
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community 
Week of March 15, 2020 

 
Text: Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37 
 
Opening:  

● Describe a time when you experienced genuine Christian community. 
○ What was that like? 
○ What brought that community about? How did it develop? 

● What do you think are the greatest obstacles to developing community in the 
church? 

 
Discussion Questions: 

● Read Acts 2:42-47. Pastor James noted four marks of early Christian community 
found in this passage. 

○ How did these marks develop a dynamic of community for these early 
followers of Jesus? 

○ Why would these people desire this community so strongly? 
● Read Acts 4:32-35. This practice is a bit foreign to us. We don’t normally think 

of selling our possessions to give to other Christians in need, but they did. 
○ Why were these followers of Jesus so willing to do this? 

   



○ Thought: we don’t see many examples of this at work in the rest of the 
book of Acts or in the letters of the New Testament. What we do see are 
Christians all over the Roman Empire giving to provide for other 
believers affected by famine and extreme poverty in Jerusalem. And that 
leads us to understand that we have some responsibility to help those in 
need. We have to think creatively about how we can help those around 
us, especially other believers. 

● Pastor Jame made the point that we develop real community when we share 
what really matters to us. They shared their possessions. We have to think 
through what matters to us. 

 
Community is the result of sharing what matters. 

 
 
Application: 

● If the general truth is that we need to share with each other to have genuine 
community, what is important for us to share? 

○ What matters most to us? 
○ How can you share that? 

● Sharing implies both giving and receiving? Which is easier for you today? How 
can you work on being better at the one that is difficult? 
 

Spend a few minutes sharing prayer requests from group members. Remember that 
prayer requests can involve many areas of life, not just health needs. The group 
leader or a volunteer may lead the group in praying over these needs. 


