
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courage 
Week of March 8, 2020 

 
Text: Acts 4:24-30; 28:30-31 
 
Opening:  

● What keeps you from inviting a friend, family member, coworker, or an 
acquaintance to come to church with you? What are we afraid of? 

● Have you ever thought that you don’t know enough to share your faith 
effectively? Why or why not? 

 
Discussion Questions: 

● Thought: On Sunday, Pastor James told the story which we find recorded in 
Acts 3-4, which began with Peter and John healing a man with a disability. This 
attracted a crowd and gave Peter and John the opportunity to share the story 
of Jesus. Their teaching caused them problems with the religious leaders of the 
day, who had no interest in allowing a new religious group to emerge. Peter 
and John were arrested, held in custody overnight, threatened by the council 
not to talk about Jesus, and then released. Upon their release, they returned to 
their community of faith, and this group of Christians prayed together about 
the challenge they were facing. 

● What would your prayer have been under those circumstances? How does it 
square with the prayer of these believers (Acts 4:24-30)? 

● Are you surprised that in verse 29 they prayed for boldness in the face of 
opposition rather than praying for God to remove that opposition? Why or why 
not? 



● Why do you think they prayed as they did? What prompted them to pray for 
boldness rather than safety? 

● Thought: The only other time that the word “boldness” appears in Acts is at the 
very end of the book. Read Acts 28:30-31. In this setting, Paul remains under 
arrest in Rome, primarily because the religious leaders in Jerusalem opposed 
his teaching about Jesus. 

○ How do you think Paul found it in him to continue to speak with boldness 
even after remaining under arrest for years? 

 
Courage comes with commitment to mission. 

 
 
Application: 

● Do you think commitment to mission could lead to boldness and courage in 
sharing Jesus? Why or why not? 

● How can you increase your commitment to the mission of the church? 
 

Spend a few minutes sharing prayer requests from group members. Remember that 
prayer requests can involve many areas of life, not just health needs. The group 
leader or a volunteer may lead the group in praying over these needs. 


