ST. STEPHEN'S NEWS
Sunday, November 8, 2026
The Twenty-fourth Sunday afier Pentecost

WELCOME!

If you are worshipping at St. Stephen’s for the first
time today, you are welcome to share in the Holy
Communion. Please fill out a “Visitor” card at one
of the Greeters tables and/or the guest book on the
podium before you leave and get a welcome
packet.

COMMUNION

If you are in need of a gluten free wafer during
Communion, please let an usher know before the
offertory or let one of the persons serving the host
know. Ifyou have a mobility problem, please let an
usher know before the service begins and
communion will be brought to you.

LOOKING FORWARD

The Pledge Drive currently is ) |
approx. 29% of our $425,000 goal. i I
Remember to prayerfully submit

your pledge by placing it in the K

plate, online, or by mail before
Nov. 2214, Plenty

Sunday, November 15™ at 9am, Good Room
there will be a forum focused on answering
questions about our financial goals for 2027, and
the Annual Pledge Campaign.

There will be one service at 9am on Nov. 22" as
we celebrate Gratitude Sunday. Sign up for the
Bring & Share and enjoy! Use QR for Bring &
Share signup as well as filling out your pledge
card, gratitude card or reading the narrative
budget.

To make a 2027 pledge
https://tinyurl.com/vduadbzs

4, Sign up for Bring & Share
} https://tinyurl.com/ws2mjpby

2027 Pledge Drive

Current
$117,770
28%

Remaining
$307,230
72%

November 5, 2026

Choir Director Music Director
Oakland Interfaith St. Stephen’s
Gospel Choir Episcopal
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Following the success of two highly acclaimed
gospel workshops in Santa Clarita, singers and
music lovers of all backgrounds are invited to join
the third installment: 7hankful Together: An
Evening of Healing, Hope and Harmony.
Scheduled for Saturday, November 14, this
uplifting event combines an inclusive, non-
auditioned gospel music workshop with a
powerful evening concert at St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Valencia.

Led by Terrance Kelly, the Emmy Award—winning
Artistic Director and cofounder of the world-
renowned Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir
(OIGC), the afternoon workshop provides a
supportive space for anyone who loves to sing.
Rooted in traditional Black gospel music traditions,
all songs are taught through traditional call-and-
response and rote methods—meaning no music
reading ability, formal training, or prior choir
experience is required.


https://tinyurl.com/yduadbzs
https://tinyurl.com/ws2mjpby

SAGES
Luncheon

Mexican e
Cuisine )

Thursday, November 12, 2026
1:00 PM

Please RSVP to
Richard or Rosa Holdredge

_FOOD DRIVE

We are collecting non-perishable food items to support
families in need. Your donations make a big difference!

~ MOST NEEDED NON-PERIS R
" THANKSGIVING FOOD IT

Rice
Peanut butter

Canned vegetables o
L]
Canned yams / sweet potatoes o Jelly
L
o

Canned fruit

¥*

W

o

* Canned gravy Boxed mashed potatoes

o Stuffing mix Canned beans |
ol Macaroni & cheese “\ s / ‘
3¢ Corn Bread -— —

W
W

o ~N
Brownie mix 7 “are also needed!
Cake mix v

hak yow

" for your generosity
and for helping us
share the spirit of Thanksgiving!

—

Deadline

7%

for dopping off food is November 8”‘.

Join the Tech Table!

Ever wondered what goes into making
Sunday sound great? The Tech Table is
hosting audio training on Wednesday,

November 18 at 7:00pm in the sanctuary.

Whether you’re brand new and curious
about serving behind the mixer, or you're
already on the team and want a refresher,
this night is for you. No experience needed,
just a willingness to learn and serve.

Interested? Reach out to Jared at 618-339-
0049 or jaredthebass@gmail.com. We'd
love to have you!

The Tech Table is hosting a live audio training
Wednesday, November 18 at 7 PM in the
sanctuary. It's open to new volunteers and current
team members. Contact Jared at 618-339-0049 or
jaredthebass@gmail.com to learn more.

"\.eJ FOSTERING YOUTH
INDEPENDENCE
CHRISTMAS

"'”4 HELP MAKE A HOLIDAY
4 WISH COME TRUE!

- 6 YOUTH WISH LISTS

PLEASE RETURN GIFTS NO
LATER THAN THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 2ND

FOSTERING YOUTH INDEPEND! ~

This holiday season we will be helping out six
young adults with Fostering Youth Independence.
This is a time to help make their holiday wishes
come true! FYI envisions a future in which every
youth leaving the foster care system feels safe,
connected and loved. They believe that with a
consistent, nurturing community, foster youth can
become successful, thriving adults. For some these
are the only gifts they will receive this Christmas.
Questions? Please contact Tracy in the Church
office at 661-259-7307.


tel:(618)%20339-0049
mailto:jaredthebass@gmail.com

Annual Nativity
Display: Sunday,
Dec. 6™

Everyone is invited
to share their indoor nativities with our St.
Stephen’s community! Bring your nativities and
help set up on Sat, Dec. 5% at 2pm, in the parish
hall. Different shapes, sizes and styles are
welcome.

Please register in advance - To be included in the
program, please send a brief description of your
nativity (3 - 4 sentences) by Tues., Dec. 1* via email
to maryjohigg@gmail.com. Nativities from past
years are welcome, just let us know if you want to
use the same program description.

If you can’t join us to help set up, please be sure
your nativity is brought to the church office by
Friday, Dec4™. For more information, please talk
with Kathleen Jensen or Mary Jo Higginbotham.

Vestry Nominations Are Now Open:

St. Stephen’s is seeking nominations for four new
members of the Vestry, who will be elected at our
Annual Church Meeting in February 2027.

Do you know someone who would make a
thoughtful and committed Vestry member?
Perhaps you feel called to serve yourself?

The Vestry plays a vital role in the leadership and
stewardship of St. Stephen's.

Serving on the Vestry is an opportunity to
contribute your talents, perspective, and experience
as we continue building a vibrant and welcoming
church community.

If you or someone you know is interested in being
a member of the St. Stephen's Vestry or if you
would like more information, please contact any
members of the nominating committee or the
church office by November 22, 2026.

St. Stephen's 2026 Vestry Nominating Commilttee:
Kelsey Raub/Vestry Member

Fred Chavez/Parishioner-At-Large

John Alexopoulos/Junior

Warden: juniorwarden@st-stephens.org

Nick Vestuto/Senior Warden:
seniorwarden@st-stephens.org

Parish office: office@st-stephens.org
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Before we gather at our tables for the holiday let's
gather at The Table here in our sanctuary and
offer thanks for the blessing of our lives. All are
invited to bring items that will be placed on their
Thanksgiving tables (bread, wine, table dressings,
etc.) to be blessed during the service. We look
forward to seeing you there as we kick off the
holiday weekend. This service will not be
available via livestream.

Y Gingerbread 9§

HOUSE DECORATING

+BRING & SHARE

Gather your friends & family for a delightful evening of
icing, candies, and creative confections.
$5.00 per person.

Join us for a festive evening of creativity and fun
as we decorate gingerbread houses together! Bring
your favorite dish to share and enjoy a delicious
meal with friends before we start decorating.
Please bring enough food to serve approximately
12 people. $5.00 per person. Please use the QR code
or following link to sign up.
https://tinyurl.com/yeaensbk

Come ready to create, connect, and celebrate the
season!



mailto:maryjohigg@gmail.com
mailto:juniorwarden@st-stephens.org
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mailto:office@st-stephens.org
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St. Stephen’s Prayer List

Current Needs: Joanne, Innocent victims of
global and domestic conflicts and wars,
especially involving the US. involvement in the
Middle East, Eliza, Janet, Gail, Bill, John and the
Nelson family, Lily and husband, Patrick, Maria,
Moses, Jerome, Debbie, Jose Manuel, Peggy,
Keith, Mahin, Rae, Susan, Susan, Greg, Neville,
Tom and Desiree, Jim and Donna, Greg and
Cathy, Vickie, Stephen, Rebecca and family,
Dennis and Joy, Mike, Jake, Madelyn, Brad, Juan,
Jim and Family, Ann Marie, Patti, Debbie,
Michelle, Trish, Garrett, Ave Maria, Margo,
Lonnie, Rebecca, Diane, Rebecca, The Toro
Family, Rick, Rebecca, Malcolm, Stephen, Joyce,
Sue, George, Jeff, Laura, friends & family of
Dolfin Cabuya, Noeli, James

Rest in Peace: Christina, Kay Daniels, Patricia
McFarlane, Carlos Gonzales, Delores Huerta,
James Finn, Johnnie Miles, Dolfin Cabuya

If you would like prayers for yourself or someone
else, please email Peggy Stabile
at pstabile@pegasus2.net or call the church at
661.259.7307. Please be aware that your prayer
request will be shared with the prayer chain. If you
wish to hold your prayer request in confidence,
please clarify that in your submission. Prayer
requests remain for 4 weeks and must be renewed
through Peggy or the office.

,"-_';'":;; If you wish to have your birthday or
&0 anniversary prayed for during Sunday
‘ services or if you would like a white rose to
signify a death in your family or a red rose to signify
a birth in your family, please email Tracy in the

Church office at office@st-stephens.org no later

than 5:00pm on Thursdays with all of the relevant
details.

GIVING TO ST. STEPHEN’S
If you are able to continue
supporting the mission and
ministry of St. Stephen’s, you
can pay your pledge or make a new or recurring
donation online here st-stephens.org/giving. You
can also text your donation by texting the word
GIVE to 661.228.8909 and following the prompts.
Click here for an easy How To Use Text Giving
guide. We are deeply grateful for your commitment
and support.

St. Stephen’s
Week

November 8, 2026 to
November 15, 2026

TODAY'’S SERVICE 7:45 & 10:30 AM

SUNDAY 11/8 VPOD: John Alexopoulos

7:45am Holy Eucharist

10:30am Holy Eucharist (also
livestreamed via Facebook live)

10:30am Sunday School / Spurling Hall

MONDAY 11/9

6:45pm Troop 2019 / Spurling Hall

TUESDAY 11/10

6:30pm Finance Committee meeting /
Spurling Hall

WED. 11/11 Veteran’s Day — Church &
Preschool offices closed

7:00am Holy Eucharist followed by
breakfast

9:30am Circle of Gratitude / Zoom

6:00pm EFM / Room 8

THURS. 11/12

9:30am Book Study Group / Sacristy

1:00pm SAGES Luncheon / Welick
Mexican Cuisine

7:00pm Troop 2222 / Spurling Hall

7:30pm Parish Choir rehearsal

FRIDAY 11/13

SAT. 11/14

8:00am Branch Managers

11:30am Gospel Fest / Spurling Hall &
Church

1:00pm Crafter’s Group meeting /
Lounge

7:00pm Gospel Concert / Church

NEXT SUNDAY | VPOD: ShariSchlaman

11/15

7:45am Holy Eucharist

9:00am Stewardship Q & A/ Spurling
Hall

10:30am Holy Eucharist (also
livestreamed via Facebook live)

10:30am Sunday School / Spurling Hall

12:00pm Y.ESS8./ Youth Room
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