Long before the American tradition of Thanksgiving,
the Christian life was marked by thankfulness.
Today we are reminded to thank our gracious God
for our family, friends, & faith family.

Lincoln’s Thanksgiving decree in the middle of the Civil War:
The year that is drawing towards its close, has been ﬁlled with the blessings of fruitful ﬁelds and
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the
source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that
they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God.
Thanksgiving is a good and long standing tradition in American history where we remember to give
God thanks for who has been merciful to our nation & gracious in His provision, but we weren’t the
first nation to do that. Last week we were reminded of a Thanksgiving Celebration that took place
about 3000 years ago, as the Jewish people brought the Ark of the Covenant, back to Jerusalem.
Last Week’s BIG TRUTH:
The Christian life should be marked by thankfulness for God’s forgiveness, faithfulness, & Presence.
Today we are reminded to thank God for PEOPLE He has put in our lives.

BIG TRUTH: The Christian life should be marked by thankfulness for family, friends, & faith family.

THANKFUL FOR FAMILY
THANKFUL FOR PARENTS
Matthew 15:4 (NET) For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Whoever insults his
father or mother must be put to death.’
Proverbs 1:8–9 (CSB) 8 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction, and don’t reject your mother’s
teaching, 9 for they will be a garland of favor on your head and pendants around your neck.
Are you THANKFUL for your parents? Have you thanked God for them today? Have you thanked
your parents for blessing your life?
THANKFUL FOR SPOUSE
Proverbs 18:22 (ESV) He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD.
Proverbs 19:14 (NET) A house and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
Are you THANKFUL for your spouse? Have you thanked God for him/her today? Have you
thanked your spouse for blessing your life?
THANKFUL FOR CHILDREN
Psalm 127:3 (NET) Yes, sons [ESV children] are a gift from the LORD [YAHWEH], the fruit of the
womb is a reward.
Are you THANKFUL for your CHILDREN? Have you thanked God for them today? When is the last
time you told them how THANKFUL you were for them?
Spurgeon: “So many write their blessings in the sand and engrave their sorrows in marble.”

FAITHFUL FRIENDS & FAITH FAMILY
THANKFUL FOR FAITHFUL FRIENDS
Proverbs 17:17 (ESV) A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
Proverbs 18:24 (ESV) A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who
sticks closer than a brother.
Proverbs 27:6 (ESV) 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.
Do you have any friends like that - friends who REALLY love you, friends who will tell you the truth
even when it wounds for a while?
Are you THANKFUL for your FAITHFUL FRIENDS? Have you thanked God for them today? When’s
the last time you told your FRIENDS how THANKFUL you were for them?
THANKFUL FOR FAITH FAMILY
Philippians 1:3–5 (NET) 3 I thank my God every time I remember you.4 I always pray with joy in
my every prayer for all of you 5 because of your participation in the gospel from the ﬁrst day until
now.
Paul prays for his faith family in Philippi. They are partners in spreading the gospel - the good news
of Jesus. Then Paul writes to the people of Colossae, about 100 miles down the road.
Colossians 1:3–4 (NET) 3 We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we pray for you, 4 since we heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the love that you
have for all the saints.
Colossians 1:9–10 (NET) 9 For this reason we also, from the day we heard about you, have not
ceased praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may live worthily of the Lord and please him in all
respects—bearing fruit in every good deed, growing in the knowledge of God…
Paul isn’t just thanking God for their spiritual birth into the faith family, but their continued growth
in the Lord. Paul wrote the same kind of thing to his faith family in Ephesus (Eph 1:15-16).
Not only does he thank God for them, but he prays that they will grow to spiritual maturity!
Are you THANKFUL for your FAITH FAMILY? How are you thanking God for them and praying for
their spiritual growth? When’s the last time you told people in your FAITH FAMILY that you are
THANKFUL for them?
The Christian life should be marked by thankfulness for God’s forgiveness, faithfulness, & Presence.
AND by thankfulness for family, friends, & faith family.

FEET2 FAITH
1. Start your day by thanking God for FAMILY, FAITHFUL FRIENDS, & FAITH FAMILY.
2. Communicate your THANKFULNESS for family, friends, & faith family - face to face or by a letter.
* Want to talk further? Please contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Justin (704-618-6144), or another follower of Jesus soon!

