the Father-
Son imagery to illustrate the intimate relationship 
of God the Father and Jesus. Jesus being the Son of 
God chose to align Himself with the Father’s will, 
exemplifying the perfect unity of Father and Son. “…
the Son can only do what he sees the Father doing, 
because whatever the Father does, the Son also does” 
(v. 19b). Our Lord Jesus humbles Himself before the 
Father and willingly subject Himself to the Father’s 
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will. Whatever the Father does, He does; whatever the 
Father says, He says; for the Father and Son are unified 
with one purpose and goal in fulfilling His will. 

How can Jesus know all that the Father does? The key 
is “love”. “For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all he does” (v. 20). True love is putting the 
other’s needs and interests before your own. Because 
of the Father’s love for the Son, He gave Him all His 
authority to accomplish His mission (vv. 21, 22, 27). 

“He will show him even greater things than these. For 
just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, 
even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to 
give it”(See John 5:21, 11:26). 

The unity of His work with the Father’s work manifests 
the oneness in essence between the divine God the 
Father and Jesus the Son of God. Jesus is the Son 

of God. Lord Jesus has the nature of God, life and 
authority. He has authority to give eternal life to all 
who believe in Him. For He has come that man may 
have life and have it to the full (John 10:10).

What is the key from death to life? It is to hear and 
trust. “Whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged, but 
has crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24). To 
hear is to trust and obey, for those who belong to God 
hears what God says (See John 8:47; Matt. 11:15). We 
can have access to this eternal life right now; we will 
no longer be condemned or judged, for by his death 
on the cross Christ had paid the penalty and made 
atonement for our sin. Jesus said, “…their sins and 
their lawless acts, I will remember no more” (Heb. 
10:17).

Jesus Listens  
to the Father 

Prayer: 

Holy Spirit, teach me to be like Jesus always 
listening to His Father’s voice; help me to 
trust, obey and heed to Your call. Show me 
how to hear our Lord’s call, discern Your voice 
and lead others to Christ. Amen.

Reflection: 

Since Jesus has made a way for sinners not 
to be condemned, but whoever hears and 
believes in Him will have eternal life, will I 
accept His invitation to trust and believe Him 
as your personal Savior and Lord? Or have I 
already heard and trusted in Jesus Christ who 
gives eternal life? 



1. Review the Sermon (15 minutes)
a.  Can you think of a question that you believe the sermon message was trying to address or

resolve?  Share your question with the group.

How did the speaker answer this question through the sermon message? 
How did the featured article help in answering this question? 

b.  Which attributes of God were stated or implied by the sermon message?

c.  If you were tasked to give a one minute summary of the sermon message for a group member
who was absent, what would you say?

This guide aims to help you to review, personalize 
and apply the sermons, along with the weekly 
featured articles and the devotion readings.
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2. Personalize the Sermon (20 minutes)
a.  What did you hear that encouraged and reassured you?

b.  What did you hear that challenged and convicted you?

3. Apply the Sermon (20 minutes)
a.  What personal application of the message has the Lord revealed to you?

How can you apply this message and integrate the "Weekly Challenges" into your life? 

b.  If you were to diligently apply the message, what effect would it have on your schedule,
choices, relationships, ministries, and daily walk with Christ?
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