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Welcome 
January 8, 2023 

We are so grateful that you decided to share your Sunday morning 
with us! 
 
Our goal today is to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and to 
create a safe place for you to ask questions and seek answers. If 
you look around, you will see people, just like you that have bur-
dens, hurts, pains, struggles, preferences and broken pieces of 
their lives. Hopefully, you will find here not that the people are 
different but whom we choose to find the answers and to who we 
follow. Jesus. 
 
This morning, we have prepared the music and message with the 
desire that God would be honored and that you would learn to fall 
in love with Jesus. But if at the end, you still have questions and 
don’t agree with what you heard, let us know and let’s begin a 
conversation. 
 
If this is your first time with us, please go to the Connect Desk in 
the lobby and receive a free gift from us to you. 
 

"He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching  
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone  

fully mature in Christ." Colossians 1:28 

Today’s Worship:   Your Grace Is Enough | Grace Is On Our Side |     

          At The Cross (Love Ran Red) | Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus 

Vision 

To glorify our Lord by being a Bible-based,  

Spirit-led, revival-hearted church that affects 

all of New England. 

 

Download the Church  Center App and 

have access to Check-Ins, Message Notes, 

Giving, Belong Group resources, a Church 

Directory and more as we continue to roll 

out more features in the future.   Simply go 

to your App Store and search for Church 

Center.   Download, locate Epsom Bible 

Church and add as your church.  

 LAST WEEK    

 Morning worship attendance:                    367 

    Weekly budget for 2023:                         $17,172 

    Offering Week of January 1st:           $17,574 

    YTD Weekly Average Received:             $17,574 



Mission Serve  
Trip Opportunity 

  
 

Brazil | Working with EBC Missionaries:  
  Arthur & Heidi Da Paz Bruno 
Construction related; English skills camp;   
All skills and abilities welcome  
Oct. 29, 2023 – Nov. 8, 2023 
 

Some cost offset available.   
 
Contact Neil Nicholson for more infor-
mation at neilnicholson@ebcnh.com.  

Offering Envelopes for 2023 are at the  
Connect Desk.  You can also sign up for the 
envelope system there.    
E-Giving is another convenient way to give.  
Just click on the GIVE link in the top menu of  
epsombiblechurch.com. 

2023 EBC Ladies’ Retreat 
Our Ladies’ Retreat is March 24-25, 2023, 
at the beautiful Brookwoods Conference 
Center in Alton, NH. Nestled in the woods 
and overlooking Lake Winnepesaukee, 
the center is the perfect place to unwind 
and have fun while learning about the 
Lord and building friendships in our 
church community. Our speaker, Marian 
Jordan Ellis, is the Director of Women’s 
Ministry at Mission City Church in San 
Antonio, Texas, and founder of This Re-
deemed Life ministry 
(thisredeemedlife.org).  Registration be-
gins February 1st . Register early for the 
best selection of rooms.   More infor-
mation can be found at EpsomBi-
bleChurch.com.  If you have questions, 
please call Amy Guth at 610-248-3287 or 
Julie Prescott at 603-491-6059. 

Men’s Fellowship and Study Series “33”  
continues with volume 5, starts this week on 
January 10, 6:30-8:30 PM and continues eve-
ry other Tuesday until March 21, 2023. 
Volume 5 focuses on Man and His Marriage: 
Topics include Foundation of Marriage, Die 
to Live, Friendship; Intimacy, Threats, and 
Game-Changers.  If you are a man over 18 
years of age, come and join us. No need to 
have completed volumes 1 through 4 to join 
us for volume 5.   
Contact John Lane at 603-491-2257 for more 
information or with any questions.   
Sign-up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/
Events-Classes  

2023 
GIVING 

MOMS' Group will meet every other Friday 
morning beginning on January 27 at 9 AM.   
All moms are welcome to join us as we 
learn and share together.  Child care is  
provided. MOMS' Group is a group of moms 
who gather to study God's Word as it  
applies to parenting; to receive encourage-
ment and to build community with other 
moms.  The focus of study will be on  
discipling our children: training, teaching 
and disciplining them.  
Questions? Contact Mary Saturley: 603-340-
0769 or johmarsat@gmail.com.   
Sign up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/
Events-Classes.  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
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Discipleship Series  
Discipleship is a critical part of the church, 
yet it is so misdefined and misunderstood. If 
we can get this part of our church in order, it 
could stir up revival and allow us to reach 
more for the glory of God. 

This event is offered once a year and is a 12-week course that is taught in 3 
phases:    
Biblical Life Strategy - We will lay out a resource to think Biblically while 
making life decisions. 
Biblical Life Plan – We will examine who you are and what your purpose in 
life is and how to live it effectively. 
Biblical Life on Life – We will teach you how to make an imprint on the life of 
another. 
 

This is an intensive class taught by Pastor Ric and Ellen.  The topic is a 
personal passion for both of them!  There is required homework. In order to 
graduate from the class, you can only miss two weeks.  This class is not 
designed for new or young Christians.  The size of the seminar will be limited 
so you need to register early. We will teach it again annually.   
 

Classes will be held on Mondays at EBC starting January 16 for 12 weeks, 6:30 

- 8:30 PM.  Sign-up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/Events-Classes 

Embrace Marriage Class 
Have you ever wondered "Can my marriage 
glorify God the way He intended?" or "Is 
there any hope for us?"  The answers are 
"Yes" and “Yes”!  All husbands and wives 
have the opportunity to enrich their 
marriages. This is an incredible opportunity 
to see marriage through God's eyes and to 

respond. THIS IS NOT YOUR TYPICAL MARRIAGE CLASS!!  We do require 
both husband and wife to attend.  The class will be taught by Kevin and 
Barbara Fisher. This couple has been mentoring and counseling couples for 
many years. They are both honest, open, and authentic. If you have 
questions, please contact Kevin and Barbara Fisher at 370-7574. 
Let's embrace God and His beautiful plan for your marriage ... together!  
Classes will be held on Sunday evenings during Ignite 6:00 sharp to 7:30  
starting January 15.  Sign up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/Events-
Classes. 

Do you ever get tired of just scraping by?  Do you and your 
spouse feel awkward tension when the topic of money comes 
up?  Or maybe you want to know how to steward your money 
well but don’t know where to start. 
 

No matter where you land, we have an exciting, new  
opportunity for you that can help you create a life without  
financial stress—starting now. 
 

We’ve invested in a Ramsey+ site license so every family in our 
church has access to a one-year membership full of tools and 
resources to help you honor God with your money. 
 

Every membership includes access to: 
 

• Financial Peace University and other money courses 
• The premium version of the EveryDollar budgeting app 
• Unlimited live Q&A financial coaching sessions 
• Free federal tax filing 
• And so much more! 
 

Because as a church, we take stewarding money seriously. We 
want every person in our church to have the chance to honor 
God with their money, have the margin to be outrageously  
generous, and truly thrive. 
 

If you’re ready to get that kind of hope in your home, all you 
have to do is visit epsombiblechurch.com and navigate to  
Financial Peace under Belong to sign up for Ramsey+ today! 



Financial Peace University   
Financial Peace University teaches you 
how to save for emergencies, pay off 
debt fast, spend wisely, invest for your 
future, and be outrageously gener-
ous.  In the first 90 days of working this 

plan, the average household pays off $5,300 of debt and saves $2,700 
for emergencies!  
 

This class will be facilitated by Matt Rogers and Michelle 
Maynard.  Matt and Michelle are passionate about helping others 
learn about handling money God’s way.  They have worked together as 
a team to practice the principles taught in this course during their own 
journey to become debt-free, and they have learned to be more inten-
tional with the money that God has trusted them to manage.  
 

Classes will be held on Mondays at EBC starting January 16 from 6:30 – 
8:30 PM and will run for 10 weeks.  Sign-up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/
Home/Events-Classes. 

Faith Foundations 
This class will take you through key 
beliefs and lay a foundation for your 
faith and walk with God in 12 
weeks.  Charlie Noyes will lead this 
class. Charlie is a gifted teacher with 
years of life experience in his walk with 

God and a true student of God’s Word. 
 

If you need to have a good foundation put in place for spiritual growth 
or just need a refresher course of the key beliefs of Christianity, this 
course is for you. 
 

Classes will be held on Mondays at EBC starting January 16 for 12 
weeks, 6:30 - 8:30 PM.  Sign-up at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/Events-

Classes  
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Health and Wellness Series 
Are you sick and tired of being sick 
and tired? Health and wellness deals 
heavily with discovering underlying 
reasons for health symptoms and 
conditions.  A symptom is actually 
an indicator God has given us to let 
us know that there is an imbalance 

(like the red light on your dashboard—and no, covering it with duct tape 
is not the solution). 
The Health and Wellness Series will be a series on 12 different health top-
ics. Discussions on each topic will involve advice on how to be a good 
steward of your body, in areas like healthy eating, proper digestion, exer-
cise, stress management, sleep and more. 
The sessions will be lead by Marty Donovan, an elder at EBC. Marty is a 
clinical nutritionist, pharmacist and herbalist who is in active nutritional 
clinical practice and has been for over 25 years.   
 

Health & Wellness Classes will be held on Mondays from 6:30 - 8 PM 
starting January 16 for 12 weeks. Each session will last about an hour, 
with time for questions during and after. You must sign up for each class 
individually at EpsomBibleChurch.com/Home/Events-Classes. 
 

A.  January 16  - Weight loss (healthy eating, various diets, intermittent    
                             fasting) 
B.   January 23 - Necessary natural supplements (are they needed,  
         quality, scientific studies) 
C.  January 30 - Healthy digestion (proper digestion /intestinal balance) 
D.  February 6 - Heart Health - Pt 1 Cholesterol (natural healthy balance) 
E.  February 13 - Heart Health - Pt 2 Blood pressure (natural healthy balance) 
F.  February 20 - Heart Health - Pt 3 Blood sugar (natural healthy balance) 
G.  February 27 - CBD - Industrial Hemp (benefits, quality, legalities, scientific   
                               studies) 
H.  March 6 - Stress and Mental Health (reversing burnout, anxiety, panic,  
    depression, fatigue) 
I. March 13 -  Sleep (establishing deep, restful sleep) 
J. March 20 -  Osteoporosis (strengthening bones naturally) 
K. March 27 - Osteoarthritis (calming chronic pain/inflammation) 
L. April 3 - Female Hormone Imbalances (balancing hormones at any age) 

Discussion Questions 
 
1. Share a time where God was putting you under the 

“hammer, file or furnace” and He used others in the 
church to bring you through it. 

2. Why would be rather interpret life as it affects us and 
not how it affects the glory of God?  

3. Share some of the things that you are honored to be 
identified by! 

4. Why is it important to be part of both the universal 
church and local church? 

5. What does the principle of interdependence not         
independence practically look like as a “member”       
vs. “attender” at EBC? 

6. Ecclesiastes shares 4 blessings of together. Which 
one is most meaningful to you as it applies to church 
and why? 

•   Together means we can get more done. -  vs. 9 

•   Together can give strength to go through hard   
     times better than you can alone - vs. 10 

•   Together can sustain emotional life - vs. 11 

•   Together has strength that one does not - vs. 12 

BELONG GROUP 



2.1.  Universal church 
 All Christians since Acts 2 until Jesus comes in the rapture are part of the     
 Body of Christ – the universal church. We join this church when we are saved. 

 
2.2.  Local Church 
 The most common use of the word church in the New Testament is to desig-

nate a group of believers that is identified as a local assembly not the 
“universal” church. 

 
3. If there is no command to become a “member” of a local church, why does EBC 

encourage us to join? 
 

3.1. Membership:  
 Membership is something that you join/use for your benefit. 

 
3.2. Identify 
 Identity has to do with a belief or characteristic of who or what a person is. 

 
3.3. Identify with Christ 

•    Baptism (Spirit/water) 
•    Lord’s Supper 
•    Part of His church/ body 

 
 As a Christ follower, you already belong to the Church of Jesus Christ.  

 That happened at the moment of salvation.  
 
3.4. Your responsibility is to invest that identity on a local level. 
 It is a Biblical Principle to Identify with a local church. 
 Identifying with a local church responds to the call of humility and  
 interdependence in the context of a Biblically centered community; realizing 

that together can do more than one. 
 
 At EBC, this is how we define “Local church identity” (becoming a member.) 

 
 Can’t I get everything I need as a Christian from being a regular attender? 

No 
 Being a long-term attender and not becoming one who Identifies with a local 

church goes against Biblical principles. 
 
We often want community without commitment. 
 

Together 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 

 
1. God is actively working, involved in, and engaged in reclaiming your life back to 

original design.  
 

•  Yet we often interpret life as it affects ourselves and not on how it affects the  
    glory of God. 
•  Self-preservation is the ultimate tool of a combination of fear and selfishness. 
•  We evaluate our relationships, work, play and unfortunately our worship with  
    the same attitude. 
•  We don’t see ourselves as part of a community, a body but still as an individual. 
•  When you were saved, God gave you a new spirit and a new to live.  

 
 Romans 6:4–10 
 
 God works in our lives through the living organism called the church. 

•  As we identify ourselves in God’s church, we are never alone. 
•  As God operates in our lives, it is never isolated and never for ourselves. 
•  The hammer, the file and the furnace are ministries of God to enhance His  
    church. 

 
 1 Corinthians 12:12,13,26,27 
 Hebrews 10:24–25 
 
2. Church 
 The word church literally means belonging to the Lord. 
 
 I cannot overstate or overemphasize the importance of the church. 

God saved you to be a part of His body 
You are designed to be integrated into a whole. 
We growth as a body more than as an individual. 
God purchased it with the blood of His own Son.  Act. 20:28 
Building the church is the primary work of Jesus today. Matt. 16:18 

 
 Question:    
  Do you have to be a “member” of a church? 
 
 Answer: 

 There is no command in the Bible that says you have to “join” or become a 
member of a church. 

 Because as a Christian, you are already part of the Body of Church and 
therefore you have been incorporated into the Church of Jesus Christ. 



4. Biblical Principles for Identifying with a local church 
 

4.1. Principle of Spiritual Leadership - Heb. 13:17, 1 Tim. 5:17. 
•  As an Elder, whose souls should I watch over and have to give an  
 account for? 
•  If you have not identified with a church, then whom should you obey  
 for spiritual guidance?  
•  Both obey and submit are commands. If you decide to not identify with 

 our church as we require, are you violating those commands? 
 

4.2. Principle of Shepherding - 1 Pet. 5:1-5 
•  What flock are the Elders to take care of? All the Christians in the  
 Capital Region?  

 

4.3. The Principle of protection and purity of the church - 1 Corinthians 5:12–13 
•  Who is an outsider? 
•  Who are those who are “inside” the church? 

 

How would you like a group of leaders, called by God, who are passionate 
and serious in protecting and helping you to develop and grow in excellence 
in your life; including your emotions, will and intellect that they would person-
ally sacrifice whatever is needed, realizing that they have a sober reckoning 
with God on how they invest their lives and talents into yours…. That is your 
elders! 
 

4.4. Principle of interdependence not independence 

Body   – 1 Cor. 12  – Think of a body with independent parts. 

Bride   – Eph. 5:23  – A marriage where there is not interdependence 

Building   – Eph. 2:11ff – A building where the joints don’t connect? 

Flock   – 1 Peter 5:3  – Independent sheep die. 

Branches  – John 15       – A branch without being dependent on the roots? 
 

God accomplishes His will by a living organism, not individuals. 
 

Blessings of Identifying with a local church. 
 

4.5. Together means we can get more done. – v. 9 
•  2 people can get twice as much done. 
•  2 people can accomplish difficult tasks that are impossible alone. 
 

4.6. Together can give strength to go through hard times better than you can 
alone  
•  2 people can empower each other through difficult times and situations  

 

Remember the nail, the file, and the furnace? 

4.7. Together can sustain emotional life- vs. 11 
•  2 people can keep each other alive – emotionally  
•  2 people can keep a church alive  

 

One of the greatest enemies of life is discouragement. Difficult times come.  
Together can rally against discouragement that one cannot. 
 

4.8. Together has strength that one does not – vs. 12 
•  2 people can fend off opposition 
•  2 people can overcome resistance  

 

Solomon started with the number one  – vs. 8 
then moved to two    – vs. 9 
and then closed with three   – vs. 12 
 

The opposite of together is isolation. 
Prov. 18:1 One who isolates himself pursues selfish desires; he rebels 
against all sound judgment.  

 

Application: 
Don’t make the body of Christ at EBC…. limp! 

 

Church exists primarily not to provide entertainment or to encourage vulnerability 
or to build self-esteem or to facilitate friendships but to worship God. If we fail in 
that – we fail as a church. 

 

Church is not an organization but an organism. 
 

If every attender chose to identify with EBC… 
And every investor became connected, belonged, and engaged: the culture would be 
set for revival and we would be set to reach the 281, 436 that are within our grasp. 
 

At EBC, this is how we define “Local church identity” (becoming a member.) 
-  You need to have accepted Jesus as Savior 
-  Baptized  
-  Fill out a form from the Connect Desk 
-  Go to our EBC essentials class (understanding) 
-  Submit to the constitution (unity) 
-  Meet with our friendly leadership team. 

 

If you are an “identifier” (member.) 
-  Are you faithful to worship on Sunday morning? 
-  Are you involved in fellowship on a smaller level? 
-  How are you investing your time, talent, and treasures in the church? 
-  Do you realize that how you live your life affects the entire body? 
-  Are you praying for love and unity of our church? 


