
Day 1: Embracing Your True Identity 

Devotional 

Who are you? It's a simple question with profound implications. In the opening of 
Romans, Paul introduces himself not by his impressive credentials as a former 
Pharisee, but as a "slave of Jesus Christ." This wasn't false humility—it was his core 
identity. 

Many of us define ourselves by our accomplishments, relationships, or roles. We're 
parents, professionals, students, or leaders. While these aspects matter, they shouldn't 
form the foundation of who we are. Paul shows us a better way. 

He understood that true freedom comes through complete surrender to Christ. When 
he called himself a slave (doulos), he wasn't diminishing his worth but acknowledging 
his complete devotion to his Master. His will had become aligned with God's will. 

This identity transformation didn't happen overnight. It required Paul to release his 
prestigious position and embrace a new purpose. The man once known for persecuting 
Christians became their greatest advocate—all because he found his true identity in 
Christ. 

Today, consider how you primarily identify yourself. Is your core identity rooted in your 
relationship with Christ? Or have temporary roles and achievements taken center 
stage? When we embrace our identity as beloved servants of Christ, everything else 
finds its proper place. 

 

Bible Verse 

"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God." - Romans 1:1 

 

Reflection Question 

What aspects of your identity compete with your primary identity as a follower of Christ, 
and how might embracing your role as God's servant change your perspective on 
those other roles? 

 

 



Quote 

"Paul said, my name is Paul and I'm a slave of Jesus Christ. If you don't remember 
anything else, remember that." 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, help me find my true identity in You. When I'm tempted to define myself by 
my achievements or failures, remind me that I belong to You. May my primary identity 
always be as Your servant, finding freedom in surrender to Your perfect will. Amen. 

 

 

Day 2: Set Apart For a Purpose 

Devotional 
Being set apart sounds exclusive, even isolating. But Paul understood something 
profound about this concept that transforms how we view our calling as believers. 

The Pharisees, Paul's former associates, prided themselves on being set apart from 
others. Their separation was about maintaining distance and superiority. But when Paul 
encountered Christ, he learned a revolutionary truth: we are not set apart from, but set 
apart for. 

God doesn't call us to isolation but to purpose. Paul was "set apart for the gospel"—
dedicated specifically to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. This wasn't about 
elevating himself above others but about dedicating his life to a divine mission. 

When God sets us apart, He breaks us out of our limited horizons. He expands our 
vision and gives us purpose beyond ourselves. Being set apart isn't about what we 
avoid, but what we're called to embrace. 

Today, consider how God has uniquely positioned you. What gifts, experiences, and 
opportunities has He given you? These aren't meant to separate you from others but to 
equip you for service. You are set apart for a purpose that brings life to others and 
glory to God. 

 

 

 



Bible Verse 
"Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God." - Romans 1:1 
 

Reflection Question 
What specific purpose might God be setting you apart for in this season of your life, 
and what steps can you take to embrace that calling more fully? 
 

Quote 
"The Pharisees said, I'm set apart from, and I'm going to set apart from. And there's 
some Christians today they're setting themselves apart from. And I think that's the 
wrong use of this word. In fact, it is the wrong use of this word because Paul says, I'm 
set apart, not from. I'm set apart to." 
 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You for setting me apart for Your purposes. Help me see 
beyond my limited horizons to the greater calling You have for me. Show me how my 
unique gifts and experiences can be used to share Your gospel and serve others. May 
I embrace being set apart for Your glory. Amen. 
 

 

Day 3: The Unchanging Gospel of Grace 

Devotional 
In a world obsessed with innovation and novelty, the gospel stands as a timeless truth. 
Paul reminds us that the message he proclaimed wasn't new—it was the fulfillment of 
what God had promised through the prophets in Scripture. 
This gospel centers on Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine. Its foundation is His 
death, burial, and resurrection. Without these historical realities, there would be no 
good news to proclaim. 

 

What's remarkable is that the requirement for salvation has never changed. From 
Genesis to Revelation, people have always been saved by grace through faith. No one 
in the Old Testament was saved by keeping the law—that was impossible. The law 
simply revealed our need for grace. 



This truth liberates us from the burden of performance. We don't earn salvation through 
religious rituals, good behavior, or church attendance. It comes through faith alone—
with no "plus" after it. Faith plus anything changes the entire dynamic and undermines 
grace. 

Today, rest in the simplicity and power of the gospel. You are saved by grace through 
faith in what Christ has done. This message has transformed lives throughout history 
and continues to do so today. It's not just good news—it's the best news ever told. 
 

Bible Verse 
"And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness." - Genesis 
15:6 
 

Reflection Question 
In what subtle ways might you be adding a "plus" after faith in your own spiritual 
journey, and how can you return to the simplicity of grace through faith alone? 
 

Quote 
"Salvation is, has always been by grace alone. Without God's grace. Your faith means 
nothing. By faith alone. There's no plus after faith. Don't put, don't put your faith plus 
baptism, faith plus communion, faith plus church membership, faith plus good works. 
You put a plus after faith, you change the whole dynamic of faith and is no longer 
salvation." 
 

Prayer 
Gracious God, thank You for the unchanging gospel of grace. Forgive me for the times 
I've tried to add to what Christ has already completed. Help me rest in the finished 
work of Jesus and live from a place of gratitude rather than striving. May Your grace 
continue to transform me from the inside out. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 4: The Surpassing Value of Knowing Christ 

Devotional 
What do you consider most valuable in your life? Your career achievements? Financial 
security? Reputation? For Paul, everything changed when he encountered Jesus. 

Before his conversion, Paul had an impressive resume—educated under the renowned 
Gamaliel, a Pharisee of Pharisees, blameless according to the law. He had status, 
respect, and religious achievement. But after meeting Christ, he made a shocking 
declaration: all those things he once valued were like rubbish compared to knowing 
Jesus. 

 
The Greek word Paul uses for "rubbish" is strong—referring to waste or dung. He's 
saying that his greatest achievements, when compared to knowing Christ, were 
worthless. This isn't false humility; it's a radical reordering of values. 

 
This perspective transforms how we view success and failure. When knowing Christ 
becomes our highest aim, worldly achievements lose their grip on our identity. 
Setbacks and disappointments no longer devastate us because our true treasure 
remains secure. 

 
Today, consider what you're pursuing most passionately. Is it something that will 
ultimately prove worthless, or is it the surpassing value of knowing Christ? Only one 
pursuit will satisfy the deepest longings of your heart and endure for eternity. 

 

Bible Verse 

"Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ." - Philippians 3:8 

 

Reflection Question 
What achievements or possessions might you be valuing above your relationship with 
Christ, and what practical step could you take today to reorder your priorities? 

 

 



Quote 
"The surpassing value of knowing Christ. All that I am is it fits into a diaper of a baby. 
Are you getting that? What I'm trying to say, Human excrement of worthless value. 
That's what my effort is." 

 

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, forgive me for the times I've valued lesser things above knowing You. 
Open my eyes to see the surpassing worth of relationship with You. Help me hold 
loosely to worldly achievements and possessions, counting everything as loss 
compared to the treasure of knowing You more deeply. Amen. 
 

 

 

Day 5: Growing in Grace and Humility 

Devotional 

Have you ever noticed that the most spiritually mature people are often the most 
humble? This wasn't a coincidence in Paul's life—it was a pattern that reveals a 
profound spiritual truth. 

As Paul grew in his relationship with Christ, his self-perception changed dramatically. 
Early in his ministry, he called himself "the least of the apostles." Later, he identified as 
"the least of all saints." Near the end of his life, he claimed to be "the chief of sinners." 
The closer he drew to God's holiness, the more aware he became of his own 
sinfulness. 
 

This isn't false humility or unhealthy self-deprecation. It's the natural result of seeing 
ourselves in the light of God's perfect character. Like Isaiah who cried, "Woe is me!" 
when confronted with God's glory, we become increasingly aware of our need for grace 
as we draw closer to God. 
 

Paradoxically, this growing awareness of our sinfulness doesn't lead to despair but to 
deeper appreciation for grace. Paul didn't become more discouraged as he recognized 
his unworthiness—he became more amazed by God's mercy. 

 



Today, don't be discouraged if you're more aware of your flaws than ever before. This 
may actually be evidence of spiritual growth! As you see your need more clearly, let it 
drive you deeper into the arms of grace. 

 

Bible Verse 
"To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." - Ephesians 3:8 

 

Reflection Question 
How has your awareness of your own sinfulness and need for grace changed as 
you've grown in your faith, and how might this awareness actually be evidence of 
spiritual maturity? 

 

Quote 
"The more he understood his relationship with God, the more filthy, rotten, dirty, 
perverted of sinner he recognized himself compared to the incomparable glory of 
Jesus Christ. And the more he brought glory to his name, and the more he saw the 
amazing grace of God, the more despicable he was." 

 

Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You that You don't leave me where I am. As I grow closer to 
You, help me see myself honestly in the light of Your holiness. When I become more 
aware of my shortcomings, let that awareness drive me deeper into Your grace rather 
than into shame or despair. May I, like Paul, grow in both humility and confidence in 
Your unfailing love. Amen. 


