
ST. STEPHEN’S NEWS  
Sunday, July 26, 2026 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost   
  
WELCOME! 
If you are worshipping at St. Stephen’s for the first 
time today, you are welcome to share in the Holy 
Communion. Please fill out a “Visitor” card at one 
of the Greeters tables and/or the guest book on the 
podium before you leave and get a welcome 
packet. 

 

COMMUNION 
If you are in need of a gluten free wafer during 
Communion, please let an usher know before the 
offertory or let one of the persons serving the host 
know.  If you have a mobility problem, please let an  
usher know before the service begins and 
communion will be brought to you. 
 
LOOKING FORWARD  
 
 

 
Come join us for The Welcome Table on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2026 at 7PM in the Chapel. The 
Welcome Table is an experience crafted by and for 
the LGBTQ+ community. Gather with us as we eat, 
pray, discuss, share 
communion, celebrate diversity 
and explore our faith in 
community as our true, 
authentic selves. Come as you 
are, this place is for you.  
 

Dinner is potluck style. You can sign up for your 
contribution here: https://tinyurl.com/yy7csfe5 

 
 

 
https://tinyurl.com/5n79jt79 
 
 

 
 

 
Join us on Friday, July 31, for Queer Movie Night! 
We’re screening But I’m a Cheerleader (1999, 
Rated R). The romantic comedy follows Megan 
(Natasha Lyonne), who is sent to a conversion 
therapy camp with Mike (RuPaul Charles) as the 
camp’s lead counselor. Instead of falling in line, 
she meets Graham (Clea DuVall) and starts to 
figure out who she really is. 
RSVP: https://forms.gle/7L6txXF7Bs2EpL389 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yy7csfe5
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If you enjoy getting 
your hands in the dirt, 
the smell of sage, 
reveling in the sights 
and sounds of 
hummingbirds, bees, 
and butterflies, have 
we got a deal for you!!! 
Come and join in with 
the St. Stephen's 
"Branch Managers" the 
2nd Saturday of every 
month, where we will 
rake, weed, prune, 
plant, mulch, water 

and tend to the grounds of St. Stephen's! When 
finished we will enjoy some laughs while sharing 
some well-earned tasty treats and cool beverages. 
Our first gardening day will be Saturday, August 
8th, from ~ 8:30am - 11:30am (any time you can be 
there is a blessing). If interested in signing up, 
please contact Tracy Stapp at in the Church office 
at: office@st-stephens.org or (661) 259-7307. 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

mailto:office@st-stephens.org


 Why EfM? 
Why should I sign up for EfM?  
While the answer may be different for each 
individual, having your own "why" is an important 
part of your decision! 
Making the decision to sign up for EfM could 
begin with questions that hint at your own 
learning desires.  Take a moment to ponder the 
below questions. 
Do you seek fellowship that goes beyond coffee 
hour?  
Does Sunday morning whet your appetite for 
more? 
Are you seeking God and desire others to 
accompany you on your search? 
Do you question different interpretations of 
biblical passages and want to explore them more 
deeply? 
What other questions come to mind?   
If you answered “yes” or maybe” to any of those 
questions, perhaps EfM is for you! 
For more information, contact Mary Jo 
Higginbothamm at: maryjohigg@gmail.com 
Then take a moment to pray! 
Lord, 
take my lips, and speak through them; 
take my mind, and think through it: 
take my heart, and set it on fire. 
Amen. 
by W.H.H. Aitken, from Prayers Ancient and 
Modern 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://womenofchristianity.com/online-books/prayers-ancient-and-modern-by-mary-wilder-tileston/
https://womenofchristianity.com/online-books/prayers-ancient-and-modern-by-mary-wilder-tileston/


 
 
 
 
 

GIVING TO ST. STEPHEN’S 
If you are able to continue 
supporting the mission and 
ministry of St. Stephen’s, you 

can pay your pledge or make a new or recurring 
donation online here st-stephens.org/giving.  You 
can also text your donation by texting the word 
GIVE to 661.228.8909 and following the prompts.  
Click here for an easy How To Use Text Giving 
guide.  We are deeply  
grateful for your commitment and support. 
 

 
 
 

If you wish to have your birthday or 
anniversary prayed for during Sunday 
services or if you would like a white rose to 

signify a death in your family or a red rose to signify 
a birth in your family, please email Tracy in the 
Church office at office@st-stephens.org no later 
than 5:00pm on Thursdays with all of the relevant 
details. 
 
 

St. Stephen’s 
Week 

July 26, 2026 to 
August 2, 2026 

TODAY’S SERVICE    7:45 & 10:30 AM 
SUNDAY 7/26 VPOD:   Kelsey Raub 

7:45am Holy Eucharist 
10:30am 
 

Holy Eucharist (also 
livestreamed via Facebook live) 

  
MONDAY 7/27   

6:45pm Troop 2019 / Spurling Hall 

7:00pm Gospel of John Study / Chapel 

  
TUESDAY 7/28   
6:00pm Vestry meeting / Spurling Hall 
   
WED. 7/29   
7:00am Holy Eucharist followed by 

breakfast 
9:30am Circle of Gratitude / Zoom 
6:00pm EfM / Room 8 

    
THURS. 7/30  
9:30am Book Study Group / Sacristy 
6:30pm Troop 2222 / Spurling Hall 

  
FRIDAY 7/31   
    
SAT. 8/1  
8:00am Men’s Group Breakfast / Dink’s 

Deli 
    
NEXT SUNDAY 
8/2 

VPOD:   Nick Vestuto 
  

7:45am Holy Eucharist 
10:30am 
 

Holy Eucharist (also 
livestreamed via Facebook live) 

St. Stephen’s Prayer List 
 
Current Needs: Joanne, Innocent victims of global 
and domestic conflicts and wars, especially 
involving the U.S. involvement in the Middle East, 
Jim and Judy, Lisa and Lou, Eliza, Janet, Gail, Bill, 
John and the Nelson family, Marie, Lilly and 
husband, Patrick, Amy, Dolores and family, Steve, 
Maria, Moses, Jerome, Joy and Dennis, Ron, Jose 
Manuel, Sandy H., Peggy, Barbara, Jenny, Kevin, 
Brisa, Sandra, Claudia, Keith, Mary, Mehar, 
Marionette, B.J., Rae, Susan, Claudia, , Bob, Jerri, 
Jeff, Susan, Phyllis and Stu, Linda and Charlie, 
Madelyn, Maria, Pastor Clarance and children, 
Greg, Neville, Jeff and Helen, Tom and Desiree, 
Jim and Donna, Greg and Cathy, Jim, Cathy, 
Doris, Gia, Caroline, Carolyn, Karen, Angeline, 
Vickie, Judy, Laurie, Vince and Fran, Karen and 
Jim, Malcolm, Brendan, Reverend Lynn, Stephen, 
Cathy, Berta, Sue, Stacy, Lily, K. C., David, David, 
Brendan, Rebecca 
 
Rest in Peace:: Susanna Saulog, David Hoskey, 
Linda Lott, Ellen Ardman, Diana F., Jeff Krueger, 
Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, Joan Sebastian Guerrero, 
Jeff Barlow, John Domeniccuci 
 
If you would like to have prayers for yourself or 

someone else, please email Peggy Stabile 
at pstabile@pegasus2.net or call the church office 
at 661.259.7307. Please be aware that your prayer 
request content will be shared with the members 
of the prayer chain. If you wish for Peggy to hold 
your prayer request in confidence, please clarify 
that in your submission. Prayer requests remain 

active for 4 weeks and must be renewed thru 
Peggy or the office to be on the list again. 
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