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Bemus Point UMC                          

4954 Bemus-Ellery Rd                                     

PO Box 99                                         

Bemus Point NY  14712                

716-386-3401                                             

www.bpumc.com                               

facebook.com/bpumc 

SUMMER WORSHIP:          

Contemporary 9:30am & 

Traditional 11:00am 

 

 

 

J U L Y  &   

A U G U S T                                  

2 0 1 9  

During my (Pastor Kristen’s) month of 
Spiritual Renewal Leave a few years 
ago, I read a very good book exploring 
why having a day of rest, or Sabbath, 
each week is so wonderful and im-
portant.  Sabbath rest is a gift God has 
created for us; it’s wrapped and ready 
to be given to us – only, many of us 
choose not to accept this gift.   

Why is that?  Why would we not want 
the freedom God offers through a 
weekly Sabbath rest?  I think it is be-
cause we find it so hard to believe our 
lives will really be OK if we stop being 
productive one day a week.  Maybe we 
grew up with Sabbath-keeping practic-
es that drew us away from enjoying 
God and into joyless legalism, and we 
want to leave that behind. 

Whatever the reason, if you are not 
enjoying God’s gift of day of Sabbath 
rest every week, this summer is a per-
fect time to start. 

Here are some thoughts to help you 
find freedom in a weekly day of Sab-
bath rest: 

 Put away the to-do list.  This is a 
day to be free from those things we 
are always feeling pressure to get 
done, like yard work, paying bills, 
and cleaning the house. 

 Rules for the sake of rules are not 
helpful.  A legalistic mindset can 
lead to a feeling of impending 
doom on the Sabbath:  “If I do this, 
lightning will strike me!”  On the 

contrary, Jesus reminds us “The 
Sabbath was made to meet the 
needs of people, and not people 
to meet the requirements of the 
Sabbath” (Mark 2:27 NLT). 

 Make time on the Sabbath to do 
things that connect you with God, 
others, and yourself. Gather and 
celebrate with the Body of Christ.  
Even if your Sabbath can’t be on 
Sunday, you can spend some ex-
tra time with your Bible and in 
prayer. 

 Be gentle with yourself if this is a 
new habit for you.  You may find 
putting away the to-do list causes 
you anxiety or boredom.  Don’t 
feel bad; new habits always take 
a while to establish.   

 

There is a Jewish saying that goes, 
“More than we keep the Sabbath, 
the Sabbath keeps us.”  We think 
that’s true! 

 

Why not try and accept the gift of 
rest more fully this summer? 

Joy in the journey,  

Bill & Kristen 

Babb, Lynn.  Sabbath Keeping:  Finding Free-
dom in the Rhythms of Rest.  Downer’s 
Grove:  InterVarsity, 2005.   

GOD’S GIFT OF 

SABBATH 



 

 

29      Monday  

          9AM-12PM VBS 

30      Tuesday 

         9AM-12PM VBS 

          7:00 PM Al-Anon 

31 Wednesday 

         9A-12P VBS 

         6:30 PM Youth Group 

 

AUGUST 

1        Thursday 

          9A-12P VBS 

           6:40 pm Prayer Gathering 

2        Friday 

          9A-12P VBS 

3        Saturday 

           7:30 AM  Men’s Bible Study 

4        Sunday  

5        Monday 

6        Tuesday 

            7:00 PM Al-Anon 

7        Wednesday 

           6:30 PM Youth Group 

           7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

8        Thursday 

            4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:45 pm Prayer Gathering 

10       Saturday 

            7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

11       Sunday 

          9:00 AM RFKC  

12      Monday 

          8:00 AM RFKC 

          7:00 PM Trustees 

          7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

13      Tuesday 

          8:00 AM RFKC  

          7:00 PM Al-Anon 

14      Wednesday 

          6:30 PM Youth Group 

          8:00 AM RFKC 

 15     Thursday 

          8:00 AM RFKC 

           4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:45 pm Prayer Gathering 

 

1   Monday 

2   Tuesday 

            7:00 PM Al-Anon 

3        Wednesday 

            6:30 PM Youth Group 

4         Thursday  Happy 4th of July! 

6         Saturday 

           7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

7   Sunday Communion 

8   Monday 

            7:00 PM Trustees 

            7:00 PM Prayer Shawls 

9         Tuesday 

            7:00 PM Al-Anon   

10        Wednesday 

             6:30 PM Youth Group 

11        Thursday 

            4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:45 pm Prayer Gathering 

14 Sunday  

            9:00 AM  Praise on the Lake 

15         Monday 

             6:30 PM Ad Board 

16         Tuesday 

             7:00 PM Al-Anon 

17         Wednesday 

             6:30 PM Youth Group 

18 Thursday 

            4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:40 pm Prayer Gathering 

20       Saturday 

            7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

            9:0o AM RFKC Training 

21 Sunday 

         Celebration of Departing Staff 

22     Monday 

          6:30 PM Finance 

23      Tuesday 

          7:00 PM Al-Anon 

24     Wednesday 

         6:30 PM Youth Group 

25    Thursday 

            4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:40 pm Prayer Gathering 

28   Sunday 

 

Calendar listings are                  

subject to changes.  Your call is 

always welcome at the church 

office for additional information—

716.386.3401 or e-mail 

bpumc@bpumc.com. 

17      Saturday 

          7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

18 Sunday 

          10:00 AM Summer Celebration 

19      Monday 

          6:30 PM SPRC 

20     Tuesday 

          7:00 PM Al-Anon   

21     Wednesday 

          6:30 PM Youth Group 

22 Thursday 

         4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

         6:45 pm Prayer Gathering 

25     Saturday 

26 Sunday 

27 Monday 

          6:30 PM Finance 

28     Tuesday 

            7:00 PM Al-Anon 

29      Wednesday 

            6:30 PM Youth Group 

 30      Thursday 

            4-6:30 pm Dinner on Thursday 

            6:45 pm Prayer Gathering 

      

                                                                 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

JULY—AUGUST CALENDAR 
 

  



Brandon Hatch                                                                           

Director of Contemporary Music & 

Technical Arts  

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS   
Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new every 

morning, great is Your faithfulness.  “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, ‘Therefore I hope in Him!”                     

           Lamentations 3:22-24 

You could probably guess that the phrase “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” comes from the Bible, but what you 

may not have guessed is exactly where in the Bible it is found.  It comes from a small book in the Old Testa-

ment called Lamentations.  As you could guess by the name, this isn’t an especially happy book.  It is quite 

literally 5 chapters of heart-wrenching laments from the people of Israel, who at the time of composition, 

had watched their fellow Israelites exiled into Babylon and their city and temple destroyed. 

Now you could probably guess that the man who wrote the lyrics to this great hymn was a pastor.  But 

what you might not have guessed was that he was only able to be a pastor for one year due to poor health.  

While he wrote the lyrics in 1923 when he was 57, his poor health had followed and would continue to fol-

low him for most of his 94 years of life.  Due to his poor health, he lived in financial poverty for most of his 

life as well. 

Why would an exiled nation, in the midst of their laments over the destruction of their city, sing of the 

mercy and faithfulness of God?  Why would a man who suffered for almost his entire life find such comfort 

in those very words?  My best guess is a simple one: because these words are true.  God is faithful.  He nev-

er leaves us nor forsakes us.  We can know that is true when things are going well in the same way we can 

trust that Canada is real without ever walking through it.  In the same way, until we by all observable 

measures are “left” or “forsaken,” we don’t experience the fullness of that truth.  It is in those moments, or 

for others, those years and years, that we find that God’s faithfulness is unending and His presence is near-

er than our very breath.  It is then, that we can proclaim with the Psalmist: 

 Where can I go from your Spirit? 

     Where can I flee from your presence? 

 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 

     if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 

     if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

 even there your hand will guide me, 

     your right hand will hold me fast. 

 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 

     and the light become night around me,” 

  even the darkness will not be dark to you; 

     the night will shine like the day, 

     for darkness is as light to you. 

    Psalm 139:7-12   



 

 

  DINNER ON THURSDAY 

                  

"Jesus replied: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself."            
                                            Matthew 22:37-39 

Throughout the month of July will be inviting our church family to get involved in the Love Your Neighbor 

Summer Celebration by purchasing backpacks, school supplies or a wristband for kids that are participating 

in this outreach. There will be food to bring and many ways to volunteer so 

please sign up at the volunteer table in the gallery or contact the church to 

find out more information on how to get involved.  

KID FRIENDLY WORSHIP AT 10AM! 

POT LUCK LUNCH FOLLOWING WORSHIP!  

BACKPACK GIVEAWAY & RIDES AT THE MIDWAY! 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR SUMMER 

CELEBRATION ON SUNDAY 

AUGUST 18 AT 10AM AT  MIDWAY 

Britta Brown                                                                    

Coordinator of Congregational Care   

July 4 No Dinner 

July  11    July 25 “Summer Picnic” 

   Swiss Steak      Hot Dogs & Hamburgers 

   Mashed Potatoes     Mac Salad & Baked Beans 

   Super Salad Bar      Fruit & Super Salad Bar 

   Dessert      Dessert 

July 18   

   Lasagna 

   Pistachio Salad 

   Super Salad Bar 

   Dessert  

BPUMC partners with Bob & Sue Verbosky to offer delicious home 

cooked meals every Thursday from April—December.  Below is the                             

menu for the month of June.  Orders must be received in the church 

office by 4:00 pm the prior Monday.  The meals may be picked up                                            

between 4:30 and 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center or you may stay and 

enjoy the meal with friends.                                                                                                                                                             

Adults ~ $8 & Children under 10 ~ $5 



 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

SUMMER WORSHIP WITH OUR 

CHILDREN! 

      Sunday School has officially wrapped up for the year, 

      and we are so excited for this summer season for Chil

      dren’s Ministry here at BPUMC! We have begun mak

      ing our Sunday services more kid-friendly, adding in a 

      “Children’s Moment” where the kids are invited onto 

      the stage for a message from the Pastors. We are 

      going to continue having a Children’s Moment each 

      week, but we are also beginning to get kids involved in 

      the services in other ways as well. We are specifically 

      looking for readers to read scripture on stage and for 

children who can hand out bulletins as people enter into the worship center. If this is something 

your children might be interested in, please contact Heidi Hatch at heidihatch@bpumc.com, and 

we’d love to get them involved. 

Don’t forget! VBS is right around the corner, coming up in just a few short weeks (July 29-August 

2)! We’ve been hard at work behind the scenes to make this year’s VBS the absolute best it can be, 

but we do still have a few volunteer needs. We still have both behind the scenes and up-front roles 

available. If you are interested in learning more about these volunteer needs, please stop by our 

table in the Gallery or contact Heidi Hatch, and she’d love to chat more with you about how you 

can be involved. 

 

 
 MONDAY ~ FRIDAY                                         

JULY 29 ~ AUGUST 2                                  

9AM TIL 12 NOON 

For Pre-K through 5th grades                                        

6-12 grades serve as crew leaders 

Sign up on line at www.bpumc.com or in the 

Gallery at any time. 

 

Heidi Hatch                                                                       

Director of Children’s Ministry  



Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 
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 SUMMER YOUTH & E-TEAM 
Tom Holland                                        

Director of Youth Ministry  

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN 

YOUR LIFE? 

Connect Youth Summer Schedule: 

Youth Meetings will be from 6:30-8pm each Wednesday. Please drop off and pick up your teens on 

time. As this is our summer schedule, we have less help then we have during the school year - so 

drop off/pick up are important. 

 7/3 - BPUMC 

 7/10 - Padd’s House (3811 Belleview rd Bemus Point) 

 7/17 - BPUMC 

 7/24 - Haglund’s House (4395 Mahanna Rd Bemus Point) 

 7/31 - No Youth (VBS) 

 8/7 - BPUMC 

 8/14 - Weatherup’s House (4939 Westman Rd Bemus Point- down the dead end area of the 

  street) 

 8/21 - BPUMC 

 8/28 - Padd’s House (See above for address 

E-Team Schedule: 

     July 1-5: Training Week 9-4 each day at BPUMC (4th will be 9am until the              

 parade is over) 

     Normal weeks are Tuesday - Saturday from 9-4 meeting at the church &       

 heading to the E-Team venue by bus.  Parents should pick up at the 

 church at 4pm. 

     VBS week (7/29-8/2) is Mon - Fri from 9-12 

On 7/30 of VBS week we will be going to                 

Kingdom Bound at Darien Lake. If your teen 

wants to go contact me by 7/3 for tickets ($60 

+ food money). We will leave at 9am and not 

get back until sometime between midnight 

and 1am. 

 



P A G E  7  

T H E  B R E E Z E  

Tim Swauger                                                  

Director of Outreach & Discipleship 

News from the Mission Commission 

n June 24, the Mission Commission met and made the following fund allocations: $500 each to 

Community Helping Hands, St. Susan’s Soup Kitchen, and Love, Inc. in support of their outreach to 

the poor in our region. $1,200 was allocated to sponsor 500 sets of the Samaritan’s Purse disciple-

ship packs for recipients of our Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes. $1,000 was allocated to 

UCAN City Mission and the gift will be presented at the BPUMC Men’s picnic there on 6/26. Tim 

presented the Commission with a draft policy manual which will be reviewed by Commission mem-

bers for feedback prior to the next meeting. The Commission's next meeting is Monday, Septem-

ber 23rd at 6:30pm. 

 

Farewell Words to You 

 

It’s hard to believe my family’s and my four years in the Jamestown area are coming to a close. It’s 

not like relocating is new to us. We’ve done it six times since our daughter, Megan, was born in 

2003! But it definitely feels different this time. One of the biggest differences is our life is so posi-

tive here. Our friendships have blossomed. Family is just around the corner. Megan is doing great 

in school. As for me, I love my job, those I work with and the congregation we’ve become a part of. 

I feel like I’m just now gaining traction at BPUMC and our new discipleship initiative launching this 

Fall is exactly what I’m made for. Walking away from it all seems insane!  

  

But we can’t deny the signs indicating we need to let go. Nor can we deny that we are uniquely 

qualified to take advantage of a unique opportunity that will shed light on a part of the world 

(India) in desperate need of Christ.  

  

We would appreciate your prayers as we transition to a new life in Kentucky: new schools, new 

friends, a new church, a new home and plenty of new challenges. Pray that my PhD research at 

Asbury Seminary sheds new light on the life-changing impact of discipleship among the poor in In-

dia. We, in turn, we will be praying for BPUMC and your Kingdom impact in Bemus and throughout 

the region. Though the miles may separate us and our geographic focuses may be different we 

share the same calling: making disciples of Jesus among all peoples for the transformation of the 

world! Finally, please stay in touch! I can be contacted 

at tim@equipasia.org and www.facebook.com/tim.swauger. 

ON A MISSION 



 

WHAT WE CELEBRATED! 

YOUTH SUNDAY!                                

GRAD SUNDAY!                                                                            

MEN’S COOKOUT AT THE UCAN MEN’S MISSION!                                                                          

CHILDREN’S MOMENT!                                                                

SUMMER YOUTH CAMPFIRES!                                                 

SPECIAL MUSIC! 

Bemus Point 

United Methodist Church 

4954 Bemus-Ellery Rd 

Bemus Point, NY  14712 

Phone: 716-386-3401 

Fax: 716-386-7370 

www.bpumc.com 

facebook.com/bpumc 

E-mail: info@bpumc.com 


