
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© James C. Jones and Zach Crowley 

All Rights Reserved  



Sunday, October 6, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Ephesians 3:20-21 CSB) Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that 
we ask or think according to the power that works in us—to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Have you ever had the experience of getting to know a person on the phone 
before you ever laid eyes on him or her? It happens less in our video-driven digital 
age, but occasionally we may still talk to a person on the phone several times 
before we meet. So often when I have had this experience and finally meet the 
person, he or she is just not what I expected. The person in front of me looks 
completely different from the person in my head. 

We have created an image of that person in our minds based on our past 
experiences and our conversations with that person, but we find out that our 
image is wholly inaccurate. This can be a little disorienting until we get 
accustomed to the reality of the person rather than our expectation of what he or 
she might be like. 

We can do this in our relationship with God as well. We don’t encounter God 
face-to-face. We get to know God through story and through prayer. We don’t look 
him in the eye as we would another person. Some time along the way as we come 
to know God more fully, we realize that the image of God that we have created is 
incomplete or inaccurate. 

In one of those moments when we encounter God in a new way based on the 
events of our lives or on a new insight that we have gained through reading 
Scripture or through prayer, we may suddenly realize that the true nature of God 
goes far beyond what we could imagine. Something in the created world shows us 
that God’s glory is greater than what we had assumed. God’s activity in our lives 
shows us that he is far greater and more powerful than we had assumed. The fact 
that I have been forgiven shows me that God’s love and grace are far more 
extensive than I had imagined. All of these experiences can take us beyond our 
assumptions and expectations of God. 

Ultimately, however, that’s part of the very definition of God. God is always 
beyond our imagination. It’s part of what it means for him to be God. We are limited 
in our capacity for knowledge and insight, and we are limited by both time and 
space, but God stands outside these limitations. He is beyond! And that is exactly 
what we are going to learn and celebrate during this series of lessons. 
  



Monday, October 7, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Hebrews 13:8 CSB) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 

LeAnn and I were recently discussing the first days of our ministry. In 1992, 
while I was in college, I began as a part-time youth minister in a small, downtown 
church in Johnson City, TN. The church had its heyday in the 1960s, and many 
people in the church, especially the leaders, still looked back on that time as the 
glory days, and I heard many stories about them. As a young guy just starting out 
in ministry, all of that sounded like ancient history, and for me, it had nothing to do 
with what we were trying to accomplish in the early 90s. 

Of course, I am now the one talking about ministry 25+ years ago, and the 
young people around me are wondering what ministry in the 90s has to do with 
what we’re doing as we approach 2020. What I do know about ministry then versus 
ministry now is that it has changed dramatically. I won’t bore you with the details 
of the many changes I’ve seen. Those who were adults in the 90s already know 
how much things have changed, and those who came later don’t care! 

But through those years, the church has needed to change and adapt 
continually, and we will continue to change and adapt. Sometimes all of this 
change can seem a bit overwhelming to those of us who are tasked with 
leadership and serving in church, and we might even wonder whether we can do it. 

In the face of our questions and doubt, we are reminded of the words of 
Hebrews 13:8. Jesus is the same. He always has been, and he always will be. When 
the world seems to be shifting underneath us, and we aren’t sure how to respond, 
we can be sure that Jesus is the same as he’s always been, and he’s not going to 
change in the future. And this gives us our firm foundation. 
 
  



Tuesday, October 8, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Job 40:6-9 CSB) Then the LORD answered Job from the whirlwind:  Get ready to 
answer me like a man; When I question you, you will inform me.  Would you really 
challenge my justice? Would you declare me guilty to justify yourself?  Do you have 
an arm like God's? Can you thunder with a voice like his?  
 

Have you ever just wished that you had kept your mouth shut? Maybe you 
gave an opinion that turned out to be not-so-popular. Or maybe your mouth got 
ahead of your knowledge on some topic being discussed, and suddenly everyone in 
the room was aware of your ignorance. It’s not a pleasant feeling. 

At the end of the book that bears his name, I think Job has that same sense. 
Job began the discussion with a good question: “Why do bad things happen to good 
people, name, me?” Valid. Job and his family had experienced devastating losses, 
and Job was attempting to discern why God would allow this to happen to him. So, 
for the last 37 chapters, Job and some friends who joined him in his suffering trade 
all kinds of answers to this difficult question. 

At the beginning of Job 40, God has had enough. He is ready to cross-examine 
Job, and the questions come as an onslaught with Job barely having the opening to 
mutter a stray “um” or “huh?” God wants to know if Job really thinks that he is 
equal with God and can challenge him in this way. God goes on to ask Job a litany 
of questions about his role in creating and sustaining Earth. Of course, Job has no 
answer because Job had no part in all of that. 

In the process, however, we begin to see the extent of God’s incredible power 
in creation, and the point of God’s answer to Job’s question seems to be that 
humans simply don’t have the knowledge to understand the answers to these 
questions. And as I get to glimpse the incredible power of God, I am struck that I 
have only seen a glimpse of who God is and how he works. The greatness and 
glory of God go far beyond what I can imagine. 
 
  



Wednesday, October 9, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Exodus 32:14 CSB) So the LORD relented concerning the disaster he had said he 
would bring on his people.  
 

The people of Israel had built for themselves an idol. It was the number one 
thing that they were supposed to avoid doing, and somehow they fell in the trap. 
God must not have seemed present enough to them; therefore, they created a god 
that they could see, a god before whom they could bow. They made just such a god, 
and they worshiped it. 

The writer of Exodus says that God’s anger burned against the people of Israel 
for this sin. This offended God so mightily that he was ready to destroy them, but 
Moses intervened. He begged God not to do this horrible thing. God had brought 
this people into existence. He had made them a people, and it would only please 
those who had owned them to see them destroyed. And in the end, God relented. 
He decided not to destroy them. God offered mercy rather than justice. 

Sometimes we forget just how expansive the mercy of God is. We know that 
Jesus died to offer us forgiveness. We know that he took our sins to the cross, but 
we also sense the weight of our sin. We know just how much we have offended 
God, and we don’t understand how he could possibly have chosen to forgive us. In 
those moments, we may doubt the mercy of God. 

Passages like this one, and many others, remind us that God’s mercy goes 
beyond what we sometimes think. They remind us that God has chosen the path of 
grace because of his incredible love for us that is unearned and undeserved. 
 
  



Thursday, October 10, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(John 11:43 CSB) After he said this, he shouted with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come 
out!" 
 

Have you ever dreamed of someone you love who has died? Maybe you carried 
on a conversation with them. It felt like they were in the room with you again. And 
then when you woke up and realized it was all a dream, you were disappointed. 

I’ve had that experience. When we lose someone we love deeply, maybe 
someone who is woven intricately into the pattern of our own lives, we often long 
to see them again. One of the struggles of dealing with death is its finality. We 
know we won’t have those conversations. We won’t share experiences. It feels like 
it’s all over. It’s the end of that person’s story, the end of their existence. And we 
grieve over that. 

But of course, one component of the good news of the gospel is that it is not 
the end. Everyone thought the story of Lazarus had been written. He had died and 
was in the tomb, but Jesus showed that his power goes beyond what we would 
expect because, at Jesus’ command, Lazarus came out of the tomb. Jesus showed 
that he had power over the greatest enemy of our physical bodies: death. 

All of this points forward. It’s not just that Jesus has raised people from the 
dead; he will raise people from the dead. All of human history points forward to 
Jesus’ return and the resurrection that he will bring. At that moment, we will all 
experience what Lazarus did: new life. 
 
  



Friday, October 11, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Genesis 1:1 CSB) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
 

Three years ago, our family visited Yosemite National Park. Of course, we 
could have spent much longer there, but we only had a day, and as we drove out of 
the park, we stopped one last time to look back over Yosemite Valley. As I looked 
over the vast expanse of the mountains and trees and waterfalls, I was struck by 
sheer awe. It was so large, so beautiful, that I couldn’t take it all in, and I had this 
overwhelming desire to sit there for the rest of my life looking at this incredible 
vista. 

In those moments when the sheer size and grandeur of creation strikes us in 
such a powerful way, we gain a sense of the greatness of God. If he could bring 
this into being, then I certainly will never fully understand or properly appreciate 
this God. I’ll never get a handle on God because he is beyond all that I could 
imagine. 

It goes far beyond Yosemite Valley. When I think of the vast size of our own 
galaxy, I am overwhelmed by a God who created it all. But then I am reminded of 
the fact that it is one of the 100 billion galaxies, and I don’t begin to understand 
how God can keep all of this sorted. He not only sorted it, but he created it. 

I also think of the very small: the behavior of the very small particles which 
make up atoms. Once again, this goes far beyond my ability to comprehend, but 
God designed it all. 

As I encounter this kind of God, I recognize that he is worthy of my worship. 
He is worthy of all that I can give him and far more. And I begin to see that God has 
the power to break all of the molds that I might place on him and that he has 
power that I could never comprehend. 
 
  



Saturday, October 12, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Genesis 18:11-12 CSB) Abraham and Sarah were old and getting on in years. Sarah 
had passed the age of childbearing. So she laughed to herself: "After I am worn out 
and my lord is old, will I have delight?" 
 

In the church, we sometimes see marriages healed which should have ended 
in divorce. We see addiction overcome when it should have destroyed lives. And it 
all seems impossible. The world would have given up on it all. The world would 
have said that there is no hope. But Christians believe in a God who has the power 
to do what seems impossible. 

Sarah discovered that. In her old age, messengers from God came and spoke 
to her aged husband, and they announced that Sarah would give birth. And she 
laughed. The thought of her elderly body carrying a child seemed ridiculous to her. 
If we’re honest, we would say that it would have sounded ridiculous to us as well. 
Nonagenarians do not give birth. Period. 

But of course, Sarah did. She gave birth to Isaac, her only son, who continued 
the line of Abraham to her grandson Jacob, the father of the people of Israel. And 
in turn, this became the bloodline of the kings of Israel and Jesus himself. It all 
seems rather preposterous. An old woman preparing a snack for unexpected 
guests laughs at the thought of giving birth in her old age. Impossible. 

But it wasn’t impossible because God was at work. God can do what we 
assume is impossible. All of this reminds us that we should pause before we limit 
what we believe God can or will do. His power goes beyond what we can imagine, 
and we don’t have the right or responsibility to proclaim what is impossible. 
 
  



Sunday, October 13, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
John 15:13 CSB) "No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his 
friends. 
 

On September 11, 2001, firefighters climbed dozens of flights of stairs while 
everyone else went down and away from the danger. The men and women of the 
FDNY walked straight into the mouth of danger that day in an effort to save lives. 
They were willing to risk their own lives (and many of them gave their lives) to 
save others. 

Jesus said that there is no greater love than this. No gift is more meaningful. 
No sacrifice is more costly. Jesus knew firsthand. From the beginning, giving his 
life was part of the mission. He knew all along. In fact, he told the disciples on 
more than one occasion that he would be killed, though they didn’t seem to 
understand what he was telling them. 

But on that Friday, as Jesus hung on the cross, all of the evil, all of the sin, 
every despicable act came rushing in on him, and he carried it with him. As Jesus 
died, he took on all of the sin of humanity, and he did it willingly. He chose that 
path. 

He chose that path because of his incredible love for us. It’s a love that looks 
past our sins to what we could become if our sins were forgiven. Jesus could see 
what we would be like if we lived in a trusting relationship with him. He could see 
that we would be better people. He could see that we would become far more like 
the people that God created us to be. And Jesus could see us spending eternity 
with him. That’s why he chose to charge into the face of death and danger: his love 
for us. 
 
  



Monday, October 14, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Romans 5:6-8 CSB) For while we were still helpless, at the right time, Christ died 
for the ungodly. For rarely will someone die for a just person—  though for a good 
person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves his own love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

When I was a sophomore in high school, like many other students, I took 
geometry. The class surprised me a bit because I had never really enjoyed a math 
class, but I loved geometry. I especially liked the proofs: taking theorems and 
axioms and proving truths. That was right up my alley. 

In today’s passage, Paul wrote that God “proved” his love for us in Jesus’ death 
for us while we were still sinners. If we ever wondered whether God really loved 
us, he made it clear when Jesus died for those who didn’t deserve it. We had not 
repented. We had not apologized. In fact, we had not even been born, but God knew 
that we would be sinners. Knowing all of the sins that we would commit, Christ 
died for us. 

This word “proved” could also be translated “demonstrated” or even “showed.” 
It’s a different shade of meaning than “proof” in the scientific, empirical sense. 
What Paul is telling us is that Jesus’ death for us, while we were sinners, is a real-
world demonstration of the kind of love that is described throughout scripture. 
We’re seeing the practical reality of God’s love. But that’s just like God. He doesn’t 
just tell us about love. He doesn’t just say that he loves us. He demonstrated it as 
clearly as possible when he allowed his son to pay the price that we should have 
paid: death. 
 
  



Tuesday, October 15, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(John 8:2-11 CSB) At dawn he went to the temple again, and all the people were 
coming to him. He sat down and began to teach them.  Then the scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, making her stand in the center. 
"Teacher," they said to him, "this woman was caught in the act of committing 
adultery. In the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you 
say? " They asked this to trap him, in order that they might have evidence to 
accuse him. Jesus stooped down and started writing on the ground with his finger. 
When they persisted in questioning him, he stood up and said to them, "The one 
without sin among you should be the first to throw a stone at her." Then he stooped 
down again and continued writing on the ground. When they heard this, they left 
one by one, starting with the older men. Only he was left, with the woman in the 
center. When Jesus stood up, he said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?"  "No one, Lord," she answered. "Neither do I condemn you," said 
Jesus. "Go, and from now on do not sin anymore." 
 

Our culture is filled with condemnation. In some ways, it seems like that’s part 
of the basic function of social media, especially Twitter. Every day, some public 
figure is charged with committing the unforgivable sin. In our world of sharply 
divided politics, each side has its list of acts for which there is no pardon, and they 
are quick to identify offenders. 

It was true in Jesus’ day as well even without Twitter. In John 8, a woman is 
charged with committing a sin which was considered one of the worst: adultery. In 
fact, she seems to have been dragged from the bed of a man who was not her 
husband. It’s a multi-layered story with several important themes running through 
it, but one of the primary messages is that this woman stands guilty. But Jesus 
offers forgiveness. He doesn’t deny the reality of her sin or minimize it. But he 
doesn’t exaggerate it either. He doesn’t rank it among other sins. He simply calls 
her to abandon it. 

And Jesus makes the same call to us. He doesn’t minimize our sin; he forgives 
it and calls us to leave it behind. 
 
  



Wednesday, October 16, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(1 John 1:9 CSB) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Have you ever wondered if your sins can truly be forgiven? Maybe you’ve 
looked around church on a Sunday morning and thought, “I bet no one here has 
committed the sins that I’ve committed.” Maybe you thought that God could 
probably forgive the minor things that other people have done, but you’re pretty 
sure God is not willing to forgive what you have done. 

It’s an important question in the Christian life because if we don’t believe that 
God does actually forgive our sins, it’s impossible to be confident of eternal life. It 
can even be hard to believe that God would want a relationship with me. This issue 
matters because it’s at the core of our faith. 

One of my favorite verses is 1 John 1:9 because here John makes the point as 
clearly as he possibly can: God forgives our sins. If we take our sins to God and 
openly confess them as sins, he will forgive us. John places no conditions on this. 
He doesn’t exclude certain sins. He simply says that if we admit our sins, God will 
forgive. To me, it is one of the most reassuring verses in the whole Bible, one that 
many people need to hear. It’s one that many of us need to repeat to ourselves 
over and over. 
 
  



Thursday, October 17, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Psalm 103:11-12 CSB) For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is 
his faithful love toward those who fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our transgressions from us.  
 

Sometimes elementary students say hurtful things, and one day it happened in 
one of my daughters’ classrooms. The teacher asked for an apology, and it was 
given. The problem came when the infraction was brought up over and over again. 
It felt like the words were being held over the students’ heads. 

Maybe you had a parent who continually reminded you of what you got or did 
wrong. You could never live down the mistakes. Or your spouse makes sure that 
you remember the time that you hurt him or her. You’ll never be allowed to forget 
it, as if you ever could. It feels like it’s always in front of you. 

The good news for us is that God doesn’t work that way. Psalm 103 tells us 
that God doesn’t just forget our sins; he hides them. He puts them away so that 
they can’t be found again. We don’t have to worry about God saying, “Remember 
when you…” He’s chosen not to remember. He’s chosen to give us a new start over 
and over again. 
 
  



Friday, October 18, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(1Corinthians 15:21-22 CSB) For since death came through a man, the resurrection 
of the dead also comes through a man. For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
all will be made alive.  
 

It didn’t take humans long to sin. In the Garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve 
had everything they needed, including a close relationship with God, they chose to 
sin when they were tempted with knowledge. It was knowledge they thought they 
were lacking. They violated God’s clear command to get this knowledge. And each 
of us has chosen to follow their example. Though we have been blessed in amazing 
ways by a God who loves us, we have chosen to go our own way and ignore God’s 
call on our lives. 

The result of sin is always death. For Adam and for us, physical death is a 
result of sin, but spiritual death can also result. That’s what we deserve from God. 

Thankfully, that’s not the end of the story. Just as Adam and Eve introduced 
sin to humanity, Jesus dealt with the sin problem for all of humanity. Jesus dealt 
with both the sin and its punishment. He paid the price that we should have paid 
when he died on the cross. And Jesus went one step further: he defeated death 
with resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we can be confident 
that we too can be raised from the dead. We have hope that this life and the death 
which ends it is not the end. It is the beginning of what God has in store. 
 
  



Saturday, October 19, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(1 John 3:16 NIV) This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
 

We’ve been talking about forgiveness all week. We’ve said that Jesus offers us 
forgiveness that we simply don’t deserve. This truth is at the heart of the gospel, 
the good news that we share in Jesus. We talked about the extent of that 
forgiveness and that it leads to eternal life. 

John tells us, in his first letter, that this forgiveness is the key to help us 
understand what love is. Jesus chose all of this for us. He went to the cross 
voluntarily. His prayer in the garden shows us that he didn’t want to go to the 
cross, but he knew that we needed him to go. And this act of sacrifice is the 
definition of love for us. 

It doesn’t just define the love that God has for us; it defines the love that we 
should have for others. Our relationships of giving should be modeled after Jesus’ 
willingness to give to us. If we want to understand love, the first place that we 
should look is the cross. 
 
  



Sunday, October 20, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Ephesians 3:7-9 CSB) I was made a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's 
grace that was given to me by the working of his power.  This grace was given to 
me — the least of all the saints—  to proclaim to the Gentiles the incalculable 
riches of Christ, and to shed light for all about the administration of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God who created all things. 
 

Have you ever felt like you were unqualified for something? Maybe you just 
got a new job in a field in which you have little experience, or maybe you have 
found yourself leading others and you were not quite sure you have what it takes. 
Feeling unqualified can wear us down. It can make us feel overwhelmed. 

In the summer of 2010, I had just graduated from college, and I was beginning 
to feel called to serve in vocational ministry. I met with the lead pastor of my 
church, Tim Harlow (Parkview Christian Church), to talk about life and ministry. At 
the end of our conversation, he said, “How about you help lead a student ministry 
mission trip to New York City this summer? I’ll pay your way to go.” Despite not 
having the slightest clue what a mission trip to New York City would entail, I said 
yes. 

On day one of that trip, I remember feeling so out of place. Here we were, 
driving in 15-passenger vans from Chicago to New York City, and I wanted nothing 
to do with it. Everyone else seemed to know each other. Everyone else seemed to 
be laughing and having fun. I thought,  “How do I get out of this? I’m stuck going on 
this trip now! I can’t lead this trip. I don’t even know what I’m doing! I’m not 
qualified for this!” 

Sometimes God uses those who are “unqualified” in the world’s eyes. The 
Apostle Paul felt the same way. He had a past that he wasn’t all that proud of. He 
had done things in his past that should have made him unqualified to lead the 
church. Yet, God specializes in using unqualified people. Paul, the least of all the 
saints, went on to be a leader in the church and write several books of the New 
Testament. Why? Because he was unqualified.  

If you feel unqualified today, you are in good company. Paul has been there 
before, and I have been there before. God specializes in using unqualified people. 
The only thing you need to do is be willing to be used for His glory. 
 

  



Monday, October 21, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Act 9:10-15 CSB) There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord 
said to him in a vision, "Ananias." "Here I am, Lord," he replied.  "Get up and go to 
the street called Straight," the Lord said to him, "to the house of Judas, and ask for 
a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. In a vision he has seen a 
man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain 
his sight."  "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard from many people about this 
man, how much harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. "And he has 
authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."  But the 
Lord said to him, "Go, for this man is my chosen instrument to take my name to 
Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 
 

Paul was an enemy of God. “Enemy” is a pretty extreme word, but that’s what 
he was. He opposed God at every turn. He organized a group of people who would 
hunt down followers of Jesus. He had the authority of the Church to arrest and kill 
anyone who followed Jesus. If there was ever a human who was an enemy of God, 
it was Paul. 

Truth be told, you and I are sometimes enemies of God. In the Book of James, 
it says that anyone who is a friend to the world becomes an enemy of God. If we 
are honest with ourselves, then we know that there have been moments in our 
lives where we have been friends with the world. We are friends of the world 
anytime we seek to fulfill the evil passions within us. 

Our flesh is filled with evil passions; lust, pride, jealousy. These desires are 
not from God. They are part of our sinful flesh, and they exist in all of us. The more 
we give in to them, the more we become a friend to the world and an enemy of 
God. When we gossip about a coworker, we become friends with the world. When 
we verbally cut someone down, we become friends with the world. When we 
stretch the truth while telling a story, we become friends with the world. 

But here’s the good news: God gives grace to the humble. If we humble 
ourselves before God, we will be able to resist our sinful passions and remain 
friends with God. God is more than willing to forgive us and be our friend. God can 
make an enemy into a friend. That’s what he did with Paul, and that’s what he does 
with us. Today, choose friendship with God.   
 
  



Tuesday, October 22, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Luke 5:27-32 CSB) After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi 
sitting at the tax office, and he said to him, "Follow me." So, leaving everything 
behind, he got up and began to follow him.  Then Levi hosted a grand banquet for 
him at his house. Now there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others who 
were guests with them. But the Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to 
his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners? "  Jesus 
replied to them, "It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but those who 
are sick. "I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."  
 

This story in the Gospel of Luke is foundational to the way of Jesus. At this 
moment, Jesus declares that God does not hate anyone. Hate is not the motive of 
God’s heart. God didn’t send Jesus to hate people and judge them. God sent Jesus 
to love people and help them. Jesus says that He didn’t come for the healthy, but 
the sick. He came to be near to those who are hurting, lost, and confused. It’s His 
mission to lovingly bring them back into a relationship with God. That’s also 
supposed to be the mission of the local church. 

In our world, it’s very common to find people on a street corner or on social 
media loudly declaring who God hates. They like to condemn a certain person or 
behavior. But there’s a problem with that, and it’s that God loves! The Bible says 
that “God is love” and that he sent Jesus not to condemn, but to love. The truth is 
that God loves everyone—homosexuals, addicts, gamblers, strippers, abortionists, 
prostitutes, liars, and you.  

It is our mission, as followers of Jesus, to walk in his footsteps and love 
everyone. Regardless of race, socio-economic status, sexual orientation, habits, or 
lifestyle, we are supposed to love everyone. If that’s not something you are willing 
to do, then I humbly suggest that perhaps you don’t fully understand the heart of 
God. Jesus was focused on loving God and loving others, and that’s what we should 
be doing as well.  
 
  



Wednesday, October 23, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Matthew 18:1-5 CSB) At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "So who 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven? " He called a child and had him stand among 
them. "Truly I tell you," he said, "unless you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child -- this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes 
one child like this in my name welcomes me.  
 

Children can be great examples of humility. Notice that I wrote, “can be.” 
Sometimes children can be very strong-willed. Sometimes they can be stubborn. 
Sometimes they can be prideful or arrogant. But most of the time, they are humble. 
Think about it: 

Children ask a lot of questions. They are well aware that there is a great deal 
of information in the world which they don’t know. Children ask for help…several 
times an hour! They ask for help with tying their shoes, cutting up their food, 
building a tower of blocks, and a host of other things. 

Children are willing to practice things to get better. They don’t assume that 
they are already experts at something. They know that they are a work in 
progress. Children submit to authority (mostly). Even if they have moments when 
they act like the boss, deep down they know they are not. They submit to the 
authority figures in their lives. 

Jesus says that those who are the greatest in the Kingdom of God are those 
who are willing to humble themselves like children. Those who are great are 
willing to admit that they don’t know everything. They are willing to ask questions 
to gain more information and knowledge. Those who are great are willing to ask 
for help. They are willing to admit that they cannot handle everything on their own. 
They know that they need the help of God and others to get through life. 

Those who are great are willing to work hard to get better at things. They 
know that they are a work in progress, and they are willing to embrace the daily 
grind of life. Those who are great submit to authority. They know that there are 
situations where they are not in charge, and they are willing to submit to that 
other person’s authority. Ultimately, they are willing to submit to the highest 
authority, God, in all areas of life. 

Those who are great are…humble. Jesus said, “…whoever humbles himself like 
this child – this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

  



Thursday, October 24, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(James 1:27 CSB) Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world. 

 
Who are the overlooked people in your community? That’s an important 

question that every follower of Jesus must seek to answer. We are called to care 
for those that the world has dismissed. That’s what Jesus did while He was on this 
earth. 

All throughout Jesus’ ministry, He was taking care of the sick and the hurting. 
Even when Jesus was overwhelmed with a long to-do list, he still had time to stop 
and take care of those who were in need.  

Jesus’ brother, James, learned from Jesus throughout their childhood. He then 
watched Jesus from afar, not sure if he was really the Messiah. After Jesus’ death, 
James understood that His brother was really the Christ. James went on to follow 
the Way and taught others to do so as well. In his book, James wrote that pure and 
undefiled religion before God the Father is to look after orphans and widows. 

In the first century, orphans and widows were both groups of people who the 
world had dismissed. A widow would have had no means of earning money for 
their family. Because of this, society would have dismissed her as worthless. 
Orphans would have been seen as less valuable than other children because they 
likely had no inheritance in their future. Additionally, children as a whole were not 
valued highly in society. 

So what about our society today? Who are the overlooked people in your 
community? Maybe there are widows and orphans who are overlooked. There are 
also probably other groups of people who often get overlooked by society. Some of 
those groups of people might be individuals who are homeless or suffering from 
mental illness or addiction. It might be children who find themselves in foster care. 
It might be individuals who have a certain profession or come from a certain 
family.  

Jesus cared for those that the world had dismissed. As His followers, we are 
called to do the same. 
 

  



Friday, October 25, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(John 21:15-17 CSB) When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said to him, 
"you know that I love you." "Feed my lambs," he told him. A second time he asked 
him, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" "Yes, Lord," he said to him, "you know 
that I love you." "Shepherd my sheep," he told him.  He asked him the third time, 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved that he asked him the 
third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you." "Feed my sheep," Jesus said. 
 

Oh, Peter. I have always resonated with Peter. He talks before he thinks. He 
acts before he thinks. He answers questions that are supposed to be rhetorical. He 
overestimates his skills. He has moments of great faith and moments of little faith. 
He’s bold enough to stand up in situations where no one else will, yet he’s weak 
enough to hide in the shadows when his own safety is threatened. 

Peter’s original name was Simon. After he met Jesus, Jesus changed his 
name to Peter. The name “Peter” means for “rock.” Peter is supposed to be a “rock 
of faith.” He is supposed to stick with Jesus until the end.  

The story in our text takes place after Peter denied Jesus three times on the 
night Jesus was arrested. Three times. Three different times Peter denied the fact 
that he knew, and loved, Jesus.   Peter was supposed to be the rock. 

Jesus asks Peter three different times if he loves Him. Each of those three 
times, Jesus called him Simon. Instead of using the name that means rock, Jesus 
used his birth name. “Simon, do you love me?” 

The guy who was supposed to be the rock and follow Jesus until the end is 
called out by Jesus for not living up to that. However, after their conversation is 
over, Jesus says to Peter, “Follow me.”  

He doesn’t say, “Get away from me.” He doesn’t say, “You aren’t good enough.” 
He doesn’t say, “You had your chance and you blew it.” He says, “You can still follow 
me. I still accept you even though you rejected me at one point.” 

I am thankful that Jesus allows us to follow him even after we've blown it. I’m 
thankful that Jesus allows us to have a relationship with Him after we've rejected 
him. Thankfully, we have a Savior who receives those who have forsaken him.  
 

  



Saturday, October 26, 2019 – Zach Crowley 

(Joshua 2:1-7 CSB) Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two men as spies from the 
Acacia Grove, saying, "Go and scout the land, especially Jericho." So they left, and 
they came to the house of a prostitute named Rahab, and stayed there.  The king of 
Jericho was told, "Look, some of the Israelite men have come here tonight to 
investigate the land." Then the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab and said, "Bring 
out the men who came to you and entered your house, for they came to investigate 
the entire land."  But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. So she 
said, "Yes, the men did come to me, but I didn't know where they were from. "At 
nightfall, when the city gate was about to close, the men went out, and I don't know 
where they were going. Chase after them quickly, and you can catch up with them! 
" But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them among the stalks of flax 
that she had arranged on the roof. The men pursued them along the road to the 
fords of the Jordan, and as soon as they left to pursue them, the city gate was 
shut. 
 
(Matthew 1:5 CSB) Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab, Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, 
Obed fathered Jesse,  
 

Rahab was an outcast. There’s no other way to view her life. She was 
someone who possessed no value in the world. She was an object to be used 
rather than a person to be loved. She was a prostitute. That was her means of 
earning money to survive in a world that condemned her. Yet, at an important part 
in the story of God’s people, God chose to use Rahab. He chose to redeem her life. 
He chose to give her a purpose and a future.  

I've once heard it said that our lives are the sum total of our choices. I think 
there is a great deal of wisdom in that. Our choices, good and bad, determine 
where we end up in life. Far too many people think that because they have good 
intentions, they will end up in the place that they want to in life. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Our choices, not our intentions, determine our destination.  

Perhaps you have made some choices along the way that have taken you to a 
destination that you never wanted to be. It’s possible that there are people in this 
world who look down on you because of some choices that you’ve made. It’s even 
possible that society as a whole condemns you because of your past.  

Society condemned Rahab. The choices that she made in life led her to a 
destination that she never wanted to be in. She was looked down on by others. 
People began to value her less and less. She felt shame at every turn. She felt 
condemnation by all. But when people viewed her as an object to be used, God 
viewed her as a person to be valued. You see, God values those who the world 
condemns. He redeems those who have made poor choices, and then he put them 
to work in His Kingdom.    
 
  



Sunday, October 27, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Philippians 4:6-7 CSB) Don't worry about anything, but in everything, through 
prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

I am a world-class worrier. Regardless of the situation, I can always find 
something to worry about. I worry about my kids, about finances, about the church, 
about everything. When I realize I’m not worried about something, I often think 
immediately of something I could worry about. And I have tried to make that go 
away. How I’ve tried! It’s just not easy, and for me, I don’t think it ever will be. 

One thing I’ve noticed is that most of my worry begins with two words: what if. 
What if one of my kids gets sick? What if they make a series of bad choices? What if 
the roof leaks this winter? What if the car breaks down in the middle of a 
snowstorm? What if….? It never ends. 

In the face of all of my worry, I hear Paul answering me with the words found 
in Philippians 4. “Don’t worry about anything,” Paul says. And I want to respond, 
“Easy for you to say.” But it wasn’t easy for Paul. It couldn’t have been. He had 
some very difficult times. It was never about relative ease. Rather, Paul’s antidote 
for worry was always found in the presence and power of God, and that’s the only 
place that we can find freedom from our worry. 
 
  



Monday, October 28, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(2Ti 1:7 CSB) For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and 
sound judgment. 
 

Have you ever been paralyzed by fear? In those moments, the fear is so 
palpable, so real, that you can’t avoid it. You can almost taste it! I’ve never loved 
heights, but over the years, I have gotten more sensitive to being off the ground. A 
few years ago, I was cleaning out someone’s gutters, and I got on the roof to get a 
better angle. When the time came for me to come down the ladder, I just couldn’t 
figure out how to get back on the top rung. I knew I’d be all right once I was headed 
in the right direction, but I couldn’t make the transition from the roof to the ladder. 
Every way I turned, I felt like I was about to fall. And at that moment, I was frozen. 
Eventually, I found the right way and made it down, but LeAnn said she wasn’t sure 
that I was going to get off that roof. 

It doesn’t have to be a physical fear. It could involve our emotions or our 
thoughts, but fear can paralyze us. It can keep us from moving forward in life to 
accomplish our goals or make the transitions that we know are necessary. We 
don’t take the steps that could help us and the people we love because our fear 
paralyzes us. 

Paul saw the need to encourage Timothy to overcome just this kind of fear, 
and to do so, Paul reminded Timothy that the Spirit that God gives us is not one of 
fear. Rather, through his Spirit, we are emboldened to show power, love, and 
sound judgment. In these things, we overcome the paralyzing fear that comes from 
our own spirit. God wants us to take us beyond what keeps us from reaching the 
potential that he has placed within us. 

I’ve quoted this verse many times over the years, often to people who have 
just told me that they are afraid, and often to myself when I recognize fear which 
I’ve allowed to rise up within me. 
 
  



Tuesday, October 29, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Mat 6:25-27 CSB) "Therefore I tell you: Don't worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn't life more 
than food and the body more than clothing? "Consider the birds of the sky: They 
don't sow or reap or gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren't 
you worth more than they? "Can any of you add one moment to his life-span by 
worrying? 
 

“Don’t worry about your life.” That’s easy to say...except Jesus seems to have 
followed his own advice. He could have worried about life. He seems not to have 
planned a sound investment strategy or at times in his life, even a strategy for the 
next meal. He didn’t worry about even death itself. Jesus knew what was coming. 
He knew the death that he would die, and we don’t have any hint that Jesus 
“worried” about this until he was in the Garden of Gethsemane just hours before it 
happened. Before those moments, Jesus showed clear intentions to go to 
Jerusalem to face death. 

And so, Jesus could instruct us not to worry, but Jesus didn’t leave us with 
just a general command. He also put the power of God behind this instruction. He 
reminds us that God cares for all of nature, and if God cares for flowers and grass, 
we should be confident that since he values us so much more, he will certainly 
care for us as well. 

So, we could worry about what’s going to happen tomorrow or ten years from 
now or 50 years from now, but Jesus is reminding us that the worry will not help 
us and that we all have plenty to focus on in the days that he has given us. 
 
  



Wednesday, October 30, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Mat 14:25-33 CSB) Jesus came toward them walking on the sea very early in the 
morning. When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified. "It's a 
ghost!" they said, and they cried out in fear.  Immediately Jesus spoke to them. 
"Have courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  "Lord, if it's you," Peter answered him, 
"command me to come to you on the water."  He said, "Come." And climbing out of 
the boat, Peter started walking on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he 
saw the strength of the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, 
"Lord, save me!"  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand, caught hold of him, and 
said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt? "  When they got into the boat, 
the wind ceased. Then those in the boat worshiped him and said, "Truly you are the 
Son of God."  
 

Our older daughter Lauren was born ten weeks early, which brought a host of 
potential health problems for her. The doctor in the neonatal ICU patiently and 
carefully described each one of these potential problems just after she was born. 
At that moment, it felt like all of them were going to happen. The truth was that 
she would experience few complications in the short run and none in the long run. 
But I didn’t know that as the doctor laid out all of the dire conditions she could 
experience. 

In the hours and days after Lauren’s birth, my faith was much like Peter’s. I 
spent a lot of time in prayer, and I attempted to express trust in God regardless of 
what happened, but it was very difficult. I knew what I wanted to happen, but I 
didn’t know what God was going to do in these moments. I frequently looked from 
God to the chaos of the stormy sea that seemed to surround us during those days. 

At times, I struggled with what an outlook of faith should be in those 
moments. God never promised LeAnn, or Lauren, or me that she would have no 
trouble. He didn’t promise health to any of us. But he did promise to walk with us 
through all that happened, which is just what he promised Peter. And like me, 
Peter forgot. Only when Jesus tangibly showed the power of God that he wielded 
did Peter confess his faith in Jesus. I can’t put much blame at Peter’s feet; I’m just 
like him. But I can learn from Peter’s experience. Jesus is right beside us, ready to 
carry us through. 
 
  



Thursday, October 31, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(1 Peter 3:13-14 CSB) Who then will harm you if you are devoted to what is good? 
But even if you should suffer for righteousness, you are blessed. Do not fear what 
they fear or be intimidated. 
 

We might suffer because we are followers of Jesus. This is a truth we would 
rather not acknowledge. We don’t want to think about it. We like a faith that says 
that since we follow God, he will protect us from all danger. Though that may 
sound like a statement of faith, the truth is that many early Christians faced arrest, 
beating, and even death because they refused to deny their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Did that mean that God had abandoned them? Did that mean that somehow 
God was not powerful enough to protect them? No. Peter reminds us that even if 
we were to suffer because of our faith in Jesus, we are blessed. God has not 
forgotten us. Part of Peter’s point here is that even in the face of that kind of 
struggle, we have no reason to fear because God is present. 

Most of us have not been called to face the kind of suffering that these early 
Christians faced. We may have dealt with suffering, but rarely have we suffered 
because of our faith in Jesus. The opponents of these early Christians falsely 
believed that the most important thing that they could take away from them was 
their lives. But those who opposed these Christians were wrong. These Christians 
knew that life doesn’t end when our bodies die. God has more in store, and for that 
reason alone, they could approach their suffering without fear. 
 
  



Friday, November 1, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Exodus 3:11-12 CSB) But Moses asked, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and 
that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  He answered, "I will certainly be 
with you, and this will be the sign to you that I am the one who sent you: when you 
bring the people out of Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain." 
 

I can remember beginning my first preaching ministry at the age of 25 and 
wondering, “How am I going to know what to do?” I really wondered how anybody 
could know what to do. It was beyond me to know how to preach sermons, plan 
worship services, conduct funerals and weddings, care for the sick, and lead any 
number of meetings. And sometimes, even after 25 years of ministry, I still feel 
that way. 

We all doubt our abilities at times. The good news for us is that we are in good 
company. The greatest leader of the Israelites in the Old Testament is Moses. He 
was a warrior, a prophet, a law-giver, and a judge. And yet, when God called him to 
lead this people, Moses hesitated. In fact, he turned God down flat. He told God that 
he was incapable of the task. He knew that he couldn’t do it. 

But God lovingly showed him the way. God gave him signs and words that 
helped him lead. But mostly, God was with him, and that’s what we need. We know 
we’re really not capable of taking on these tasks in the name of God, but what we 
need to know is that in the midst of our inability, God’s presence in the one thing 
that we need. 
 
  



Saturday, November 2, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Luke 12:11-12 CSB) "Whenever they bring you before synagogues and rulers and 
authorities, don't worry about how you should defend yourselves or what you 
should say. For the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what must be said." 
 

When people who are learning about Jesus begin to grapple with the decision 
to follow him, one of the issues that usually arises is what their family will think. If 
they come from a family that does not share faith, they may be condemned, 
ostracized, or taunted. No one wants that from their family, and we don’t want that 
from the people with which we find community. 

But the earliest Christians faced exactly that. Their friends and family who had 
not come to faith in Jesus would have condemned them. They would have stayed 
away from them and refused to do business with them. And these early Christians 
wondered whether they would know what to say in the face of this kind of 
opposition. 

Jesus assured them that they would know. The Spirit which God gave them 
would provide the words that they didn’t have. That might seem impossible. How 
does God’s Spirit let us know what we should say? I don’t know how it works, but I 
do know that it works. I know that even in preaching, I have at times struggled with 
a topic or a passage and wondered how I could possibly communicate what God 
intended, but in the moment, when I had the opportunity to stand and speak and 
took that opportunity, the right words came. God can use you beyond your ability 
because he chooses to live in us through his Spirit. We have to make the decision 
to allow God to do just that. 
 
  



Sunday, November 3, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Luke 6:38 CSB) "Give, and it will be given to you; a good measure—pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over—will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you."  
 

In the middle of her life, my grandmother found herself as a single mother of 
three daughters. At the time, she was working as a realtor. If you know anything 
about the realty business, then you know that it’s all about commissions. If you 
don’t sell houses, you don’t make money. For my grandmother, it was more like, “if 
you don’t sell houses, your family doesn’t eat.” 

On one particular Sunday morning, my grandmother and her three daughters 
went to church like they always did. As the collection plate came around, my 
grandmother asked God, “Lord, how much of my money should I put in?” 

God replied, “All of it.” 
“All of it!” my grandmother thought. There’s no way I can put all of it in. I don’t 

have anything else at home. We don’t have food to eat for this week. How will I feed 
my children? 

Again, God said, “All of it.” 
Sometimes in our lives, God will ask us to do something that seems unnatural. 

Something that goes against “human logic.” Sometimes God will ask us to take a 
leap of faith and give above and beyond what we would think is appropriate at the 
time. 

That was the case for my grandmother that Sunday morning. There was no 
logical reason for her to put all of her money in that offering plate. Yet, she chose 
to be obedient to what God had called her to do. She put all of her money in the 
offering plate that Sunday, and by doing so she also put all of her faith into God. 

Later that day she received a phone call that stated that a house she was 
selling just closed. But, this wasn’t just any house. It was the most expensive 
house she had ever sold. She made more money off of that commission than she 
ever had before.  

That day, my grandmother learned that God blesses us in unexpected ways. It 
may look impossible through your logical eyes. All of the odds may be against you. 
You may have no idea how you will make end meets. You might have medical bills 
piling up. You might be trying to decide which of your bills you’ll pay this month and 
what your family will have to do without. Know this; God blesses us in unexpected 
ways. At just the right time, in just the right way, God will bless you. Stay in faith 
and keep honoring Him. 
 
  
  



Monday, November 4, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(2Ch 1:7-12 NIV) That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, "Ask for 
whatever you want me to give you." Solomon answered God, "You have shown 
great kindness to David my father and have made me king in his place. Now, LORD 
God, let your promise to my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king 
over a people who are as numerous as the dust of the earth. Give me wisdom and 
knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people 
of yours?" God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not 
asked for wealth, possessions or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and 
since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern 
my people over whom I have made you king, therefore wisdom and knowledge will 
be given you. And I will also give you wealth, possessions and honor, such as no 
king who was before you ever had and none after you will have." 
 

What blessings have you received from God lately? Really, stop reading this 
for a moment and think of a few. 

Now that you’ve had some time to think, what blessing have you received from 
God lately? My guess is that you thought of the following: a financial blessing, a 
good break, a new opportunity, a new connection or relationship. Did you happen to 
think of any of the spiritual blessings that God has given you recently? Spiritual 
blessings are the good things that God gives us to feed our souls and help us 
continue to become the person He made us to be. Things like wisdom, peace, 
grace, courage, and love.  

Those are the types of blessings that God gives us every day that we too often 
take for granted. In our text, there is a popular conversation between God and 
Solomon. God tells Solomon that He will bless him with anything that he wants. 
Most people would jump at the chance to ask God for a blessing. We would 
probably ask for more money (who doesn’t need more) or for more recognition and 
fame (pride). Yet, that’s not what Solomon does. Instead, he asks for wisdom. He 
asks for a spiritual blessing, one that will help him become the person that God 
created him to be. 

When is the last time you asked God for a spiritual blessing? When is the last 
time you asked Him to give you more wisdom, peace, joy or courage? Today, let’s 
ask God to bless us spiritually and thank Him for all of the spiritual blessings He 
has already given us. 
 
  
  



Tuesday, November 5, 2019 – Zach Crowley 

 
(Mat 9:1-8 CSB) So he got into a boat, crossed over, and came to his own town. Just 
then some men brought to him a paralytic lying on a stretcher. Seeing their faith, 
Jesus told the paralytic, "Have courage, son, your sins are forgiven."  At this, some 
of the scribes said to themselves, "He's blaspheming!"  Perceiving their thoughts, 
Jesus said, "Why are you thinking evil things in your hearts? For which is easier: to 
say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? "But so that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" -- then he told the 
paralytic, "Get up, take your stretcher, and go home." So he got up and went home. 
When the crowds saw this, they were awestruck and gave glory to God, who had 
given such authority to men.  
 

The story of the paralytic man who was brought to Jesus for healing is one of 
my favorites. The faith of the paralytic man and his friends is something worth 
emulating in our own lives. The man fully believed that Jesus could heal him of a 
seemingly permanent condition. His friends not only believed but were also willing 
to do the work of carrying the man to Jesus because of their love for him. 

What often goes overlooked in this passage is the fact that the paralytic man 
and his friends were way off in their ideas about what they needed from Jesus. 
They went through all of this trouble to get an audience with Jesus only to ask for 
the wrong thing. You see, they thought they needed Jesus to physically heal the 
paralytic man. Yet, what they actually needed was for their sins to be forgiven.  

Sure, it can be tough to have some type of physical disability that prohibits us 
from doing certain things in life. But as much as we desperately want physical 
healing from Jesus, that’s not what we need. What we need is for Jesus to heal us 
of our sins. We need him to atone for the crimes we have committed against God.  

Often times we go to God with a list of the things we want, instead of taking 
the time to hear from Him about what we need. Thankfully, God is willing to give us 
what we need rather than what we want. And the really cool part is that 
sometimes God will also give us what we want. 
 
  
  



Wednesday, November 6, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(1Ki 17:19-22 CSB) But Elijah said to her, "Give me your son." So he took him from 
her arms, brought him up to the upstairs room where he was staying, and laid him 
on his own bed. Then he cried out to the LORD and said, "LORD my God, have you 
also brought tragedy on the widow I am staying with by killing her son? " Then he 
stretched himself out over the boy three times. He cried out to the LORD and said, 
"LORD my God, please let this boy's life come into him again! "  So the LORD 
listened to Elijah, and the boy's life came into him again, and he lived. 
 

Today’s Scripture relays an incredibly strange story. From our 21st century 
perspective, this story doesn’t make sense at all. There’s a widow who has no 
means of providing for her son. The two of them are poor, like dirt poor. She is 
barely able to have enough food for the two of them, and then some random man 
shows up claiming to be a prophet. I don’t know about you, but I’d have slammed 
the door in the guy’s face. I don’t want any overly religious people knocking on my 
door! 

But that’s not how this widow responds. Not only does she invite him into her 
house but she also feeds him first! Really? They are barely able to get by as it is, 
and now they are going to give the very first part of their food to this stranger? 
That takes a great deal of faith. As it turns out, her faith is rewarded. 

Her son gets sick, and his life is threatened. Instead of letting him die, God 
heals her son through Elijah. Elijah stretches himself out of the boy three times 
and cries out to Lord, “Lord my God, please let this boy’s life come into him again!” 
God listens and gives life back to her son. 

I’ll be honest; it’s a pretty weird story. Some boy is dying and Elijah lies on top 
of him and asks God to heal him. Can you imagine someone doing that today in a 
hospital room? It would look pretty strange to us, but sometimes God provides in 
unexpected ways. That’s what happened in this story. 

Maybe today you are facing a situation that looks impossible. You have 
thought through all of the different scenarios. You’ve imagined all of the outcomes. 
You’ve thought of everything you can do to somehow turn the situation around in 
your favor. Yet, it still looks hopeless. You’re out of luck.  

Could I just encourage you today to stop looking at the situation from your 
perspective? You might not know how it will all work out, but God does. He has 
solutions that you know nothing about. He has ideas and wisdom that surpasses 
your understanding. He is able to provide for you in unexpected ways. Stay open. 
Stay encouraged, and expect God to show up with a solution.  
  
  



Thursday, November 7, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Mat 6:19-21 CSB) "Don't store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves 
don't break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

Giving financially to the Church can be difficult. To make a commitment to give 
a certain amount of money to the church every month can put a great deal of 
strain on a budget.  

You could always find other ways to spend that money each month. You could 
afford another car payment. You could get those extra cable channels that you 
want. You could have a larger budget for eating out. You could have a little extra 
ready for when your child needs new clothes, new shoes or new sports gear. You 
could have that little extra ready for those school fundraisers that are without a 
doubt right around the corner. You can have extra for a bunch of stuff that you 
would love to have. 

It can be easy to think of all of the reasons that it would be better to hold onto 
that portion of your finances and not give it to the Church. Yet, there’s one thing 
that I know to be true. If you didn’t give to the church each month, if you kept that 
money for yourself, there is simply nothing that you can buy that you will get to 
take into Heaven.  

Those extra cable channels? Not going with you. Your kid’s new sports gear? 
Not going with you. That delicious meal from Chick-fil-A? Not going with you. (Don’t 
stress – there’s already Chick-fil-A in Heaven. I’m pretty sure that was the manna 
from the Old Testament). 

No matter what you could buy on this Earth, you can’t take it with you to 
heaven. Maybe that’s why Jesus tried to teach people that they should store up for 
themselves treasures in heaven. Anything you give back to God will always be 
protected. Nothing can happen to it and it will last forever. That’s the message that 
Jesus was trying to convey to his followers. That’s still the message we are trying 
to learn today as his followers. Instead of spending our money on our desires and 
wants, we should cheerfully give a portion of our income back to God.  
 
  
  



Friday, November 8, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(Luke 12:27-31 CSB) "Consider how the wildflowers grow: They don't labor or spin 
thread. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was adorned like one of 
these. If that's how God clothes the grass, which is in the field today and is thrown 
into the furnace tomorrow, how much more will he do for you -- you of little faith? 
Don't strive for what you should eat and what you should drink, and don't be 
anxious. For the Gentile world eagerly seeks all these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be provided 
for you.” 
 

I’m willing to bet that yesterday you walked past some grass, trees, bushes, 
birds and maybe a few insects. I’m also willing to bet that you didn’t stop to wonder 
if all of those things were being taken care of. Did you stop to think about the last 
time that individual piece of grass was watered? Did you stop to think about 
whether that animal ate anything today? Did you stop to think about the tree’s 
structure and if it was thriving or dying? Probably not. 

We often go about our day without thinking about the nature which surrounds 
us. While it’s true that you don’t need to stress over whether each blade of grass 
was watered recently, it’s also true that God is aware of all of those details. God 
knows which animals have already eaten today. He knows which trees will last for 
50 more years and which ones are already on the decline. He even knows which 
blades of grass have been watered today and which haven’t.  

When you think about it that way, it’s pretty incredible. Our scripture for today 
states that God is aware of all the details in nature. God is aware of those details 
because He loves and cares for nature. However, we are His most prized 
possession. He loves and cares for us even more than He does nature. He knows 
every detail about our lives. If God provides for nature, He’ll provide for us. 

Today, as you walk past that tree, grass, bush and animal, I want you to stop 
and consider the fact that God is aware of every detail surrounding that thing. He 
is at work making sure that nature is provided for according to His will. Even more 
than that, He is at work making sure that you are provided for according to His 
will. If you ask me, that’s a comforting feeling and blessing.  
 
  
  



Saturday, November 9, 2019 – Zach Crowley 
 
(2Ki 2:9-11 CSB) When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I 
can do for you before I am taken from you." So Elisha answered, "Please, let me 
inherit two shares of your spirit."  Elijah replied, "You have asked for something 
difficult. If you see me being taken from you, you will have it. If not, you won't."  As 
they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire with horses of fire suddenly 
appeared and separated the two of them. Then Elijah went up into heaven in the 
whirlwind. 
 

Man, the story of Elijah and Elisha gets me fired up! How could it not fire us 
up? Elijah was a prophet of the Lord. He lived his entire life for the glory of God. 
God sends him to a certain area to preach. That area happens to be a place where 
anyone who follows God is being put to death. Elijah, filled with courage, goes 
anyway. He has a tremendous ministry and impact there.  

Along the way, Elijah becomes a mentor to Elisha. Elijah is training him to take 
over the ministry when he is gone. When the time comes for Elisha to take up the 
mantle of Elijah, he had to feel a little overwhelmed. He had been following in the 
footsteps of this great leader of God for so long. He had seen, firsthand, all of the 
great things that Elijah did for the Lord. And now, now it was his turn to take over 
as the leader. Talk about pressure. 

Sometimes in life, we will be asked to do more than we think we can. We will 
be required to give more, serve more and lead more. We will be required to rise up 
to a higher level of life and leadership. When that happens, it can feel 
overwhelming. In all honesty, it would be easier to turn the other way. It would be 
easier to let someone else take the lead. Perhaps that's why we have so few 
people who are willing to take bold steps in leadership for the Lord. 

If God is calling you to do something that you think is too big, know this: God 
provides what we need for ministry. Whatever God has called you to do; he will 
also equip you to do. That’s the lesson that Elisha learned. As he took over for 
Elijah, he learned that God was going to be with him and do miraculous things 
through him. The same is true for you today. No matter what God is calling you to, 
He will give you everything you need to accomplish it. 
 
  



Sunday, November 10, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Luke 17:5-6 CSB) The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."  "If you have 
faith the size of a mustard seed," the Lord said, "you can say to this mulberry tree, 
'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.  
 

It’s easy to fall into the trap of comparing ourselves to others in so many 
areas of life. Maybe you compare yourself to fellow students or to coworkers. You 
may feel like people compare you to your siblings. It often makes us feel 
inadequate when we see what others can do and how we don’t measure up. It can 
even happen with our faith; we compare ourselves to others. 

Sometimes we might think about the great heroes of faith. We read about 
people like Moses, Elijah, Peter, and Paul, and we see their faithfulness to God in 
difficult times. We read about how they were willing to step out and take big risks 
for God. When we compare what we’ve done in our lives to all of that, we might 
feel like we have just a fraction of their faith, and that it’s not good enough. We 
might even wonder what is wrong with us. 

It might be that you don’t expect to measure up to people like that. Their faith 
is legendary, and you wouldn’t expect to live up to that standard. But even when 
you look around at people, maybe some people in our church whom you consider 
to be really faithful, you feel inadequate. They have taught classes, led people to 
Jesus, and have faithfully endured difficulty in their lives. 

In the face of our sense of inadequacy, Jesus tells us that even the smallest 
grain of faith can do great things. A mustard seed was barely visible, and yet Jesus 
says that faith this small could do what seems impossible. The power is not 
located in the faith itself. The power is always located in the object of that faith. 
What matters is that God has power. If we trust in him, he can always do great 
things. 
 
  



Monday, November 11, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Matthew 9:27-30 CSB) As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, 
calling out, "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" When he entered the house, the blind 
men approached him, and Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I can do this?" 
They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he touched their eyes, saying, "Let it be done for 
you according to your faith." And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus warned them 
sternly, "Be sure that no one finds out." 
 

We don’t control the power of God. Several times in the Bible, people failed 
because they thought they didn’t understand this truth. We shouldn’t make that 
mistake, but we shouldn’t go to the opposite extreme either. We shouldn’t assume 
that we don’t have any influence on God’s work in the world. The gospels are filled 
with examples of people who asked Jesus to act in their lives, and we find that so 
often, he did just that. 

This passage is found at the end of a long narrative section of Matthew in 
which we find several stories of people who asked Jesus for help. They asked in 
faith, believing that Jesus had the power to bring healing and to perform miracles, 
and Jesus acted with power. Jesus heard their requests, and he responded. 

The message for us is that though we don’t control the power of God, we can 
ask God to work in our lives, and if it fits into his will, God acts in powerful ways. 
Our prayers can affect our lives and the lives of others, but we need to ask. It could 
make all the difference in the world for us and for people that we love. 
 
  



Tuesday, November 12, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Isa 6:6-8 CSB) Then one of the seraphim flew to me, and in his hand was a glowing 
coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with it and 
said: Now that this has touched your lips, your iniquity is removed and your sin is 
atoned for.  Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who should I send? Who will 
go for us? I said: Here I am. Send me.  
 

When we think of the great prophets of the Old Testament, Isaiah often comes 
to mind. Here’s a man who spoke of the Messiah hundreds of years before he was 
born. He pointed to the suffering servant, which is fulfilled with Jesus dying on the 
cross. These are powerful words that Isaiah was called to speak to the people of 
Israel. 

And yet, it might never have happened. When Isaiah witnessed just the hem of 
the Lord’s robe in the temple, he was overwhelmed with guilt. He saw all that he 
had done wrong, and he refused God’s call on his life. He just couldn’t see himself 
as such an imperfect man speaking for God. But the angels acted. When they 
touched his lips with a hot coal, it symbolized cleansing, and Isaiah felt free to 
speak the words God had given him. 

It might be that you have decided that you’re not worthy. The sins that you look 
back on somehow seem to disqualify you from serving as others do. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. No one who serves God is without sin; we are all just 
forgiven. 
 
  



Wednesday, November 13, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(John 14:12-14 CSB) "Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going 
to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 

How does God work in our world? It’s a good question. We see God performing 
wonders and working miracles in the ancient world. The Bible is replete with 
examples of God in action. But we don’t see this happening in our world, at least 
not in ways that are as obvious as they seem to be in biblical times. So, what is 
God doing now? 

In this passage, we see Jesus giving us some hints. He’s talking about those 
who believe, which would include people in the first century, but people in the 21st 
century as well. And these are some powerful promises. He’s saying that what we 
ask in his name will be done. Of course, we could also find passages which talk 
about us asking for him to do his will as well, so we see a balance. 

But the important piece for me is that Jesus is saying that God is at work 
through his people. Certainly, God can work directly now, just as he always could, 
but more often, he chooses to work through us. He chooses to show people his 
power and his love through the people who follow him. It gives us great 
responsibility and great power as well. 
 
  



Thursday, November 14, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Mar 9:23-25 CSB) Jesus said to him, "'If you can'? Everything is possible for the 
one who believes."  Immediately the father of the boy cried out, "I do believe; help 
my unbelief!"  When Jesus saw that a crowd was quickly gathering, he rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I command you: Come out of 
him and never enter him again."   
 

Lots of Christians feel like it is somehow wrong to admit our struggles with 
faith. If we’re dealing with doubt about the existence or power of God, we feel like 
it’s not okay to talk about it. Maybe the church has subtly communicated that over 
the years or maybe some of us were taught that as we grew up. Either way, lots of 
Christians keep these struggles inside, which does not help us work through them. 
We bury them down deep, and they tend to grow and come back to haunt us. 

When this father came to Jesus with his son, asking that Jesus heal him, the 
father knew that his faith wasn’t where it should be. He wasn’t as sure of the 
power and identity of Jesus as he would have liked to have been. Jesus seems to 
be aware of the man’s struggles. He told the man that all things were possible for 
those who believe. And at this point, the man was honest with Jesus. He was a mix. 
He had belief, and he also had a struggle with his belief. And he wanted help. He 
wanted to be surer, and he believed that Jesus could help. 

That’s an honest and powerful prayer. When we can come to Jesus and 
profess our faith in him and the fact that we are struggling with faith, we are 
taking steps to a deeper relationship with him. We are opening our hearts and 
minds to God being able to help us overcome the doubts that we have. If you’re 
struggling, let God know. 
 
  



Friday, November 15, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(John 20:24-29 CSB) But Thomas (called "Twin"), one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples were telling him, "We've seen the 
Lord!" But he said to them, "If I don't see the mark of the nails in his hands, put my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never 
believe."  A week later his disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with 
them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you."  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and look 
at my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Don't be faithless, but 
believe."  Thomas responded to him, "My Lord and my God! "  Jesus said, "Because 
you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet believe."  
 

Too many people in history are known for their most public failure. Thomas is 
one of those people. We call him doubting Thomas because he was absent when 
the other disciples witnessed the resurrected Jesus, and when Thomas heard what 
they were saying, he refused to believe until he saw Jesus’ living body himself. He 
doubted the resurrection, and his doubt became part of the way we define the man. 

When the moment finally came and he stood before Jesus, Thomas believed 
immediately. What’s interesting is that Jesus didn’t condemn Thomas. He did praise 
those who believe without seeing his body (like us), but he didn’t denounce this 
disciple who struggled to believe until he saw proof. Instead, he brought Thomas 
into the group, and Thomas served with the rest of the apostles as an early leader 
in the life of the church. He wasn’t excluded because of this moment of doubt. 

Thomas’ life should be a lesson to us. We may struggle with believing, but 
Jesus still embraces us. We need to communicate to those who may be struggling 
with their faith that God loves them and continues to call them into relationship. 
And he can still use them. 
 
  



Saturday, November 16, 2019 - James C. Jones 
 
(Acts 4:23-29 CSB) After they were released, they went to their own people and 
reported everything the chief priests and the elders had said to them. When they 
heard this, they raised their voices together to God and said, "Master, you are the 
one who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything in them. You said 
through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David your servant: Why do the 
Gentiles rage and the peoples plot futile things?  The kings of the earth take their 
stand and the rulers assemble together against the Lord and against his Messiah.  
For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel, assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, to do whatever your hand and your will had predestined to take place. 
And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak 
your word with all boldness,” 
 

This is one of the great stories in the Bible. Here are the early disciples of 
Jesus, already facing persecution because of their faith. Two of them have been 
arrested and ordered to stop speaking in the name of Jesus. If I had been in that 
group that welcomed them back when they were released, I would have prayed 
that God would end the opposition, that God would allow the Christians to speak 
the truth with freedom. 

They prayed a different prayer. They prayed that God would give them the 
boldness to speak. At its core, their prayer was that God would take them beyond 
their fear, beyond their doubt, beyond anything which would hold them back. They 
weren’t nearly as concerned with what the world did as they were with how they 
responded to God’s call on their lives. 

Their example is such a great one for us. Rather than wishing things were 
different in our culture, our responsibility is to speak the truth of Jesus Christ 
boldly. And in that, we will make the difference. 
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