We have SO MUCH to be THANKFUL for!
Today we have the unique opportunity
to UNITE together, to remember what the Lord
has done in the past, and be challenged to trust
Him with our future.

In the Old Covenant, God’s people were commanded to give back to God part of what He had
given them throughout the year. These gifts included the ﬁrst-fruits from their crops & the
sacriﬁce the best of their ﬂocks or herds. These sacriﬁces weren’t a substitute for obeying God,
but were tangible proofs that they recognized God’s Presence & provision in their lives.
Now in the New Covenant, the Lord has provided the ULTIMATE sacriﬁce - Jesus. Still, followers
of Jesus are to give back to him and here’s how.
Romans 12:1-2 (NET) 1 Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a sacriﬁce—alive, holy, and pleasing to God—which is your reasonable service. 2 Do not be conformed to this present world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may test and approve what is the will of God—what is good
and well-pleasing and perfect.
Jesus died for us and now he’s calling us to LIVE for Him. Our hands & feet, mouth & ears, are
all TOOLS to honor our King! Whatever abilities He has given us and allowed us to develop are
to be used for His glory.
Our present world is attempting to conform us into it’s mixed-up beliefs. But for those who offering their bodies as a sacrifice, we bend our beliefs to know WHO God IS and WHAT GOD SAYS.
When we see God for who HE IS & want to do what HE SAYS, then we will treat others with value.
Romans 12:3 (NET) 3 For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not to think more
highly of yourself than you ought to think, but to think with sober discernment, as God has
distributed to each of you a measure of faith.
Paul had personally impacted by God’s grace! Knowing that we, like Paul, need God’s grace, we
should be humble toward each other, communicating value from the oldest to the youngest,
the most mature to the least mature.
It is our human tendency is to think of ourselves as better than others. Sober discernment
suggests the danger of being drunk - ‘full of yourself’ - one might say they were in danger of
becoming “egoholics!”1
John warned the church: “Diotrephes, who loves to be ﬁrst.” (3 John 1:9)
Not long after you quit, someone will replace you…and ME. God doesn’t NEED you....but God
WANTS to use you! What a great privilege!
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Romans 12:4-5 (NET) 4 For just as in one body we have many members, and not all the
members serve the same function, 5 so we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually we are members who belong to one another.
Diﬀerent parts, all important. How would you respond to the person who asked, “So which
would you rather get rid of today, your hands or your feet; your eyes or your ears; your arms
or your legs?” All are important! So too, we belong to one another.
Romans 12:6a (NET) 6 And we have diﬀerent gifts according to the grace given to us.
This Greek term for gifts is charismata. Charis is the word for GRACE.
3 Realities of Grace-Gifts:
1. 'Grace Gifts’ are abilities TO serve, NOT abilities DE-served.
2. Your gift is not MY GIFT. Your gift is not most important...and neither is mine.
Don’t discount another person’s gift just because we are more passionate about our gift. This
is EASY to do. Be passionate about God’s gift to you without discounting God’s gift to others.
3. Each gift has PEOPLE attached. Gifts are NOT meant to spotlight us, but to serve others.

BIG TRUTH: Different Gifts, Same Goal: Point people to the KING
Romans 12:6b-8 (NET) If the gift is prophecy, that individual must use it in proportion to his
faith. 7 If it is service, he must serve; if it is teaching, he must teach; 8 if it is exhortation, he
must exhort; if it is contributing, he must do so with sincerity [generously]; if it is leadership, he must do so with diligence; if it is showing mercy, he must do so with cheerfulness.
Prophecy is probably the least understood gift in this list so let’s take a little more time with it.
! C.K. Barrett writes, “[Prophecy] was primarily an immediate communication of God’s word
to his people, through human lips.”2
Prophecy is NOT usually one who predicts the future, but one who probes the heart. 3
Prophecy challenges people to change.
OT prophets usually communicated 1 of 3 messages. 4
1) Prosecution: You are guilty and here is the evidence.
2) Persuasion: Turn away from your sin before it’s too late. God is gracious. Trust Him.
3) Prediction: God is bringing discipline because you have NOT listened OR God is bringing
help because you HAVE listened.
Whatever gift we have been given, we should give 100%. These gifts should be exercised with
EXCELLENCE & EXCITEMENT.
• Some people are gifted at serving. This word is from Greek diakonian where we get our
word ‘deacon’. This person serves behind the scenes to care for others.
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• Others are gifted at teaching, able to communicate God’s truths in clear ways. They can put
the cookies on the bottom shelf by making the harder things easier to understand.
• Some are gifted at exhorting, urging, encouraging, & comforting. This is one who comes
alongside. This Greek word is similar to the word used for the Holy Spirit. Like the Holy Spirit, God uses this person to comfort & to support other believers.
• Others are willing & able in contributing to the needs of others. This believer gives of himself, not for himself, not for thanks or recognition, but for the sake of the one who receives
his help and for the glory of the Lord.5
• Some have the gift of leadership. This has the basic meaning of “standing before” others. In
the New Testament it is never used of governmental rulers, but of headship in the family (1
Tim. 3:4, 5, 12) and in the church (1 Tim. 5:17).6 When they lead, others follow.
• Still others have the supernatural gift to show mercy, quick to forgive & restore, demonstrating a special sensitivity to suﬀering and sorrow, able to notice misery, hurt, & distress
that may go unnoticed by others; having a deep desire to help carry the burden of another.7
Now WHICH of those is MOST important? ALL!!! Paul mentions other gifts in 1 Cor. 12 as well.
There are about 16 spiritual gifts mentioned in the NT. And if you are a follower of Jesus, then
you are to use your gift to honor Him.

Different Gifts, Same Goal: Point people to the KING
How are YOU serving in the Body? Is it enough for you simply COME TO CHURCH, or do you
want to BE THE CHURCH? Are you a Contributor or Consumer? Do you show up TO SERVE or
show up TO BE SERVED?
Romans 12:9-10 (NET) 9 Love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good.
10 Be devoted to one another with mutual love, showing eagerness in honoring one another.
Christian love must be REAL, not a mask we wear or a part we play.
Romans 12:9 (NLT) Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them...
Remember that our EXAMPLE is the Lord Jesus Himself. As we hold these characteristics up
beside Jesus we will see that He fulﬁlls every one.
Contrary to our cultural concept of love, this CHRIST-LIKE LOVE will abhor what is evil rather
than applaud what is evil. This is a super strong word used only here in the New Testament. 8
Christian love is repulsed by EVIL - things that dishonor God & devalue people. This is why Christians should never applaud impure actions & impure words.
We ARE to cling to what is good: LIFE, TRUTH, INTEGRITY, JUSTICE, COMPASSION, & FORGIVENESS.
We are also to be devoted to one another. We are brothers & sisters in Christ! How fun
would THAT be...not for us to be jockeying for 1st place, but moving to the back of the line in
honoring one another!
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Peter writes something similar.
1 Peter 5:5 (NET) In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. And all
of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.
Who modeled this kind of love? Of course, it’s our King.

Different Gifts, Same Goal: Point people to the KING
Romans 12:11-16 (NET) 11 Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the Lord. 12
Rejoice in hope, endure in suﬀering, persist in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the
saints, pursue hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly. Do not be conceited.
So what happens if we do the OPPOSITE of that?
What happens if we:
• aren’t enthusiastic about serving the Lord?
• Don’t rejoice in hope, don’t endure suﬀering, refuse to persist in prayer?
• What happens if none of us contribute to the needs of the saints (ﬁnancially, emotionally,
& spiritually)?
• What happens if we expect SOMEONE ELSE to show hospitality welcome other believers &
hopefully non-believers into our homes & into our lives?
• What if we expect SOMEONE ELSE to rejoice & weep with others?
• What happens if we expect everyone else to make the ﬁrst move to live in harmony with
one another, SOMEONE ELSE to associate with the lowly?
God is calling us…diﬀerent ages, backgrounds.

Different Gifts, Same Goal: Point people to the KING

