St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Santa Clarita

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
10:30 AM — March 15, 2026

Before the service begins, we encourage you to use the following for meditation.

Fears can drown us in doubt. Fears can paralyze our days. We need God’s help. There is no shame in
praying out of desperation and great need. When we get to the other side of this thing, we will be
stronger, we will know ourselves better, and we will be closer to God. -Br. Jack Crowley, SSJE
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-Generally, we stand to give praise, sit to listen (to scripture and sermon), and stand or kneel to pray. These postures
help us stay focused on the worship, but there are no strict rules and you should take whatever posture is appropriate

to your needs.-

Prelude Morning Has Broken Traditional

Welcome and Announcements

-Processions have long been an important part of liturgical worship. At the beginning of the service they signify an
Intention to move foward the altar and into direct relationship to worship God. Those who wish to may bow in

reverence as the cross passes to acknowledge Christ’s sacrifice upon it.-

Please stand as you are able.

Entrance Hymn #7 “Christ, whose glory fills the skies” Ratisbon
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1. Christ, whose glo - 1y fills the skies, Christ the true, the on - ly Light,
2. Dark and cheer - less is the morn un - ac - com - pan - ied by  thee;
3.Vis - it then this soul of  mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and  grief!
i Y S PSP S SR
'§—C & > > | bt (7] I k! I { } 1
Sun of  Right - eous - ness, a - rise! Tri - umph oler the shades of  night:
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Day - spring from  on high, be  near, Day - star, in my heart ap - pear.
till  they in - ward  light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
more and more thy - self dis - play, shin - ing to the per - fect day.

-The liturgy is God’s community gathered to actively share the Word and the Eucharist. We invite and encourage
your participation in this community. Please join in the spoken responses and hymns shown in the service bulletin.-

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

-The opening acclamation is the greeting of the people by the presider and their response, which begins the service.
Its purpose is to bring the congregation corporately into dialogue with the presider and set a tone for the celebration.-

Priest: Blessed be the God of our salvation:
People:  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.



Priest

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8,9

Confession
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Trisagion Hymn S 102 Archangelsky
Sing 3 times
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-A Collect is a short prayer with a specific structure. Its purpose is to gather into one the individual prayers of the
People. The Collect of the Day is a specific prayer that reflects upon the lectionary readings for the given day of the
liturgical year.-

The Collect of the Day

Priest: God be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Priest: Let us pray.

Gracious God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which
gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Please be seated.

THE LESSONS
The First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13 Reader: Marianne Zinkewicz

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel.

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom
[ name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil,
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  Thanks be to God.

-The Book of Common Prayer has always placed great importance on the Psalms in worship. They are sung or said in
every service of the church, and their words make up the petitions and language of our liturgy.

Psalm 23 Reader: Marv Aardahl

1 The Lord is my shepherd; *
[ shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
[ shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.



6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and [ will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 Reader: Marv Aardahl
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”

Reader: ~ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People:  Thanks be to God.

-The Gospel procession moves into the congregation as a liturgical reminder that Jesus walked among us.-

Please stand as you are able.

Gradual Hymn #493 “O for a thousand tongues to sing” (vs. 1-3) Azmon
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the glo - ries of my God and King, the__ tri-umphs of his grace!
and spread through all the earth a - broad the_ hon - ors  of thy Name.
'tis mu - sic in the sin - ner's ears, s life and health and peace.

-The Gospel is comprised primarily of the words Christ himself spoke, and so we stand out of reverence for the good
news that has been brought for us and all people.

Those who wish, make the sign of the cross with the right-thumb on the forehead, the lips, and the heart when the
Gospel is announced, praying silently, God be in my head and in my thinking God be in my lips and in my speaking.
God be in my heart and my departing.-

The Gospel Reading John 9:1-41

Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.
People:  Glory to you, O Christ.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world,
[ am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the

4



Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said
to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that
he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received
his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind,
and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his
will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had
driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered,
“And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came
into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.”

Priest: The Gospel of the Savior.
People:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated,

-The Sermon or Homily helps us apply the words of the early prophets and Christ in our lives.-

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mae Magill

-The Nicene Creed is the statement of what we believe. It is one of the most ancient and corporate confession of our faith, having
been adopted by the first ecumenical council in the year 325. When we recite this creed we are joining a great heritage of the holy
universal Church through the centuries.

Some people may choose to bow their heads at the verse, For us and for our salvation..and was made man. This gesture marks the
mystery of the Incarnation as the central Christian message of God'’s love for the world.-

Please stand as you are able.
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

-Prayer is offered for the Universal Church, the Nation and all in authority, the welfare of the world, concerns of the
local community, for those who suffer or who are in any trouble, and for the departed.-

Prayers of the People Reader: Shari Schlaman

Siblings in Christ, live as children of the light — for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and
right and true. Let us pray to God, saying, “Light of the world, open our eyes.”

God our Shepherd, you have given your Church all that we need. Rain down on us mightily with your
Spirit, that we may testify to the astonishing things you have done in our lives.
The congregation may add their own thanksgivings.

Silence
Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

Loving God, you are present in the valley of the shadow of death. Comfort all those around the world
who know danger or violence or war. By your love, cast our all evil and fear.

Silence
Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

Gracious God, you make us to lie down in green pastures; you lead us by still waters. You have blessed
us with a beautiful planet. May we work to preserve the holy gift of nature.
Silence
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Intercessor: ~ Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

Merciful God, spread a table for those who are hungry; where there is scarcity and need in our
neighborhoods, fill empty hearts, lives and cups with your abundance. By your light expose all the
unfruitful works of darkness.

Silence
Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope
and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make them the equal of
whatever lies ahead. Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided, for your will is health and
wholeness; you are God, and we need you.

Silence
Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

Reveal your works in those who are suffering. Make yourself known as Healer. We pray for all those
on the prayer list, especially Tom and Colleen.
The congregation may add their own pelitions.

Silence
Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.

Reviver of Souls, give to the dying and the dead, especially Sharon Legg, your promise of new and
unending life. May we one day live with them forever in the light of Christ.

Silence

Intercessor:  Light of the world,
People: Open our eyes.
Priest

Most Holy God, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill
our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you
know and love us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

-The Peace is an extension of Christian greeting and teaching to love our neighbor as ourselves. It symbolizes our
intent to forgive as we are forgiven, to live in peace with all people. Members are encouraged to greet one another
with a sign of God's peace with the clasping of hands, a reverential bow, a hug, or a peace sign.-

The Peace

Priest: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Members of the congregation who are joining us via livestream are encouraged to post "Peace be
with you"in the comments or to use the "like" or "love" reaction button (o take part in the virtual
exchange of God's peace with the rest of the congregation at this time.

Please be seated.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

We are pleased to celebrate the following birthday: Megan Johnson on March 15", Gwen Brown &
Julie Witter on March 17™ Audrey Bernabe on March 19", and Ken Tuck on March 20™.
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Offertory Prayer
The People remain seated and say together:

Loving God, you alone are the source of every good gift. Everything we have, and all that we are, comes
from you. Now, help us to be grateful, accountable, and, with praise and thanksgiving, to give of

ourselves generously, through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now
and forever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE

Offertory The Lord is My Shepherd John Rutter
St. Stephen’s Parish Choir, Sarah Bloxham, Oboe

-A Sacrament Is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, ordained by Christ
himself’ For Anglicans there are two great sacraments: Eucharist and Baptism.

As continuation of thousands of years of spiritual practice, talent, treasure, and oblations are offered before the altar
in our response to God's care and nurture.-

Please stand as you are able.
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-The Sursum Corda (Lift up your hearts) is a form of introduction to prayer handed down over the centuries. This

dialogue is an invitation for the people joining in the Eucharistic offering, to raise minds and hearts to “things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. -

Priest: God be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: ~ We lift them to God.

Priest: Let us give thanks.

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

-We praise God for the long arc of salvation history. We do not approach with petition but simply with grateful
remembrance of all that God has done.-

[t is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of
mercy through Jesus Christ our Savior, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By

his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him
who died for us and rose again.
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Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our
voices with all creation as we say:

-The holiness of God is a strong theme in the Old Testament, present here in the Sanctus, which echoes the words of
the high angels in the prophet Isaiah’s vision of the dwelling place of God (Isaiah 6:1-3)

Our worshiptul cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” is coupled with the acclamation “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.”

Sanctus Baity
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Please stand or kneel as you are able.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.
Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery,
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he
triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

-The epiclesis is the point at which the church, through the voice of the Celebrant, asks God to make holy, sanctity,
send, pour, ‘breathe; both the gift of bread and wine and also the gathered community.-

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and
this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant
that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your beloved children, that with Stephen and all your saints,
past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

-The fraction (breaking of the bread) is a crucial link between what has come before and what comes after it. Christ

has offered his life for us, and the breaking of the bread makes it possible for all to share in that life.-

Please remain standing during the Fraction Anthem.

Fraction Hymn #S 161 Hurd
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-The outward and visible sign in the sacrament of the Eucharist is the bread and the wine. We eat and drink the
sacramental foods. Through the inward and spiritual grace of this sacramental action we are reconstituted as
Christ's body, infused with Christ’s life, and empowered to be Christ’s presence in the world.-

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to receive communion. The table we set belongs to God. Wherever you find yourself on your
spiritual journey you are welcome (o receive the Bread and Wine made holy.

The church teaches that temporal isolation cannot constrain the sacrament’s ineflable power.
Calling us to “massive, corporate, spiritual communion,”

The Invitation to Holy Communion

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their
desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from
actually receiving Holy Communion.

Priest and People say together:

Grant, O Christ, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the woman who could not
touch your body, so the soul of your servant may be healed by like faith in you, whom I cannot now
sacramentally receive; through your tender mercy and love. Amen.

Please be seated,

Please follow usher instructions for taking communion.

-In the post communion prayer we give thanks for the sacramental signs of Christ’s presence to us and we ask God
to empower and accompany us into the world to witness to God's love.-

Please stand as you are able.
Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray.

God of compassion,

through your Son Jesus Christ

you have reconciled your people to yourself.

As we follow his example of prayer and fasting,
may we obey you with willing hearts

and serve one another in holy love;

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

-The blessing is God’s promise to be with us as we leave communal worship and return to the world to serve God
and God's people.-

Blessing

May God,
who does not despise the broken spirit,
give to you a contrite heart.

May Christ,
who bore our sins in his body on the tree,
heal you by his wounds.
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May the Holy Spirit,
who leads us into all truth,
speak to you words of pardon and peace.

And the blessing of God Almighty,
the one, holy and undivided Trinity be among
you and remain with you always. Amen.

-Processions have long been an important part of liturgical worship. At the conclusion of the service the retiring
procession represents the carrying of the Gospel message into the world.

Those who wish to may bow in reverence as the cross passes to acknowledge Christ’s sacrifice upon it.-

Closing Hymn #645 “The King of love my shepherd is” (vs. 1, 2, 5 & 6) St Columba
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1. Tre/_ King of love my_ shep - herd is, whosegood - ness fail - eth nev - er

2. Where streams of liv - ing_ wa - ter flow, my_ ran - somed soul he__ lead - eth,

3.Per - verse and fool - ish_ oft I strayed, but_ yet in love he____sought me,

4, In___ death’s dark vale I_ fear no il with thee, dear Lord, be - side me;

5. Thou_ spread'st a ta - ble_ in my sight; thy_ unc - tion grace be - stow - eth;
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I noth - ing lack if I am  his, and he is mine for - ev - er.

and where the ver - dant pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed - eth

and on his shoul - der gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.

thy rod and staff my com - fort still, thy cross be - fore to guide me.

and oh, what trans - port of de - light from thy pure chal - ice flow - eth!

6. And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

-The dismissal asserts the relationship between worship and Iliving. It is a call to mission, a call to live the baptismal
and Eucharistic life in the world.-

Dismissal

Priest: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People:  Thanks be to God.
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