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Text: Ephesians 3:1-13 
 
Opener:  
● List some words which are used in the church but are seldom used in the 

culture. Also list words that are used in church in a different way than they are 
used in the culture. 

● Do you think people who aren’t familiar with church life would understand 
what we mean by those words, especially if we don’t carefully explain them? 

● What do you think comes to mind if a Christians says he or she wants to 
“witness” to someone? What might the Christian mean by that? How would the 
other person perceive that statement? Would this word “witness” have a good 
or bad connotation? Why? 
 

Discussion: 
● Paul’s life and ministry were focused on the truth found in Ephesians 3:6. This 

truth mattered to Paul because the inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s plan was 
a huge step forward and a vital part of the good news of Jesus. What does this 
verse say about the new relationship between Jews and Gentiles? 

● Read Ephesians 3:10-11. What responsibilities does Paul give us in this verse? 
 
 



● Read Ephesians 3:12. Many of us approach God with anything but “freedom and 
confidence.” What do you think it would be like to go to God with the freedom 
and confidence that Paul seems to have had with God? How would that 
freedom and confidence be evident? 

 
God chose the church to be his witness. 

 
 
● Especially in Ephesians 3:10-11, we find that the church has been given great 

responsibilities in sharing the message of Jesus. We are called to share what 
we have witnessed with those around us. How have you seen God at work? 
What would you share? 

● Many of us share the negative impression of “witnesssing” that the people in 
our culture have developed. What do you think we can do to be more effective 
in sharing the message of Jesus? 

● In Acts 1, Jesus is spending his last moments in the physical presence of his 
disciples, and he gives the command we read in verses seven and eight. What 
does it mean to you that he calls us to be his witnesses? 

● Spend some time praying for people that people in the group know who need 
an encounter with someone who is a witness, someone who has encountered 
Jesus and knows how to share it appropriately. You can use first names only if 
that makes sharing easier. 
 

Spend a few minutes sharing prayer requests from group members. Remember that 
prayer requests can involve many areas of life, not just health needs. The group 
leader or a volunteer may lead the group in praying over these needs. 


